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By Commissioner Martinez

martinezr-00054-17 201736
A proposal to amend
Section 17 of Article I of the State Constitution to
delete provisions authorizing the death penalty as a
punishment for capital crimes designated by the
Legislature and to provide for prospective

application.

Be It Proposed by the Constitution Revision Commission of

Florida:

Section 17 of Article I of the State Constitution is
amended to read:
ARTICLE I
DECLARATION OF RIGHTS
SECTION 17. Excessive punishments.—Excessive fines, cruel
and unusual punishment, attainder, forfeiture of estate,
indefinite imprisonment, and unreasonable detention of witnesses

are forbidden. Life imprisonment without the possibility for

release is the maximum penalty allowable Thedeath penaltyis—an

PR~ =

axtheorized—punishment for capital crimes designated by the

legislature. Except for the death penalty, which is prohibited,

the prohibition against cruel or unusual punishment, and the
prohibition against cruel and unusual punishment, shall be
construed in conformity with decisions of the United States

Supreme Court which interpret the prohibition against cruel and

unusual punishment provided in the Eighth Amendment to the

United States Constitution. Amnymethodeof-excentieon—shaltl—Pbe
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any—vatid—metheds- This section does not shkald apply

retroactively.
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