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CRC17-31-pr(1V-9-1) Proposal No. 45

By Conmi ssi oner Henderson

A proposal to revise
ARTICLE IV, s. 9, Fla. Const.; creating the
Fish and Wl dlife Conservati on Comri ssion to be
conposed initially of the existing nenbers of
the Game and Fresh Water Fish Comm ssion and
the Marine Fisheries Comm ssion.

It is proposed by the Florida Constitution Revision Conm ssion
t hat :

Section 1. Section 9 of Article IV of the Florida
Constitution is revised by amending that section to read:
ARTI CLE |V
EXECUTI VE
SECTION 9. Fish @afe and wildlife conservation f+esh
wat-er—f-sh commi ssion. - -
(a) The marine, freshwater, and wildlife resources of

the state belong to all of the people of the state and shoul d

be conserved and nanaged for the benefit of the state, its

peopl e, and future generations.

(b)1. There shall be a fish and wildlife conservation

conmm ssi on conposed of seven nenbers appoi nted by the governor

subject to confirmation by the senate for staggered terns of

five years.

2. Notwithstandi ng paragraph (b)1., the initial

menbers of the conmm ssion shall be the nmenbers of the ganme and

freshwater fish comm ssion and the mari ne fisheries conm ssion

who are serving on either of those conmm ssions on the

effective date of this amendnent, who shall serve the

renmai nder of their respective terms, and appointnments to the

conmm ssion shall not be made until all current terns of the
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nmenbers of the game and fresh water fish conm ssion and the

mari ne fisheries conmi ssion have expired so that only seven

menbers of the conmi ssion renmain and, in that event, the

governor shall appoint nmenbers of the commi ssion as the terns

of the remai ni ng seven nenbers expire.

(c) The conmi ssion shall exercise the regulatory and

executive powers of the state with respect to wild ani mal

life, freshwater aquatic life, and marine aquatic life, except

that all license fees for taking wild animal life, freshwater

aquatic life, and marine aquatic life, and penalties for

violating regulations of the commission shall be prescribed by

specific statute. The conmi ssion shall not be a sub-unit of

any other state agency and shall have its own staff that

i ncl udes managenent, research, enforcenent, and public

i nformati on functions. The legislature may enact laws in aid

of the conmi ssion not inconsistent with this section. The

commi ssion's exercise of executive powers in the area of

pl anni ng, budgeting, personnel managenent, and purchasi ng

shall be as provided by | aw. Revenue derived from such license

fees shall be appropriated to the comi ssion by the

| egislature for the purpose of managenent, protection, and

conservation of wild animal life, freshwater aquatic life, and

marine aquatic life.
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