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CRC4- 231- pr Proposal No. 148

By Conmi ssi oner Bar kdul

A proposal to revise
ARTICLE IIl, s. 16, Fla. Const.; providing for
| egi sl ati ve apportionnent by an i ndependent
comm ssion if not acconplished by the
Legi sl ature and the Suprenme Court and ARTICLE
XI'l, Fla. Const.; adding s. 22 to provide for
the menbershi p of the independent
reapporti onment conmmi ssion.

It is proposed by the Florida Constitution Revision Conm ssion
t hat :

Section 1. Section 16 of Article Ill of the Florida
Constitution is revised by amending that section to read:
ARTI CLE I I']

LEG SLATURE

SECTI ON 16. Legislative apportionnent. --

(a) SENATORI AL AND REPRESENTATI VE DI STRI CTS. The
l egislature at its regular session in the first seeont year
foll owi ng each decenni al census, by joint resolution, shal
apportion the state in accordance with the constitution of the
state and of the United States into not |less than thirty nor
nore than forty consecutively nunbered senatorial districts of
ei ther contiguous, overlapping or identical territory, and
into not |ess than eighty nor nore than one hundred twenty
consecutively nunbered representative districts of either
conti guous, overlapping or identical territory. Should that
session adjourn w thout adopting such joint resolution, the
governor by proclamation shall reconvene the |egislature
within thirty days in special apportionnent session which

shall not exceed thirty consecutive days, during which no
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ot her busi ness shall be transacted, and it shall be the
mandatory duty of the legislature to adopt a joint resolution
of apportionnent.

(b) ey JUDI Cl AL REVI EW OF APPORTI ONMVENT. W thin
fifteen days after the passage of the joint resolution of

apportionment, the attorney general shall petition the suprene
court of the state for a declaratory judgnent deternining the
validity of the apportionment. The supreme court, in
accordance with its rules, shall pernit adversary interests to
present their views and, within thirty days fromthe filing of
the petition, shall enter its judgnent.

(c) REAPPORTI ONMENT COWM SSION. If no reapportionment
is acconplished by the legislature and the court within one

cal endar year before the opening of qualifying for seats in

the legislature, at the next general election an independent

reapporti onment commission (wWith no active |egislative

menbers) provided for by general |aw, shall reapportion the

| egislature and their plan, and judicial approval shall be

compl eted within one hundred and ei ghty days before the

gualifying for seats in the legislature at the next genera

el ecti on. Each reapportionnment conmi ssion shall convene at the

call of its chairperson and adopt appropriate rules of

procedure to permt it to acconplish its purpose.
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(d) ) JUDI Cl AL REAPPORTI ONMVENT.  Shoul d an
extraordi nary apportionnment session fail to adopt a resolution
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of apportionnent or should the supreme court deternine that
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t he apportionnment made is invalid, the court shall, not later
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than sixty days after receiving the petition of the attorney
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general, file with the secretary of state an order naking such

N
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apporti onnment.
Section 2. Section 22 is added to Article Xl of the
Fl orida Constitution to read:
ARTI CLE XI |
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1 SCHEDULE
2 SECTI ON 22. | ndependent reapportionnent
3| commission.--Until changed by general |aw, each independent
4 | reapporti onment commi ssion shall consist of the
5| following: one nenber appointed by the chief judge of the
6| first district court of appeal, who shall act as chairnman, one
7 | menber appointed by the najority | eader of the senate, one
8 | nenber appointed by the | eader of the mnority party of the
9| senate or, if there is nore than one ninority party, by the
10| | eader of the minority party having the nost nenbers. One
11 | nenber appointed by the majority | eader of the house of
12 | representatives, one nenber appointed by the nminority | eader
13 | of the house of representatives, or, if there is nore than one
14| minority party, by the |leader of the nminority party having the
15 [ nost nenbers.
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