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CRd eg- 275- pr Committee Substitute for Conmittee
Substitute for Proposal No. 45

By the Conmittee on Legislative and Conm ssi oner Henderson

A proposal to revise
ARTICLE IV, s. 9, Fla. Const.; creating the
Fish and Wl dlife Conservation Comm ssion to be
conposed initially of the existing nenbers of
the Game and Fresh Water Fish Conmi ssion and
the Marine Fisheries Comn ssion and providing
for the powers and duties of the conm ssion

It is proposed by the Florida Constitution Revision Conmi ssion
t hat :

Section 1. Section 9 of Article IV of the Florida
Constitution is revised by anending that section to read:
ARTI CLE 1V
EXECUTI VE
SECTION 9. Fish and wildlife conservation Gafre—and
fresh—water—f+sh commi ssion. --There shall be a fish and
wildlife conservation gare—anrd—fresh—water—H-st conmi ssi on,

conposed of seven fve nenbers appoi nted by the governor

subject to confirmation by the senate for staggered terns of
five years. The conmi ssion shall exercise the regulatory and
executive powers of the state with respect to wild aninm
life,and fresh water aquatic |life, and marine life, except

that all license fees for taking wild animal |ife,and fresh

water aquatic life, and marine life, and penalties for
violating regul ations of the comm ssion shall be prescribed by

general | aw speet+f+e—statute. The conmi ssion shall establish
procedures to assure adequate due process in the exercise of

its reqgulatory and executive functions. The | egislature may

enact laws in aid of the conm ssion, not inconsistent with
this section__provided however., that there shall be no special
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law or general law of local application pertaining to hunting

or fishing. The conmission's exercise of executive powers in
the area of planning, budgeting, personnel managenent, and
purchasi ng shall be as provided by |aw. Revenue derived from
such license fees shall be appropriated to the conmi ssion by
the legislature for the purpose of managenent, protection,_ and
conservation of wild aninal |ife,and fresh water aquatic

life, and marine life. The commi ssion shall not be a subunit

of any other state agency and shall have its own staff., which

i ncl udes managenent, research, and enforcenent. The conm SSi on

shall have no authority to regulate matters relating to air

and water pollution and to excessive and unnecessary noise. It

is the intent of this provision to avoid duplicative

reqgul ati on and agency action
Section 2. Section 22 is added to Article Xl of the
Fl orida Constitution to read:
ARTI CLE XI'|
SCHEDULE
SECTION 22. Fish and wildlife conservation

conmi ssi on. - -

(a) The initial nmenbers of the conm ssion shall be the

nenbers of the gane and fresh water fish conmi ssion and the

Marine Fisheries Conni ssion who are serving on either of those

conmmi ssions on the effective date of this anendnent, who may

serve the remni nder of their respective terns. New

appoi ntnents to the fish and wildlife conservati on conmi SSi on

shall not be nade until retirenent, resignation, renpval ., or

expiration of current terns of the nmenbers of the gane and

fresh water fish conmission and the nmarine fisheries

conmmi ssion so that only seven nenbers of the fish and wildlife
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! conservation comission remain and, in that event, the
2 governor shall appoint nenbers of the comrission as the terns
4 of the remaining seven nenbers expire or otherw se becone
vacant .
2 (b) After the effective date of this anendnent., the
. authority of the marine fisheries conm ssion shall be
transferred to the fish and wildlife conservation comn ssion
2 All provisions of lawrelating to the marine fisheries
conmi ssion and gane and freshwater fish comi ssion shal
10 remain in force and effect on the effective date of this
i; article until superseded or anended by the fish and wildlife
conservation comn ssion
ij (c) On the effective date of this anendnent. the
15 marine fisheries conm ssion and gane and freshwater fish
conmi ssion shall be abolished.
13 (d) This anendnent shall take effect July 1, 1999.
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