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CRC29- 21A-pr(l1-8-f-1a) Proposal No. 63

By Conmi ssioner Rundl e

A proposal to revise
ARTICLE Il, s. 8, Fla. Const.; strengthening
the powers of the Florida Conmm ssion on Ethics.

It is proposed by the Florida Constitution Revision Conm ssion
t hat :

Section 1. Section 8 of Article Il of the Florida
Constitution is revised by amending that section to read:

SECTION 8. Ethics in governnment.--A public office is a
public trust. The people shall have the right to secure and
sustain that trust against abuse. To assure this right:

(a) Al elected constitutional officers and candi dates
for such offices and, as nmay be deternined by |aw, other
public officers, candidates, and enpl oyees shall file full and
public disclosure of their financial interests.

(b) Al elected public officers and candi dates for
such offices shall file full and public disclosure of their
campai gn finances.

(c) Any public officer or enployee who breaches the
public trust for private gain and any person or entity
i nduci ng such breach shall be liable to the state for al
financial benefits obtained by such actions. The manner of
recovery and additional damages may be provided by | aw.

(d) Any public officer or enployee who is convicted of
a felony involving a breach of public trust shall be subject
to forfeiture of rights and privileges under a public
retirenment system or pension plan in such nanner as may be
provi ded by | aw.

(e) No nenber of the legislature or statew de el ected

of ficer shall personally represent another person or entity
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for conpensati on before the government body or agency of which
t he individual was an officer or nenber for a period of two
years followi ng vacation of office. No nenber of the
| egi slature shall personally represent another person or
entity for conpensation during termof office before any state
agency other than judicial tribunals. Sinilar restrictions on
other public officers and enpl oyees may be established by | aw.
(f) There shall be an independent commission to
initiate and conduct investigations and nake public reports on

all conpl aints concerning breach of public trust by public
of ficers or enployees not within the jurisdiction of the
judicial qualifications comm ssion

(g) This section shall not be construed to limt
di scl osures and prohibitions which my be established by | aw
to preserve the public trust and avoid conflicts between
public duties and private interests.

(h) Schedul e--On the effective date of this anendnent
and until changed by | aw.

(1) Full and public disclosure of financial interests
shall nean filing with the secretary of state by July 1 of
each year a sworn statenment showi ng net worth and identifying
each asset and liability in excess of $1,000 and its val ue
together with one of the follow ng:

a. A copy of the person's nmpst recent federal incone
tax return; or

b. A sworn statement which identifies each separate
source and ampunt of inconme whi ch exceeds $1,000. The forns
for such source disclosure and the rul es under which they are
to be filed shall be prescribed by the independent commi ssion
established in subsection (f), and such rules shall include

di scl osure of secondary sources of incone.
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(2) Persons holding statewi de el ective offices shal
also file disclosure of their financial interests pursuant to
subsection (h)(1).

(3) The independent comm ssion provided for in
subsection (f) shall nean the Florida Comi ssion on Ethics.
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