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CRC2- 81- pr Proposal No. 48
By Conmi ssi oner Ant hony

A proposal to revise
ARTICLE VIl, s. 18, Fla. Const.; providing that
| ocal governnents are not bound by certain
state | egislative nandat es.

It is proposed by the Florida Constitution Revision Conm ssion
t hat :

Section 1. Section 18 of Article VII of the Florida

Constitution is revised by amending that section to read:
ARTI CLE VI |
FI NANCE AND TAXATI ON

SECTION 18. Laws requiring counties or nmunicipalities
to spend funds or limting their ability to raise revenue or
receive state tax revenue. --

(a) No county or municipality shall be bound by any
general |aw addressing a subject that is primarily local in

nature or primarily a matter of local concern. No county or

nmuni ci pality shall be bound by any general |aw requiring such

county or nunicipality to spend funds or to take an action
requiring the expenditure of funds unl ess the+tegistature—has
determned—that such law fulfills a conpelling an—nportant
state interest and unless: sufficient funds have been
appropri at ed that—have—been—estimated—at—the—tiwe—of—enactrent
to—be—suff+etrent to fund such expenditure; the legislature

aut hori zes or has authorized a county or municipality to enact

a fundi ng source not available for such county or nunicipality
on the effective date of such general |aw February—31—1989-
that can be used to generate sufficient the—amwpount—of funds
estiated—to—be—suf-fiecient to fund such expenditure by a
sinple najority vote of the governing body of such county or
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muni ci pality; the law requiring such expenditure is approved
by two-thirds of the nenbership in each house of the
| egislature; the expenditure is required to conply with a | aw
that applies to all persons simlarly situated, including the
state and | ocal governnments; or the lawis either required to
comply with a federal requirenent or required for eligibility
for a federal entitlenment, which federal requirement
specifically contenpl ates actions by counties or
muni ci palities for conpliance.

(b) Except upon approval of each house of the
| egislature by two-thirds of the nmenbership, the legislature
may not enact, anmend, or repeal any general law if the
antiecipated effect of doing so would be to reduce the
authority that municipalities or counties have to raise

revenues inathe—aggregate,as such authority exists on the
effective date of any such general |aw February—31—31989

(c) Except upon approval of each house of the

| egislature by two-thirds of the nmenbership, the legislature
may not enact, anmend, or repeal any general law if the
anticipated effect of doing so would be to reduce the
percentage of a state tax shared with counties and

muni ci palities as such percentage exists on the effective date

of any such general |aw an—aggregate—ontebruary—1—3989. The

provi sions of this subsection shall not apply to enhancenents

enact ed after—February—1—1989—tostatetax—sources—or

during a fiscal energency declared in a witten joint

procl amation i ssued by the president of the senate and the
speaker of the house of representatives, or where the
| egi slature provides additional state-shared revenues which

are antieipated—to—be sufficient to replace the antiecipated
aggregate | oss of state-shared revenues resulting fromthe
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reducti on of the percentage of the state tax shared with
counties and rnunicipalities, which source of replacenent
revenues shall be subject to the same requirenments for repea
or nodification as provided herein for a state-shared tax
source existing on February 1, 1989.

(d) Except upon approval of each house of the

| egislature by two-thirds of the nmenbership, the legislature

may not enact any general |law that provides an exenption from

or limtation on any tax authorized by general law to be

| evied by counties or nunicipalities. Any such general lawin

effect on the effective date of this amendnent, except genera

| aws governing the distribution of taxes shared between

counties and nmunicipalities, is void.

(e) ey Laws adopted to require funding of pension
benefits existing on the effective date of this section,
crimnal laws, election |aws, the general appropriations act,
speci al appropriations acts, |aws reauthorizing but not
expandi ng then-existing statutory authority, |aws having an
i nsignificant fiscal inmpact on an individual municipality or

county, and | aws creating, nodifying, or repealing noncrinmnna
infractions, are exenpt fromthe requirenents of this section

(f)fe)y The legislature may enact |laws to assist in the
i mpl ement ati on and enforcenment of this section.
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