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CRC20-58-pr(VII-14-1) Proposal No. 26

By Conmi ssi oner Langl ey

A proposal to revise
ARTICLE IV, s. 6, and ARTICLE VII, s. 9, Fla.
Const.; creating five executive departnments of
wat er managenent and elininating ad val orem
taxing authority for water nmanagement purposes.

It is proposed by the Florida Constitution Revision Conm ssion
t hat :

Section 1. Section 6 of Article IV of the Florida
Constitution is revised by amending that section to read:
ARTI CLE |V
EXECUTI VE
SECTION 6. Executive departnents.--Al functions of
t he executive branch of state governnent shall be allotted
anong not nore than thirty twenty—-ve departnents, exclusive
of those specifically provided for or authorized in this
constitution. Five of the departnents authorized by this

section are the Departnent of Northwest Florida Water

Managenment, the Departnment of Suwannee Ri ver \Water Manhagenent,

the Department of St. Johns River Water Managenent, the

Department of Sout hwest Florida Water Managenent, and the

Departnment of South Florida Water Managenent. The

admi ni stration of each departnent, unless otherw se provided
in this constitution, shall be placed by |aw under the direct
supervi sion of the governor, the |ieutenant governor, the
governor and cabi net, a cabinet nenber, or an officer or board
appoi nted by and serving at the pleasure of the governor,
except:

(a) \When provided by law, confirmation by the senate

or the approval of three nenbers of the cabinet shall be
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required for appointnment to or renmoval from any designated
statutory office.

(b) Boards authorized to grant and revoke licenses to
engage in regul ated occupations shall be assigned to
appropriate departnents and their menbers appointed for fixed
terms, subject to renoval only for cause.

Section 2. Section 9 of Article VII of the Florida
Constitution is revised by anmending that section to read:

ARTI CLE VI |
FI NANCE AND TAXATI ON

SECTION 9. Local taxes.--

(a) Counties, school districts, and nunicipalities
shal I, and special districts nay, be authorized by lawto |evy
ad val oremtaxes and nay be authorized by general law to |evy
other taxes, for their respective purposes, except ad val orem
taxes on intangi bl e personal property and taxes prohibited by
this constitution.

(b) Ad val oremtaxes, exclusive of taxes levied for
t he paynent of bonds and taxes |evied for periods not |onger
than two years when authorized by vote of the electors who are
the owners of freeholds therein not wholly exenpt from
taxation, shall not be levied in excess of the follow ng
m |1 ages upon the assessed value of real estate and tangible
personal property: for all county purposes, ten mlls; for all
muni ci pal purposes, ten nmills; for all school purposes, ten

mlls;

remaining—portions—of—the——state,—1+6-—mttand for all other

special districts a mllage authorized by | aw approved by vote
of the electors who are owners of freeholds therein not wholly
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exenpt fromtaxation. A county furnishing municipal services
may, to the extent authorized by law, |evy additional taxes
within the linmits fixed for nunicipal purposes.
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