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PROCEEDI NGS

CHAI RVAN BERUFF: Today is our second of our
road to the ballot around the State, where we'll
listen to citizens about the 37 proposals that wll
be taken up in March and April, and which ones will
go on the ballot in Novenber 2018.

Before we get too far, 1'd like to thank
Eastern Florida State Col | ege because they have a
beautiful facility and they made it avail able to us.
And their staff has nmade it easy for us to work
here.

For those of you who are going to conme up and
speak, you have to physically go out in the hallway
and cone down to one of the two m crophones on
either side of the stage. W have accessible
seating in the back and a third m crophone up there
for those of you that can't get around the side ways
to get here. So just want you to be aware how t hat
w | work.

My nane is Carlos Beruff, and I was appointed
by Governor Rick Scott as the Chairman of the
Constitutional Revision Comm ssion, which is called
the CRC for short. Today | amjoined by fellow

conmi ssioners. Sone will be here | ater because
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they're running a little late.

I Mmediately to ny right is Comm ssioner
Donalds. Inmediately to ny left: Johnson,
Commi ssi oner Stenberger, Comm ssioner Carlton,

Comm ssioner Gainey, all in front with ne.

In the rear we have Conmi ssioner Coxe,
Comm ssi oner Levesque, Conm ssioner Heuchan,
Comm ssi oner Plymale right behind he, and
Comm ssioners Ti nmann and Solari to the right, to ny
right.

Right nowif we would all rise, we'd like to
have the invocation given by M. Stenberger

(I'nvocation given.)

CHAl RMAN BERUFF: Comm ssi oner Gai ney, would
you | ead the Pl edge.

(Thereupon the Pl edge of All egiance was recited
and the proceedi ngs continued as follows:)

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Thank you. Just as a point
of reference, we will be calling people up in groups
of three to speak for two mnutes. The order of the
cards is the order in which they were filled out, so
nobody has any preferential treatnent. Woever got
here first gets called up first and so forth
t hroughout the afternoon.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER:  Louder.
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CHAl RMAN BERUFF: |'m sorry. Louder? Louder.
There we go. | take instruction well. Ckay.

Speaki ng of Proposal 54, Peggy Pettit. And I
hope that -- please pronounce your nanme correctly
when you cone to this mcrophone.

Marilyn Waters, please conme up. And Andrew
Huston. Thank you very nuch.

Pl ease introduce yourself. Thank you.

M5. PETTIT: Conm ssioners, Chairman, thank
you. M nane is Peggy Pettit, and I work for a
hospi ce that enploys 5,000 heal thcare professionals
and adm nistrative staff across Florida. W cared
for 33,800 patients in 2017 in Florida, and have
close to 700 volunteers that have devoted their tine
to these patients and their famlies.

| am here to respectfully request that
Proposal 54 be anended, and that hospice be renoved
fromthe proposal. |'ve been a hospice nurse
adm nistrator for 35 years. 1In those years |'ve

wor ked in and managed hospice in 20 different

st at es.
Fromthis viewpoint I will tell you that
hospice in Florida works. It is in large part due

to CON. The regulatory structure tied to CON

creates a framework that ensures hospice operators
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devel op and operate prograns that have in place al
the el enments needed to conply with state and federal
regul ati ons.

In other states we often see |ower quality of
care, unethical marketing tactics, and confusion for
patients and famlies as they are steered towards
referral sources' preferred hospice rel ationships,

t hus renoving the perception of choice for the
patients.

Some markets in other states have hundreds of
hospices literally in a county, many caring for only
5 to 20 patients without appropriately trained staff
and ratios that end up providing little service to
the patients and their famlies.

I f hospice CONis elimnated, the ability of
AHCA to nonitor the conpliance of the new prograns
W t hout a hugely inflated annual budget is
uni magi nable. It has been estinmated that as nmany as
1,000 to 1,200 hospices could apply for and be
licensed within the first two to three years. It is
possi bl e that rural markets would | ose the vital
hospi ce services they need.

The issue is a legislative one and does not
bel ong in the Constitution. |f CON were elimnated

and it proves to be a mstake, there's little that
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could be done for 20 years to change it back. The
safety and quality of care of Florida's termnally
i1l could be significantly jeopardized through the
renoval of hospice CON

Pl ease renove hospice from Proposal 54. Thank
you.

CHAl RMAN BERUFF: Thank you for your comments.

Ms. Waters.

M5. WATERS: Good norning. My nane is M J.
Waters, and |'ma 30-year Florida resident, voter,
and a nom And |I'mhere to express ny deep concerns
about Proposal 22 that would elimnate all of our
exi sting privacy protections, including reproductive
rights, fromFlorida's Constitution except for
anyt hing specific to information.

Qur country has a | egacy of privacy of our
citizens fromthe Bill of Rights to court decisions
and governnent regulations. | value deeply ny right
to privacy in every single aspect of ny life and ny
kids' lives, and I'mconcerned that it is being
continual ly eroded.

When it cones to personal decisions involving
our health, privacy is paranount. | cannot inagine
any one of us in this roomcalling our city counci

menber, our governor, or a legislator to get
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I nvol ved in a personal healthcare decision of ours.
Your judiciary comrittee overwhel m ngly voted down
this proposal, yet we hear you' re being pressured to
revive it.

You have a sound process for this conm ssion
and | urge you to let it work. The people on the
judiciary conmttee gave this proposal serious
consi deration and decided it should not go forward.
| ask you to honor their hard work and decline to
reconsider this good faith decision. W need to
preserve our privacy rights.

Thank you for showing up today. |'msorry al
of the conmm ssioners could not be here, but we
appreciate you listening to our concerns.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Thank you.

M . Huston.

MR, HUSTON: Good afternoon. M nane is Andrew

Huston. |'m an unpaid volunteer for Progress for
All, Florida Fair and Open Prinmaries, and | woul d
like to personally thank Conm ssioner Bill Schifino

for having the courage to author neaningful,

el ectoral formwith P-62, a top two open primary
initiative that will allow Florida's 3.4 mllion

I ndependent voices a vote in the primary el ections.

| would also Iike to personally thank
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Conmi ssi oners Hank Coxe, Roberto Martinez, and Rich
Newsonme. W thout these gentlenen, this proposal
never woul d have made it out of elections with
ethics, which it did.

W need open prinmaries at every |level of
government between the state and | ocal elections to
ensure that all voters have a voice. The people in
the State of Florida agree. 87 percent of
Fl ori di ans support el ectoral changes that expand our
denocracy. 74 percent want independent/NPA voters
to be included within the primary el ection process.
73 percent think that this body right here should
put an open prinmary initiative on the ballot this
year.

W have it in front of us. It is P-62. The
El ection Ethics Comrittee heard fromthree separate
county el ection supervisors this fall. They agreed
on these three key findings. The nunber of
regi stered i ndependents is expl oding across the
state and is trending to outpace Rs and Ds in the
com ng years.

Closed primaries are a significant source of
voter confusion and voters across the State of
Fl orida are upset. The supervisors also noted that

Florida's primary el ections have notoriously | ow
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turnout. They get determ ned eventually the w nners
of 90 percent of these races.

Only 16 percent of Florida' s races were
conpetitive in 2016. Prinmary el ections have becone
t he nost neaningful step in selecting our
representatives, yet 3.4 mllion taxpayers cannot
participate, though they directly fund these public
el ections.

A top two open primary addresses each and every
one of these concerns. It is for these reasons |
strongly urge all in attendance to refer back to the
tape, go to the CRC web site, and watch the general
provi sions vote. Take the tine and do it. It's a
travesty. It's highly questionable.

| urge strongly that we get Conm ssioners
Schi fino, Coxe, Martinez, Newsone back to the table.
Cl aw back -- sorry -- P-62. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Thank you, M. Huston.

MR, HUSTON: Sorry, guys. Thank you.

CHAl RVMAN BERUFF: M. Robert Kunst, | think.
525 -- keep the privacy anendnent intact. That's
the subject matter.

Lynette Fodor. Lynette Fodor. And Sharel
Chi twood, | think.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER:  Sheriff.
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CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Sheriff, oh. Sheriff
Chi twood. Hey, Sheriff, your penmanship's as good

as m ne.

MR. KUNST: Good afternoon. M nane is Bob
Kunst from M am Beach, native. Along with
Dr. Al an Rockway and Mel ani e Moorehead, this was
our fifth election, privacy rights constitutional
anmendnent, 1980, agai nst Anita Bryant and Jerry
Falwell's anti-gay witch hunt.

From 1976 to 1980 we nade "gay" a household
word, brought mllions out of their closets, hel ped
form t housands of organizations. 1In the nost open
debat e on human sexual ity they saved countl ess
lives, and we got 1,723,000 votes statew de, 60
percent. W beat Jinmmy Carter by 300, 000 votes.

In Pol k and Orange County we won by 33 and 34
votes each after the whole orange juice boycott. In
Dade County we went from 92,777, 31 percent, to
248,000 in 1980. That's why we're called the Holy
Land of Gay Rights. That's why Florida's the holy
| and of privacy rights. W have the nost radical
privacy rights constitutional anendnent in the
country. W beat the U. S. Governnent.

We don't want this thing threatened because of
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I ndi vidual politics to use the abortion issue to
cone in and start an entire scream ng nmatch once
again on gay rights and everything else. The |ast
thing we need is a division in this country after
what we' ve just gone through.

I"msorry to say that one of your nenbers
here -- M. Stenberger, you want to dunp the privacy
rights issue, once again divide the State. And we
are witnessing nationwi de how the Hillary canpaign
spent $12 million for a phony dossier that the
Justice Departnent from Cbama and the FBI to open up
a whol e attack on privacy rights for this guy,

Carter Page, to stop Trunp before, during, and after
t he el ection.

Since | spoke with you before, we've had this
tragedy at Parkland. And where was the FBI? | urge
everybody, read today's Florida Today newspaper.

It has an amazing story of what really happened. |
can't get fromthe Mam Herald. Wat really is
goi ng on?

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Thank you.

MR, KUNST: | want to offer you information
pl ease.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF: Thank you. We'll take the

i nformati on. Sonmeone will conme to neet with you to
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get the information while we continue. Thank you so
much.

Here's Lynette Fodor. Thank you, M. Fodor.
And then the Sheriff.

M5. FODOR: Good day. M nanme is Lynette
Fodor, a resident of Brevard County.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF: Coul d you cone up to the
m crophone a little closer? Thank you.

M5. FODOR: | thank the Constitution Review
Commttee for providing nme the opportunity to
di scuss with you Proposition 22. | inplore you to
uphold Florida's solid protection for privacy rights
and oppose Proposal 22.

The reasons to reject the proposal are nmany and
conpelling as it will dimnish Floridians' rights to
personal privacy. Qur present privacy |aws protect
everyday Floridians fromgovernnental intrusion into
so many aspects of our private |ives.

In addition to protecting our rights to nake
per sonal nedi cal decisions, including end-of-life
decisions, it protects us from governnment mneddling
into how we raise our children, our educational
choices for them and what we do in the privacy of
our homes.

At this tinme | thank the Judicial Commttee for
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the rejection of the proposed changes to Proposition
22. The rejection fromthe Judicial Commttee is
appreciated as a female Florida citizen and Auntie
to four nieces and one great niece.

The Judicial Conmmttee of |egal experts on the
original version categorically states the
constitutional rights we have today stay as
initially witten. Debates and discussions for both
sides were heard in public |oud and clear despite a
2-to-1 margin in support of the original privacy.

Privacy rights that Floridians will no | onger
have woul d be personal rights, marriage, intinmate
rel ati onshi ps, activities in dwellings and ot her
personal spaces, wonen's health, parenting choices,
and public enploynment in |icensing.

In 2012 a simlar anendnment was proposed. It
was rejected heavily by voters in a 15-point nmargin.
In Cctober 2017 a survey states Floridians supported
74 percent to keep the amendnent as is with only
7 percent supporting the change.

| urge you all to keep Proposition 22 from
bei ng voted on. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF: Thank you. Go ahead.

Sheriff.

SHERI FF CH TWOOD: Thank you, M. Chai rnman.
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|"ve been called worse, as you coul d imagi ne.

I"d like to thank all the comm ssioners for
their hard work on this inmportant topic. |'mhere
to discuss Proposition 13.

The Florida Sheriffs Association would like to
t hank Conmi ssi oner Carolyn Ti mmann for her
| eadership in sponsoring this proposition. The
sheriffs would also |ike to thank Conm ssi oner
Nocco and Commi ssioner Gainey for co-supporting this
| nportant proposal.

Sheriff Wayne Ivey from Brevard County coul d
not be here today as he is making funeral
arrangenents for his deputy who was tragically
killed over the weekend.

Proposition 13 revises Sections 1 and 6 of
Article VIIl of the Florida Constitution denmandi ng
that all constitutionally prescribed county
officers -- sheriff, tax collector, property
apprai ser, supervisor of elections, and clerk of the
court -- be elected by the voters of that county.

Thi s proposal was approved by nearly unani nous
votes in the local government conmttee and the
Et hics and Election Commttee. The 1885 Florida
Constitution initially established that

constitutional officers are to be elected and t hat
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their duties are prescribed in Florida Statutes.
However, w th amendnents authorizing county

charters, in particular the Hone Rule of 1968, the

duti es and net hod of selection for sone officers has

been changed. Wth every county officer elected,
Prop 13 would reinstate the original denocratic
checks and bal ances and restore the power to the
county citizens.

Sheriffs should be elected by the citizens of
their county and no charter should abolish the
office, such as mne, or turn sheriffs into
appoi nted position. The el ected, independent
sheriff is the nost accountabl e | aw enforcenent
of fi cer because they can devel op strategies that
properly address the tone and tenor of |aw
enf orcenent services denanded by their citizens.

| strongly urge you to support Proposition 13
and give the citizens a chance to restore the
i ndependent and el ected position of sheriff in al
67 counties.

Thank you for your work and your tine.

CHAl RVAN BERUFF: Barbara W/ Iianms, Mark
Pruitt, Panmela Goodw n.

W have a volunteer in the front row, if

anybody would Iike to | eave any nmaterials with us
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after they speak. Thank you.

M5. WLLIAVS: Cood afternoon. |'m Barbara
Wllians and | have been a citizen of Brevard County
for 30 years. | am president of the League of Wnen
Voters of the Space Coast, and it is my work with
themthat brings ne here today to urge you to oppose
Proposal 97.

The preanbl e of our Florida Constitution
begins: "W the people of the State of Florida."

The CRC web site touts that Florida is the only
state in the nation that offers this unique process
with high level input fromits citizens. Yet,
Proposal 97 will really elimnate the ability for
citizens to effectively participate in anmending
their Constitution.

Proposal 97 will meke it al nost inpossible for
a proposed anendnent to pass the threshold of
required votes because Proposal 97 requires
60 percent of the people voting in the election, as
opposed to 60 percent who voted on the proposal.

Now, while ny organization as well as others
try to work with people and engage and i nformthe
public, there are still far too many voters who only
vote for key candi dates on the ballot.

Thankful ly, many citizens al so know t he wordi ng
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on the anendnent of a ballot can be deceiving as can
be the ad. So if they don't have tine to

i nvestigate or do research on the anendnent, they
often don't vote on the anendnent.

They will not have that option with Proposal 97
because showing up to vote but not voting on an
anendnent they do not understand will be an
automatic "no" vote. This is an unfair decision for
the citizens of Florida, and so -- and an assault on
our denocracy, really. So I'murging you to oppose
Proposal 97.

I'"d also like to tell you that we stand with
Par kl and, so | ask you to please put an assault
weapons ban on ballot. Thank you.

(Audi ence interruption.)

CHAI RVAN BERUFF: Fol ks, there's a | ot of
peopl e that are taking tinme out of their day and
their famly to be here today, so the cards of
support in green and red, we're fine with that. But
we would really like to keep the outbursts to a
m ni rum so we can give everyone their tine at the
m crophone. Thank you very much.

M. Pruitt.

MR. PRUI TT: Thank you for being here and thank

you for your service.
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My nane is Mark Tinmothy Pruitt, and | represent
Tanpa General Hospital, and | would like to take a
m nute to address Proposal 54 regarding certificate
of need.

Everyone in our comunity deserves access to
t he best, nost affordable healthcare. The repeal of
CON and deregul ation of healthcare has the potenti al
to dramatically increase healthcare costs as well as
|l ead to a significant decrease in quality of care
across the State of Florida.

It also has the potential to significantly
decrease access to quality healthcare, making it
harder to obtain necessary services that are
currently available in our comunity.

Wil e sone say that elimnating CON creates
nore conpetition and drives down costs, the opposite
Is nore likely to happen. The healthcare industry
is heavily regulated by both state and federal
government making it unlike any other business in a
free market.

Addi ng conpetition in healthcare doesn't drive
quality, and lower costs, like it does in a free
mar ket econony. Instead, costs will increase. Wth
the repeal of CON you will nost |ikely see a

significant increase in new hospitals in our
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comunities, and independent hospitals are likely to
be consolidated into | arger healthcare systens.

These | arge systens will have nore |everage to
negoti ate hi gher reinbursenent rates frominsurance
conpani es. This higher insurance cost will be
passed through to consuners, increasing their
I nsurance prem uns and deducti bl es.

Wiile we are likely to experience an increase
in costs, we are likely to see a decline in quality
of care in our comunity. It is well docunented
that the nore tinmes a hospital perforns a procedure,
the better the outcone. Wth CON in place,
hospital s gain expertise in specific procedures due
to increased vol une anong fewer hospitals.

Based on our research and heal thcare
experience, it is our recomendation to continue
certificate of need regulation in the State of
Florida. CONis working in Florida. It is an
effective tool that keeps costs in check and
protects the quality and access of care in our
conmmuni ty.

Thank you very much

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Thank you.

Whil e Ms. Goodman cones up, please -- Anthony

Dutton -- | think I pronounced that right -- Terry
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Sanders and Conwel | Hooper.

Thank you. Yes, nma'am

M5. GOODMAN:  Good afternoon, Conmi ssioners.
My nane is Panela Goodnman, and |'m president of the
League of Wonen Voters of Florida. |'malso today
representing the Florida Coalition to Prevent Gun
Vi ol ence.

VWhat |"'mreally here today doing is
representing the thousands of students that | was
honorabl e -- honored to stand with on Saturday at a
rally in Fort Lauderdal e, students that were
friends, conrades, and peers of the 17 that were
nowed down in the terrible tragic shooting in
Par kl and, and |I'm speaking for them

They're on buses on their way to Tal | ahassee,
so please indulge ne in expressing their voice to
this very powerful Comm ssion.

There are no easy solutions to the epidem c of
gun violence in our nation, but there is at |east
one thing that can get us noving in the right
direction. The mgjority of Floridians, regardless
of political affiliation, support a ban on assault
weapons. And let's start calling them what they
are. Assault weapons are weapons of nass

destruction designed to kill humans quickly and
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efficiently.

The Par kl and shooter used an AR-15 assault
rifle purchased legally to snuff out 17 innocent
lives. The Pulse Nightclub shooter killed 49 and
injured 53 others with a Sig Sauer MCX. These
sem -automati c assault weapons are civilian versions
of mlitary assault rifles.

This is a distinction with no difference in
killing power. They are arguably nore deadly than
mlitary versions because nost experts agree that
sem -automatic fire is nore accurate.

A majority of Anericans, including gun
owners -- and |'mone of those -- consistently
support |aws prohibiting assault weapons and
supported growi ng. A poll conducted in 2012 found
that 62 percent of Anericans favored banning
mlitary-style weapons. A recent Pew Research
Center poll last year found that 68 percent favored
banni ng assault weapons. A political norning
consult poll showed 72 percent.

During the federal assault weapons ban that was
in force already from'94 to 2004, the nunber of gun
massacres --

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Thank you, Ms. Goodman.

M5. GOODMAN: | please ask you to -- you can
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I nfl uence your appointees, influence our senate
president, our house speaker, and governor, and the
power that you have to please put this issue on the
bal | ot --

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Thank you, Ms. Goodman.

M5. GOCDMAN: -- before the voters.

(Audi ence interruption.)

CHAl RVMAN BERUFF: Fol ks -- fol ks, we have a
neeting to conduct. W appreciate the passion in
the room But at the end of the day, we want
everyone to be able to cone to this podi um and
speak. And that's why we insist that we keep the
show to green and red cards. And that's the rules
we've set. So we appreciate you follow ng them
pl ease.

Everybody understands, | think, in this room
t he tal ks about gun bans, that is not one of the 37
proposal s before this Conm ssion, okay.

(Audi ence interruption.)

CHAl RMAN BERUFF: Fol ks, this is a process.
And it was a process that was established before us.

(Audi ence interruption.)

CHAI RVAN BERUFF: So we appreci ate your
comments. |If you want to cone up here and take your

two mnutes and tal k about that, that's fine. But
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It is not one of the proposals that are before us.
So we appreciate -- we have a job to do. W have a
job to do. And we'd like to be supportive of the
citizens in the roomthat want to tal k about the 37
proposal s, which are before us for further
consideration in March and April. Thank you.

So Anthony Dutton, Terry Sanders, Conwel |
Hooper .

M. -- how do you pronounce your nhane?

MR. DUTTON:  Ant hony Dutton.

My nane is Anthony Dutton. I'ma retired Navy
officer and a | awyer and | reside here in Ml bourne.

| urge you to oppose Proposal 72, which would
require a supermgjority two-thirds vote by each
house in the |l egislature to approve any new state or
tax fee or to increase an existing tax or fee.

Addi ng Proposal 72 to the Constitution would
severely Iimt Florida's ability to invest in
education, nmental health, roads, bridges, parks, |aw
enforcenment, healthcare, and nmuch nore. |Its
adoption would | eave our state in a dangerously
unpr edi ct abl e econom ¢ position.

Further, at this tine when the federal
governnent's new tax and infrastructure plans are

designed to require states and cities to be
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responsi ble for nore of their own operating costs
and infrastructure, Proposal 72 would be an
especially bad policy for Florida. Think how our
senior citizens mght suffer in the next inevitable
econom ¢ downt urn.

Finally, the |egislature by Proposed
Amendnent 1 is attenpting to reduce |ocal governnent
revenues at the sane tine as a CRC, largely
appointed by that legislator's rulers is trying by
Proposal 72 to nake it harder for the legislature to
assi st the local governments it has just injured.
Sensi bly? No. Please, vote no on Proposal 72.

And finally, just a question for you all to
consider. Proposal 21, Restoration of Felon Voting
Ri ghts, has been withdrawn by its sponsor. |Is
Proposal 21 truly dead? O may its substance
sonehow be revived by the full comm ssion obtaining
anot her proposal or by sone other neans?

Can you please tell us so we will know, those
of us who support Amendnent 4, how we should
proceed?

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Thank you, M. Dutton.

MR, DUTTON: Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Thank you.

Terry Sanders.
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M5. SANDERS: Hi. Thank you, Conm ssioners.
Terry Sanders. | live in Indialantic here in
Brevard. And thank you all for coming. | noticed
District Attorney Bondi is not here. Unfortunately,
she won't hear our public coments. But | do want
to say that we are interested in the process. And
what we understand is that there have been
commttees. Commttees have | ooked at proposals and
many have been laid on the table.

That should be the end of it, but we understand
from public comments by sone conm ssioners that, for
i nstance, Proposal 22 to change the privacy
anmendnent, will be brought back. And that goes
agai nst any kind of |ogical rules about what you
woul d -- why do you have committees if you' re going
to just bring something back?

So this al so addresses the issue around the
assault rifles. If you can bring sonething back,
you can add sonmething. So that's what people are
asking you today. W' re looking for you to |isten
to the people. W're here. W've shown up. W
have given up a lot of our tine for this, as have
you. Thank you.

But we really need you to understand that 22 is

extrenely unpopular. 97 is extrenely unpopul ar.
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They woul d go nowhere. Al education bills, they
woul d go nowhere. You woul d never get 60 percent of
voters.

Pl ease, you can get 60 percent of the voters on
banni ng assault weapons. Please nove forward with
that. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN BERUFF:. Thank you.

Gary -- no. M. Conwell, is that correct?

MR. HOOPER  Correct.

CHAl RVAN BERUFF: Wil e you're com ng up
M. Gary Laur, | think. Laura Roth, Janes Rose
woul d please |ine up also. Thank you so much

Pl ease proceed.

MR. HOOPER: CGood afternoon, M. Chairman and
menbers of the Commttee. M nane is Conwel |
Hooper. |I'mthe executive director of the Anerican
Senior Alliance. W are a nonprofit, advocacy
organi zati on headquartered in Atlanta, Ceorgia, and
we're covering |legislative and regul atory issues in
Si X southeastern states: Louisiana, M ssissippi
Georgi a, Al abama, Florida, and Tennessee.

W appreciate your service. W testified
recently in the Declaration of Rights Comrittee that
we are very concerned about Proposal 88. W think

it's bad for Florida, bad for senior citizens, and
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bad for those providing exceptional care for our
senior citizens.

W strive every day to ensure our vul nerable
citizens receive quality care and affordabl e prices
i n our nursing home conmunity. And Proposal 88
woul d wreak havoc on the industry. It would disrupt
the trenmendous progress that our nursing honmes and
assisted living communities have nade over the | ast
ten years.

W're interested in affordable, quality care
and dependabl e services for our seniors. And
Proposal 88 would do nothing nore than nake it
easier for the plaintiff trial |awers to sue
nur si ng hones and assisted |iving providers.

Florida is hone to about 3.5 mllion seniors
who are 65 plus. And 70 percent of the nursing
homes in Florida are rated 4 or 5 stars by
Commi ssion. W can't afford this radical proposal
that would sinply line the pockets of trial |awers
and jeopardize quality care. Qur senior citizens
don't want to see a "Cl osed" sign in front of the

only long-termcare facility in their conmunity.

W ask you to vote "no" on Proposal 88 so
Florida can remain open to those that provide

af fordabl e quality care and dependabl e services for
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el derly Americans. Thank you very mnuch.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Thank you.

Gary -- if you could give nme the |ast nane,
pl ease, sir.

MR, LANE: Lane, L-a-n-e.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Thank you, sir.

MR LANE: M nane is Gary Lane, Ml bourne
Beach, Brevard County. | would like to thank
Comm ssi oner Eri ka Donal ds for sponsoring Proposal
43.

As nost of us know, the CRC neets once every 20
years and can pl ace constitutional amendnents
directly on the state ballot. This year you're
consi dering Proposal 43 for 8-year termlimts on
all school board nenbers. Termlimts wl
encour age regul ar, open-seats el ections.

Term|limts encourage i ndependence by the
school board as termlimts will regularly sever the
rel ationship that grows between special interests
and i ncunbent board nenbers.

Termlimts inprove citizen access to the
process, both in running for office or working on
meani ngf ul canpaigns. Termlimts encourage new
faces and ideas. |Incunbent nenbers often have their

heel s dug in over past political ballots, are
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whetted to special interests they have relied on for
reel ection.

The termlimts mandate rotation in the office,
whi ch expands a circle of citizens with intimte
know edge of how the school board works. Term
limts encourage transparency and di scourage
corruption, both soft and hard.

Termlimts create a level playing field
bet ween the school board and Florida's other
political offices which alnost all have 8-year term
limts. This termlimt should not be |arger than 8
years. Florida deserves a vote on school board term
limts. | ask that you place a constitutional
anmendnent on the state ballot.

Thank you very nuch. Have a very nice
aft er noon.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Thank you.

Ms. Rot h.

M5. ROTH. Good afternoon. Thank you for your
service to this inportant Commi ssion. |'m Laura
Roth, clerk of the circuit court for Volusia County,
Florida. |'man attorney and nenber of the Florida
Bar as wel|.

|"m here today to ask you to adopt Proposal 55,

whi ch woul d ensure a nore reliable funding nodel to
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support the vital duties of the Florida clerks of

court. The integral role of the clerks in our court
systemis of such inportance that | anguage regarding
our funding is already included in our Constitution.

Article V of the Constitution, which
establishes the judicial branch, currently states in
part in Section 14, "All funding for the offices of
the clerks of the circuit and county courts shall be
provi ded by adequate and appropriate filing fees and
service charges and costs for the perform ng of
court-related functions."

However, | egislative changes to filing fees and
their distribution over the years has resulted in an
unsust ai nabl e situation where the ngjority of cases
processed by clerks currently require no fees,
resulting in revenue shortfalls and drastic budget
reductions for the clerks year after year.

St atewi de, cl erk budgets have decreased
$63 mllion in the last five years. It's a crisis
point for us. In Volusia County al one, ny
court-rel ated budget has been reduced by al nost $3
mllion, and |I've | ost over 60 enpl oyees.

Wil e clerk funding has steadily decreased, our
duties and services to the court, other justice

agenci es, attorneys, and justice partners have
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beconme nore conpl ex and necessary.

In 1998, in the Statenent of Intent regarding
Article V, Section 14, the 1998 CRC stated that the
| egi sl ature shoul d adopt a procedure to fund the
clerks when filing fees, charges, and costs are
insufficient to cover the court-rel ated expenses of
the office.

Proposal 55 sinply adds the specificity needed
to conplete the intent expressed by the CRC in 1998,
and, therefore, should be included in the
Constitution. Please support Proposal 55.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Thank you.

James Rose and Grant -- Grant Ml oy, Josephine
Shim and Ti na Braungardt, please.

Next speaker.

MR. ROSE: Thank you. M nanme is Janes Rose.
I"man attorney from Daytona Beach, Florida, where
|"ve practiced |aw there for 36 years since ny
graduation fromthe University of Florida Law Schoo
back in 1982. |'m a past board nenber of the
Vol usi a County Bar, also a past chairman of the
Dayt ona Regi onal Chanber of Commerce. | rise also
today to support Proposal 55 that Ms. Roth just

spoke to.
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|'ve been, again, an attorney there in the
Vol usia County area for 36 years, and during that
time we've seen a reduction in the amount of noney
that the clerk's office gets. The clerk's office is
the lubricant that makes the judicial system work.

As Ms. Roth said, they've lost sone $3 million
I n funding and 30 percent of their funds in the | ast
10 years. It's inportant that they're adequately
funded because if you go to court, if the docunents
aren't there, if the cases haven't been done, things
don't get done. As a business person, that neans
your case is not being adjudicated. You cannot nove
forward

Unfortunately, the clerk's office funding has
beconme a political football in the legislature. As
Ms. Roth said, they do not get any funding for the
crimnal matters that cone before them which is a
great part of what they have to deal wth.

So ny request would be, Proposition 55 needs to
be taken care of to help the judiciary and help the
busi ness comunity al so. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF: M. Ml oy.

MR. MALOY: Good afternoon. Grant Ml oy,

Sem nol e County Clerk of the Court and Conptroller

| have a unique story to tell. | served two terns
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as a Sem nol e County conm ssioner in a charter
county. | was appointed by -- | appointed citizens
to serve on the charter review. Later on | served
on a charter review conmm ssion that proposed to take
over the powers of a constitutional office. | then
canpai gned agai nst those proposals, which the voters
rej ected.

Now, 12 years later, | happen to be a
constitutional officer nyself as clerk and
conptroller, and I"'mcurrently in front of a charter
revi ew conm ssion that's been going on for 6 nonths,
and the only topic they' ve been tal king about is
constitutional officers.

And this is happening instead of the Home Rule
I ssues that they're supposed to tal k about that
citizens really care about. So |I've seen this issue
fromevery side. Current rules of charter counties
weaken the checks and bal ances that protect the
citizens.

An exanple is, ny office of the conptroller is
t he taxpayer watchdog for the county. Every check
and paycheck that goes out on county business has
two signatures, the chairman's signature and ny
signature. State |law says |I'mpersonally liable for

t he expenditures approved that are not follow ng
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procedures.

So our job is to protect the taxpayers' checks
and bal ances in the county governnment. This also
happens to be the office that the charter review
tried to abolish 12 years ago.

Charters are sold as Hone Rule and that's a
hoax. Here's what charters do. They nmake counties
supercities, able to raise nore taxes. Once our
charter was passed in Sem nole County, the first
thing the comm ssioners did was put in place a
utility tax, which they previously could not do.

Charters grow bi gger governnent and restore the
protective checks and bal ances built into our
Constitution, and tilt the bal ance of power fromthe
people to the county comm ssion. At any tine in
Sem nol e County three conmm ssioners can propose a
charter change to abolish ny office or any other
constitutional office.

This should be a state issue that's deci ded by
| egi slators. They created the counties. The
counties don't create the state. And if there's a
change to a charter officer, it should occur in the
state legislature, not at the county |evel.

| woul d appreciate your support in protecting

checks and bal ances by supporting Proposition 13.
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Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Josephi ne Shim

M5. SHHM Good afternoon. M/ nane is
Josephine -- or "Jo" -- Shim and | live in Cocoa in
Brevard County. |'mhere today to speak as a nenber
of the League of Wnen Voters and al so as an
I mm grant.

Proposal 29 mandates that Florida businesses
use the E-Verify systemto confirmthat newly hired
enpl oyees are eligible to work. | urge you to
oppose this proposal .

E-Verify is error prone and, therefore, has the
potential to result in thousands of Florida
residents, citizens, and |legal inmmgrants being
denied the right to work. Even an error rate of
1 percent results in thousands of eligible workers
bei ng unabl e to work.

The E-Verify systemis costly for businesses to
run, and additional staff nmay be needed to run the
program and to investigate problens. Additionally,

t he proposal provides harsh penalties for businesses
for nonconpliance. E-Verify opens the door to

di scrimnation by enployers. Immgrants are

vul ner abl e because E-Verify was devel oped to

identify illegal inmmgrants.
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An L. A Tinmes editorial suns up the issue.
"Mandating E-Verify wouldn't provide Anerican
busi nesses with a |l egal workforce. It would nerely
drive mllions of undocunented workers further
under ground wher e unscrupul ous enpl oyers can nore
easily exploit them™

| thank the nmenbers of the Comm ssion for
allowing me to speak today and | urge you to oppose
Proposal 29. | also ask you not to bring back
Proposal 22, which will weaken privacy protection
for all Floridians. And, finally, | urge the CRC to
take action by bringing forward a proposal to ban
assaul t weapons.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF: After Tina Braungardt, Mary
Stewart, Lauren Brenzel, Sue Kiley cone up.

M5. BRAUNGARDT: Thank you, Chairnman and
Conmi ssioners. M nanme is Tina Braungardt, and | am
a 37-year Florida resident and registered voter.
And |'ve been in hospice care for 11 years and in
adm nistration 10 of those 11 years. |'m here today
to respectfully ask the CRC to anend Proposal
Nunber 54 and renove hospice.

| would Iike to say that the hospice

certificate of need is a conplex issue and it should
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be considered by the Florida Legislature and not
deci ded by a constitutional amendnent.

El i m nati on of hospice certificate of need w il
not lead to a free market for hospice. 95 percent
of hospice care is paid for by the federal
gover nment through Medi care or Medi cai d.

Rei mbur senent rates are fixed and not subject to a
free market econony.

Hospices are paid a daily per diemrate and is
a risk-assuned benefit for providing services,
products, and durabl e nedical equipnent. |It's not
based on a fee for services or products.

Need for additional hospice progranms are
currently analyzed twice a year by the Agency of
Heal t hcare Administration. Applications are
submitted and certificates are awarded to neet
Florida's grow ng need.

Hospice patients in the State of Florida wll
be harmed if hospice certificate of need is
abolished as a part of the Florida Constitution. It
woul d adversely affect the quality of care multiple
patients receive as well as the care their famlies
receive in their comunity.

It is the legislature's job to make |l aws. This

I ssue does not belong in the Constitution. Wat
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woul d be lost? Regulatory structure. There would
be chaos in hospice without a regulatory structure.

Since ny time is up, I"'mnot going to finish
but thank you very nuch.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Thank you.

Mary Stewart.

M5. STEWART: (Good afternoon. M nane is Mary
Stewart and, hopefully, you've been receiving ny
letters. Wien | adopted ny first greyhound, | knew
very little about greyhound racing.

| knew the dog that | was adopting was going to
be killed by the breeder because she couldn't get
pregnant until the breeder's wife contacted the
adoption group and begged it to take her and anot her
femal e in because, as she put it: Her husband had
killed so many dogs recently, she just couldn't take
It anynore.

| then started volunteering with an adopti on
group, and as an attorney and the president of
multiple | egal and charitable organizations, |I was
given a lot of responsibility fromthe very
begi nning. The first thing that struck me with ny
time with the adoption group was the condition of
t he dogs.

| could not believe how thin they were, how

ANGELL REPORTING SERVICE




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

40

rotten their teeth were, how many were covered in
fleas and ticks, had PTSD, intestinal worns, and
health issues that were never attended to, including
cancer and autoi nmune di seases.

One dog in particular I will never forgot had
just cone off the track and she was scream ng in
pain with bl ood pouring out of her rectum as she was
trying to go to the bathroom | wll also never
forget the dog who cane directly off of a breeding
farm who was over a year old and had an eye
condition so severe that one eye was the size of a
golf ball and it |looked as if it was about to burst.

And the other eye was crested over to the
extent that this dog was practically blind. And yet
at 14 nonths old she had never received a day of
veterinary care. | also won't forget the calls I
recei ved even recently to pick up dogs as soon as
possi bl e because the trainers were threatening to
kill themto nake roomfor the new ones com ng in.

But that's the thing. Regardless of what you
may hear today fromthose who are in favor of
greyhound racing, those in the industry don't really
care about these dogs. They don't care if the dog
loses its life on the track. |[If they did, they

simply woul d not race them
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They al so woul d not keep them caged for 20-plus
hours a day, day after day, nonth after nonth, year
after year. These dogs are nothing nore to them
t han noney- maki ng nmachi nes and - -

(Audi ence interruption.)

M5. STEWART: ~-- they will stay and do whatever
they can to preserve their way of life.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Thank you for comrents.

MS. STEWART: Thank you. Please vote "yes" on
Proposal 67.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF: Lauren Brenzel. Sue Kiley.

MS5. BRENZEL: Hi, ny nane is Lauren Brenzel.
I"'mconming fromthe Tanpa Bay area because
recogni ze how inportant this Conm ssion is, and |
just want to urge you not bring back Proposal 22,
and respect citizens in the State of Florida's
strong right to privacy.

| also want to urge you to consider a ban on
assault rifles. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN BERUFF: Thank you.

Kate Mazzotta, Estefany -- Stefan- --

V5. LONDONO  Estefany Londono.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF: Londono, there you go.

Sorry, Estefany.

Lisa Tilson, please. Is Ms. Kiley here, Sue
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Kil ey? Thank you.

You're next. You're Kate? Thank you.

M5. MAZZOTTA: Good afternoon, ny nanme is Kate
Mazzotta. 1'd like to thank you so nuch for al
your hard work and for opening this Commttee and
this hearing for the public. |I'msorry.

| urge you to uphold Florida's strong
protection for privacy rights and, therefore, oppose
Proposal 22. The m sl eading | anguage of this
proposal risks fooling Florida voters into
supporting an anendnent that woul d di smantle
Florida's existing conprehensive privacy protection.

| am sure you realize that according to an
Oct ober 2017 policy poll, 74 percent of Florida
voters said they would not support an effort to
renove our current privacy protection. | ask then
that you do not revive this proposal and instead
focus your efforts on what Florida voters do want, a
ban on assault weapons |ike the AR 15.

(Audi ence interruption.)

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Fol ks - -

M5. MAZZOTTA: | cannot help but note that you
began this hearing with a heartfelt and neani ngf ul
prayer for those affected by the violence in

Parkl and. As elected officials here, you have the
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uni que opportunity to circunvent the choke-hold that
the NRA has on our nation's politics. Let Florida
voters deci de that enough is enough.

| cannot express in words what it was |ike when
an active shooter was at the Florida State
University canpus and | had to answer panic texts
fromny nother who wanted to know if | was a
statistic, if I would be a static face, a static
photo around which nmy friends would hold a vigil.

| cannot express what it was |ike in the wake
of the Pulse shooting to sit in total anxiety as |
waited to hear if ny friends were still alive. And
now we have witnessed the tragic events of Parkl and
and yet there is no proposal for an assault weapons
ban.

You have the chance -- and | woul d argue, the
responsibility -- to nake sure that no child in
Fl ori da ever has to wake up and go to school and ask
t hensel ves, "Am | next?"

(Audi ence interruption.)

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Thank you.

Fol ks, keep it down, please.

Estefany. Could you pronounce your |ast nane
one nore tine for us?

M5. LONDONG  Londono.
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CHAI RVAN BERUFF: Londono. Thank you.

M5. LONDONO So thank you for allowing ne to
speak today. M nane is Estefany and | live in
Olando. |'ma graduate student at the University
of Central Florida studying reproductive justice and
soci al inequality.

| urge you to protect privacy rights in Florida
and not bring back Proposal 22. This is an
intentionally msleading proposal that threatens the
right of privacy to Florida citizens. This proposal
woul d di sproportionately affect wonmen and
particularly | ow inconme wonen and wonen of col or.

| urge you to ensure that protections
guar ant eed under the current privacy clause of our
State's Constitution continue to protect al
Floridians in their personal and private |ives.

Additionally, we are submtting -- we are
el ectronically submtting a copy of thousands of
signatures we have coll ected throughout the State
from t housands of Floridians who could not nake it
to this hearing today who al so strongly oppose
bri ngi ng back Proposition 22.

Finally, | would Iike to ask you that you
propose a ban on assault rifles or any other form of

gun control proposal. As appreciated as our
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t houghts and prayers may be, enough is enough. W
need action. W need policy change. And | hope
that you have the courage to wite a proposal that
woul d put a stop to these mass kil lings.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Thank you.

Guerdy Reny, Mchael Smth, Tess Martin.
Guerdy Reny, M chael Smth, and Tess Martin.

Ms. Tilson, please.

M5. TILSON: Good afternoon. M nane is Lisa
Tilson, and |I'mfrom Boca Raton, Florida. | have
three children, and I'm here to speak agai nst
bringi ng back 22, Proposal 22. But |I'mactually
going to just say that and tell you what happened
| ast Thursday when ny daughter, in mddle school in
Boca Raton, told ne that she was afraid that she
woul dn't survive such a shooting that happened.

She told ne about her | ast period class and how
unprotected it was. | don't ever want to have a
conversation like that with nmy daughter again, ever.

| know that you're saying that you cannot put
this on the ballot, it's not part of what you do,
but many of you are elected officials or forner
el ected officials. Many of you were appoi nted by

t he governor. Many of you have his ear. And |
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I mpl ore you to take this back to Tal |l ahassee.

Ri ght now those kids are up there asking for
bills that will never make the floor to be heard.
Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF: Guerdy Reny, please.

M5. REMY: Hello. Good afternoon. M nane is

Guerdy Reny. | cane from Sem nole County by way of
Wnter Springs. |I'mhere with Planned Parent hood.
I"m here for opposition to Prop 22. |'m speaking

both as a nurse and as a case nmanager. Not only
woul d that put our people who are licensed in
jeopardy of litigation, because there's already a
H PAA | aw that is actually federal, which is
stronger.

So as we are receiving |lesser duties with
Prop 22 for privacy, we can still face issues with
privacy violations that we would do if that is
passed. Also, we have FRBR [phonetic], so that's
already a rule that's out here. So Prop 22 really
I n nmy opinion does not have a place because we have
stronger areas that are there.

But also on assault rifles, |I served in the
US Any. | carried an ML6. There's no reason for
anyone to have that sort of weapon out here. Wen |

had nmy ML6, | don't see that -- that is a weapon of
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mass destruction. It's a weapon that people carry
for war. An AR-15, that sane rifle, has the same
power .

So for ne, when | see that people are shooting
that in public and not in the battlefield, just as I
served in the Arny, that is sonething that shoul d
not have happened. So we really need to find out
why we're allowing this to happen in Florida because
| cone from New York -- and guess what? -- all that
I s banned.

Thank you very much.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF: M chael Smth. M chael
Smith. Tess Martin.

M5. MARTIN. Good afternoon. M/ nane is Tess
Martin and | thank you for the opportunity to speak.
" m here in opposition of Proposal 4, the repeal of
t he No- Al d Provision, which would underm ne the
vital barrier preventing direct funding of religious
practice with taxpayer dollars.

For over 130 years this proposition has
prohi bited the use of public tax dollars from
funding religious institutions, thereby protecting
Floridians fromwatching as their tax dollars fund
religious activities to which they aren't affiliated

and with which they may not agree.
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Florida's No-Ad Provision isn't just about
protecting your right to individual religious belief
and practices, it's about protecting you from seeing
your tax dollars used in ways you neither believe in
nor support.

Let's be absolutely clear. Deleting this
provi si on neans diverting funds from nei ghbor hood
schools in order to directly fund religious
practices, whether it is your religion or not. And
because this proposal doesn't require any oversight
or accountability, Floridians could see the m suse
of mllions of taxpayer dollars, massive fraud, and
political cronyismas access to this noney is given
to any group that calls itself a religious
institution.

Under the Florida Constitution as currently
witten, the State already contracts with
religiously affiliated organizations to provide
services in conmunities throughout the State. The
argunent that the No-Aid Provision hurts this
i nportant work is patently fal se.

Under the existing system religious
organi zati ons receive hundreds of tax breaks,
exenptions, and accommodations. Faith-based groups

perform essential social services every day, nuch of
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It wth funding through contracts with State
agenci es.

Arguing that these charitable contracts will go
away unl ess we change the Constitution is a scare
tactic. Under current |law, services that these
groups performare required to be nonreligious and
serve the needs of the community w thout
di scrim nati on.

The renoval of these protections would lead to
Floridians' tax dollars potentially funding
religious indoctrination, proselytizing, and

di scri m nati on.

So | urge this Commission to vote "no" on
Proposition 4.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Thank you, Ms. Martin.

M5. MARTIN: Thank you so nuch

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Thank you.

Kat heri ne Banko, Leann Chaney, Matt Susin.
Kat heri ne Banko, Leann Chaney, Matt Susin. And
after those three, Rachel Sines, Any Tidd, and
Victoria MG ath.

Is Ms. Banko here? Ms. Banko first, then
Ms. Leann Chaney, and then Matt Susin. Thank you.

M5. BANKO Hello. M nane is Katherine Banko.

Thank you, all you conm ssioners, for being here and
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all of my fellow citizens for also show ng up and
gi ving your support or requesting that sonme of these
bills, these proposals, not go forward.

We have had a shooting, another shooting in
Florida. And | understand the argunent that was
suggested a nonent ago. And | just want to say that
scary AR-15s should also be joined by other rifles,
such as the Ruger Mni-14, which also can hold ten
to a hundred rounds of anmunition.

These |l ook |ike just basic hunting rifles. |
want to know what hunter needs that many bullets to
rapid fire. Wat are they shooting? Are they going
after buffalo to make themextinct? |'mjust
wonder i ng.

So I've heard gun owners say that the left only
wants the AR-15s banned, or the scarier guns. |
want any gun banned that's going to kill 17 students
in such a short period of time. The assault rifles
ban was | et expire in 2005 by the 109t h Congress,
and shane on them And if you all do not pick up
and wite a proposal for this, shane on you.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF: Ms. Leann Chaney, Rachel
Sines, Any Tidd, Victoria MG ath.

M5. CHANEY: Hello. That working all right?

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Yes.

ANGELL REPORTING SERVICE




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

51

M5. CHANEY: | am Leann Chaney. | live here in
Mel bourne, Florida. 1'd like to ask you all to
support Proposition 67, which is to ban greyhound
racing. Right now there are only 19 racetracks | eft
inall of the United States, and 12 are them are
here in Florida. Forty states have al ready banned
this horrible practice, and it's really tinme for us
to do the sane.

My only problemwith 67 is it's not going into
effect until 2021, so there's still three nore years
of these aninmals suffering. There's no point in
making it take that long. You can nake this happen
even sooner.

Since | still have plenty of tinme, 1'd like to
say Proposition 22 was tabled because it didn't pass
the Judicial Conmttee. | ask you to pl ease respect
t he denocratic process and don't bring it back.
understand there's a comm ssioner actively trying to
bring it back. There's no point. |It's already gone
through the process. Let it drop.

And, finally, as many others have brought up, |
do stand with Parkland. Enough is enough. It is
time to ban these weapons. Protect our children.
Protect our society. You all have the ability to be

on the right side of history. Please do.
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CHAI RVAN BERUFF: M. Susin, M. Sine, Any
Tidd, Victoria McGath, Vicki Inpoco, please. Thank
you.

MR, SUSIN. Thank you, Comm ssioners. | just
want to take a mnute and ask your support for the
termlimt bill. M name's Matt Susin. |'ma
school board nenber here in Brevard County, and
wanted to bring light to a couple of issues that you
may not have heard before.

| listened to the other speaker, which laid out
a |l ot of good points, but one of the things that I
wanted to bring before you is, is where termlimts
came from

Not many peopl e know that President Washi ngton
was the first president to say that he wanted two
terms. But where did it come fron? |If you | ook
back at the Roman Enperor G ncinnatus, who cane
forward twice to defend Rone -- from being a farner,
t hen becom ng enperor -- and then set down all of
his enperor clothes the day after he defended Rone,
that is why President Washi ngton decided on the two
termns.

And the reason you know this is because his
soci ety was known as "The Society of G ncinnatus.”

And it's also what he wore on his chest when he was
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founded as one of the foundi ng nenbers and he becane
president of the United States of America, was on
his chest "The Loyal Order of Cincinnatus." |
want ed you guys to understand that and how that ties
into our termlimts.

The other thing | would like to speak to is, as
a new school board nenber, you bring newideas. 1In
education we are three years behind the curve of
where we truly need to be. Wen you have an
I ncunbent that's in there -- and I was just in a
nmeeting where there was an incunbent in there for
30 years -- you have policy that becones stagnant,
you have ideas that don't get brought to the table.

When you have sonebody who goes in there for
ei ght years and then they're out -- listen, | have a
hundred thousand people that are regi stered voters
inside ny district that could run for ny office.

For somebody to sit there and say that you're the
best that can be inside your district and that you
bring the only ideas, that is wong.

Il will tell you this as I close, is that if
it's good enough for the President of the United
States to sit in there for two terns and ei ght
years, it's good enough for a school board nenber.

Thank you very nuch
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CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Thank you.

Ms. Sines. Any Tidd. |Is Ms. Sines in the
roon? Ms. Sines, Rachel Sines, not present. Thank
you.

Go ahead, mm'am

M5. TIDD: Good afternoon, Conm ssioners. W
are really thrilled you' re here in Ml bourne today.
My nanme is Any Tidd, and | live in Rockledge. And
" m speaking today in favor of Proposition 11, which
I's suffrage and el ecti ons.

Il would like to thank the Conm ssion for your
support of this Proposition 11. | want to thank --
| apologize if |I nmangle your nane -- but Sherry
Pl ymal e as sponsor, Carolyn Ti mmann, Hank Coxe, and
Roberto Martinez for sponsoring this.

The reason |' m speaki ng before you today is
that denocracy is very inportant. Your work is
extendi ng denocracy. In Florida we attenpted --
right now if there's Denocrats or Republicans on a
bal | ot, you get to vote. |If there's only
Republicans on a ballot or only Denocrats, and
you're the opposite party, you should get to vote.

The legislators put a lawinto place so that if
there was no opposi ng opposition, that all persons

woul d get to vote on an election. So in Florida

ANGELL REPORTING SERVICE




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

55

right nowthis is -- we have a whol e bunch of
attorneys. They | ooked and found a | oophol e for
this.

So if you want to be a legislator, if you run
for office, you have to raise thousands of dollars
or get hundreds of petitions in order to get on the

ballot. Right now there's a | oophole that allows a

wite-in candidate to place their nane on the ball ot

Wi t hout any work, no noney, no tine, just put their
nanme on the ball ot.

When they do that, if there are three
Republ i cans and no Denocrats, the wite-in ball ot
closes the ballot for all the other people. 1In
Brevard we had one | egislator who was el ected by
7,000 people. There was a hundred thousand peopl e
in his district.

So pl ease support Proposition 11. | thank you
for that. And also I stand with Parkland. Pl ease
ban assault weapons.

CHAl RMAN BERUFF: Thank you.

Victoria McGath, Vicki Inpoco, Ml anie Marsh.
Victoria McGath, please. Vicki Inpoco. Thank you

M5. MCGRATH: Good afternoon, Conmi ssioners.
My nane is Victoria MG ath, and | want to speak to

you today in support of Proposal 96, Marsy's Law.
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am here because | ama nmenber of a club in which no
one wants to belong. | amthe parent of a nurdered
child.

My son, N chol as, was nurdered on Cctober 1,
2016, or as | count the tinme, 1 year, 4 nonths and
17 days. M worst fears as a parent is now ny
reality. | can't imgine getting that ill-fated
phone call, because | did.

Since Nick's horrific death I have surrounded
nyself with victim s advocates and ot her survivors
of murder. | attend nonthly support group neetings
at POMC, or Parents of Murdered Children. | have
heard countl| ess heart-wenching stories of grief and
| oss and just as many stories of extrene
frustration, anger, and abandonnent over how our
crimnal justice systemtreats these victins.

| choose to believe that this treatnent for the
nost part is unintentional because | believe caring
for victinms should be a top priority.

Unfortunately, this isn't always the case, which is
why we need Marsy's Law.

Victinms nust have a voice in the crimna
justice system |'ve heard so nany horror stories
about victins not know ng about a sentencing hearing

or not having the chance to speak with the
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prosecut or about a possible plea deal. |[|'ve heard
about |ost notifications, or even no notifications.
| ' ve heard about homi ci de detectives dropping the
bal | and cases slipping through the cracks.

Sone of these cases -- one of the npbst common
threads | hear is how |l ong sonme of these cases take
to get to trial in the State of Florida, sonme going
on 5 and 10 years, with victinms having to go to the
hearings every few nonths, only to be nmet with del ay
after delay by the defense teans. W are
re-victimzed every single tine this happens.

To me and ny fellow co-victins, knowi ng what is
happening in our cases is paranount. Navigating in
the crimnal justice systemoften nakes us --

CHAl RVAN BERUFF: Ma'am you need to bring it
to a close.

M5. MCGRATH. | know. |'m al nost there.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Thank you.

M5. MCGRATH. Navigating the crimnal justice
system of ten nmakes us feel unbearably hopel ess and
power | ess, but being able to participate in the
crimnal court system as soneone who matters woul d
make a world of difference to those of us who are
suffering.

| urge you to support Proposal 96, Marsy's Law,
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because the victins deserve their rights too.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Thank you.

Vi cki I nmpoco, Tom Bexl ey, Ml anie Marsh, Laura
Fausone.

Ms. Inpoco, did | pronounce that right?

M5. | MPOCO.  You did not.

CHAl RMAN BERUFF: Good. | figured that you
woul d correct nme.

M5. | MPOCO Wl cone to Mel bourne. My nane is
Vicki Inmpoco. | live in Satellite Beach. | want to
thank you all for this opportunity to speak today in
opposition to Proposal 22.

Qur present policy clause protects Floridians
from governnment intruding into many aspects of our
private lives. It also protects our right to nake
per sonal nedi cal choices, including end-of-life
deci si ons.

As a registered nurse, | am concerned
Proposal 22 would nullify my patient's end-of-life
decisions, including living wills and
do-not-resuscitate orders. Proposal 22 could also
all ow a healthcare worker or famly nenber to get a
court forbidding the patient's w shes from bei ng
carried out.

Thirteen years ago Terri Schiavo, a severely
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br ai n-damaged Fl ori da woman, becane a nationa

synbol for how not to die in Anerica. A ngjority of
Anericans polled agreed, said in a relationship

I nvol vi ng physicians and famlies, politicians
shoul d stay clear.

Dignity is one of the last things we can give
to a person at the end of their life journey. Don't
take that dignity away by all ow ng governnent to
meddl e and interfere with those deci sions.

| commend the Judicial Commttee for their
conclusion -- consideration of the broad
consequences and their rejection of Proposal 22, and
strongly urge the full Conm ssion not to reconsider
this proposal.

Additionally, I, too, request a proposal to be
of sem -autonmatic assault weapons and | arge capacity
f eedi ngs, devices. Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Thank you.

M. Bexl ey, Melanie Marsh.

M . Bexl ey, thank you.

MR. BEXLEY: M. Chair, Conm ssioners, thank
you very nuch for your service. |'m Tom Bexley, the
el ected clerk and conptroller in Flagler County. M
background prior to ny career in public service was

in the insurance industry, where | was a snal
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busi ness owner.

["mcurrently in ny first termof office and
plan to spend the second half of ny career serving
the public. [I'mvery engaged with the residents of
ny county and receive a considerabl e amount of
f eedback on mny perfornance.

By far the comment | hear the nobst is, "Thanks
for | ooking out for the bottomline and taking care
of our nmoney." This is a daily rem nder that one of
the nost inportant parts of nmy job as county
conptroller is the prudent and conservative
fi nanci al managenment of county funds.

As you all know, Proposal 13 seeks to anend the
Florida Constitution to require that all county
constitutional officers be elected by the electors
of the county. The proposal has been portrayed as
an attack on hone rul e governnent.

13 is not an attack on Hone Rule, rather a
guarantee of it, a guarantee that the citizens of
Florida wll have a direct choice of who safeguards
their tax dollars. Then they can hold themdirectly
account abl e.

Al'l Floridians deserve a nmulti-layered system
of checks and bal ances by segregating duties between

two i ndependent and trusted entities, county
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governnent and county constitutional elected
of ficers.

Mai nt ai ni ng or establishing these multiple
| ayers of accountability is integral to earn and
keep the trust of residents in regard to their
noney. This initiative does not seek to target
specific counties. It is a big-picture initiative
about the citizens of the State of Florida.

Bottom|line, the proposal works to ensure the
continued protection of the public just as
originally intended by the Florida Constitution.

| ask you to vote "yes" to place Proposition 13
on the ballot so the residents of Florida can nake
this choice.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF: Ms. Marsh, Laura Fausone, Any
Laakman.

M5. MARSH. Hello. Thank you for having --
bei ng here today and hearing all of us. |I'mhere to
ask for your -- to -- I'msorry -- to support
Proposal 67 that's going to ban the betting on
greyhounds. It's very inportant.

They call it a sport, but yet the dogs have no
way of conprehendi ng what can happen to them on the
track. Wen you | ook at human sportsnen, they

understand what's at stake. They can get injured,
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| ose their career, becone paralyzed, or die. And
t he greyhounds have no way of conprehending this
outcone for them They're just trained to run
around a track. And everyone says, "Wll, the
greyhounds enj oy running."

They're sight hounds. It's a natural ability
of theirs that's being abused and -- because sone
peopl e want to nmake sone noney off of them And
that's a huge probl em because it's a $2 bet on the
dogs. And it's just barbaric. It's inhunmane.

And we shouldn't be able to put any dollar
value on a life when they didn't sign a contract to
be conpeting agai nst one another. They don't even
understand they're conpeting agai nst one anot her.

And another part I'd like to discuss is the
greyhound track is an expansive piece of property.
And we need to, in Florida, think about how to best
use our land in an intelligent manner.

And a lot of folks that | speak to, when they
thi nk of the greyhound track, all that cones to
their mnd is pain and death. So | think we could
use the greyhound -- land that the greyhound tracks
are on in nore inportant purposes to benefit
ever ybody.

And | would just like to close in saying that
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we need to renenber that Mahatma Gandhi said, "The
greatness of a nation and its noral progress can be
judged by the way its animals are treated."

And if we aren't able to have enpathy for
animals, you can't have enpathy for any beings
hi gher. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN BERUFF: Thank you for your comments.

Ms. Fausone, Any Laakman, and Joanne Regan.

M5. FAUSONE: Good afternoon. M nane is Laura
Fausone. You're close. And I'ma retired nurse and
a 44-consistent-voting resident of Florida, and |I'm
urging you to uphold Florida Privacy Act and oppose
Proposition 22. And, quite frankly, I don't even
know that | followthe logic as to why this is even
on t he agenda.

In 2012, over 60 percent of Floridians rejected
Amendnent VI, which attenpted to renove Floridi ans
privacy. Floridians showed that they do not want
this. And to repeat this futility is a waste of ny
tax dollars and your tax doll ars.

Now, perhaps you're using the argunent that you
are attenpting to save |ives of babies and children
by rewiting The Privacy Act, and that wonmen will no
| onger have autonony over their body and receive

abortions. So, yes, let's think about that: "W
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nmust save the children. W nust save the children."

So may | suggest that a better exercise of your
tal ents and use of our tax dollars would be to enact
on legislation that would i ndeed save the |lives of
children that attend our Florida schools. W may
al so save the lives of those individuals using
Florida airports and those who are in Florida
ni ght cl ubs having an i nnocent evening of fun with
their friends.

And | think it was Conm ssioner Stenberger --
you said you do not know what it's like to receive a
phone call. Well, sir, | do. Except |I didn't get a
phone call. | had two hom ci de detectives cone to
my door. And | am a seven-year w dow of soneone who
died froma gunshot wound.

And | can tell you, thoughts and prayers nean
nothing. But ny thoughts are that you do sonething
to ban assault weapons and that you'll find the way
to do it. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN BERUFF: Any Laakman, Joanne Regan,
Mary Davie Giffin.

Pl ease proceed, ma' am

M5. LAAKMAN. Hi. M nane is Any Laakman, and
| ama Gator, |I'man educator, |I'ma voter, I'ma

proud beachsi de person. But nost of all, I'ma
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private citizen, with the enphasis on "private." W
here in Florida enjoy a higher standard of privacy
and we are in danger of losing that.

Currently, we are protected by H PAA | aws, but
there are ways that we are being eroded, that we are
going to have to make sure that we are not standing
on a slippery slope. First, they will take away the
rights of wonen. Next, they will take away the
rights of end-of-life decisions. W can't just |et
t hi ngs go.

This proposal is dead. W don't need to revive
it. As | said earlier, I'man educator. | also
fear that one day that active shooter is conming in
ny classroom And | amtold to protect young
people's lives. | fear this. This is just
sonmething that is not necessary. W also need to do
It now.

Pl ease ban it now. |If not now, when? The tine
is right to ban assault weapons. Please, please, do
sonething for our future and your |egacy as well.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF: Ms. Regan, Ms. Giffin, Kari
Warren. Kari Warren.

Pl ease proceed, Ms. Regan.

V5. REGAN. Hel | o, Carl os.
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CHAl RVMAN BERUFF: Ch, ny God. W went to high
school together.

M5. REGAN. We're How e Hawks.

CHAl RMAN BERUFF:. Thank you. Good to see you,
Joanne.

M5. REGAN: Hel |l o.

CHAI RMAN BERUFF: It's only been 40 years.

M5. REGAN. No, |'ve seen you since then at our
reuni on.

CHAl RMAN BERUFF:. Yeah, our reunion, years ago.
Nice to see you.

M5. REGAN. |'mhere to speak about |egacy, and
particularly here to speak about your |egacy. Wat
you are doing here is not about your agenda. It's
not about mny agenda. But 20 years is a long tine,
and what you do will be on you. It will be your
| egacy and it will be renenbered. Wat an
i ncredi bl e anount of power, responsibility, and a
call to action.

It should not be what a governor wants. It
shoul d not be what a party wants. It should be what
is the right thing for the citizens of Florida. How
can | make our life better in Florida? Wat can |
do that will nmake me proud to say | served on this

Comm ssion? You will determine that by the way you

ANGELL REPORTING SERVICE




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

67

vot e.

It's about the next 20 years. WII your
grandchildren or children look with pride that you
participated, or wll they be one day be ashaned
that their grandparent rolled back rights and
privileges that generations before them enjoyed?

WI |l your grandchild, perhaps faced with a
pregnancy, a devel opnental |y unvi abl e pregnancy,
have an i npedi ment to reaching a nedical decision
bet ween her and her doctor? WII you be supporting
expandi ng privacy rights, public education free of
religious influence? WII| you been supporting Hone
Rule for nunicipalities? WIIl you be supporting no
off-shore drilling to protect our environnent?

| urge you to keep your legacy in mnd as you
deli berate, and don't do the politically expedient
thing. Take action that wll support the best
interests of all Floridians for the next 20 years.

And | also inplore you to please take up the
call to ban assault weapons. This is your calling.
Pl ease do the responsible job you' ve been appointed
to. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Thank you.

Ms. Griffin, Kari Warren, Curtis Hiervo.

Curtis. Is Ms. Giffin -- thank you. M. Wrren
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and Curtis Hiervo.

Pl ease proceed.

M5. GRIFFIN. M nanme is Davie Giffin, Mry
Davie Giffin. | live in Deltona in Volusia County,
and | thank all of you for letting nme have the
opportunity to speak with you and | et you know our
opi ni ons.

I"'mhere to urge you to reject Proposal 4, the
repeal of the No-Ai d clause. The No-Aid clause, in
case anyone has forgotten what it says, states that,
"No revenue of the State or any political
subdi vi si on or agency thereof shall ever be taken
fromthe public treasury directly or indirectly in
aid of any church, sect, or religious denom nation
in aid of any sectarian institution.”

This is the Florida Constitution's separation
of church and state. Wthout it, the taxpayers may
fund various religious institutions that they
di sagree with, such as Christian, Jew sh, Mislim
W ccan, Satanist, and so on, private schools.

A lot of tinmes people -- and I'mjust going to
touch on this one a little bit because | thought it
was interesting -- mstake this clause, this No-Ad
clause to be anti-Catholic. And this provision was

adopted in 1885.
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Since then it's been in the Florida
Constitution and the people and courts have found,
guote, No bigoted purpose in retaining the No-Aid
cl ause, end of quote. |In fact, the first English
| anguage Cat holic Encycl opedia in 1909 studied the
No- Aid cl ause and found that, quote --

CHAl RMAN BERUFF: Thank you for your comments,
Ms. Giffin. Thank you.

M5. GRIFFIN.  Thank you.

CHAl RVAN BERUFF: Is Kari Warren in the house?
Kari Warren? Did | see anybody in the audi ence that
| ooks |ike Kari Warren? No? kay. How about
Curtis? Thank you. And Janice Rose and Judy Gim
pl ease.

Go ahead.

MR, H ERVG Good afternoon. M nane's Curtis
H ervo. |'mthe executive director of the Central
Florida assisted living facility-CIO W represent
over 70,000 workers fromover 100 different union
|l ocals in the Olando netropolitan area.

Qur workers are the fol ks that nake sure you
have a great tinme when you visit Disney Wrld.
They're the educators teaching the next generation
of students in the Olando area. They're those AT&T

wire techs that are nmaking sure you have Direct TV,
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an NFL Sunday ticket when football comes around.

Additionally, the identity of many of our
workers is that of an inmm grant, whether it's a
naturalized inmgrant, whether it's a |legalized
per manent resident, or even fol ks that have
tenporary protected status which allows themto
apply their craft and work.

Qur | abor counsel is here before you today to
oppose Proposal 29, which we feel puts a burden on
Central Florida's workers that is unjust. W
understand that E-Verify has many probl ens and many
errors.

A speaker earlier articulated one of those
I ssues that even with 1 percent failure rate, we
have an undue burden put upon our workers where if
t hey have | egal protective status or they have a
right to apply their craft, the burden's on themto
be able to prove it. And with E-Verify, it makes it
very tough case to nake.

Additionally, we know wth this nmandate, this
bureaucratic proposal, it would have a chilling
I npact on busi nesses interviewi ng inmgrants or
folks with imm grant-soundi ng nanes, |ike nyself.

Qur | abor counsel stands opposed to this

proposal, which we feel is anti-worker and
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anti-business. Furthernore, it is bureaucratic
overreach. It is the job of the federal governnent
to deal with imm gration, not the state governnent.

Thank you for your tine.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Thank you.

Jani ce Rose, Judy Gim Debbie Smth, and Derek
Ganary, please. Thank you.

M5. ROSE: Good afternoon. M/ nane's Janice
Rose. | live in Onond Beach in Volusia County.
And | just wanted to voice ny strong opposition of
Proposition 4, which is the No-A d clause. The nost
obvi ous reason that conmes to my mind is that it wll
just further erode funding for our public schools by
renoving restrictions of sending nore tax dollars to
religious institutions that are not held accountable
to the same academ c standards and the sane
financial standards as our public schools.

Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Thank you.

Judy Gim

M5. GRRM  Hello. M name is Judy Gim |I'ma
40-year resident of Volusia County. [|'malso the
road and bridge and stormnater director for Vol usia
County. |I'mthe vice-president of Florida

St ormwat er Association. | appreciate the
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opportunity to speak today.

| know CRC 95 is not fornmally deened active.
However, it's our understanding that the sponsor
Intends to reintroduce this for consideration. 1|'m
extrenely concerned about the CRC 95 with regards to
the ability of |ocal government to manage fl oodi ng
and control water pollution, which are statew de
| Ssues.

Fl oodi ng projects are critical to residents,
busi nesses, and tourists alike. Hurricanes,
tropi cal stornms, and other stormevents severely
i npact our state much too frequently. This flooding
is going to worsen with sea | evel rise.

Al so, clean water matters for our econony and
for the quality of life of our residents and our
visitors. People who live in or visit Florida want
to swm boat, fish, and drink clean water. Qur
agricultural sector also relies on clean, reliable
water for irrigation and |livestock production.

From a water quality perspective, all Florida
wat er bodi es, such as the Indian R ver Lagoon,

St. Johns River, and springs such as Blue Springs,
have water quality standards to nmeet. Qur |oca
governnments are required by federal and state

permts and al so the nmandates of our residents to

ANGELL REPORTING SERVICE




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

73

neet these water quality standards.

W must nmaintain the ability of | ocal
governnments that manage the stormmater systens that
Proposal 25 wll cripple -- 95, excuse ne -- wll
cripple our |ocal response to address flooding, sea
| evel rise and water quality.

We ask for you to withdraw any further
consi deration of 95 so that we can manage | ocal
fl ooding and water quality conditions and create a
sustai nable future for Florida residents and its
econonmny.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF: Thank you. Thank you.

Debbi e Smith, Derek Ganary, Joe Trudden.

M5. SMTH. Good afternoon. M nane is Debbie
Smth, and I'mfrom Sem nole County. |I'm here today
to tal k about open primaries and to thank
Comm ssi oner Schifino for his Proposal 62.

| did watch the Ethics and El ection Comm ttee
review his proposal, discuss his proposal, hear
testinony from supervisors of elections, election
attorneys. And at the end of that they voted 6 to 3
to nove the proposal forward.

The General Provisions Conmttee spent one hour
| ooki ng at everything that had been presented to the

previous conmittee. They did not hear everyone's
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support for the proposal. They voted O to 7 to stop
the proposal. So | amglad that we can possibly
resurrect Proposal 62.

| have been an NPA since | was 18 years old. |
am58. I'ma lifelong NPA. | will not be bullied
into picking a party. And forced association, |
believe, is not the answer to building an inclusive
and neani ngful electorate. |In Florida there are 3.4
mllion i ndependent and NPA voters who are | ocked
out of primaries. Over 70 percent of Florida voters
agree that primaries should be open.

So | suggest we put it on the ballot and |et
t hem deci de. Those nost vocal about open prinaries
are party loyalists who are married to a systemthat
is dysfunctional. Florida's NPAs have grown from 4
percent in 1998 to 27 percent in 2018. In 2016, 13
mllion of our tax dollars went to run cl osed
primaries, which I'"mnot allowed to vote in.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF: Thank you for your comments.

M5. SM TH. Thank you.

CHAl RMAN BERUFF: Dara -- Derek. It's "Derek,"
isn't it? I'msorry. | can't read your witing. |
apol ogi ze for that, Derek. At least | got the --
how about the | ast nane?

MR Ganary: Ganary.
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CHAI RVAN BERUFF: Ganary, okay. Pl ease
proceed. Thank you.

MR. GANARY: Good afternoon, everyone. M
nane's Derek Ganary. As a Brevard citizen, also a
famly nmenber of a Florida |ong-termcare resident,
|"malso an administrator for a | ocal nursing hone
here in Brevard. | stand before you to ask that you
oppose and vote "no" agai nst Proposal 88.

If you look at the details of that proposal
this would not actually add quality to our nursing
honme and resident care. This could potentially take
away noney that we would use to do such quality.

This woul d potentially add noney to personal
injury attorneys. As an admnistrator | know we can
put the noney into activities prograns, extra |abor,
anenities, things the patients actually request and
need.

So | stand before you to urge you, please vote

no" agai nst Proposal 88 in favor of nursing hones.
Thank you.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Thank you.

Joe Trudden, Frank McCarron, Jack Oiver, Roger
St evens.

MR. TRUDDEN:. Good afternoon, distinguished

panel. M nane is Joe Trudden, from M am , Florida.
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| own and operate a greyhound kennel in Hialeah. I
have handl ed cani nes and greyhounds for over

30 years, and | am asked here to defend mnmy business,
nmy job, ny enployees, and ny famly.

| have done nothing wong. Anything that needs
to be defended is not here. W work very hard and
we take excellent care of these mmjestic greyhounds.
W treat themlike they're our famly. W don't
enpl oy publicists and we don't fund-raise. W
sinply take care of our greyhounds.

G eyhounds support over 200 small busi nesses
and over 3,000 jobs just in Florida alone. Can any
political action group just sinply attack and
destroy a legitimate business? That's the question
her e.

| amcurious. |If we are forced to shut down,
do these activists sinply claimvictory and go hone?
O wll they pick another soft target and attack
anot her busi ness agai n?

Anot her question. What is their position on a
well -trained K9 sitting in the back of a police car
all day defending our lives and our conmunities? |
ask themthat. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN BERUFF: Frank McCarron, Jack diver

Roger Stevens. And after M. Stevens we wll be
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taking a brief 10-m nute break and return to hear
nore testinony. Thank you.

MR. MCCARRON: CGood afternoon, Conm ssioners.
My nane is Frank McCarron. |'mthe owner of
Sem nol e Ani mal Supply, a business that was started
37 years ago with the sol e purpose of providing
quality kennel feed and supplies to all the dog
tracks in Florida.

My job allows nme to access every kennel in
Florida. And every day | see these beautiful dogs.
Every day | see how happy, how healthy, and
wel |l -treated they are. Every year | collect and pay
over $160,000 to the Departnent of Revenue from
ei ght different counties.

Thi s Conmi ssion Proposal 67 is driven by
out-of-state activists, and it will destroy ny
busi ness and force nme to lay off ny enpl oyees, and
cost me ny livelihood. This proposal is bad for
business. It's bad for workers. And it's bad for
Florida. Please do not support Proposal 67.

Thank you for allow ng me to speak.

CHAl RVAN BERUFF: M. diver, M. Stevens. And
then we'll take a break.

MR. CLIVER M nane is Jack AQiver. 1'mthe

founder and the director of Floridians for E-Verify
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Now. |'mfrom North Pal m Beach, Florida.

II'legal immgration hurts all Floridians,
except enployers who profit fromillegal hiring.
But the group nost adversely affected is the working
poor, a group that has no high-paid | obbyi st
speaki ng on their behalf, a group who has no voice
i n Tal | ahassee.

Now, Florida's Constitution, Article X
Section 24 states, "All working Floridians are
entitled to be paid a m ni numwage that is
sufficient to provide a decent and healthy life for
themand their famlies, that protects their
enpl oyers fromunfair | owwage conpetition, and that
does not force themto rely on taxpayer-funded
public services in order to avoid econonic
har dshi p. "

The intent of Section 24 is clearly being

underm ned by the illegal |abor market. Enployers
and | egal workers are both being harned by ill egal
| abor.

Today in Florida we have 557,000 famlies
living in poverty, 950,000 children living in
poverty. According to the Center for Inmmigration
Studi es, 42 percent of the inmgrant households in

Florida are receiving public assistance.
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We shoul d be hel ping, not hindering the efforts
of the working poor and the new | egal immgrants to
clinb up the econoni c | adder out of poverty. They
work hard to achieve the Anerican dream only to
find their efforts are underm ned by cheap, ill egal
| abor .

When our opponents say E-Verify should not be
in the Constitution, they fail to recognize a
citizen"s right to work in a legal |abor market, a
right that both the U S. Suprene Court and the
Fl ori da Suprenme Court has affirned.

Qur E-Verify anendnent is a perfect exanple of
the type of issue that should be put forward as an
amendnent for the voters to consider because it is
about the restoration of a citizen's right to work,
rights that are currently being infringed. W urge
the CRC to place our proposed E-Verify anmendnent,
Nunmber 21, on the 2018.

Thank you. And thank you for your service.

CHAl RMAN BERUFF: Thank you.

M. Stevens.

MR STEVENS: Good afternoon, M. Chairman and
Comm ssioners. W appreciate the opportunity to
speak to you very much. M/ nane is Roger Stevens

from Ol ando, Flori da. | amthe CEO of Westm nster
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Conmunities of Florida, a faith-based mnistry,
which is the |argest not-for-profit provider of
housi ng and services to senior adults in Florida and
the 13th largest in the country.

We served nearly 7,000 senior adults every day
in Florida, one-third who are | ow and very | ow
I nconme, and enploy nearly 2,800 Floridians. These
services we provide include housing, assisted
living, short-termin-patient rehab, |ong-term
skilled nursing care, hone care and ot her services.

| am here to speak agai nst Proposal 88, which
Is described by its sponsor as a, quote, bill of
rights, close quotes, for assisted |iving and
skilled nursing residents. Stronger |aws that
include bills of rights as well as legal relief
covering both assisted living and skilled nursing
residents already exist in Florida | aw

This proposal is a thinly veiled effort by
trial attorneys to add poorly defined wording onto
existing law, which will give the trial attorneys an
extended base fromwhich to sue, as well as provide
for, quote, relief and remedies without limtation,
cl ose quote.

Proposal 88 is both duplicative and

destructive. |If there is any nerit to any of its
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| ssues, the issues should be addressed as
| egislation to nodify existing | aw. Proposal 88 has
no busi ness being in the Florida Constitution.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Thank you, M. Stevens.

W' Il stand adjourned for 10 m nutes. Thank
you very much

(Recess.)

CHAI RVMAN BERUFF: If everyone will take their
seats, we'll start reconvening the neeting.

At this time I'"'mgoing to pass the gavel to
Conmi ssi oner Donal ds.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS: | want to go ahead and
get started here on the next part of our neeting.
W want to make sure as many nenbers of the public
are able to speak as possible.

If I could have your attention. [If | could
have your attention, please. | just want to rem nd
you as well that if you sinply want to rise in
support or opposition of a proposal, you' re wel cone
to do so at your seat and let us know "l rise in
support of a proposal”™ or "I rise in opposition to a
proposal " once | call your nane.

That will save you if you don't care to wal k
all the way down here and speak for those two

mnutes. You're welcone to do that.
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I"mgoing to call the next few nanes. Again,
there's the two in the front, and there's also a
m crophone in the back corner, if that's easier for
you to get to.

Andy Ziegler, Brian Wbb, Keith Becher, Holly
Dill, and Eric Bishton, if you could pl ease nake
your way to the front. Be sure to state your nane.

Andy Ziegler, Brian Webb, Keith Becher, and
Holly Dill. Do | have any of those ready to speak?
Ckay. FEric Bishton, Christine Yurgaites.

I|"mgoing to read these again. | see there's
sone people comng back in fromthe break. | just
want to nmake sure. Andy Ziegler, Brian Wbb, Keith
Becher, Holly Dill, Eric Bishton. Cone on up
Christine Yurgaites. Any of those please cone to
the m crophone so we can switch out quickly.

Pl ease go ahead.

M5. DILL: |'m speaking regarding Proposal 67.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Your nane, please.

M5. DILL: My nane is Holly Dill. | grewup in
Florida, and |I've lived in Sebastian, Indian R ver
County for 30 years. M nost inportant credentia
to speaking today is that |I'mthe nother of Madiva,
a five-year-old greyhound, whom | adopted fromthe

Mel bour ne Racetrack. Madiva is ny second greyhound.

ANGELL REPORTING SERVICE




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

83

| request that you give the citizens of Florida
the rightful opportunity to vote on changes to the
Constitution regarding dog racing. In the 50 years
that racing was authorized in the Constitution,
| deol ogi es and ethics have changed. It's tine to
revisit the legality of dog racing.

It's not ny intention today to criticize a
greyhound racing-rel ated business. 1'Il not throw
stones at people who are trying to make a living. |
have to believe they're doing what they think they
need to do in order to nmake a net profit. It is ny
intention to ask you to think about the dogs.

When | adopted ny greyhounds that came to ne
wi th blotches of bare skin, even though their thigh
nmuscl es bul ged, | could count every one of their
ribs. Both dogs were shy, unsure of thenselves,
unused to socializing with people. After a year of
|l oving care, their coats grew in, their personality
bl ossonmed, and they were happy. These two
greyhounds becane what they shoul d have al ways been:
wonder ful, outgoing, famly dogs, perhaps |ike
yours.

W as a society should not perceive a dog as
the bottomline of a business, a financial gain. W

shoul d not require that greyhounds provide us with
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entertai nment, no matter how financially profitable
it is for sone people. W should not demand that
the lives of these dogs be devoted to maki ng noney.

Pl ease allow Floridians to stop greyhound
racing. Pass Proposal 67. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS: Thank you, Ms. Dill.

Next speaker, please.

MR ZIEGLER. Good afternoon. M nane is Andy
Ziegler. I'ma nmenber of the Brevard County School
Board. I'min ny tenth year, and |I'm here to speak
against the termlimts, not for nyself, because
honestly I'"mnot interested in another 10 years, but
for ny fell ow board nenber who spoke before you
against termlimts, Matt Susin, an excellent school
board menber with great, fresh ideas, who happens to
be a little frustrated and not be able to get tracks
on those i deas because he just doesn't have the
experience knowi ng how to get that done. | wsh |
could help him but unfortunately Sunshine doesn't
al l ow that.

Interestingly enough, if you speak to him
you'll find out he supports all this old-timer's
initiatives, so there's not nuch to be said for
stagnant ideas. Experience is very inportant.

My sixth through eighth year, mnmy experience
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all owed ne to acconplish a few very inportant things
for this county, one of which is including two
initiatives that generate us over $4.6 mllion worth
of revenue in our district, in my eighth year an
effort that saved us over $4 nmillion in healthcare
costs, and now in my tenth year I'm working on
initiatives that's going to save us 4- to $5 million
a year. That only cones with experience. Mybe
three terns or no terns what soever.

Another thing I'd like to speak to you about is
Proposal 71, is charter schools. | don't agree with
nmul ti pl e paths towards authorizing charters. One or
the other. | have no desire necessarily to do it.
Al I knowis there needs to be very strict
accountability like there is in the public school
system

And if you're going to do that through a
separate nmethod, take it away fromthe schoo
boards. Authorize them Call them accountable.

That would work fine. One or the other.

And also a little tidbit for those in the
audi ence who are advocating for solutions to that
terrible tragedy that happened the other week, |'l|
| et you know that Brevard County School Board

brought up our SJ presidents to Tall ahassee the week
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before, and told themthey could | obby for anything
that they wanted to | obby for

As a group those students decided to | obby for
$100 mllion for nental health services
counselors --

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

MR ZIEGER -- in all of our schools.

Pl ease listen to the children.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS: Thank you for your
comments. Next speaker.

Did | call your nane? Cone on up

If I called your nane, just cone to the
m cr ophone.

M5. YURGAITES: Good afternoon, Conm ssioners.
I"m Christine Yurgaites, and | thank you for your
service and for the opportunity to speak to you
today. | ama registered NPA, or independent voter,
fromVero Beach. | noved to Florida two years after
alifetine as a resident of an open-prinmary state.

Closed prinmaries are a barrier to voting for
the mllions of independents who help fund them
That is not denocratic. And so nany races are
decided in the primary. Doesn't this amount to
taxation wthout representation? | strongly believe

that Proposal 62 on the issue of open prinmaries
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needs to be brought back by this Conm ssion for a
full and fair hearing. Thank you.

And it's not on my voter card, on ny speaker
card, but, please, | beg you to do anything and
everything you can to stop greyhound racing in the
State of Florida. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER DONALDS: Thank you.

Next speaker.

MR. WEBB: Good afternoon, Conmm ssioners. M
nane is Brian Webb, and I'mfrom Mam , Florida, and
| am opposed to Proposal 67. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

Keith Becher, Eric Bishton, N ck Tonboulides,
Jere Smth, John Harris.

Go ahead, sir.

MR. BECHER: Hello. Thank you. M nane is
Keith Becher. 1'mthe president and founder of the
Humani st Conmmunity of the Space Coast, and an active
board menber of the Central Florida Free Thought
Community, the Space Coast Free Thought Associ ati on,
and the Florida Humani st Associ ati on.

" malso a hunani st cel ebrant, l|egally defining
nme as ordained clergy. As a tax-paying atheist and
secul ar humani st, | ask on behalf of nyself and

t housands of nenbers present in these comunities
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and throughout this state that you oppose
Proposal 4 and keep the No-Aid clause. This
proposal seeks to erase the Bl ai ne Anmendnent, which,
as other states' simlar no-aid clauses, has kept
gover nment entangl enent out of the halls of worshinp.

W are all granted the right to believe or not
to believe as we see fit, and I feel confident in
assum ng that tax-paying Christians, Mislins, Jews,
H ndus, and nore would not want to or should be
forced to give their tax dollars in service of our
organi zati ons or schools, nor ours to them because
t he governnent forces themto.

W as taxpayers should be allowed to decide
what and how nuch to give these organi zations.
There are other avenues that nobsques, churches,
Sat ani c tenples, sectarian schools, and the |ike can
follow to access assi stance.

Proposal 4 -- you need to keep the No-Ai d
provi sion that ensures religion can now -- excuse
me -- which ensures that religion can now in essence
be under the reins of the State, which is not
religious freedomthat many expect to conme from such
a proposal.

So, again, | hunbly request that each and every

one of you oppose this proposal, which seeks to
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force all of us to fund that which we don't believe
or worship

Thank you for your tine and attention to this
matt er.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS: Thank you for your
coment s.

Next speaker, either side. Go ahead and cone
on up to the mcrophone until you're ready to go.

MR, TOMBOULI DES: Thank you, Conmi ssioners.
I'"'m Ni ck Tonmboulides. | live right here in
Mel bourne. 1'malso the executive director of U S
TermLimts. And |I'mhere in support of Proposal 43
for school board termlimts.

When Ronal d Regan ran for governor in
California in 1996, he said, "If a man can't get the
j ob done in eight years, what makes you think he can
do it in 12?"

And the people of Florida have decided that no
political office in our state is safe from
corruption without 8-year termlimts. W' ve taken
the initiative to termlimt our governor, our
cabinet, our state legislature, all sorts of |ocal
of fices, so why are school board nenbers stil
allowed to search for life? It just doesn't nake

sense.
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The President of the United States has an
8-year termlimt, so why would any school board
menber need nore tine in office than the | eader of
the free worl d?

W' ve seen school boards have trenendous power.
They can tax. They can borrow noney. They deci de
to hire district superintendents. Those deci sions
are too inportant to be entrusted with cynical
career politicians. W need citizen |eaders to be
maki ng those deci si ons.

School board i ncunbency is also out of control.
School board menber incunbents are now getting
reelected with reelection rates over 80 percent.

The turnover rate is worse than what you saw in the
Soviet Politburo. It needs to change. W need
turnover on our school boards and we need term
limts.

And 1'Il just |leave you with this because it's
Presidents' Day. You are not the first group of
Anericans to deci de what does and does not belong in
a constitution. There's a group of people in
Phi | adel phia that predate you by about 230 years.
And | guess it would have been Chai rman Washi ngt on
I nstead of Chairman Beruff in those days.

But Thonmas Jefferson, who was our third
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president, was not at the Phil adel phia Convention in
1787. But when his friend Janes Madi son sent hima
copy of the Constitution, one of the first things
Jefferson --

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS: Thank you. Your tine's
up.

MR, TOVBOULIDES: -- pointed out is that that
Constitution needed termlimts. Heed his advice.

COW SSI ONER DONALDS: Eric Bishton and Jere
Smith after him |If you could cone to the m ke, go
ahead.

MR. BI SHTON: Good afternoon, and thank you for
your service. M nane's Eric Bishton. |I'ma
father, a paranedic, a community vol unteer, a bl ood
donor, and a nenber of the U S. Mlitary. | amalso
an at hei st.

| feel good doing good things for people and |
don't believe that religion is necessary to bring
goodness into government or society. Proposal 4
all ows taxpayer noney to go towards religious
activities and education. Nonbelievers and those
who val ue the separation of church and state w ||
have their noney used by religious institutions
agai nst their w shes and for purposes that serve to

grow congregations rather than the needs of the
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conmmuni ty.

Nonreligious citizens will have no say in how
their tax dollars are used by religious groups in
matters that could be otherw se handl ed by private
or governnent agenci es.

Sonme say that we need nore religion in society
and that the world is in nore peril than ever. The
reality is that crine is dowm and standard of |iving
has i nproved, a trend that coincides with the
secular shift within society. In fact, the |ess
governnent gets involved with religion, the |ess
m streatment occurs for religious mnorities.

| strongly believe that people should be able
to worship in whichever peaceful manner they w sh,
but may not force ne to fund it. The view that
preventing public funding of religious institutions
Is so-called antireligious hostility only unveils a
novenent to inject religion into governnent.

| don't believe that the separation of church
and state is a hostile idea, and neither did our
nation's founding fathers. During the age of
enl i ght enment peopl e pushed back agai nst religious
institutions allow ng the growth of human know edge
and creativity and | ess suffering.

There shoul d be accountability behind
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governnent spending. And Floridians need confidence
that our political |eadership will create

| egi sl ation that increases accountability for
spendi ng rather than a gi veaway for already tax-free
religious organizations to start receiving free
noney directly fromtaxpayers.

Proposal 4 does not achieve that purpose and
shoul d not be supported. | amthankful for this
opportunity to speak, and | appreciate your
attention to the wshes of all of your constituents.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

Jere Smith, John Harris, M chael Bushey, Randa
Agostini, and Emrett O Dell

Go ahead, sir.

JUDGE HARRI' S: Thank you, Conmi ssioners. Thank
you for being here today. M nane is John Harris.
| amthe chief judge here in the 18th G rcuit, which
Is Brevard and Sem nole counties. And | want to
wel comre you all to Brevard County and speak on
behal f of the judicial branch as well as ny fellow
chief judges in the State of Florida.

What | want to talk briefly about today is
Proposition 26, the one that creates the Ofice of
Donestic Security under Florida Departnent of Law

Enf or cenent .
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As you know at an earlier commttee neeting
there was an anmendnent that added | anguage to that
proposition that deals with provision of security at
our court facilities in the state. W feel that
t hat | anguage does not belong in the Constitution.
For that reason we are opposing the proposition as
it's currently worded.

| am happy to report though that through sone
significant work on behalf of the sheriffs and the
judges in the state, we have reached an agreenent,
or an understanding, first of all, that the
appropriate place for this | anguage would, in fact,
be in the statutes. W have al so worked out
specific | anguage that's agreeable to both sides
t hat addresses the concerns of the judges as well as
the sheriffs.

So we would certainly -- it's ny understandi ng,
in fact, that Conm ssioner Nocco will be or has
al ready offered an amendnent that woul d del ete that
| anguage from Proposition 26. W would ask this
Comm ssion to certainly follow that amendnent.

W really want to thank and appreciate Sheriff
Nocco -- Comm ssioner Nocco, as well as the Florida
Sheriffs Association for their work wwth all the

j udges throughout the state in resolving this issue.
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We continue to oppose any | anguage in the
Constitution dealing with matters of courthouse
security. W would ask that this Conmi ssion approve
any anmendnent from Conm ssioner Nocco that renoves
that | anguage and lets this matter be resolved in
t he statutes.

Thank you all very much.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you, Judge Harris.

Next speaker. If | called your nanme, cone on
up to the m crophone.

MR. AGOSTINI: My nane is Randal Agosti ni.
Thank you for your tine and thank you for giving ne
the opportunity to speak with you. I'mfortunate to
be a citizen of this wonderful country, the only one
in the world incorporated to accept ne as an equal
anong all, the only one that places its trust in
God.

We enshrine these lofty ideals into our
Constitution, but sonetinmes due to our human
failings, we create unjust |laws. The Bl ai ne
Amendnent is one such unjust law. It is a wong, a
gross display of power and prejudi ce agai nst people
of faith, a bigoted and arbitrary limt upon the
expression of freedomthat we so pride in our

Constitution, and it needs to be expunged.
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One concept that cannot be expressed in lawis
|l ove. God is the source of |ove, not the secul ar
| ove of Holl ywood, but the agape, selfless |ove of
giving, which we learn through faith. W are sinply
t he channel s of the | ove of Cod.

The Bl ai ne Anendnent is an assault on the
future of our society for it prevents an investnent
in our children. It quenches their growth in faith,
whi ch has to be nurtured when they are young. To
deny this opportunity during their formative years
IS wrong.

Qur children, our future, our nost precious
possessions are not conmodities to be processed into
nmeani ngl ess nunerals. They are seeds sown by God to
be nurtured into individual flowers for Hs glory.

Qur | aws nust provide the environnent of
freedomfor our children to becone whole. For this
t hey nust have teachers of faith allowed to express
their faith. 1In an age when reason is under attack,
It takes courage to recognize and correct what is
W ong.

But what | am asking is conmon sense. Wat is
right and just is to renove this Blaine Arendnent
fromour Florida Constitution.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Thank you. M chael Bushey,
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Emmett O Dell, Stephen Brown, and Karen Hol | and.

MR. O DELL: Good afternoon, Comm ssion,
Comm ssi oner, and thank you for the opportunity to
be able to speak to you this afternoon. | am Emett
ODell. 1'velived in Olando for over 35 years,
and I"'ma |ifelong i ndependent voter, voting for the
candi date, not the party.

I"mretired, very involved in ny community,
currently volunteering for a candidate running for
Orange County mayor, and a nenber of the Orange
County Watch, and an officer in the organization.

Florida currently has 3.4 mllion in
di senfranchi sed voters, and it's growing. | amsure
you know all the statistics, so |let ne give you sone
you m ght not have heard. These 3.4 mllion voters
tally up to nore than the popul ation of 21 states in
this country. What if those 21 states were
di senfranchi sed?

This is what's happening in Florida prinmaries
to 27 percent of its registered voters, and that is
grow ng. W are unable to vote because we did not
pl edge all egiance to a party. It is not that we did
not pl edge allegiance to the flag, but to a party
systemthat is using our tax dollars to have their

private el ections.
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| ask the full Conmm ssion to vote on Florida
putting an end to the closed primaries in Florida
and putting an anendnment on the ballot for 2018 for
Floridians to make the decision on full and open
primries.

While I've got a just few mnutes left, | want
to say | support any kind of |egislation that you
can bring forward that say the rifles -- any battle
weapons -- should not be allowed on the streets of
the United States.

Also | would like for us all to give a round of
appl ause to all the |l aw enforcenent officers that
protect us on a daily basis. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER DONALDS: Thank you for your
comment s.

Do | have soneone at the back that | called the
nane? Gkay. o ahead.

M5. HOLLAND: Hello. |1'mKaren Holland from
Pal m Bay, and | thank you for the opportunity to
speak. | would Iike to have you vote agai nst
Proposal 88, Declaration of Rights, Nursing Hone and
Assisted Living Facility Residents' Bill of Rights.

| was fortunate enough through a reconmendati on
of a doctor to go to Mel bourne Terrace of Florida,

Mel bourne, Florida, after | broke ny leg | ast year
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at the tender age of 76, but | am nowhere near ready
to quit living and sit in this chair.

And | had opportunity to be there and be taken
care of in a wonderful way. | was happy every day.
And it was actually one of the best things |I've had
happen. And ny only reason | wanted to go hone,
because of nmy wonderful, 99 percent wonderf ul
husband and ny two dogs. And ny 99 percent perfect
husband is ny 100 percent caregiver right now. And
' mgoing to go back to Ml bourne Terrace right now
for outpatient therapy.

And you can't do it at home. |I've tried to for
the two nonths that | was hone with a tenporary
health condition. | tried it, and | did exercises
up the ying-yang, and they did not work the way that
they do when | go to Ml bourne Terrace outpatient
therapy. And | don't want to see their noneys cut
so they can't give us those excellent therapists
because | need to get out of this chair.

So | thank you very nmuch for the opportunity to
ask you to not support Proposal 88. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS: Thank you for your
conment s.

M chael Bushey, Stephen Brown, Kristen Knapp,

and Joseph Smith.
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Go ahead, sir.

MR. BROMN: |'m Stephen Brown of Pal m Bay here
in Brevard County. Florida' s No-Aid provision has
served the citizens of the state well for over a
century, protecting churches and congregations from
governnment interference and protecting citizens from
subsidi zing religious practices and vi ewpoints they
do not share.

It has been repeatedly upheld by the
| egi sl ature and the popul ace, nost recently only six
years ago. No useful purpose is served to put the

guestion agai n now.

Pl ease vote "no" on Proposal 5. Thank you.

COWMM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

M5. KNAPP: Good afternoon. |'mKristen Knapp.
I"mwi th Florida Heal thcare Association, and |I'm
today representing the thousands of dedi cated,
| ong-term caregi vers who work in our centers,
nur si ng honmes, and assisted living facilities.
want to ask you to vote agai nst Proposal 88.

This proposal is about lawsuits, plain and
sinple. Suing passive investors, and requiring
m ni mum i nsurance is not going to inprove care in

our state's nursing hones. The people that are

working in those facilities, the dedicated and
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passi onate caregivers, are what nakes a difference.

| have the privilege of hearing stories every
day about the quality care being delivered. These
caregivers are famlies to residents, who nmany don't
have any. Unfortunately, those stories go
unreported in the nedia. And this proposal is going
to take resources away fromtheir ability to hire
nore staff and make inprovenents and inprove the
outcones for their residents.

So | ask you to vote against this proposal and
support our caregivers who are nmeking a difference
in the lives of their residents every day. Thank
you.

COWMM SSI ONER DONALDS: Joseph Smith, TimAllen
Bob Asztal os.

MR SMTH.  Everyone, I'mJimSmth, your clerk
of the circuit court for St. Lucie County, forner
county conmm ssioner, and former president of the
Florida Court Cerks and Conptrollers.

It is often said that Florida's clerks are the
front door to the judicial system But | think a
better conparison is nore |ike a preacher at altar
call. It doesn't matter if you have needs or not,
you all cone. It doesn't matter if we get a

speeding ticket, a disagreenent with your nei ghbor,
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or an unthi nkable act. You all cone and Florida's
clerks will serve you.

In 1998, the people of Florida approved
Revision 7 to Article V, with the understandi ng that
the State was to assune responsibility for funding
officers of the court systemthat were previously
funded through | ocal funding sources. But howis
the State going to pay for this? They created a
user-funded, self-sustaining nodel for the
court-rel ated budgets of clerks, a turnpike for
justice, if you wll.

If you use the judicial systemand coul d pay,
you'd be able to pay for those who needed access,
but could not. But here's the speed trap.

45 percent of the clerks' court-related work load is
performed on crimnal nmatters which pay no filing
fees. So the revenues we get fromtraffic citations
shoul d cover that, right?

Vell, not exactly. Revenues and traffic
citations have screeched to a halt, down 40 percent
over the last 10 years. As a result, clerks are no
| onger able to fund the costs of a significant
portion of the work necessary to serve our judicial
partners and the public well.

So Proposal 55 nmakes tweaks to the current
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fundi ng nodel in the Constitution that provides a
mechani sm by whi ch our |egislation provides adequate
paynments for those cases that pay no fee currently
so the clerks have the fundi ng needed to keep those
court houses open for business.

Proposal 55 does not suggest creating new fees
for those who currently pay those fees, but provides
flexibility in clerk funding to provide the services
that align with the volunme in each clerk's office.

So | urge you to support Proposal 55 and arrive
with a funding nodel for court access for our
citizens. Thank you so much.

COMM SSI ONER DONALDS: Thank you.

After Tim Al len and Bob Asztal os, Rachel
Ekeroth and Bob Wite.

MR, ASZTALCS: Thank you, Conm ssioners, and
t hank you for your service. M nane is Bob Asztal os
with Florida Healthcare Association, and |'mhere to
speak on Proposal 54 and to oppose that which woul d
elimnate the certificate of need process for
nur si ng homes.

In the 2014 legislature, it created the nost
progressive CON process in the country. And what
we' ve seen since then is we've seen new nursing

hones being built. Thirty new nursing hones are
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either built or in the pipeline.

W' ve seen nursing hones rehabbing, and we are
seei ng nursing honmes being built in places where
they are needed. Proposal 54 would elimnate that
and it would create -- basically, it would allow
unbri dl ed buil ding throughout the state.

And so let ne share with you why that woul d be
bad public policy. First, the CON process, what
that ensures is that we don't have the dual system
where you have unfunded, just Medicai d-only nursing
honmes and bouti que Medi care and private- pay
facilities. So the CON process nakes sure that
nursi ng honmes are bal anced between the two.

The other thing that it does is, by elimnating
nur si ng hone beds, you pronote hone-and-conmunity-
based care. And so you want to pronote
home- and- communi t y- based care, and one of the ways
to do that is elimnate this care to | ower the
nunber of nursing hone beds.

And then the last thing is nursing hones in
Florida are close to full. And you want ful
nur si ng honmes because they're nore efficient, they
operate better, they have higher quality. And what
|'d share with you is | ook at Texas. Texas has no

CON. They have the sanme nunber of seniors as us,
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j ust about.

They have twi ce as nmany nursing hones. They
have 70 percent occupancy where Florida nursing
hones are 88 percent, and their quality is nothing
near what Florida nursing homes are. So pl ease

oppose Proposal 54, which elimnates our CON. Thank

you.
COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.
Come on up. If you all could, when there's an
open mke, fill it. And that way we can just go

back and forth. So if you're next, if you could
cone here and -- go ahead.

MR. WHI TE: Thank you very nuch, Conm ssioners.

Wel conme to Brevard County and thank you for
your service to the people of the State of Florida.
My nanme is Bob Wiite and | amthe chairman of the
Republ i can Li berty Caucus of Florida, so I'll be
speaki ng today on behal f of our many nenbers from
around the State of Florida. | know you have a | ot
of folks to hear fromso I'll be brief.

For all of the conpelling argunments that you've
al ready heard today on behalf of termlimts, we
support as an organi zation this proposal for U S
termlimts and encourage you to nove that to the

bal | ot .
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And also | would encourage you to place the
E-Verify proposal on the ballot as well so the
peopl e of Florida can have a say on that. The
horror stories or the argunents that you' ve heard
that this is sonehow an unfair burden on enpl oyers
is sinply not the case.

In the states that have already adopted it, it
works very well and it can easily work very well in
the State of Florida. So thank you very nuch for
bei ng here today.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

Go ahead, sir.

MR, ALLEN. M nanme is TimAlen. 1'mfrom
Osceol a County, Florida. | ama pastor of a church
over there. | amalso the president of the South

Brevard M nisters Association here. And today I
want to speak to you about Proposition 10 on civic
l'i berties.

Al t hough as | was just schooled by M. Bob
earlier, we do have -- recently passed a bill that
explains a | ot about civic liberties, and pl aces
t hem back wi thin our school s.

My issue is this. Your proposal says, "G vic
|iteracy as education is an essential preservation

of the rights and liberties of the people. The
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| egi sl ati on shall provide the |aw for the pronotion
of civic literacy in order to ensure the students
enrolled in public education understand and prepare
to exercise their rights and responsibilities as
citizens in a constitutional denocracy."

This is good, although we are a republic. It's
nmy hope today, okay, that as we know recent news
confirms that our society's in a war of
di sinformati on where enem es from countries ot her
than our own seek to reduce or destroy Anerica's
ability to function effectively and cohesively.

Qur own extreme partisanship with the
government provides fertile ground and nmultiple
exanples to be used for those who wi sh to deter our
youth fromentering into civic service, much | ess
political office.

When | was in school, our concern was whet her
or not when we stepped off canpus we would step into
a far-off country, only to die there. Today's
children concern thensel ves with whether or not they
wi |l die stepping onto canpus.

The issues can all be hel ped by rel earning our
national identity. W do this through civics. A
W se man once said, "There are three sure ways to

unite a people froma common eneny. That is, a
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goal, a history, or a comon eneny."

When we protect our civics within the
school room we teach our children to be the people
they can be through a Godly heritage that this
country has. Thank you very nuch

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

After Ms. Ekeroth we have Jerry Thorne, Phi
Moore, and Di ane W/ es.

Go ahead.

M5. EKEROTH. Good afternoon, CRC nenbers and
Chairman. My nane is Rachel Ekeroth. | live in
Indian River County. | rise to oppose the proposals
t hat weaken our denocratic principles and
I nstitutions, such as Hone Rul e, education, and ny
right to privacy agai nst governnent intrusion in ny
nost personal decisions regarding ny reproductive
choi ces and heal t hcare.

| also strongly support our nost fundanental
denocratic principle, separation of church and
state. Any taxpayer dollars averted from our
struggling public school systemto charter and
private schools violate our separation of
church-and-state principle. This would open the
State's illegal challenge that woul d erroneously

fall on the shoul ders of the taxpayers.
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"' m opposed to the follow ng proposals: 4, 22,
29, 43, 45, 71, 72, 96, 97. | support the expansion
of Proposal 11 or adding Proposal 62 to nake al
Florida primaries open el ections.

I"'mfrom G ncinnati, Ghio. OGChio is an open
primary state as are nost other states. Florida's
one of only nine states that have cl osed prinaries.
As a nonpartisan registered voter, | can vote in
either major party's primary for the candi date of ny
choi ce.

Because Florida is a closed-primary state,
nonparti san voters who choose not to align with
either major party are disenfranchised in prinmary
el ections. | urge the expansion of Proposal 11 or
addition of 62 to increase denocracy.

Finally, | stand in support of protecting |and,
water, and air with Proposal 91. Lastly, | support
rational gun control by banni ng assault weapons and

bunp stocks. Thank you.

MR THORNE: M nane is Jerry Thorne. |'mfrom
Pal m Bay, Florida. | thank you for a chance to
speak to you today. Proposition 62 will allow all

regi stered voters of Florida to select their
candi date of choice regardl ess of party affiliation.

Closed primaries allow candi dates to sel ect
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their voters just as badly as the gerrymanderi ng of
voting districts minimze the power of voters to
sel ect a candidate. Voters should sel ect

candi dates, not the other way around.

When the el ectoral votes were counted for
presi dent on election day 2016, the extrene
gerrymander of Florida congressional districts was
reveal ed. Suppression of absentee ballots that
ni ght added to the crine agai nst voters.

Fl orida has negatively inpacted the will of the
voters twice to prevent the popularly el ected
president fromtaking the highest office in the
| and. The Federal Election Assistance Comm ssion
was created after the 2000 el ection to help states
run el ections with voting nachi nes that cannot be
hacked. That did not stop the election fraud in
M chi gan and W sconsin reported on el ection night
2016.

Republ i cans have tried to kill that agency for
years, and they yet do it with the recurrent
Republican majority in congress. The Republican
governor and state representatives of Florida aided
and abetted that negative action in 2016 as a result
of how they attained their el ected governnental

positions.
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Vot er suppression and gerrymandering nust be
elimnated to give each voter his or her real ball ot
power to effect change in our state and our country.
Al'l of us can vote for the candi date of our choice.
A backroom deal of state and federal politicians
cannot be allowed to suppress those choices.

Qur representatives in this republic nust
represent the true will of the voters. If they
shirk their duty, we can renove them El ections
have consequences. GCerrymandering and voter
suppression --

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS: Thank you, sir. Your
time is up.

MR. THORNE: -- and al so becone a part of the
Fl orida Constitution. Prop 62 on the ballot --

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS: Di ane Wl es and Phi
Moore. And after him Randall Blue and Frances
Speegl e.

M5. WLES: Hi. I'mD ane Wles and I'm here
to ask for your support of Proposal 67 to end
greyhound racing. | have not worked in the
i ndustry. | don't see this as a jobs issue or a
ganbl i ng expansi on preventative issue on what | have
seen as how the dogs exit the industry.

For ten years | volunteered. 1've owned five
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di fferent greyhounds, and what | have seen is that
they conme -- ny personal five have cone with really
| arge scars. Two of them have had really | arge
scars, which can happen really easily with
greyhounds because their skin is thin. But when
it's treated, it heals very well.

So if they're comng out wiwth these |arge
scars, | don't think they're being treated well, or
at | east not cared for well when they're injured.
This one, Velma, this cast was done by the adoption
group, not by the industry. She cane out with an
injured |l eg that was not treated.

Al so, ny other two | got as puppies because
their nother was sent to rescue pregnant. For
what ever reason, they didn't want to register the
litter, and so she was sent away pregnant. \Wen she
had t he puppi es, they wanted her back.

So | question how nuch they really care for
the dogs. | think naybe sonme folks in the industry
do care for the animals while they're in their care,
but | don't think they know exactly how they're
actually com ng out on the other side.

Pl ease support Proposal 67.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

MR. MOORE: Thank you, Comm ssioners. M/ nane
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is Phil Mbore. |[|'ma second generation Floridian
and a resident of Brevard County. | want to briefly
just talk to you about two issues.

Proposal 91, | urge the Commission to vote in
favor of this proposal. This proposal will finally
keep our beaches safe from potential pollution and
drilling disasters. This proposal assures Florida
citizens that even wth the new adm nistration, our
presi dent, our governor, our state officials, that
Floridians wll have the beaches that we all |ove.

Also I'd like to tal k about Proposal 97. |
urge the conm ssioners to vote against this
proposal . By changi ng the manner of abstaining
votes as counted as a "no" vote and changing the
threshold, it limts Florida citizens to be able to
propose anendnents and take control of their
Constitution and exercise their rights as we're
doi ng now. Thank you very nuch.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS: Thank you for your
coment s.

| have Randal | Bl ue, Frances Speegle. Go ahead
and conme up. And while she's com ng, Quinton
Herrin, Angela Angel

Go ahead, ma'am You're recognized.

M5. SPEEGLE: M nane is Frances Speegle. |I'm
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from Pal mBay, Florida. | thank you for the
opportunity to speak. |'ve been a resident of
Florida since 1968. | can renenber during the

ni neti es when Ji m Bacchus was our U.S. congressnan.

He told us about when he was a | aw clerk
hel ping wite the current privacy clause in our
Florida Constitution. He said he never thought that
it would be used to protect a woman's right to
choose, but he was very glad it had been.

Pl ease do not reconsider any attenpt to reduce
our rights to privacy or to interfere wwth a woman's
right to nake healthcare decisions. It would be the
hei ght of irony to bring this proposal back for
consideration since Proposition 22 was already a
zonbi e of sorts because voters canme out in record
nunbers to defeat the |ast attenpt to weaken our
privacy protection when they voted down Anendnent Vi
by a 15-point margin in 2012.

| urge you to uphold Florida's strong
protection for privacy rights and oppose Proposal
22. Thank you for your tine.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

Sir?

MR. BLUE: M nane is Randall Blue, and I

oppose Proposition 88. Thank you for having ne.
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['madm nistrator at West Mel bourne Health & Rehab
Center, and have worked in the business of |ong-term
rehabilitation for over 25 years. | |ove serving
the el derly popul ati on.

|"ve taken buildings to Five Star, twice to
Gol d Seal of Excellence, through the governor's
award program and | understand what quality of care
and quality of life for our custoners is. And it's
what we strive to do every day.

AHCA, OSHA, CM5, O G DCF, EMS, fire marshals,
all of those agencies are the ones that govern us
and are our coaches. Wen we do sonething wong or
we need to inprove sonething, they're the ones that
poi nt out what we need to correct, and we fix it.

A biathlete in the Aynpics, they mss a mark
and they have a penalty, and they get better. And
they do their penalty and then they inprove the next
time.

When we nmiss the | egislative appointnent --
coaches, they help us to becone better. Those
coaches help us to develop a plan and to fix what
we' ve been working on. W are |like Oynpian skiers
bringi ng amazing efforts daily. Qur goal is to
I nprove the lives of our residents and provi de great

quality of care.

ANGELL REPORTING SERVICE




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

116

What the skiers do not have is soneone trying
to take away their skis every day. Proposition 88
takes away our skis. It is a way to bypass the
actions of the legislature and to expand who and how
nursing centers can be sued. Lawsuits do nothing to
i nprove our care. They drive up our costs for the
facilities and the taxpayers.

Proposition 88 is disguised as a residents'
rights bill, but is actually designed by and for the
| awyers to attack us, not coach us to excellence.

It takes away the skis that is making it difficult
for us to do our jobs. W strive for excellence and
our laws are already there. The residents already
have --

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

MR, BLUE: -- their rights. Thank you so nuch
| oppose 88.

COMM SSI ONER DONALDS: Ma' am

MS. ANGEL: Hi, ny nanme is Angela Angel. [|I'm
I n support of Proposal 67 to phase out greyhound
racing in Florida. Hockey Puck was raced until she
was al nost three years ol d when she broke her |eg
and was then considered usel ess because she could
not | onger make noney.

It's nore cost effective to | eave her in her
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crate without food or water and let her die, or if
she's taking up precious crate real estate, to go
ahead and kill her. Luckily, she ended up getting
adopt ed.

Hockey Puck didn't know her nane. W' d cal
her and it didn't even register to her that that was
her nane, so we changed it to Gabrielle. Gabby
spent her first three nonths in our hone hiding,
usual |y behind furniture.

One day | reached in the closet for a coat
hanger and she stood up, started shaking and
cowering because of the coat hanger. Having |ived
on the track her entire |life she shouldn't have even
known what a coat hanger was.

We woul d pet her. She would stand rigid,
staring forward, shaking. | realized then that
she' d never been touched with any ki ndness or care.
She was handl ed -- her body was only handl ed for
exam ning for the next race.

We tried taking her on wal ks. First day we
made it to the driveway. She stood frozen, shaking.
Fur actually was falling out in clunps fromfear
The next day we'd walk a little bit further until
she woul d freeze again. And then it took us over a

week to get her to walk down to the driveway where
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It met the sidewal k. We were very proud of her.

At al nost three years old, three years, her
teeth were thick with tarter and were decayi ng and
rotten. They'd never been cleaned, which led to
many illnesses, primarily heart disease and ki dney
di sease. But our local vet, he had to pull out nost
of her teeth and he said her poor health was due to
her racing diet, grade 4 raw neat, and overall |ack
of care, and abuse.

Gabby eventually | earned her nane. She could
go on wal ks and she trusted us enough to push us off
of our sofa so she could sleep. W |oved Gabby.
And |'m here in her honor.

COWMM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

M5. ANCEL: Thank you.

COW SSI ONER DONALDS: Quinton Herrin, Rolando
Rodri guez, David Stroker, and Ue Stroker. Any of
those? |If you could go ahead and conme down, if |
call ed your nane, cone straight to the m crophone.

Qui nton Herrin, Rolando Rodriguez, David
Stroker, Ute Stroker, Donna Karolick, Fran Baer,
Thomas Evans, Russell Fortunato. W're going to
have a wi nner here shortly.

Mechel | e Renee Vai sey, Carol Rizzo, Sonia

Strateman, and Carey Theil.
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M5. BAER  Good afternoon. My nane is Fran
Baer, currently co-chair of the Education Conmittee
of the League of Wwnen Voters of the Space Coast and
a retired public school teacher and proud nother of
t hree and grandnot her of seven, all successfully
educated in our traditional public schools.

| visit our schools often and see how creative,
I nnovati ve, and productive our public schools are.
They are valiantly perform ng despite attenpts to
underm ne their efforts. Specifically, |I refer to
Proposal s 43, 45, and 71, which the | eague
vehenent|y opposes and asks you to do the sane.

Al ready regardi ng Proposal 43, Florida Statutes
require school board nenbers reside in their
district wwth nolimt on their ternms of service.
Certainly we can agree that governnent closest to
the people is better able to respond to the needs,
all owing voting parents and | ocal citizens to decide
the length of the service.

Proposal 71 al so would nove charter schools
fromthe responsibility of the |ocal school boards
to the State. And, of course, Proposition 45, would
t ake needed noney away from our public schools to
our private schools and religious schools.

We ask you to pl ease renmenber what Mark Twai n
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said. "Qut of the public schools grows the
greatness of a nation.” Let's pledge to keep
growi ng the greatness we so desperately seek.

Vote "no" on Propositions 43, 45, and 71.

Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

Ma' am you're recognized.

M5. KAROLICK: Donna Karolick, and I would Iike
to encourage you to vote agai nst Proposal 88. | am
the daughter of WIlliamand Al berta Stapl eton, who
lived their final years in Ml bourne Terrace's
|l ong-termcare facility. | was a visible entity
that came and went in no particular pattern on no
specific days and at no specific tine.

What | witnessed on ny many visits was quality
care, a clean facility, and staff that loved its
residents. | always felt the |ines of comunication
were open and ny parents were a priority.

Spont aneous hands-on care is essential to the
quality of life of our |oved ones. To have a
caregi ver second guess their hugs, help with
dressing, and using the facilities, bathing or doing
their hair for fear of a lawsuit is an invitation to
negl ect .

As | understand, Proposal 88 is a reaction to
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Hurricane Irma and the 12 nursing hone residents
that died in Hollywod, Florida. Proposal 88 can no
nore guarantee safety during a disaster in an ALF or
nursing home than | can in ny honme or the county can
in a public shelter.

By allowi ng a broader |awsuit based to include
I nvestors, you are discouraging the creation of
quality facilities for the elderly and infirmed.
You are al so creating nore overcrowdi ng due to the
| ack of quality choices. There are nore than enough
laws in Florida's Constitution to ensure safety and
quality of care in these facilities. | urge they be
enforced i nstead of creating new ones.

And, finally, | suggest you follow the noney.
Is this about the safety of ALFs and nursing hones,
or who nmekes the nost noney when arbitration is
taken away and | awsuits are encouraged? Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

Next speaker.

MS. VAISEY: Hi, ny nane is Mechell e Renee
Vai sey and | ama Sem nol e County Wnter Springs
resident. The ancient breed was not put on this
earth, the greyhounds, to live their lives |ocked up
I n cages, never sleeping on a soft sofa, eating

darmaged food, and bei ng di sposed of because they
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beconme injured and can't keep up.

Just like the Yorkie and the golden retriever,
greyhounds should bring out the humanity in all of
us. Instead, they seemto have brought out the
worst in an industry that's ending has been | ong
overdue. Qur society has becone way too advanced to
use animals for our own entertai nnment.

Fromtine to time people ask ne, "Lighten up
It's just a dog" or, "That's a |lot of noney and tine
to spend to help just a dog." They don't understand
ny distance traveled, tinme spent, or costs involved
for just a dog.

Sonme of ny proudest nonments have becone ny
proudest because of just a dog. Many hours have
passed with only conmpany fromjust a dog. And sone
of ny saddest nonents have been brought by just a
dog. In those days of darkness, the gentle touch of
just a dog provided ne confort and purpose to
overcone that day.

If you think it's just a dog, you m ght as well
probably understand the phrases like "just a
friend," "just a sunrise,”™ or "just a promse."

Just a dog brings into our life the very essence of
friendship, trust, and unbridled joy. Just a dog

bri ngs out conpassion and patience that makes ne a
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better person.

Because of just a dog | will rise early, take
| ong wal ks, and feel peaceful |ove that can only
cone fromjust a dog. For ne and folks |ike ne,
it's not just a dog. This is the enbodi nent of al
t he hopes and dreans of our future, the fond
menori es of our past, and the pure joy of this

nonent. Just a dog brings out what's good in ne

and --

COW SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

MS. VAI SEY: Thank you.

COW SSI ONER DONALDS: Go ahead, sir.

MR. FORTUNATO. M nane's Russell Fortunato.
|"d like to speak in opposition of 67. |'m 48 years

old and |I've been involved with greyhounds ny entire
life. M father raised dogs and ny grandfat her
rai sed dogs. It pains ne very nmuch to hear the

things that these people say. Most of it is very

untrue.

And I'm also a business owner. |'malso a
father. | own property here. | own a small
business. And | enploy people. | think those

t hi ngs should matter al so. Thank you.
COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you for your

comment s.
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Go ahead, ma'am

M5. RIZZO M nanme is Carol Becker Rizzo.
|"ve been a Florida resident for 40 years, and |I'm
arguing in opposition of Proposal 67. |'mthe
president of God's Greyts, a 501(c)(3) nonprofit
greyhound adoption group in Olando, Florida. 1've
been i nvol ved wth greyhound adoptions since 1994, a
total of 24 years.

In my 11 years with God's Greyts, |'ve placed
nore than 1,500 greyhounds from Sanford-O |l ando
Kennel Club. Five years prior to that | co-founded
Gol d Coast Greyhound Adoptions and hel ped to pl ace
anot her thousand dogs in that tine.

I"'mallowed to enter the kennel conmpound where
the dogs are housed, and | typically visit there two
or three times a week to take retired dogs, take
phot os, or just see what dogs are avail abl e.

|"ve been visiting the Sanford-Ol ando Kennel
Compound in this way for 16 years. | see firsthand
how t hese dogs are kept and treated. | can tell you
W th absolute certainty that no healthy dogs are
eut hani zed at Sanford-Orlando. In the past 15 years
conditions have inproved dramatically for these
dogs, and with the managenent of Penn Nati onal

Gam ng, things have gotten even better.
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It was not always this way. |In the 1990s dogs
wer e being put down because there were sinply not
enough options for adoption, and the managenent at
the tinme put little inportance on that. It's no
wonder that dog tracks and dog racing in general got
a bad reputation in those days. But the situation
I's much different now. Now, every dog gets taken in
by an adoption group and eventually gets a hone,
even the injured ones.

However, the people who don't |ike dog racing
continue to use exanples of situations that are 10
to 20 years in the past. The trainers at
Sanford-Orl ando | ove their dogs, and it shows in the
way they treat them The dogs have thick carpets to
lie on and roony crates that are bigger than the
crates in nmany greyhound adopti on kennel s.

Trainers often give their dogs bones and
bi scuits to help maintain their teeth. The dogs are
in good condition at healthy weights --

COW SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

M5. RIZZO -- that seemneticulously up to
dat e.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS: Thank you for your
comment s.

M5. Rl ZZzO  Thank you for your tine.
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COWMM SSI ONER DONALDS: Quinton Herrin, Rolando
Rodri guez, David Stroker, Ue Stroker, Thonmas Evans,
and Sonia Strateman.

Go ahead. You're there. You are recognized.

M5. STRATEMAN: |I'mstill nervous after al
these tines. M nane's Sonia Strateman. |'ve been
doi ng greyhound rescue for a little over 14 years.
In that 14 four years | did not have the sane
experience as Carol.

|'ve taken dogs fromall over the county, from
the puppy farnms in Cklahoma, Kansas, Texas, to
mai nly Pal m Beach Kennel Club. W' ve taken in over
2,000 dogs, hundreds of themw th broken legs. |
was the "broken-leg | ady adoption group.”

Peopl e fromother tracks that -- actually one
of the dogs | have pictures of. |If their owner said
to euthani ze the dog, they could call nme because |
never said a word. | took the dog because | knew
what was goi ng to happen.

| have email upon email fromtrainers asking
me, "Please, can you take the dog? The owner said
to kill it." Literally says, "Kill it."

Over Christmas, ny husband and | for Christmas
gifts, we spent over $10,000 on three dogs that --

and I'mnot kidding you -- I"'msorry -- | have --
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$10, 000, three dogs that were taken in to a vet to
be eut hani zed. $10,000, ny husband and | al one.

My daughters are actually at hone right now
taking care of them 18 and 20 years old, and that's
what they do for their free tine, is take care of
t hese dogs. W have 12 at home right now.

Friday, we had two dogs cone in off of a farm
One had had puppies. One did not. Their legs --
and | have videos of them-- are so nangled. |
wat ched the races where they broke their |egs at
Pal m Beach. They didn't fix them The legs are --
we' re probably going to have to anputate their |egs,
they are so bad. Never treated. And actually sent
to have puppies like that.

The mal es, nost of the nmales that we have cone
in, you know, went to a vet to be euthani zed, the
mal es nostly. The females they'Il send back |ike
that to have puppies. It is disgusting. | have
taken so many of these dogs.

You know, the crates, they have cutout carpet
that they dunp into bleach water, hang it on a
fence. That's the dog' s beddi ng.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS: Thank you for your
conmment .

M5. STRATEMAN:  Thank you very, very nuch
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COWM SSI ONER DONALDS: Next speaker, please.
MR THEIL: Comm ssioners, Carey Theil with
G ey2K USA, the greyhound protection group. | want

to specially thank Comm ssi oner Heuchan for his

| eadership on this issue. |'mhere to support
Proposal 67. | just want to nake two brief points.
First of all, I knowthis is an enotional

I ssue, but our case in support of Proposal 67 is not
based on individuals or individual acts of cruelty.
We believe the evidence shows that this industry
relies on standard practices such as the confined
housi ng i ssue, the use of anabolic steroids on
femal e greyhounds, the use of 4-D neat. These are
things that are used to reduce costs and they're
ani mal -wel fare shortcuts.
And when you |l ook at all those things together,
we believe this is an industry that's cruel and
i nhumane. But it's not about the individuals.
We're not here to claimthat every individual in
this industry is a bad person that harns greyhounds.
We have enpathy for the people in this
i ndustry. That's why our proposal includes a
14-mont h phase-out and will continue to listen and
find ways to make this a successful transition.

Finally, just to touch on the econom c issues,
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this is a dying industry. The tracks thensel ves
report losing nmore than $30 nmillion a year on
greyhound racing. Wen the State invests in
sonething that is losing interest, it's a m ssed
opportunity.

And you only have to | ook at the m ddl e school
I n Jacksonville to look at a fornmer dog track, a
failing dog track, that has instead been turned into
a successful part of a vibrant community. So
there's an opportunity here, when these tracks
cl ose, for good things for the comunity.

And | would urge you to support the dogs. Vote

yes" for the dogs. And vote "yes" on this good
proposal . Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

This is the last tine I"'mgoing to call these.
Quinton Herrin, Rolando Rodriguez, David Stroker,
and Ute Stroker.

Thomas Evans, Dom ni ck Montanaro, Judy Ponce,

and Kat heri ne Lacasse.

MR. EVANS: Hi. How are you doing? M nane is

Thomas Evans. |'ma nmenber for the FICO 15

[ phonetic]. | live in Olando and I'ma citizen.

wor ked at McDonald's. | nmake $9.55 an hour. | ama
dad for three beautiful girls. |If you a parent |ike
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me, you shoul d understand what | go through.

I make m ni mum wage, not that nuch to feed ny
famly. So at the end of the day, that's ny one
goal inlife. | travel here from Ol ando,
outstanding for the -- sorry -- say the word -- and
many nunber. 4, 28 -- no, sorry. 4, 29, 45, 43,
71, 72, and 96, and 97. And | add, | hope to bring
back the version of Props 22 and 95.

| just heard that the reason enter the --
nmonment -- that woul d change and stronger nore
conclusive Florida that the proposal before the
conm ssioners instead offer a darker future that
wi || encourage discrimnation through taxpayers --
reducing an individual's rights and limted the
ability of -- ability -- I"'msorry. And abilities,
and invest in healthcare, housing, and public
education. And that just nane a few.

Al'l right. You all have a good day. Thank

you.

COW SSI ONER DONALDS: Thank you for your
comment s.

Go ahead, sir.

MR. MONTANARO. Good afternoon. Thank you for
having ne here. M nane is Dom nick Montanaro. [|'m

the vice-mayor in Satellite Beach here in Brevard
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County. 1'malso the president of the Space Coast
League of Cities. And |I'malso here representing
the Treasure Coast League of Cities.

And I'mhere to talk to you about Hone Rul e.
There were two proposals that basically cane before
your Commi ssion, one of whom was Proposition -- or
Proposal 61, which went through your conmttees and
basically went by the wayside.

The other that I'mconcerned with, and I'm
going to follow up on the speaker that has al ready
spoke on Proposition 95, Proposal 95. And | would
like to echo her cooments that we woul d not support
you taking that back to the full Comm ssion. There
are uni ntended consequences that conme with this
particul ar proposal. It very nuch is simlar to
House Bill 17 from|l ast year

The uni ntended consequences really weren't
vi si bl e when that bill was put on the table, and we
feel the same way with Proposal 95. There is

uni nt ended consequences.

I'"'malso a state-certified contractor, and from

ny perspective | ooking at Proposal 95, what happens
locally is inportant. Local Hone Rule is paranpunt
to how our cities and counties operate. And we

would Iike to be able to do the things that we do
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locally. What works in Mam doesn't work in

Satellite Beach. So we woul d encourage you to
understand the Home Rule that's already in our
Consti tution.

What' s been going on in Tall ahassee these |ast
few years has not been what our Constitution says
Home Rul e should be. So if you would, please don't
entertain bringing Proposition 95 back.

Thank you.

COW SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

You' re recogni zed, ma'am

M5. PONCE: |'mJudy Ponce. |I'mhere to have
you support Proposition 67, to end greyhound racing.
| don't want to put anybody out of business. |
don't want to put anybody out of a job. | can only
speak from my own experience.

For 10 years | have been volunteering in Pal m
Beach County with the woman that just spoke,
bri ngi ng hone rescues for 14 years. | have seen
t hese dogs cone fromthe breeding farnms, fromthe
racetracks, out of dog haulers. | have been there
vol unt eeri ng when she's gotten a call that there's a
greyhound at a local vet that's going to be put down
because it broke its |eg.

She spoke about spending her noney. W have
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done fundraising for broken |l egs in our

organi zation. Those dogs that came in, three in one
week -- they can't say it doesn't happen. Maybe the
I ndustry that's here, it doesn't happen in their
little circle, but these dogs are coming from
sonewher e.

They conme in with fleas, infested wth fl eas,
ti cks between their toes. Wwen we pull them out,
their feet bleed. Their teeth are black fromthe
neat that they feed them |It's called 4-D neat:
down, dying, disease, and dead. That's what these
animals are fed at the racetrack. Their teeth are
awful. Their ears are full of gunk. They don't
have no idea what it's like to have their ears
cl eaned. They have no idea what it's |ike to play
with a toy. W throwa toy and they run in fear.

But give thema chance in a honme. They're a
dog. The only reason why greyhounds are racing is
because it's the fastest dog. |If it was a poodl e,
it would be poodle racing because they're the
fastest dogs.

They deserve to have this industry end. They
deserve to open the doors, get those racing kennels
opened up. There's organizations all over the

country that will take these dogs to find them
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homes. It's tinme. It's tine.

Forty other states in this country have done
away with it. It's time for Florida to do it too
for these dogs. I'mthe voice for these dogs.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS: Thank you for your
coment s.

Kat heri ne Lacasse. And then we're going to

have -- excuse nme, let's keep it noving. Thank you.

Sue Kiley, Kari Warren.

Go ahead.

M5. LACASSE: Hi, |'m Katherine Lacasse, and
I"ma greyhound trainer from Longwood, Florida. |
noved to Florida over 12 years ago specifically to
work at Sanford-Orlando Kennel Club. [|'ve had the
sane job since two days after | arrived here. |
| oved the area so nuch, | bought a house there.

My question is, what will happen on
Proposition 67 if you go through with it to ny 110
dogs? On a good nonth we can pet out four to five.
That's wi thout 8,000 other dogs | ooking for sone
place to go. It costs over a thousand dollars a
week to feed those 110 dogs, and that's just their
food. That's not nedication, vet care that we do
give them as well as cleaning supplies. That

doesn't even involve the | abor.
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VWhat wil|l happen to ne? 1'm 53 years old, no
col | ege education. | have a nortgage, car
i nsurance, health insurance. Wat am | going to get
for a job? 26-hour-a-week m ni numwage job, if
that? Because you have to renenber there's going to
be thousands of other people out of work.

I'"'ma | aw bi di ng tax-paying citizen of Florida.
My dogs and | and thousands nore |ike us are not
just statistics on soneone's clipboard. When meking
your deci sion on 67, please keep in mnd the
t housands of lives you'll turn upside down and/or
destroy, the aninmals, greyhounds, and the people in
the racing industry that call Florida hore.

Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS: Thank you for your
comment .

Terry LaPl ante, Mark Bolton "Tanbert,"” G| bert
and A.J. Gant are after Sue Kiley and Kari Wrren.

Go ahead, ma'am

M5. WARREN: Good afternoon. M nane is Kari
Warren. | work as a sexual assault victim advocate
with The Wnen's Center. |'ma survivor of child
sexual abuse and domestic viol ence. Excuse ne.

My life and ny daughters' lives are living

exanpl es of what happens when a victimis not
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I nfornmed of services and resources avail able after a
crinme has been commtted. Like so many survivors of
child sexual abuse, the cycle of violence continued
In nmy adult years.

| was in a physically violent relationship
ei ght years after leaving him | was stal ked,
strangl ed, and nearly killed. This man was finally
arrested, but ny trauma wasn't over. That tine no
one told nme about services available for victins. |
remenber standi ng outside the courtroom not having
a voice in the plea agreenent for that case. |
never felt so al one.

Again, like so many survivors, | began to feel
the effects of the crine soon after. And | was so
lost in my torture, | didn't see the abuse ny
daughters suffered fromtheir father. M daughters
survived a very dark and painful past. Today they
are thriving, but that is by no neans a testanment to
the justice systemthat let us down. It was al ways
just us, not justice.

My experiences have led nme to the work | do
today where | see countl ess wonen who are
struggling, fighting, and searching for their
voi ces. These wonen and all victins should have the

right to be in the courtroom to speak out at
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sentenci ng hearings, and to be consi dered when plea
deal s are nmade.

Where's the justice in overl ooking the abused
and vul nerabl e? W have to consider the whole
equation, not just the crinme and punishnment. W
must nmove forward with Proposal 96, Marsy's Law
That woul d be true justice. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

Next speaker.

M5. LAPLANTE: Good afternoon, Conm ssioners.
Thank you for the opportunity to speak. M nane is
Terry LaPlante. |[|'ve lived in Brevard County nost
of my life. I'ma sem-retired financial consultant
and an environnental activist.

"' m here today representing the League of Wnen
Voters to thank you for voting down Proposal 95,
whi ch woul d have allowed the State to preenpt any
| ocal ordinances a big business can claiminterferes
wi th comrerce between counties and ot her
jurisdictions.

W al so want to thank you for voting down
Proposal 61 as it relates to transparency and Hone
Rule. W ask to oppose any efforts to bring these
bills back, to respect the Conmttee process, and to

allow the Commttee actions to stand as final.
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The League of Wonen Voters has worked hard for
al nost a hundred years to register voters, to
encour age people to vote, and to encourage people to
get involved wth their |ocal governnent to create
the kind of comunities that they want to live in.

The League of Wonen Voters of Florida fought
hard to anend the Florida Constitution giving |ocal
governnment the authority to respond to
comuni ty- based needs, and to protect the welfare of
Its citizens.

The idea of big business dictating what is and
isn't allowed in our comunities is contrary to
protecting the welfare of the people as big business
has proven tinme and tine again that they will only
protect the health and welfare of the people when
forced to do so.

An exanple of this is the refusal of the State
to allow counties to ban Styrof oam containers with
t axpayers picking up the bill to clean up this
litter fromour beaches, stormdrains, and
wat er ways.

Anot her case is taking away Hone Rul e woul d
open the doors to fracking in Florida with our water
supplies being further depleted and polluted as has

been evidenced in other states.
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COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you for your
conment s.

After Sue Kiley we have Marva Tol berts, A.J.
G ant, and Andrew MKi nl ey.

Go ahead.

DR KILEY: Good norning. Good afternoon. My

name is Dr. Sue Kiley. I'mthe director of prograns
for The Wonen's Center here in Brevard County. |'m
speaki ng in support of Proposal 96. |I'mhere to

read a victinms story. Her story is not unconmon.
In essence, it's the story of many victins. This is
t he shortened version of what's happened to her.

"I was verbally, enotionally, physically, and
sexual |y abused by ny husband of seven years. He
woul d prevent ne froml eaving the home. On nunerous
occasi ons he would grab one of our children and
di sappear for hours at a tine.

"I was not aware that he had downl oaded a
key-1 ogger programonto ny conputer so that he could
noni tor my conputer use, and had a cell phone clone
so that he could nonitor ny calls and nessages.

"After enduring years of abuse, | went to a
donestic violence shelter. However, the stalking
and terrorizing continued. Wwen | went to the

court house for the DV injunction hearing, he would

ANGELL REPORTING SERVICE




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

140

sinply wait outside and follow nme when | left.

"He was eventually incarcerated. So finally
peace for nyself and nmy children? No. Six years
| ater he was rel eased without notification to ne.
And he hired an investigator, found nmy new hone. He
woul d send packages, and eventually showed up
unannounced, and would rant and rage and terrorize
us fromoutside the door when I wouldn't open it.

"Whenever |'d | eave nmy hone he often would be
there followng nme. Now he's in prison again and |
go to therapy every week to deal with the flashbacks
and triggers | have fromthe abuse and the stalking.

"Having notification of a release from prison
woul d allow nme sone relief because | still live in
fear of himending ny life."

So let's listen to this victims voice, to the
voices of all victinms. | urge you to support
Proposition 96 on the ballot. It's tinme for
victimis rights to be equal to the rights of the
perpetrators. Victins nust be heard, nust be
notified of hearings, be given victimservices, and
have a voi ce.

Thank you for those who support this prop.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

Next speaker.
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MR. GRANT: Hello. | amAJ. Gant. |'mthe
owner of Celtic Hounds Kennel in Sanford-Olando
Kennel C ub, and |I'm here agai nst Proposition 67.
|'ve heard a lot of nice stories today. And the
thing that people need to understand is, we get
i nspected three tines by various entities.

We get inspected by the State, we get inspected
by the track, and we get inspected by the vets. So
if any of this was going on, we would be out of
busi ness. | would be out of business if ny dogs
were in the condition that they say they were in.

| spend over $80,000 a year to feed these dogs.
| don't feed themjunk. |If | fed themjunk, they
woul d not run and I would be out of business, okay.
| went into the track yesterday. | went into the
track a couple days ago, and | asked them "Is this
I ndustry goi ng?" because | don't know. [I'mon the
ot her side of that.

And | asked them what the nutual handle was for
one nonth in January. They got the nutual guy in.
He said, "Here's the figure. $7.2 nmllion was bet
t hrough Sanford-Olando Kennel Club in the nonth of
July." So howis this a dying business? | don't
get it. | asked him "Were's ny cut?" but he

didn't answer it.
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But anyway, you know, if we're bad to these
dogs, ny business would not flourish. | have
enpl oyees that | enploy. They're ny famly now |
support businesses. | support politicians, you
know. So it just nakes no sense.

If we're abusing these dogs, they wouldn't run.
Bar bara Massey runs a very good outfit. Al ny
dogs, a hundred percent of them get adopted out.
She takes ny dogs, ny adopted dogs, and she trains
themto be service dogs for the Anerican Veterans,
okay. They take ny dogs and they put themwth the
Anmerican veterans so --

COMM SSI ONER DONALDS: Thank you.

MR, GRANT: -- if they were m streated, they
woul dn' t be American veterans' dogs.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS: Qur next speaker,
Bolton -- "Jilbert," |I believe, is the |ast nane,
Andrew "McKinley." Conme on up to the m crophone,
pl ease. After him Kate MacFall, Karen Mbser
Ni col ene Junkins, and Linda Cuthbert.

Go ahead, sir.

MR, MCKILLOP: M nane is Andrew McKillop. |I'm
the adm nistrator eneritus of the Okeechobee
Heal t hcare Facility, 180 beds, soon to be over 200

beds, Five Star, subacute skilled facility, that is
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the recipient of both the bronze and silver Anerican
Heal t hcare National Quality Awards, and one of only
37 facilities in the State of Florida that has
recei ved the governor's gold seal

This is ny 58th year as an administrator. W
do not need additional or nore regulations. Sone
15 years ago we exceeded the Nucl ear Regul atory
Agency for regulations. Regulations increase
reports. Reporting requires additional staff, which
requi res additional funds.

Those funds are taken away from what we're
commtted to doing, and that's providing care.
51 years ago Medi care becane |law, and | believe
residents' rights were included init. Since then
several tinmes there had been revisions to these
regul ati ons, which nmake them-- gives nore benefits

and protection to the residents.

A rose by any other nane still |ooks and snells
|ike a rose. Proposal 88 doesn't. It gives
residents -- it doesn't give residents additional

rights as they currently enjoy, but rather is a
nmet hod to conplicate the delivery of care, nake us
nore vulnerable to failure to perform and subject
us to lawsuits largely profiting trial |awers.

" m al so opposed to Regul ation 54, the
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certificate of need. Last year | had the privilege
of being against it, and we got the senate of the
State of Florida --

COMM SSI ONER DONALDS: Thank you, sir. Thank
you for your comrents.

Kate MacFall, Karen Moser, N cole Junkins --

Ni col ene, I'msorry -- and Linda Cuthbert.

M5. JONBERT: Good afternoon. Maria Bolton
Jonbert. So speaking today -- just nyself, he can't
talk yet. W're going to train him But speaking
in favor of Proposition 67, | thank you for your
time. | canme from Olando with ny four-nonth-old.
He only cried half the tine.

But we are in favor and asking to you vote
"yes" on CRC Proposal 67 for the greyhounds. You
know, our econony shouldn't be tied to cruelty to
dogs. And 80 percent of the population, or so, has
a cat or dog, so | do feel that a good part of this
board will have enpathy for these aninals. And, you
know, it's man's best friend.

We just had to put down our dog of 10 years,
and she wasn't a greyhound, but she was a rescue.
And it's like losing your famly. And | know we
gave her a really good life.

And |'ve seen sonme of the images and |'ve heard
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sone of the stories of these dogs on the track. And
it's not right. These are God's creatures. | think
we can do better. And I'mnot for taking anybody's
job. 1'mjust concerned for the well-being of these
ani mal s agai n.

| think a ot of people in this room have
enpat hy and can feel bad for those dogs because of
what they go through. And it's not right. And I
just want Florida to enulate what other states are
doing. And | think we can do better.

So | thank you for your time today.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

Next speaker.

M5. MOSER: Good afternoon. |'m Karen Moser
from Mal abar, Florida. | want to thank the
commi ssioners. |'mhere to speak in opposition to

any attenpt to resurrect P-22 because Floridi ans
val ue their privacy.

While this is no doubt some kind of m sguided
aimof Roe v. Wade eventual |y bei ng overturned,
pl ease keep in mnd that the other ngjor
under pi nnings of the right to privacy at the federal
| evel are Griswold v. Connecticut and Law ence V.
Texas. So what is the end gane? Qutlawing birth

control? Driving gays back underground or what?
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Antiabortion anendnents that didn't even attack
ot her aspects of privacy have gone down in flanes
recently in recent election cycles when put to the
voters. So | think the people of Florida have
spoken. | would like to thank the Judici al
Committee for voting it dowmn. And please keep it
t hat way.

And by the way, if the legislators want to be
considered to be pro-life, naybe they should ban
assault rifles and | arge-capacity nagazi nes and --

(Audi ence interruption.)

M5. MOSER:. Ch, by the way, strengthen
background checks for other gun purchases while
they're at it. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

We cannot hear the speakers when there are
outbursts. So let's keep that to a m ni mrum and j ust
stick with the signs, please.

Go ahead.

DR. JUNKINS: Good afternoon, Conm ssioners.

My nane is Dr. N col ene Junkins, and I'm a 40-year
resi dent and voter of DeLand, Florida. | would I|ike
to begin by thanking each of you for your service on
this Commi ssion and for the opportunity to speak

bef ore you today.
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| am here to urge you to vote "no" on Proposals

43, 45, and 71 as | strongly believe those proposals

wi Il seriously underm ne and weaken our children's
identification. | specifically want to speak to 45
and 71.

Proposal 45 woul d divert public education
dol l ars through a voucher systemto religious or
private schools. Such a schenme is designed to
create a publicly funded system of education that is
separate fromour public school system Let us be
rem nded that separate is not equal and is
i nherently un-Anerican.

Fundi ng for public schools is already woefully
I nadequate without shifting funds to a private
system which is not accountable to the public and
which is -- also has no oversight by the public.

Proposal 71 would shift control of charter
schools fromlocally el ected school boards to the
| egi slature, which is situated mles away in
Tal | ahassee, thus bypassing the will of the | ocal
voters.

Deci si ons about our children's educati onal
needs are best net at the local level. And | oppose
any proposal that seeks to shift power to the state

governnment, particularly proposal s inpacting our
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publ i c school s.

Again, | thank you for the opportunity to speak
before you today. And in closing, | urge you to
protect the future of our education in Florida by
voting "no" to Proposals 43, 45, and 71. Thank you
for the opportunity to speak.

COW SSI ONER DONALDS: Thank you.

Kate MacFal |, Linda Cuthbert, Nancy Vaughn,
Carl a Christianson, Jeanne Tanke.

Go ahead.

M5. CUTHBERT: CGood afternoon, Comm ssioners.
|"mLinda Cuthbert. |'mpresently the chairmn of
Vol usi a County School Board. |'mhere in opposition
to Proposal 71, which would allow the |egislature to
create alternative processes to authorize the
establishment of public schools within the State by
general law. The aimis to take control of a school
district's charter schools fromlocal school boards,
thus allowi ng Tal |l ahassee to make their
adm ni strative deci sions.

But how can they nore effectively govern then?
The fact is, the Olando Sentinel's in-depth study
conduct ed and published several nonths ago
di scovered Florida's ineffective supervision.

As an elected official, I nust conduct nyself
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In the sunshine. So nust our tax dollars be

di stributed in the sunshine, because nost al
charter schools are run by privately owned charter
school providers, and governed by unel ected school
board nenbers.

| cannot help ny constituents who send their
children to charter schools. There should be |ocal
control of school boards over |eveling of mleage
rates. There should be | ocal control over the
openi ng and cl osing of charter schools.

We know our schools and comunities best. |
have two excellent charter schools in ny district,
that | don't want themto go away. | want themto
flourish and grow. But, however, let's nake al
public schools equally accountabl e and transparent
to our taxpayers.

Fl orida should not all ow shadow schoo
districts. | amfor school choice, but please do
not usurp the power of the |ocal school board and
hand it over to Tall ahassee. "No" to Proposal 71.
Thank you so nuch.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

M5. MACFALL: Hi. Thank you. M nane is Kate
MacFall. |1'mrepresenting the Hunmane Society of the

United States, our nation's |argest aninm
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protection organi zation. Thank you for your tine
t oday, and thank you, Conm ssioner Heuchan, for your
| eader shi p on Proposal 67.

We support 67 because of several
wel | -docunented animal wel fare problens in the dog
racing industry. State records show 438 deat hs at
tracks since 2013. In Florida, a dog dies on the
track every three days. Injuries are not reported
statewi de. But one Florida county passed an
ordi nance, and in just a few nonths reported 40
injuries, 32 broken bones, and 2 deaths, 78 notable
cases of neglect in the |ast decade.

There have been over 400 drug positives in the
| ast decade, including 70 cocaine positives. Racing
dogs are confined for up to 23 hours a day. Fenale
dogs are given anabolic steroids regularly to
prevent the | oss of race days. They are fed 4-D
meat from downed aninmals which is not fit for hunman
consunpti on.

There is an extensive coalition including
countl ess | ocal aninmal welfare groups around
Florida. W are all united in our work to protect
greyhounds and to oppose greyhound racing. This is
a very popul ar issue.

In fact, the gami ng industry holds us hostage
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in the | egislature because our issue nakes their
i ssues nore popular. Floridians don't support an
i ndustry that's cruel to the dogs.

Respectfully, | urge you to support Proposal 67
for the greyhounds. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

Go ahead, next speaker.

M5. VAUGHN. Good afternoon. M nanme is Nancy
Vaughn. | live in Port Orange in the county of
Volusia. 1'd like to start, |adies and gentl enen of
t he Conm ssion, for thanking you for being here and
t hanki ng you for your tinme and patience.

| also would like to thank you for putting
Proposal 91 on your docket, the prohibition for
drilling for oil and natural gas off our coastlines.
Qur tourismindustry has an econom c inpact of $67
billion on our econony. Thank you for seeing that
this needs to be protected.

On another matter, | would |ike to urge the CRC
to preserve the current ability of Floridians to
anmend their Constitution and oppose Proposal 97.

Fl ori da al ready has one of the highest thresholds in
the country to amend our Constitution, and the
change in 2006 from50 to 60 percent led to a sharp

decli ne on successful anendnents.
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Thi s proposal, 67 [sic], to have that
60 percent calculated fromthe total voters in the
el ection, not the nunmber of people voting on the
bal | ot, doesn't represent the true intent of the
voter. To pass a new constitutional amendnent you
woul d be counting el ectors who don't pass a vote as
di sapprovi ng of that anmendnent.

Many peopl e skip voting on particul ar issues
because they don't understand them especially
anendnents which historically have been worded to
obfuscate their true neaning. Case in point, |ast
Novenber's Anmendnent |, the purported pro-solar
anendnent, which indeed was anything but a pro-solar
amendnent .

Voting on constitutional anmendnents is the only
means of direct denocracy that Floridians have.

Wth all of the special interest noney tarnishing

our governnent, citizens need a voice now nore than

ever. | urge you to vote "no" on Proposition 97.
Additionally, 1'd like to say pl ease vote
agai nst threat to Home Rul e because --
COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.
We have Linda Cuthbert, Carla Christiansen,
Jeanne Tanke, and Rachel Sines.

MS. CHRI STI ANSEN: Good afternoon,
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Comm ssioners. I'mCarla Christiansen. | reside in
Vol usia County. | want to thank you for your
attendance and for your attention. It's been a

| ong, inpassioned conversation that we've had today.
And | woul d ask you to vote agai nst Proposal 72.

For 20 years | was an entrepreneur. | owned ny
own snmall business. And one of the things I
realized is you can't be successful in a business if
you can't nmke decisions quickly. Things over those
20 years changed, and ny need to adjust ny business
style, my decisions, ny choices were always quick.
| needed to be ninble.

When you | ook at what Proposal 72 is doing,
It's tying the hand of those people who we elect to
office. It's asking those people who sel dom agree
with each other to raise the bar to a supernmgjority
before they can do what needs to be done in Florida.

We just had two hurricanes that strongly
af fected Vol usia County back to back. Wy tie the
hands of those people who are elected so that when
the next thing cones along, they can't adjust?

Econom cally, we need to be able to be highly
funded for education for a quality of life that
brings in good businesses. Businesses don't go

where the quality of life is dimnished.
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Pl ease, | ask you to | ook at Proposition 72 and
reject it. Thank you.

COWMM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

Next speaker.

M5. TANKE: Jeanne Tanke, Daytona Beach,

Vol usia County. | urge you to vote agai nst
Proposal 4. As others have said, the No-Ai d
provi sion has saf eguarded Fl oridi ans' religious
freedomand rights for 130 years. It applies and
protects all faiths and beliefs.

In 2012, the majority of people of Florida
voted overwhelmngly to keep the constitutional
provi si on when the question appeared on the ball ot
then. And | urge you to vote agai nst Proposal 4
now. Thank you.

COWMM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

Li nda Cut hbert, Carla Christiansen, Rachel
Si nes, Suze Peace, Courtney Barker, and Arthur
Mar coux.

Go ahead. |If | called your nanme, conme on up.
Tel |l us your nane.

M5. SINES: H. M nane is Rachel Sines. |'m
here today in support of Proposal 96, also called
Marsy's Law. Eleven years ago | was sexual ly

assaul ted at gunpoint inside of ny own hone.
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As someone who has experienced the court
process firsthand, | can tell you a victinms
suffering does not end with the attack. It
continues as we navigate a very conplicated crimna
justice system which works for the crimnal and not
the victim

Marsy's Law woul d ensure crine victins are
afforded simlar constitutional protections to the
accused. Although the crimnals' rights are not
changed or weakened, the two parties will finally be
considered equal in the eyes of the law. That neans
everything to crine victins.

W deserve to be seen as soneone with rea
enotions who went through a very painful ordeal we
did not ask for, rather than sinply a third party in
the case. One of the rights afforded to crine
victinms under Marsy's Lawis the right to privacy.

| am unfortunately, all too famliar with
privacy rights because ny own right to privacy was
conprom sed. By acting as his own counsel, ny
attacker was afforded access to all of ny personal
information as well as those of nmy witnesses. He
made harassi ng phone calls to me and ny witnesses
fromjail, asking us not to testify against him He

al so used ny information to steal ny identity.
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There is nothing anyone could do. The state
attorney and sheriff's departnment’'s hands were tied.
Hs right to identify his accuser trunped ny right
to privacy and to be free fromintimdation.

Marsy's Law woul d al so provide crine victins
with a voice, which is something | wish | had in the
court process. After all, | certainly did not have
a say in being attacked, so shouldn't | have at
| east had a voice in deciding what happens?

COW SSI ONER DONALDS: Thank you for your
conmment s.

M5. PEACE: Hello, Commission. M nane is Suze
Peace. | reside in DeLand, Florida. I've lived in
Fl ori da about 40 years. |'ve always cared about the
environnment, and |I'm here as a nenber of Florida
Wl dlife Federation.

And we recently cel ebrated Conmi ssioner Jacqu
Thurl owLi ppisch's -- is that right? |Is she here?
Hi . Shout out to you. Thank you very nuch for
proposi ng the proposal, Nunmber 91, which would
protect our coast fromdrilling and gas and oi
expl orati ons.

| think all of us love Florida for our amazing
coastline and, of course, tourism and our health

and well-being. And all of our wildlife and so on
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depend on that. And | think that's a very
far-reaching idea, that you proposed that.

And, of course, you all will have the next
20 years -- you know, whatever you decide we |ive
with the next 20 years, all of you as well as us.

So, anyway, thank you for hearing us all today
and good | uck.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

Courtney Barker, Arthur Marcoux, Keila
Villegas, Jeff Sonksen. Go ahead.

M5. BARKER  Thank you. Courtney Barker, city
manager for the Gty of Satellite Beach. |I'mhere
to request that you stick to your own rules and not
bring back a proposal that was clearly defeated in
the Conmttee, and that would be primarily Proposal
95, which would renove | ocal governnment control over
busi nesses.

And | think there's just so many differences
bet ween the comrunities in Florida and so nany
nuances that there is no state | aw that can address
all the issues that would cone up with business
regul ations. So we urge you to allow us to keep our
Hone Rul e authority.

And we agree with the previous speaker about

stormmater. We all have -- a lot of tines we have
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different stormnvater | aws sinply because we have
di fferent ecol ogy and geol ogy.

W al so urge you to oppose Proposal 72, which
requires a supermajority vote to raise taxes. And
while this only affects State taxes, | can assure
you when the State can't pay for sonething, that
will trickle down to the counties and cities, which
means we'll be left to address the State issues, on
which we find nore is falling onto our shoul ders.
So we woul d appreciate you opposing that.

Additionally, a supermgjority, by the way, is
really allowing the mnority to control, and kind of
goes against the local tenet of majority rule of a
denocr acy.

W al so want to address Proposal 91. W
strongly support Proposal 91. W'd really
appreciate you putting that in. Qur city passed a
resol ution regarding offshore drilling about three
years ago, so we really appreciate that. And we
hope that you all put that onto the ballot for our
voters. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

Go ahead, sir.

MR. MARCOUX: M nane's Arthur Marcoux. | ama

greyhound trainer at Sanford-Olando Kennel C ub for
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Celtic Hounds. I'ma grandfather, I'ma father, and
I"'ma husband. | stand here opposed to Proposition

67 because it will significantly damage ny famly's

finances.

We just recently purchased a house up in the
Longwood area that we are noving into. And ending
greyhound racing would significantly cripple us
financially, as well as -- |I've listened to all the
horror stories that have gone on today, and that
they tal k about greyhound racing as if denoni zi ng
greyhound raci ng.

| have worked in the industry for over
30 years. Any one of you can pull up ny record and
there's not one abuse conplaint on ny record.
| ove ny animals, and | would do anything to nake
sure they have everything and -- everything they
need.

And G ey2K and all these other animal rights
organi zations, they want to end racing, which wll
lead to the extinction of the Anerican racing
greyhound. |Is that really the answer? |If the
extinction --

(Audi ence interruption.)

COW SSI ONER DONALDS: Excuse ne. Let's

respect the speaker. Thank you.
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MR. MARCOUX: | respected everyone as they
spoke. And bringing -- making these ani mals extinct
is not the answer. | don't know what nore we can do

on our part to nmake these aninmals nore confortable.

| f anybody wants to cone to ny kennel and see
how ny animals live, they can feel free to do so.
But for themto stand up here and judge ne just
because | work in the industry is ridiculous. They
don't know nme. They don't know the hours | put in.
They don't know the |ove that | show to these
animals. And for themto judge us, it's not even
for them

G ey2K i s not even based out of Florida. They
shoul d have nothing to do with this process.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

MR, MARCOUX: Thank you for your tine.

COW SSI ONER DONALDS: Go ahead, mm'am

(Audi ence interruption.)

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS: Let's all ow t he speaker
to speak.

M5. VILLEGAS: M nane is Keila Villegas. |I'm
from Gsceola County. Thank you for having ne here.
"' masking for you guys to vote "yes" on Proposal 67
to phase out greyhound racing. It's tine for

Florida for join the other 40 states that have
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al ready made the ban on commercial greyhound racing.
It's tine we think about the welfare of the
greyhound. They deserve a better |ife than what
t hey have right now. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

Sir, go ahead.

MR SONKSEN: My nane is Jeff Sonksen. [|'m
opposed to 67. | don't have anything to do with the
racing industry per se. |I'man artist, and I was

invited to a kennel at Longwood. And | nmade a video
and posted it on ny Facebook page and got a big
response fromthe foll owers | have.

And that led to a string of other people
inviting ne to visit their kennels. And |'ve
visited over half the tracks in Florida, going
behi nd the scenes and focusing mainly on the dogs.
And what | found, | just -- whatever | experienced,

I just filmed it with ny GoPro and posted it.

Greyhound Chroni cl es on Facebook is the page,

If you ever wanted to go look at it. You can see
for yourself. | got nothing to gain, nothing to

| ose fromthis. I'mjust nore interested in the
truth. And I'mafraid that you guys m ght be maki ng
a | aw based on a bunch of propaganda.

| nean, how can you know the truth? | think
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the closest thing that you mght find is the truth
i's watching ny videos, G eyhound Chronicles. Thank
you.

COMM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

Ri | ey- Pai ge Leam ng, Carla WIson, Landon
Leam ng, and Evan LeFevre, M chael Leam ng, WIIliam
Bi rm ngham Shannon Bl air, and Pam Di r schka.

If I call your nane, just cone on up. Don't
worry about the order. Everyone will make their
way. Go ahead.

M5. DI RSCHKA: Hello. [|'m Pam Dirschka, from
Titusville. 1'ma candidate for House District 50,
and |'m here to oppose Proposal 72, which woul d
require a supermgjority vote to inpose, authorize,
or raise state taxes or fees.

I"mgoing to refer to a statenent made by the
League of Wbnen Voters, which I thought was very
good. "It would tie the hands of future elected
| eaders and severely limt Florida's ability to
I nvest in public education, nental healthcare,
af f ordabl e housi ng, roads and bridges, parks and
beaches, and workforce training prograns by
requiring a supermpjority vote of the legislature to
rai se taxes or fees."

| can refer you to two states that have done
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simlar tax cuts and had a plan for growth. Please
take tinme to revi ew what happened in Kansas and in
Gkl ahoma. I n 2012 Kansas rolled back their taxes
and after they had drastic results, they repeal ed
that by the Republican | egislatures in 2017.

Okl ahorma tried the same thing. They' ve now
sl ashed education funding, so many districts are
just having 4-day schools in their areas.

In our county -- I'Il tell alittle bit nore
|l ocally. Brevard County, after the charter cap --
|'ve been attending a programthat our county has
called The Citizens Acadeny. And as the directors
speak to us, we see the charts of how their funding
has gone down after the charter limts.

I'd also like to nake one nore statenent. |
stand with Parkland. And if you are representing
the people of Florida, you would be making proposals
and not telling us that you're out of tinme. So
pl ease --

COW SSI ONER DONALDS: Thank you for your
conmment .

Go ahead, young lady. |Is it your turn?

M5. LEAMNG H. M nane is R ley Leam ng
fromAnimal Hero Kids, and | believe that dogs

should be free. Dog racing is dying, is very sad.
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| believe that they are scared. | would not do what
they do to their dogs.

If you think dog racing is right, then you are
wong. If you think dog racing is wong, then you
are right. | think dogs should be free. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

| have quite a few Leam ngs, so you all just go
i n what ever order you'd |ike.

MR LEAM NG Hi, ny nane is Landon Leam ng,
fromAnimal Hero Kids. |'mnine years old, and
t hi nk greyhound racing is wong. These greyhounds
don't deserve not to get fed often, not be free, and
have to race.

They al so have cenent and netal cages that they
are in for hours, 20 to 23 hours a day. Up to 8,000
greyhounds are held in these conditions. And these
peopl e don't report injuries to the public. There
has been 259 greyhound injuries between 2008 to
2016, including the 124 greyhounds that died or were
eut hani zed.

Since the State tracking began, there has been
438 greyhound deat hs since 2014. From May to
Cct ober 2017 SOK [ phonetic] team has reported 26
injuries, including 3 deaths and 18 fractures.

There are docunmented injuries from broken bones to
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heart attacks.

In 2011, a three-year-old brindle greyhound
naned "SZ W Are Cool" died shortly after racing at
t he Daytona Beach Kennel Club. 1In 2011, a
t wo-year-ol d bl ack greyhound nanmed "Hank All en"
broke several bones during a race.

| have dogs at hone. | would hate for this to
happen to them How can you expect themto win a
race when they don't get all the nutrients they
need? | know you mght think this is a sport, but
In sports you should be able to pick if you want to
do that sport or not.

Thank you for your tine. And | hope we can
stop greyhound racing and animal cruelty in all.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

MR, LEFEVRE: Hello. M nane is Vegan Evan and
' mthe co-president and spokesperson for Ani mal
Hero Kids. And Animal Hero Kids is an
al I -volunteer, nonprofit organi zation that reaches
over 30,000 kids a year.

| am al so a vol unteer spokesperson for
Sol utionary Speaks. A "solutionary” is soneone who
is part of the solution and not the problem [|'m
al so a Space Coast Aninmal Rights volunteer. And I

don't think it's right what they do to the

ANGELL REPORTING SERVICE




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

166

gr eyhounds.

| think that it's abuse, it's torture, it's
ensl avenent, and it's cruel and plain old wong.

And |'m here representing Animal Hero Kids all over
the nation, but especially in Florida.

And | would lIike everyone to close their eyes
for a few nonents and, please, inagine that you' re a
famly dog and your famly's com ng hone, you're al
happy, and you hear thempull in, and the keys are
jingling, and you're barking for joy, and your
tail's wagging, and the kids will conme hone soon and
play with you.

Now, imaging that you're a racing greyhound,
kept in a cage for 20 to 23 hours of your day, so
smal| that you can hardly turn around. And for the
two mnutes that you' re out of that cramred cage you
could get hurt or even die.

Now, | don't think that's right. So please
stop greyhound raci ng because the greyhounds don't
want to race. W should be able to ask themif they
want to, but we can't. So why do we force themto?

And, pl ease, inmagine that you' re one of them
| magi ne being forced to do that. All right. Bye.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

Go ahead, mm'am
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M5. WLSON: Good afternoon, Conm ssioners. M
nane is Carla Wlson. 1In 1996 | adopted my first
greyhound. His nane was "Allen" and he was three
years old. Allen raced at Sanford- Ol ando Kennel
Club in Longwood, and when he was finished racing he
and his sister were dunped at a |ocal vet by their
trainers to be kill ed.

| was being trained as a tech. | watched his
sister as she was carried out in a body bag and
decided Allen wasn't going to follow. Allen opened
ny eyes to the plight of greyhounds and greyhound
raci ng.

While working with the | ocal adoption groups |
saw how greyhounds live at the track and qui ckly saw
that it was inpossible to find honmes for themall.
There are just too nany dogs being bred to be the
fastest dog, and not enough hones.

|"ve since devoted ny life to educating the
publ i c about these anazing and gentle dogs.
routinely volunteer at outreach events throughout
the State. | have worked to pass human | egisl ation
for greyhounds and pronote adopti on.

Allen loved to curl up on the couch beside ne
wWith his nuzzle in his leg. He loved stuffed

animals, especially the big floppy ones. And he
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| oved to go for wal ks and he |loved M. Pugsly's
peanut butter bones, all the things that our dogs
deserve and | ove as part of our famlies, yet al
the things that nost racing greyhounds never know.

"' masking each of you to please let the voters
speak. Vote "yes" for the dogs. Thank you so nuch.

COW SSI ONER DONALDS: |Is there a Kayl a
Leam ng? Thank you.

M5. LEAMNG Hello. M nane is Kayla Leam ng,
and | represent the Save Movenent USA. | was born
and raised in Olando, Florida. And |I'm here today
i n support of Proposal 67. As a resident of
Florida, I find it very concerning that we're one of
those very few states that still allow this very
cruel form of animal exploitation.

These dogs are individuals, no different than
your ani mal conpanions at hone. G eyhound
racetracks go against all the values we should be
teaching our children. Let's raise our children in
a world where aninmals are treated with respect.

Proposition 67 is so inportant because we are
not tal king about objects. W are talking about the
lives of (indiscernible) beings. There will always
be anot her way to make noney, but these dogs w |

never get another life. Their lives are wasting
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away, and there's nothing they can do about it. But
we can.

Money is no excuse to treat these sensitive and
| oving ani mals as nothing nore than things. Let's
use this proposal to set an exanple and nake a
di fference. Conpassionate hunmans nake conpassi onate
choices, and we all know this world can use nore
conpassi on.

Today |I'm asking you to use your hearts and
make a decision, to put yourself in the animal's
position, and base your decision off of that.

Pl ease use this tinme to make a | ove-based deci sion
and to take a step to make Florida a nore
conpassi onate state. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

M chael Leaming. After him WIIliam
Bi r m ngham Shannon Blair, Bryan WI| son, and Ti not hy
Ki mes.

Go ahead.

MR LEAM NG Hello. M nane is M chael
Leam ng, and | represent the Save Mwvenent USA, and
I"'mfrom Olando, Florida. | support Proposal 67, a
ban on greyhound racing. Aninmals for hunman
entertainment is wong. They are treated |ike

noney- maki ng nmachi nes, not the individuals that they
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are. No one deserves to be treated |ike that.

The golden rule that | teach ny kids is to
treat others how you would want to be treated. No
one wants to be forced into confinenent and abused.
| don't think anyone on this panel would treat your
conpani on ani mals this way.

G eyhound raci ng breeds thousands of dogs into
exi stence for the sole purpose of nmaking noney on
them which is wong. W have so many dogs in
shelters that breeding themis unnecessary. Only a
smal| fraction of these greyhounds get to be rescued
and live their full lifespan. Most of themdie
early when they are not profitable.

I f these greyhound racers really cared about
their animals, they would give themfree access to
food and water and the outdoors. They would give
them vet care when they are injured, not kill them

But we all know those things take a | ot of
noney to do, and that would cut into their profit.
And the bottomline of greyhound racing is to nmake
as much noney as you can as fast as possible, not
the well-being of the animals. These aninals have
enotions just |ike ours. They feel pain, |ove,
sadness, and have the ability to suffer.

When we ban greyhound racing, what are we going
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to do with the tracks? W could turn those tracks
into a track-and-field community center for our kids
and have a nore positive place for our kids and
children to go to. W can nmake a positive place for
kids instead of getting into addiction, abuse, and
vi ol ence.

W need to create as many positive places as we
can to help nmake a loving, caring, and peaceful
wor |l d. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

W liam Bi rm ngham Shannon Bl air, Bryan
W son, and Tinothy Kines.

MR. Bl RM NGHAM  Chai rnman, Conmnmi ssioners, ny
name is WIlliamBirm ngham and |I'm here on behalf
of Proposal 67 to ban greyhound racing. | do not
agree on exploiting animals in any case. This takes
dogs for people's ganbling habits.

You want to vote on casinos? Let's do it. I'm
all for cards, nmachines, tables. That's human
choice. Leave the dogs and the abuse alone in
greyhound racing. Thank you.

COWMM SSI ONER DONALDS: Next speaker.

MS. BLAIR Hell o. | ' m Shannon Bl air. | am a
Mel bourne, Florida, resident. |'malso Vegan Evan's
nmom |'mthe vol unteer coordinator for Aninal Hero
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Kids. As Evan said, it's an all-volunteer,
nonprofit reaching over 30,000 kids and teens every
year with a nessage of being kind to all Kkinds.

Basically, |I just feel that there's no
justification that's good enough to cause this
unnecessary harmto animals. Even if you don't |ove
ani mal s, you should still be able to see that this
is not right. These aninmals are being oppressed.

As nmy son said, they're in place. They don't have a
choice, and -- | nean, this is about the ways that
we're using animals in society. All use is
exploitation, all exploitation is a form of abuse,
and all abuse is imoral and it's wong.

And what are the reasons that we're doing this?
For entertainnent, so that people can bet on the
animal s? | nean, these are their lives. They
deserve a right to their life, and no |iving being
deserves to be the slave or the property of soneone
el se.

It's extrene to say that as a society we | ove
animals and that we're against animal cruelty and
abuse, but then to do unnecessary things such as
greyhound racing. Wy are we doing this? | nean,
we need to do the right thing. W need to set

exanpl es for our children.
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Peopl e are wondering why all these school
shootings and things |ike this are happening. |If
our children can | ook at cows and pigs and dogs and
chickens -- and like ny son, insects -- as all being
i ndi vidual s, then you don't have things like this
happen. You can never have a situation, |like, where
five children watch a man drown and not one of them
have the decency to call 911.

You couldn't have these things happen if the
children are being raised to see things the way that
t hese children see them And greyhound racing is
not setting that exanple. It's disgusting and it
needs to be stopped. Thank you.

COWMM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

Bryan Wl son, Tinothy Kinmes. Thank you, sir.

MR, WLSON: Bryan WIson. Sonme of you
conmmi ssioners were at the Commttee neetings so this
will be alittle bit of a refresher. The Sem nol e
Greyhound Act was signed by nore than 14,000 voters
just in Sem nole County. Mre than 100 vol unteers,
many of whom you hear here today, spent their tine,
energy, noney, time away fromtheir famlies, tine
away fromtheir occupations even, to gather enough
signatures to require that the greyhound racing

i ndustry report injuries fromjust one track, report
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where the dogs go fromjust one track

And the Sem nol e County Conmi ssioners al so were
very supportive of this endeavor and they signed it
into law. And yet, no sooner did we get this passed
when the greyhound racing industry chose to sue
Sem nol e County rather than conply with this very
limted, very transparent requirenent.

So we've seen the truth based on greyhound
racing. W've seen its true nature. Mre than 400
dogs have died since 2013 just on the tracks. These
are just the dogs that we know about. The nunerous
injuries that have occurred since we required them
to report the injuries to greyhounds in Sem nol e
County and the investigative work that was done by
the | ocal television station that said, even though
we don't have a law in Sem nole County, we still
have injuries that are going unreported.

And Sem nol e County ani mal enforcenment had to
go out and actually tell them "Hey, you guys, we
have a rule. You need to start sticking to it.

You' re maki ng us | ook bad."

W have seen the true nature of dog racing.
It's time to let the voters nake the decision to |et
this be part of Florida's dark past. Thank you so

nmuch.
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COWM SSI ONER DONALDS: After Tinothy Kines,
Patty Farley, Kari Warren, Ryan Vesci o.

Go ahead.

MR. KIMES: Thank you. M/ nane is Tinothy
Kinmes, and |I've worked as a nursing hone
adm nistrator for the past 30 years. |I'mcurrently
at Martin Nursing Restorative Care Center in Stuart.
This is a 120-bed skilled nursing facility. 1It's
rated Four Star with a focus on rehabilitation of
the elderly that have suffered a traumatic event.

| speak in opposition to Proposal 88. Upon
adm ssion to every nursing honme in Florida, the
resi dent receives a copy of the Nursing Hone
Resident Rights that is witten into Florida statute
al ready. This docunent is prepared by the |long-term
care onbudsman program which is adm nistered by the
Departnent of Elder Affairs.

The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid al so
outlines in detail the rights of a resident admtted
to a nursing hone noting that the facility is
required to provide at the tinme of the resident's
adm ssion witten information concerning the
resident's rights.

The determ nation of a resident's know edge of

these rights is a part of every unannounced annual
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conpl ai nt survey conducted by the Agency for
Heal t hcare Administration in every nursing hone in
Fl ori da.

Proposal 88 is an attenpt to not only duplicate
t hese docunents nentioned above but in the guise of
a noble statenent related to resident rights allows
for the inposition of expensive insurance and | egal
costs should any nonnenber, nonfamly nmenber wish to
be conpensated in the event of |oss, injury, and
damage suffered because of abuse, negligence,
exploitation, or violation of a resident's rights.

The inmposition of insurance coverage |evels
under Proposal 88 penalizes those homes with few or
no clains in their history. That additional cost
nerely takes resources away fromresident services
in order to pay for the increased cost of insurance.

Proposal 88 also m sleads the public into
t hi nki ng that the nursing hone can sinply wal k away
froman inposed judgnent. In 2014 the |egislature
enacted a statute that required a nursing hone to
pay that judgnent or lose their |license to operate,
even in the event of a change of ownership.

Proposal 88 desires to hold accountabl e not
only all people that own and operate facilities

i nvol ved in such violation, but also creates a path
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to pursue any person, private equity firm or even
a nutual fund that m ght own stock or other assets
ina--

COWMM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Sorry, sir. Thank you.

MR. KIMES: Thank you.

MR VESCIGO M. Chairnman and Commi ssioners, ny
name i s Ryan Vescio. And for the past 13 years |I've
wor ked as an assistant state attorney including
handl i ng capital hom cide and violent crime cases
for over the past decade in the Ninth Judicial
Circuit for the Ofice of State Attorney in O ange
and Gsceol a counti es.

Today | am here on behalf of the Executive
Council of the Florida Bar's crimnal |aw section to
speak in opposition to Proposal 96. The crim nal
| aw section of the Florida Bar and its Executive
Council is conprised of judges, prosecutors, defense
attorneys, both private and public, and | aw
pr of essors.

Al of us agree that victins have and should
have rights within the crimnal justice system and
that those rights should absol utely be honored.
Today Article |, Section 16, of the Florida
Constitution guarantees those rights, and the

| egi sl ature has enacted enabling | egislation
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assuring that those rights are protected.

At its January neeting, the Executive Counci
of the crimnal |aw section discussed Proposal 96
and voted 29 to 3 to recommended opposition agai nst
its inclusion in our Constitution. Wile different
menbers voted agai nst the approval for different
reasons, there was al nost unani nbus agreenent
agai nst the proposed anmendnent as currently witten
by those of us who work daily to ensure the rights
of Florida's victins are adequately protected in our
courts.

As the voice of crimnal |aw practitioners in
Florida courts, we rise in opposition to Proposal
96. Thank you for your consideration.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

Go ahead.

M5. FARLEY: Thank you. M nanme is Patty
Farley. [I'mthe president of the Denocratic Wnen's
Club of Florida, which has over 3,500 nmenbers, and
I"'ma retired public school teacher that has taught
over 9,300 plus students. And I'mdressed in black
t oday because today is the 50th anniversary of when
teachers wal ked out in this State to protect our
public schools. And teachers are still trying to

protect our public schools.

ANGELL REPORTING SERVICE




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

179

|"'mhere to speak in opposition to the
foll ow ng proposals, sonme no |onger active, but I
don't want themto cone up again, and nany stil
active. 59, 4, 45, 71, 90, 93, and 43.

It's obvious that these are all designed in one
way or another to hurt public schools. This program
woul d not benefit Florida's famlies who desire
their child have a quality, free public education
There are many proposals here that give State funds
to private schools, churches, or charter schools, or
del ete current |anguage that prevents it from
happeni ng fromour current Constitution.

Sonme want to change class size. But the way
that it tallies now, you need to average j ust
cl assroom teachers if you change anythi ng about how
class size is tallied, and not the adm nistrators
and whatever, in the schools.

Proposal 43, which puts termlimts on our
school board takes the right of the |ocal comunity
away fromdeterm ning who's left. These proposals
do not benefit Florida's famlies and the children
of Fl ori da.

| beg you to put your interests above the
I nterests of charter schools and their | obbyists and

consider the children of Florida. And I thank you.
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Thank you very nmuch.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

Kari Warren. Last nane is, | think, Lamers,
from Mel bourne Terrace, Satellite Beach. Can't read
the first name. Reed -- would you like to use the
m crophone there? Geat.

And whil e she's maki ng her way, Janet W ni koff
and Donna Stark w || be next.

Go ahead in the back. Just a nonent. For sone
reason that m crophone is not on. Okay, if you
could start again.

M5. LAMERS: 1'Il try again. Hello. M nane
is Helen Lanmers from Satellite Beach, Florida, and
t hank you, Comm ssioners, for being here all day
with us. | amhere representing Ml bourne Terrace
Rehabilitation Center that has changed nmy life. [|I'm
al so here to ask you to oppose Proposal 88.

Four years ago | took a fall and I thought it
was a tunble, but soon afterwards | realized I |ost
the use of ny legs so | had to have energency
surgery to prevent permanent paralysis.

| had the surgery. It went well. And I was
taken to another facility for a few nonths while
t hey discovered | had MRSA in ny surgery site, which

pronpted three nore back surgeries.
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So after the four back surgeries | was noved to
Mel bourne Terrace Rehabilitation Center. And this
was the nost amazi ng and out standi ng experience of
ny life. 1t was |ife-changing.

The nonent that | was wheeled in on a gurney,
because | had totally lost all novenent in ny |egs
after the fourth surgery, | was overwhel ned by the
beauty, by everything around -- the whole
envi ronnment of Mel bourne Terrace was so uplifting.

There was nusic playing, and I was enotionally
overwhel ned and so happy to be there. At the tine |
was taken there | couldn't even nove ny toes. |
couldn't nmove ny legs, but I knew | was in a place
that was going to help ne.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS: Thank you, ma'am  Thank
you. Your tinme is up. You're in opposition to 88;
IS that correct?

M5. LAMERS: That's it. But |'ve been heal ed
t hrough the wonderful care at Ml bourne Terrace.

COW SSI ONER DONALDS: Next speaker down here.
Thank you.

M5. W NI KOFF: Good afternoon. M nane is
Janet Wnikoff, and I'mthe director of education at
t he Humane Society of Vero Beach in Indian River

County. | serve on the board of the Florida
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Associ ation of Animal Welfare Organization, and |I'm
al so a resident of Vero Beach

Today |I'mhere to kindly ask the CRC to support
Proposal 67, to phase out greyhound racing in
Florida. Racing greyhounds are dogs who are just as
deserving of the sane protections, conpassion, and
care as the dogs living in hones throughout the
State of Florida. Racing greyhounds spend up to
23 hours a day in cages, are fed neat unfit for
human consunpti on, and suffer from horrendous
injuries resulting from accidents.

| know. |'ve been to Pal m Beach Kennel C ub
|*ve been to the kennel club that's here. And I've
seen sonme of the dogs that have been injured. 1've
al so seen in Pal mBeach County where sone of the
dogs have been dunped in the shelter.

On average, one racing greyhound dies on a
Florida track every three days. |It's shaneful that
our State provides strong anticruelty |aws for other
dogs, but allows racing greyhounds to becone
injured, suffer, and die. Over the years ani nmal
advocates have tried every possible way to address
concerns. However, the dogs' welfare continues to
be ignored so gam ng interests can benefit.

There is an authorization in the Constitution
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pertaining to greyhound racing. Therefore, we nust
take this issue before the CRC so we can end the
suffering. Please give Florida voters the chance to
vote for conpassion by allow ng Proposal 67 to be

i ncluded on the ballot. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

Donna Stark, Kari Warren, Wendy Trimarche, and
W1 liam Haskel | .

MS. STARK: Good afternoon. M nane is Donna
Stark. | reside in Indian R ver County, Florida. |
support Proposal 67 to phase out and end greyhound
racing in Florida.

Greyhounds in the dog racing industry have been
expl oi ted, have suffered i nhumanely, and many have
died in Florida during the last 87 years. This is
the year to put the issue to end dog racing on the
ballot. The end of dog racing is |ong overdue.

Pl ease gi ve your support for Proposal 67.

Thank you.

COW SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

M5. TRIMARCHE: Good afternoon. M nane is
Wendy Trimarche. |1'ma resident of Indian River
County and |I'm al so on the executive comittee of
t he board of directors of The Humane Soci ety of Vero

Beach and Indian River County.
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| see on a daily basis the trickle-down effect
of industry-bred animals, including greyhound dogs
and what it costs Indian River County to handl e al
these animals and the costs that they incur to help
The Humane Soci ety.

Greyhound racing is only in existence because
It is tied to other gamng entities. Forty states
have put a stop to greyhound racing and its abuses.
It's time that Florida do the same. |If the only way
to stop the cruelty and abuse to these beauti ful
conpanion aninmals is Prop 67, then please vote "yes"
and send that on to the voters. | appreciate it.
Thank you.

COWMM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

W I liam Haskel |, Choice Edwards, Sean Orr,
Heat her Jackson, Mchelle Carroll, John Titkanich,
Shirl ene Stuckey.

If | called your nanme, conme on up to the
m crophone on either side.

Go ahead.

M5. JACKSON: Good afternoon. My nanme is
Heat her Jackson, and |I'mthe adm nistrator at
Par ksi de Health and Rehabilitation Center, a
122-bed, skilled nursing facility in DeLand. W are

a CM5, Five Star-rated center, and an Anerican
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Heal t hcare Association Silver National Quality Award
reci pi ent.

| am here to urge you to vote agai nst
Proposal 88, which clainms to be about nursing hone
residents' rights, but Florida's senior citizens are
al ready ensured those rights through state and
federal |aw, and are enforced by state surveyors and
| ocal onbudsnen.

When you read what Proposal 88 is, you'll see
it Is nore about suing nursing hones and | ess about
I mproving the quality of care. This proposal is
asking us to put noney aside for |lawsuit and
litigation costs instead of putting this noney into
staffing and equi prent upgrade.

| urge you to vote "no" on Proposal 88 as it
wWill hurt the residents in Florida's |ong-termcare
centers and underm ne the hard work of thousands of
Fl orida's conpassi onate caregivers that care for our
resi dents.

COW SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

M5. CARRCOLL: Good evening. M nane is
Mchelle Carroll. |1 run a 190-total-bed skilled
nursing facility in Daytona Beach, Florida, Seaside
Heal th and Rehab. And in the interest of tine,

pl ease vote "no" on 88. Thank you.
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COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

On this side, go ahead.

And you can conme on up to the m crophone so
you' re ready al so.

M5. STUCKEY: H . M name's Shirlene Stuckey.
I live in Apopka. | want to tell you | appreciate
this opportunity to speak to you. I'mhere in
support of Proposal 67. Last year | was at a vet --
waiting in a vet's office, a veterinary hospital
when a rescue person canme in wth a greyhound that
had just been rescued fromthe track.

It was, of course, injured. And, of course,
since it can't run and nake nobney anynore, they
didn't want it, so the rescue |ady brought the dog
in. It was severely injured.

And the rest of us who were waiting there, we
waited while the vets and the technicians
struggled -- they took it behind, you know, in a
room and struggled to get the dog stabilized. None
of us m nded that.

The dog was so injured that it would be mracle
if it lived. So when they say the dogs don't get
injured, that's just not true. So |I'mjust asking
you pl ease, please -- | support Proposition 67 to

end greyhound racing in Florida. Thank you very
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much.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

Go ahead, sir.

MR. TI TKANI CH: Good afternoon, Conm ssioners.
My nane is John Titkanich. [I'mthe city manager for
the Gty of Cocoa. One, thank you for your service
to the State and for your tinme today. | can only
I magi ne going across the State, how nuch this takes.
I mght want to bring Evan back up to give ny
comments because it's kind of a hard act to follow

Respectfully, I'"mrequesting you to oppose
pul I'ing Proposal 95, the |ocal governnent regul ation
of commerce, trade, |abor fromthe |ocal governnent
commttee where it failed -- after it did fai
before in its first conmttee hearing and then was
subsequently voted down in the second conmttee
heari ng.

| could share many reasons why | think it's bad
for the State and | ocal governnent. A couple that
cone imediately to mind the way it was construed
woul d be the ability for |ocal governnment to
regul ate sexually oriented busi nesses where an adult
entertai nment conpany establishes and operates
mul tiple |ocations throughout our state, and | ocal

communi ties would not have the ability to do that.
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Contractors who are | ocated outside of our city
but operate within the boundaries, this is
especially critical and concerning in the afternmath
of hurricanes of 2004. The legislature saw fit to
go back and address the issue of occupati onal
| i cense versus | ocal business tax because you had
contractors preying on unsuspecting honeowners, and
they're saying, "Ch, I'mlicensed with the State."

Yes, but it would also clarify that they were
payi ng to transact business in the State, but it was
al so a dual purpose to ensure that people would know
that they were not licensed with the State.

Anot her one local to us is the fertilizer ban
pretty nmuch across the State. MIllions of dollars
are being spent on the Indian River Lagoon, both at
the State and the county level. And if you have a
commerci al applicant that has a business | ocation
sonmewher e outside of Cocoa, or Brevard County, no
ability to regul ate.

Wth that, I'mjust going to request you pl ease
respect the commttee process and allow the | ocal
government committee action to stand final for
Proposal 55 [sic]. Thank you for your time and
servi ce.

COW SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.
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Go ahead, sir.

DR. ORR Good afternoon, Conm ssioners,

Chai rman. Thank you for the opportunity to speak.
I"'mDr. Sean Or of Jacksonville. As a forner

hospi t al - enpl oyed physician with extensive

adm ni strative experience, | come today in support
of Proposal 54 as it pertains to hospitals. | cone
forward today not only as a physician, but as a
menber of the community who's likely to be a patient
one day, as is everyone in this room

Proposal 54 ains to elimnate the current
certificate of need schene, which limts the nunber
the healthcare facilities that can be built in
Florida. The current regul atory environnent
essentially grants near nonopolistic powers to |arge
regional not-for-profit health systens jeopardi zing
the public health.

In ny opinion, elimnating this scheme shoul d
bring about the foll ow ng benefits. First, it would
elimnate the current, unhealthy constraint on
conpetition. Megasystens have becone regi onal
nonopol i es by unfairly consolidating services and
physicians. This schene anplifies the problem

Looking (unintelligible) better solutions, and

t hat shoul d be aboli shed.
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Second, Proposal 54 would lead to inproved
quality of care. Wth currently constrai ned
conpetition, megasystem adm nistrators effectively
dictate patient care with inpunity. Governnent
regul ati ons are bei ng abused, creating an
i npenetrabl e wall behi nd which these adm ni strators
hi de, worsening quality.

If a junbo jet crashed every day in this
country, the FAA would shut down all flights
I mredi ately. But currently a junbo jet's worth of
patients die in our nation every day due to
hospital -rel ated nmedi cal m stakes, now the third
| eadi ng cause of death in this country. Elimnating
the CON schenme is the first step of many needed to
bring greater transparency and accountability to
heal t hcar e.

Third, Proposal 54 would help to reduce the
cost of healthcare. Contrary to what hospital
adm ni strators woul d have you believe, under CON
nmeans their ever-grow ng clout to demand hi gher
prices for their services. Elimnating the CON
scheme will provide patients with better choices and
keep nmegasystens in check

Finally, like so many physicians who' ve been

constrai ned and silenced by nonopolistic healthcare
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systens, | support a strong balance to inprove the
lives of healthcare workers who currently are
burni ng out in unprecedented nunbers.

| urge the public to support Proposal 54, which
woul d make room for new solutions to energe and hol d
nmegasystens accountable to a higher standard. Thank
you.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS: W I Ii am Haskel I, Choice
Edwar ds, Tam Litvak, Susanna Lew s, Heather Hayes,
Dr. Sue Kiley, Janmes Phillips.

If I call your nane, conme on up to the
m crophone. Don't worry about the order.

Ri vki Beer, Barbara Bi ngnear.

Yes, sir. There are plenty nore. There's
plenty nore. Go ahead. You see why we're trying to
keep it nmoving here. Want everybody to get a chance
to speak

Sir?

MR PH LLIPS: M nane is James Phillips.
represent G eyhound Equi pnent Conpany. W build
nost all the dog tracks here in Florida and actually
around the entire country. |'ve been fromone end
of the country to the other.

| would Iike you to strike down Proposition 67.

My aunt and ny great grandfather was involved in the
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first formng of the greyhound tracks. |If you stop
greyhound racing in Florida, it will end not only ny
career and ny job, but all ny enpl oyees who' ve been
with me for 30 years plus.

|'ve heard stories about abuses fromcertain
people, and |'ve been fromone end of the country to
the other. |[|'ve seen it all. There's abuses of al
kinds. There's human abuses constantly. |[If you're
going to pick a sport and say because it's dangerous
and hurts others and you want to ban it, well, then
we woul dn't have any sports at all.

Way don't we try regul ating an unregul at ed
sport at the nonment and punish those who do abuse?
Because |'ve seen plenty -- there's a |ot of
animal -- there's a |lot of greyhound people who | ove
their animals as they do their own children.

They take care of them as you would take care
of your own animals. So to say that they're all bad
is not a very good idea.

COW SSI ONER DONALDS: Thank you for your
comment s.

Next speaker?

M5. HAYES: Hi. Good afternoon. M nane is
Heat her Hayes. [|'mfrom Sem nole County, Florida.

["mnot here with an issue. |I'mjust here as a
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citizen, as a voter. | becane involved with the
greyhounds because basically I live five m nutes
fromthe track and | see every day how t hose ani mal s
are treated.

They're put in the little trucks. And they
live right behind the junkyard, and they're
transported to the tracks -- and those rusty kennels
that pretty much no animal should live in, in that
condition on an 80-degree weather in Florida. And
they're yanked out of trucks to be able to go to the
races. So if you tell ne this is loving care, |I'm
not exactly sure what |oving care is.

|"mnot here being paid. | can say that I'ma
wel | - educat ed person and | can nmake ny own
decisions. And I'mhere to say "yes" to Proposal
67. Thank you very nuch

COMM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

Go ahead, ma'am

M5. BINGNEAR My nane is Barbara Bingnear.
am from Mel bourne, Florida. Shortly after noving to
Mel bour ne al nost 30 years ago | joined an
organi zati on cal |l ed Brevardi ans Agai nst Raci ng
Cani nes, also known as BARC. So now here | amstill
fighting for the sane issue and in support of

Proposal 67 to ban greyhound raci ng.
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Many have di scussed the many i nhumane aspects
of this so-called sport. And | would like to talk
about the economics of it, which often override the
conpassi on.

Al nost 30 years | heard Pat Biddix, who is the
general manager of the Ml bourne G eyhound Park,
whi ch was then Del aware North, advocate for racing
dogs in Mel bourne. | have here a copy of a
newspaper article that was printed in Florida Today
on August 27th, where Pat Biddi x was interviewed.

The | ead paragraph in the article says, "The
noney flow ng through Mel bourne G eyhound Park and
Club 52 as a result of the |ive dog races fel
nearly 30 percent in the past year. Al across
Florida, tracks |like the Mel bourne G eyhound Track
are facing steep revenue losses. In Florida' s 13
greyhound tracks, they're losing a conbi ned $35
mllion a year on dog races.”

And also in this article it says the Naples
Fort Myers Track owner, |zzy Havenick, is saying
they don't want to |ay people off so they're trying
to figure howto deal with the |losses until the
| egi sl ature acts.

Sol will present this paper, leave it with

your gentleman here. And | thank you very nuch for
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your tine.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

Joyce Edwards, Tam Litvak, Susanna Lew s,

Dr. Sue Kiley, and R vki Beer. Are any of those
here? Ckay.

John Mandal a, C audi a Thomas, Lei gh Bergstrom
Wl liam Fi sk, Linda Dol phin. Cone on down. [|'lI
j ust keep going.

Soozy Katzen, Denetrius Tsigas, Bernice Bird,
Ann Rendon, Stephanie Elrod. [If | call your nane,
come up to the mcrophone in any order.

You got here first. You're first.

MR. MANDALA: | want to say first thank you for
bei ng here. But you serve at our pleasure and |
think you need to listen to what people are saying,
nunber one.

Nunber two --

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS: Coul d you say your nane,
pl ease, for us?

MR. MANDALA: Yes, |I'msorry. John Mandal a.

| think you should support 91, stop the oil and
gas drilling. OQur estuary is already dead. There's
no clanms, there's no oysters. W really need to
t hi nk about it.

You shoul d support 95, which is going to stop
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sonme of the devel opers fromputting nitrogen and
oxygen and phosphorus into our river.

You shoul d support 96. Victins have a right.
They have a big right. [|If you' ve never gone through
the court system you should try it, see what
happens. W need to think differently.

You shoul d support 43 for termlimts in our
school buildings, in our schools, termlimts for
our boards because things becone very, very
"everyday." W have people that don't support
different ways of doing things in our schools.

We just saw 17 people get killed in a school.
W' ve seen kids get killed in the last five years,
and all we talk about is gun control. What about
peopl e? What are we doing with how they're
t hi nki ng?

When our own superintendent of Brevard County
says we don't need schools that teach kids the
di fference between anger and viol ence, sonething is
wong. W need to start really listening to what
peopl e are saying. Forget about this politics
stuff.

| ndependent proposal? W need to think about
that. W need change. You're going to be here for

anot her 20 years. | think we should do this every
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ten years. It's inportant. Things can't wait
20 years.

Listen to what the people are saying. Thank
you.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

Anyone el se whose nane | called? If | called
your name, conme on up to the m crophone, please, and
just give us your nane for the record.

FATHER TSI GAS: Conmmi ssioners, thank you so
much for your tinme, for your patience, and for your
Wi llingness to serve in this capacity. | am
thrilled to be here. And I'mthrilled that all of
you are here, even though | disagree with probably
nost of you.

My nane is Father Denetrius Tsigas. | have
proposed Public Proposal 700334. |'ma naturalized
Anerican citizen born in Geece, the hone of
denocracy, western civilization, and the propagation
of (indiscernible).

Sonebody earlier quoted the preanble to the
Florida Constitution, but they used the ellipsis --
dot, dot, dot -- to | eave sonething out, "almghty
God." That's been done since the early 1900s in
this country. In our kids' textbooks they use "dot,

dot, dot" to say "God" and "Christianity,” in our
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ki ds' textbooks. W' ve been lied to. W need to
return to the original intent of our nation's and
our states' Founding Fat hers.

In the 1960s the Bi ble and prayer were taken
out of our public schools and we've been paying the
consequences in increased imorality, |aw essness,
corruption, poverty, inprisonnent, breakdown of
marriage, and increase in divorce ever since.

My proposal reads as the preanble but with just
a few nore words added to it. "In gratitude and
recognition to Almghty God, we return the use of
the Bi ble and prayer to our public schools and the
original Christian foundation our Founding Fathers

I ntended for our nation to our public school

t ext books.
"This will enable our people to restore and
mai ntai n our constitutional |iberty, secure our

benefits, perfect our governnent, ensure donmestic
tranquility, maintain public order, and secure equal
civil and political rights for all of our citizens."
That is awesone. | also amin support --
because | have no dog in the race -- I'"'mneither a
Protestant nor a Catholic. The Bl aine Anendnents
were put in place in 40 of our states by Protestants

who were fearful of Catholics comng in and using
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t heir Bi bl es.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

FATHER TSI GAS: Thank you. God bless you all.
Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS: C audi a Thomas, Leigh
Bergstrom W I Iliam Fi sk, Linda Dol phin, Soozy
Kat zen, Bernice Bird, Ann Rendon, and Stephanie
Elrod. |If any of those are here -- obviously,
you're one of them After that we're going to take
a 10-m nut e break.

Go ahead, ma'am

M5. ELROD: Hello. M nane is Stephanie Elrod,
and | was born and raised in Longwood, Florida.

graduated from Lyman Hi gh school, hone of the

G eyhounds. | would like the panel to please vote
"no" on Proposal 67.

| was started -- 1've been in greyhound racing
for five years. | started out as a helper in ny

dad's kennel. M fiance shortly joined us. W both
went on to train fromny dad, Jimy Goodman, for two
years.

Eric and | opened our own kennel, Larson
Kennel, in January of 2017. W are now in our
second year, and we work 7 days a week, 365 days a

year, taking care, and | oving our hounds. W don't
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take sick days. W don't take holidays off.

Hurricanes cone. Wile you were hunkered down
i n your homes, us greyhound owners and trainers were
sleeping in crates with our dogs in the kennels.

Qur track, SOKC, is one of the first in the country
to install a safety lure. |In addition, when and if
I njury occurs, Sanford-Olando Kennel O ub has a
no-kill policy and hel ps with the vet expense for
each dog.

| also volunteer in the pet kennel with ACT
G eyhound Adoptions ran by Kathy Ford. The dogs are
wel | cared for and | oved until the day they |eave to
becone | oving pets. This program has adopted
t housands of honmes in Anerica and Canada.

The dogs are kept in large crates that two
humans can fit in. They are let out nultiple tines
a day. The kennels are air-conditioned and heated,
and our dogs are kept in great condition.

How do we stay in business running sick and
unheal thy dogs? W wouldn't. This is our |ife and
how ny famly nmakes a living. It would be
devastating to have this great sport taken away as
wel | as our livelihood. Thousands of famlies would
be affected. These dogs are our life, and | hope

you can see that.
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Thank you for your tinme, and pl ease vote "no"
on Proposal 67.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS: Thank you. We will be
back in ten m nutes.

(Brief recess.)

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS: Al right. W are going
to get started again here. 1'mgoing to start
nam ng off a few names so that people can start
lining up on either side of the stage here as the
conmmi ssioners are returning as well.

Kat hy Ford, M chael Wi nbaum Kathleen Skanbi s,
Todd Byers, and LaDonna Hanpt on.

Al right. Go ahead.

M5. FORD: Hi. M nane is Kathleen Ford, and
|"mhere to ask you for a "no" vote on Proposal 67.
| currently run a greyhound adopti on group, which
was started in 2009. Since that tinme | have
facilitated the placenent of 2,142 pets. | can tel
you their nanes and where they went.

| started out in the early '90s with greys as
pets, and then owned a few racers that retired to ny
hone. | even worked in a racing kennel for three
nont hs while the kennel owner recuperated from
surgery, so | have a fairly good know edge of

raci ng.
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G eyhounds are not abused. A greyhound needs
to be in top condition to run a race, and abused or
negl ected greys woul d not be conpetitive. Look at
the pictures of greyhounds and check out the nuscles
and conditioning of these dogs. They are athletes
i n great shape.

| have seen injuries on the track. But get on
any greyhound Facebook forum and you will see nore
deat hs and injuries than anything that happens on
the track. Lots of the greys who suffer m nor
I njuries continue racing once heal ed up.

Contrary to what sone believe and contrary to
what sonme profess, greys with broken | egs are not
routinely put down. | have fostered many broken-1|eg
greyhounds, and they have becone soneone's bel oved
pet .

Besi des the greyhounds, please keep in mnd the
many i ndividuals that woul d be di spl aced and out of
work if this should pass. Not just the kennel
owners, trainers, and workers, but all the
addi ti onal people that work within the industry and
provi de services to the industry. As a resident and
regi stered voter in Florida, | feel we need to focus
our intention on nore pressing issues facing our

St at e.
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Il would also |like to say that |'ve been
listening to sone of the aninmal activists today.
And Carey Thiel tried to stop ne from sendi ng dogs
out of state. He contacted the State of Florida and
said I was sending dogs to be euthanized in Canada.
That's the type of people he is.

COW SSI ONER DONALDS: Thank you for your
comment s.

Next speaker, please.

MR, VEINBAUM M/ nane is M chael Wi nbaum |
have lived in Florida all ny life. 1've been a
regi stered Republican in Florida for ten years. On
February 1st the General Provisions Comrittee here,
chai red by Conmm ssioner Thurl ow Li ppi sch, considered
Proposal 62 for top two of the primaries.

But Comm ssi oner Schifino, who proposed it, had
to step out, and no one was there as sone of the
ot her comm ssioners gave sone good but skepti cal
guestions about how that would work, and why. So,
hopeful ly, | can answer naybe two of them

One question was, \Wat about the freedom of
association? Well, that works both ways. |
recently went to a Republican party neeting in
Orange County. It was the first time |I've done that

in Orange County.
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They were maki ng deci sions about bank accounts
and whi ch upconming city and county el ections to
focus on, but I wasn't recognized. They don't know
me there. | was not permtted to vote. They had a
freedomto di sassociate with ne.

But | voted in every primary el ection,
Republican primary, and none of them have been able
to stop ne. So the freedom of association clearly
wor ks for some aspects of the Republican Party in
Florida, but not all. There are sone parts that are
public, some parts that are private. Proposal 62
woul d not change any of that.

Anot her question was, Wiy don't these victins
just pick a party? Well, | did pick a party. But |
was still not getting a chance to cast a neani ngf ul
vote. You see, denocrats seemto win in ny district
for State legislature by 40 points. But there's
either a wite-in candidate or a republican who pays
for petitions for their nane to be on the ball ot,
even though they have no chance.

| would Iike to be able to cast a vote for the
| east bad denocrat in these districts w thout
sacrificing ny chance to vote for a favored
republican for senator or governor. Only Proposa

62 gives ne that chance consistently and gives a
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candidate in a district |like that an incentive to
sell thenselves as a denocrat who sonetines
conpr om ses.

W need nore candi dates --

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

Go ahead.

MS. SKAMBI S: (Good afternoon. M nane is
Kat hl een Skanbis. |I'ma lifelong citizen of the
State of Florida. |'m speaking on behalf of nyself
and also as a volunteer at the | ocal regional and
national |evels for the American Lung Associ ati on.
And |'m here to speak about sonething that nobody
has spoken about yet, which is opposing Proposal 94.

Proposal 94 affects Article X, Section 27 of
the Florida Constitution, which was passed by
citizen initiative overwhelmngly in 2006. It
est abl i shes tobacco-free Florida, using a percentage
of the noney fromthe tobacco settlenent, tobacco
litigation settlenent.

It has been trenendously successful in the
State of Florida. It is mandated under the terns of
Article X, Section 27 currently to conply with best
practices established by the Centers for D sease
Cont r ol

In 2006, the adult snoking rate in Florida was
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21 percent. In 2016, it's 15.5 percent, the | owest
ever. Youth went from 10.6 percent to 3.8 percent
in 2015.

According to Florida Departnment of Health, it
has saved Florida, Florida state governnent, nore
than $3.2 billion. Don't gut that program And
that is what Proposal 94 woul d do.

I"ma lung cancer survivor, very lucky. Many
of ny friends have passed. | understand the val ue
of cancer research, but | also understand that you
don't ditch a programthat works in favor of taking
noney fromthat for research. It saved you nore
than $3.2 billion. Take sonme of that noney and
Invest it in research

Pl ease oppose Proposal 94 and support 65, which
adds electronic cigarettes to the Indoor Snoking
Act. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

MR. BYERS: Hello. M nane's Todd Byers. |'m
here agai nst Proposal 67. |'ve been in the
greyhound industry for 33 years. |[|'ve been to

Tal | ahassee nultiple tinmes for many years, defending
ny industry and livelihood agai nst out-of-state
radi cal | obby teans.

Qut of state, as | said, they're trying to put
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I n-state, your in-state -- your taxpayers out of
wor k, out of business. Many businesses -- all the
kennel owners are all owned. W' re not enployed by
the track. W all own our own business. You're

| ooki ng at about probably 80 kennels in the State of
Florida. You're going to put all of them out of
busi ness, their enployees, their help, everything.

| urge you to visit your kennel. Visit a
kennel near you. You are listening to all these
stories. You can either believe themor ne. |'m
asking you to believe none of us. | want you to
cone to a kennel and see for your own eyes how ny
dogs are taken care of, how any of these other dogs
are taken care of in any of these other kennels,

t hese other people that are representing us here.

My door's open. Any tinme you want, you're nore
than wel cone to conme in unannounced. You'll see how
good these dogs are taken care of, how happy they
are, how well they're fed. And I have no problem
with taking sone of that neat out of that feed tub
and cooking it up and eating it nyself. There is no
problemw th that neat at all. 4-D neat? That's
not 4-D nmeat. There's nothing wong with that.

So | urge you, please, visit a kennel. You are

representatives of the people of the State of
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Florida, right? You represent us. You're our

| awmakers. You're getting paid by the State. Maybe
some of you didn't get paid fromthe State for this

job, but in the long run, you work for the people of
the State of Florida.

If you do not conme and see for your own eyes
how our busi nesses are run and how well we take care
of our dogs, you're failing the people of the State
of Florida. That nmeans you are believing these
out-of-state radical activists on what's going on in
your state and our businesses.

Al'l | ask, you cone and visit, see for your own
eyes, then make your decision. Don't vote agai nst
this -- I nmean, don't vote for this bill if you
haven't seen our business with your own eyes.

That's all | ask. There's bad apples all over the
place. |f we shut down an industry because of a bad
apple, mght as well shut down Congress. Corrine
Brown. That's all 1'mgoing to say.

COW SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

M5. HAMPTON: Hi. M name's LaDonna Hanpton,
and I"musing ny little one -- | believe you have a
comment card for Kryzta MIler, ny ol dest daughter.

| want to thank you all for your tinme here

today, and I'm here to oppose Proposition 67.
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Actual |y, because of things that have been said
here, 1've taken nmy youngest out of here three tines
because she's cried, because it's not true.

My kids are at the kennel with us every day.
This is a famly job. This is sonething that we all
enbrace together. And | really don't know what |'m
going to do if we |ose that.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

Kryzta M| ler, come on up.

M5. MLLER Hello. M nane is Kryzta Ml ler,
and | -- like ny nomsaid, we cone to work with her
every day. And | know what it's |ike beyond the
kennel doors. | haven't wal ked -- and |'ve seen
every dog happy. | don't think I've ever wal ked
into a kennel wi thout seeing wagging tails or
smling dogs. |'ve always heard them sing every
day.

And | think the best part about this job is the
fact that | have every single one of themand --
wait, where's dad? All right, up there. You see
these? And those -- every single one of those dogs
are ny famly.

Now, there's a | ot of people that depend on --
that depend on us to get back on their feet. But

this is inportant to nme and, hopefully, | can follow
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in nmy nmoms footsteps and becone a trainer at ny
dad's kennel too.

Thank you for listening to what | have to say.
And all of you have a nice day.

COWM SSI ONER DONALDS:  Thank you.

" mgoing to pass the gavel now to Conm ssi oner
Thur | ow Li ppi sch.

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Hel | o,
everybody. And thank you to Comm ssioner Donal ds,
who did a very efficient and good job over the past
couple of hours. 1'll try to do the sane.

"' m Jacqui Thurl ow Li ppi sch fromthe town of
Sewal |'s Point in Martin County, which is just south
of here along the beautiful Indian R ver Lagoon.

l"mgoing to call the nanes, between three and
five. Please don't be shy. Conme up as far as you
can. | see that it's kind of awkward to wal k here.
Jeff Ransey, Sue Hol |l and, Joyce Wasserman, Al ycia
Cor pi el, and Matt hew Cor pi el

Pl ease cone forward as fast as you can. | know
it's tough. And we are com ng upon our 7:00 tine,
and we will go later. But | do ask anybody, if you
feel confortable to speak | ess than two m nutes,
pl ease do so. But you have your full two mnutes to

speak. Thank you.
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Say your nane, please.

M5. HOLLAND: M nane is Sue Leyrer Holl and,
and |'ve been a resident here for 24 years in
Brevard County. And | ama retired schoolteacher
| mean, naturally board-certified. And I taught at
Endeavor, which is a wonderful school, but
unfortunately, we have, you know, a |arge popul ation
of immgrants, which | think is wonderful. And the
kids are wonderful. And people criticize them al
the tine.

Anyway, | just want to say | amfor a |ot of
things. |I'mfor Proposal 88, you know, for senior
citizens. 1'mnot there -- | ama senior citizen

but 1'mnot, you know, incapacitated or anything.

But, | nean, we have rights too.
So -- also | amfor 45 and 71. And | just, you
know, I'mfor the people. | think public school

education is very, very inportant. W shoul dn't
have private schools -- | nean, we could have them
but they shouldn't cone out of taxpayer dollars.

So thank you for your tine.

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH.  Thank you very
much.

Jeff Ransey or whoever is next, please.

MR. RAMSEY: Yes. Good afternoon. M nane's
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Jeff Ransey. Thank you, Conmmi ssioners, for hearing
nme today. | ama retired Air Force officer, and
|"ve taught ROTC for 17 years in the college and
hi gh school level. So |I've been teaching civics
basically for a decade and a half. And I'malso a
candidate for the Florida House of Representatives,
District 51.

And | cone before you today to tal k about the
Florida Constitution. It should |ay out our
framewor k of governnment, a process where anendi ng
the Constitution has been used by out-of-state
special interests to advance their agendas w thout
goi ng through an informed | egislative process.

If a legitimte need for the Constitution to be
changed arises, it should be anmended, but it should
not be easy. But it should be by popul ar denand due
to true governance crisis.

That's why Proposition 97 is inportant for your
consideration. It will ensure that 60 percent of
the electorate truly wanted to anend the
Constitution. It's a high threshold and tough to
pull off. But that's not unreasonable, given the
i npact that changes to the Constitution have on both
t axpayers and consumers.

These ki nds of decisions are best left to
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| egi sl ators who are better equipped to consider al
of the potential inpact of changing even one
sentence of our Constitution. Thank you.

COWMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you,

M. Ransey.

Hi .

M5. CORPIEL: H . M nane's Alycia Corpiel,
and thank you for having ne. |'ma resident of
Brevard County, Florida, and the founder and
presi dent of Space Coast Animal Ri ghts, Brevard
County's only 501(c)(3) animal rights organi zati on.
Today | will be speaking on behalf of the nenbers
and vol unteers of Space Coast Ani mal Rights.

Thank you for this opportunity again to express
our opinions on behalf of our organization regarding
the i ssue of greyhound racing and Proposal 67. W
fully support Proposal 67 to phase out greyhound
racing in Florida by the end of 2019, and wll be
voting for it in Novenber when it nmakes it on the
bal | ot .

G eyhound racing is incredibly cruel and,
honestly, such an outdated practice that people are
often surprised that it is even still legal here.

To make matters worse, Florida has a subserving | ack

of concern for the safety of greyhounds. On average
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a racing greyhound dies every three days in Florida.

Qur State is not required to report injuries
publicly, and has a reputation for drugging racing
dogs. Semnole County is the only county in Florida
that is required to report injuries to these dogs.

Since this began in May of 2017, 40 greyhound
I njuries have been reported. Just a rem nder, that
nunber just represents Sem nole County. The state
of the dogs in other counties remain unknown.

Just | ast year greyhound tracks in Florida nmade
headl i nes when a nmultitude of racing dogs tested
positive for cocaine. At least ten of these dogs
were owned by the president of the National
Greyhound Associ ation, an association that clains to
i nprove and devel op the greyhound breed.

Qur question for the National G eyhound
Association is, How is drugging man's best friend an
I nprovenent or a positive devel opnent to the breed?
Last Saturday our organization held a protest
agai nst Mel bourne G eyhound Park. The event
resulted in endl ess honking and thunbs up from
passers-by, and two crude comments to the | adies
protesting the track, yelled fromtruck wi ndows of
track enpl oyees.

Thr ough outreach events we have seen that the
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anount of support to end greyhound racing is nuch
| arger than the opposition.

On behal f of these dogs, please support
Proposal 67. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you very
much.

Matt hew -- and while Matthew s com ng up, |
don't see -- I'msorry -- Joyce, if Joyce is here.
And then the next speakers will be Stephanie Wall,
Ben Abranmowi tz, and Katherine S. Rudloff.

MR. CORPI EL: Good afternoon, Conm ssioners.
My nanme is Matthew Corpiel. |[|'ma resident of
Brevard County, Florida, and vice-president of Space
Coast Animal Rights. Thank you for taking the tine
to listen to our support for Proposal 67 that ends
greyhound racing in Florida.

Today | want to speak not only for the
greyhounds, but for the safety of ny community. As
you have heard and will continue to hear throughout
the day, greyhound racing is an incredibly cruel
I ndustry and has no place here in present day
soci ety.

However, | also want to address the threat the
I ndustry brings to our |local comunity. Besides the

fact that the greyhound industry has seen a
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tremendous decline in bets since 1990, 74 percent to
be exact, this industry has been known to bring
crime to our comrunities.

As the vice-president of Space Coast Aninal
Rights, | often attend peaceful denonstrations
agai nst greyhound racing in front of Mel bourne
G eyhound Park. Each tinme |'ve attended one of
t hese events, the track workers will taunt us with
threats, use sexual slurs when attenpting to
converse with our wonen activists, and nmake crude
remarks to the children who attend these events.

Many studi es have shown a |ink between ani nal
abusers and conmunity violence. To quote an article
by the Ani mal Legal Defense Fund entitled, "Aninal
Cruelty is Linked to Gher Fornms of Conmunity
Vi ol ence,"” a study undertaken by the MSPCA and
Nort heastern University, found that 70 percent of
peopl e who conmitted violent crimes against aninmals
al so had records for other crinmes.

Conparing a control group of their neighbors,
ani mal abusers are five tines nore likely to conmt
viol ent crinmes agai nst people, four times nore
likely to commt property crines, and three tines
nore likely to have a record for drug or disorderly

conduct defenses.
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Last year Mel bourne G eyhound Park and our
organi zati on nmade headline news | ocally because our
menbers were assaulted by track enployees. Even in
the presence of children these nen used vul gar
| anguage, screaned in our faces, and waved their
arnms dangerously close to us to the point that we
felt that we were in danger

This incident resulted in us calling for police
response and putting a stronger plan into place to
protect our activists. | do not feel safe with this
vi ol ent conmmunity.

Pl ease support Proposal 67, not only for the
dogs, but for the safety of our neighbors. Thank
you.

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH.  Thank you very
much.

Next speaker, please. State your nane.

MR. ABRAMOW TZ: Ben Abranmowi tz. You cane
cl ose.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you, sir.

MR. ABRAMOW TZ: | want to give you a gold star
because you dropped Proposal Nunber 40, which
provi des attorneys for every kid under DCF care.
I"ma guardian ad litem [I'ma volunteer. |'ve

been doing it for six years. And the proposal as
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stated, was really redundant.

We have guardian ad litemattorneys -- it's
part of the system-- that step up to the plate.
They' re advocates, as well as I. 1'll give you just
one short exanpl e.

Last week | had a young boy at a group hone
with a fine director there, and she wanted to take
himto Georgia for the Easter vacation with a couple
of other kids. Well, you need a court order for
that. | had the court order in 11 hours, because I
called the GAL | awer. |t got done.

There are 10,000 volunteers like ne in Florida
who have anywhere from 1l to sonetinmes 15 children
that they spend time wth as vol unteers,
court-appointed. So I want to commend you, and keep
Prop 40 off the ballot.

Thank you very nuch.

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH.  Thank you very
much, sir.

Next speaker, please.

M5. WALL: Hello. M nane is Stephanie Wall,
and |'mhere to represent nyself and the Florida
| mm grant Coalition, who is |ed by a base of over 50
of our organizations across the state.

Proposal 29 mandates that all Florida enpl oyers
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use the error-prone E-Verify programto determne if
new enpl oyees are eligible to work under i mmgration
laws. This would include U S. citizens and | awf ul
per manent residents.

The Florida Legislature has rejected this
system on nunerous occasi ons because they recognize
that this is bad for business and they recognize
that it intentionally or unintentionally harns those
who | ook |ike inmgrants, such as mnyself.

We strongly urge you to opposed Proposal 29 so
we can be sure that authorized workers are not
wrongfully denied the ability to work. [|nplenenting
mandatory E-Verify would be costly and burdensone to
Fl ori da busi nesses.

E-Verify opens the doors to discrimnation.

And because of this, enployers may feel obligated to
refuse to hire those with foreign-soundi ng nanes or
to those that -- nmaybe because of the color of their
skin. Inposing flawed regul ati ons onto our
wor kf orce woul d only bury enpl oyers in unnecessary
paperwork and foster an environnent of fear and
separation in our comunities.

Comm ssi oners, pl ease oppose Proposal 29.

Thank you for your tine.

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you very
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much.

I"mgoing to call a few nore nanes before our
next speaker starts. Judy Worm Ti m Ant hony, Leslie
Spurl ock, Nick Supuran, and Rachel Sine. Please
cone forward and get in line if you are here to
speak.

And next speaker, thank you.

M5. RUDLOFF: Thank you so nuch. And thank
you, Commi ssioners, so nuch for allowing us all the
opportunity to address you in person today. |
greatly appreciate that. M nane's Katherine
Rudl of f, and I'mthe executive director of Brevard
Busi ness Voice. | engage a group of about 45 | ocal
busi nesses to provide a cohesive voice and political
advocacy at the State and | ocal |evel.

We have investors, such as the Hone Buil ders
and Contractors, the Mel bourne regional chanber and
the Titusville chanber, giving us a | arge reach and
hopeful | y speaki ng on behalf of a |arge nunber of
t hese busi nesses today.

The busi ness community founded this
organi zati on because they believe there's a need for
comon sense | eadership and a pragnatic approach to
policy. And that, Conm ssioners, is exactly what we

are asking of you today.
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We greatly appreciate your efforts to thus far
have open di scussi ons and hearings surroundi ng a
nunber of issues that are very worthy of public
consi deration and conments.

Your efforts to narrow down the proposals to
the now 37 remaining active was no doubt very
ti me-consum ng, but a very productive exercise. But
37 is still too many. Sone of the well-intentioned
proposal s woul d be much nore appropriately handl ed
by the |l egislature, a body designed to create,
update, and renove statutes as time and circunstance
di ctate.

The Constitution is neant to be a nore
consi stent docunent outlining the rights of people,
defining the structure of governnent, and
establishing the limts of powers to governnent.
For exanple, for this reason we oppose
Proposal 29. And for this reason we woul d support
97 in its admnistrative nature.

I'd also |ike to speak personally on behal f of
a group honme for children, residential group hone,
and articul ate our thanks that you have taken
Proposal 40 off the table.

The Haven for Children sees countl ess ways

where -- when every child, because many children are
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al ready assigned an attorney, it can actually inpede
those who are given to be their caretakers, to act
as parents to them to do what is in the best
interest of the child.

If every tinme they try to put -- I"'mgoing to
get told to | eave. Thank you for taking it off. |
hope it stays off.

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH.  Thank you very
much. Thanks for keeping an eye on the clock. It
Is getting late, folks. W appreciate everything.

Next speaker.

M5. SPURLOCK: Hi. I'mLeslie Spurlock and
|"ve been a lifelong Florida resident and voter.
|"m here today to ask you to say "no" to Proposal
94. This proposal actually would violate the
current Florida Constitution by forcibly diluting
funds for an effective tobacco prevention program

The hi gh school rate of snoking has dropped by
66.5 percent in the past ten years. The tobacco
I ndustry would |ike nothing nore than for you to

dilute the noney going to tobacco prevention and so

we really ask that you please vote "no" on Proposa
94.
Thank you very nuch.

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you very

ANGELL REPORTING SERVICE




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

223

much.

Next speaker. | don't see sone of the others
called, so I'mgoing to call a few nore peopl e.
Frank Canpana, | believe Janiece Davis, Rinaldo
Brown, Bernard Garcia, and Liliana Al varez.

Next speaker. Thank you very much

MR SUPURAN. H . M nane is N ck Supuran.
live in Melbourne. And, first, I would like to
start with Proposition 3, it's the first one.

Pl ease do not allow visitors or non-U S. residents
to buy honmes or register cars or boats in Florida.
That's not what the United States is all about,
about letting anybody in.

| didn't nove into the United States to have
Russi ans or the Chinese and North Koreans or |ndians
or whatever nove in and live next to nme and control
what goes on on the street or what goes on in ny HOA
or whatever. So that's the first thing.

We shoul d pay attention to who conmes into this
country. | do believe in inmmgration control
because not everybody should be wel cone here if they
don't have the right denocratic val ues.

Second, Proposal Nunber 13, | do believe in
county offices, they should have termlimts. 1've

seen too much corruption locally in the Gty of
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Mel bour ne and county of Brevard just because people
think that politics is alifestyle. And it's not.
It should be sonething that you do for your people
to hel p your nei ghbors and everyone el se and then
get on with your life and go back to your nornal
life.

Number 29, | would like to inplenment the
E-Verify because it's absolutely abused by the |arge
corporations, and those are the corporations that
give noney to the elected officials, which they then
expect to give them privil eges.

| also know that the State-elected officials
fromthe State of Florida are different than the
U S -elected officials fromthe State of Florida.
And that's ridicul ous where | cannot tell ny
U S. -elected official --

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you, sir.
Thank you very, very nuch.

| think quite a few people are going hone
because |'ve got many cards where peopl e have not
come up. So after the next speaker, | wll call
sonMe nore nanes

Thank you for introducing yourself.

MR. CAMPANA: Yes, ma'am M nane is Frank

Canpana. |'ma father of nine. | live in PalmBay,
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Florida. 1'm an anbassador of the Lord Jesus
Christ, and | support Proposal 22 for this reason,
and any proposal that will abolish abortion.

| believe when Towfield [ phonetic] canme here to
this country -- that's a -- Proposal 22 is the one
where they want to anend it. | believe that inits
initial intent, it meant what it nmeant, but |
believe that | -- | support the fact that bringing
back to the original anendnent -- | believe when
Towfield cane to this country, he cane to this
country and saw it was good. Wen he saw it was
good, he wanted to find out why Anmerica was so good.

Anerica was so good because -- Anmerica was SO
great because it was good. The schools were full.
The honmes -- the industrial hone | ooked beauti ful
because they worshi pped and served the |iving God.

We've fallen away fromthe living God. W' ve
fallen away fromthe fear of the Lord. The Bible
says, "The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wi sdom" We've |lost that wisdom W' ve added
know edge to our children, but we do not fear the
Lord anynore.

We don't fear God. W don't have wi sdom or
under standi ng. Understanding is know ng what is

good and evil based on the Bible, and departing from
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evil, and doi ng good.

Abortion is an evil and is a stench to the
nostrils of our Lord Jesus Christ. It is a snel
and it is a -- what | consider it, it is nurder of
the 6th commandnent. Wen we had this tenth
commandment on our walls, when a child saw "Thou
shall not nurder,” it understood what it neant.

And abortion is nmurder of the innocent child.
The Bi ble says that the God hates the hands that
shed innocent blood. And God cannot bless this
nation if we continue to nurder our children.

If you want to know why a man could go and
shoot 17 children in the schools, let nme express to
you this. If they nmurder inside the wonb and life
I's not valuable, what do you think he's going to do
out si de the wonmb? He doesn't see it. W becone
hypocrites when we tell our children we shoul d not
murder, but yet we kill our children in the wonb,
the nost innocent victins. Wat do you think we're
t eachi ng our children?

That's why it's so easy for themto take --
it's not the gun that's killing them It's the god
that they're serving. And | want to teach our
children to serve the living God, the one that nade

Anerica great, the one why we cane to this country
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to begin wth.

So serve God and Jesus Christ, as raised. Cod
gave us a noral law. And there are His ten
commandnents. They are not God's suggestions. God
| oves his people, all people. Al life is valuable,
whet her they're a dog or a child. Wat about the
baby children? What about thenf? They are nurdered,
ripped fromtheir nother's wonb piece by piece.

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPl SCH.  Thank you very
much, M. Canpana.

As our next speaker is comng down I'mgoing to
call some nore nanes. Jim Turney, R Llewellyn,
Lucas and Enmly Bellairs, Richard Al ves, and Thonas
Brandon. Please cone down, and if you are here, |let
me see you in the aisles because otherwise | don't
t hi nk anyone's here.

Vel cone.

MR. BROMWN: Good afternoon. M nane's Reginald
Brown. I'ma resident in Pal mBeach County. |
realize the hour's late. 1'mgoing to waive ny
right to speak. But |I would like it noted that | am
i n opposition of Proposal 94. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPl SCH.  Thank you very
much.

And you can do that. You can cone up here and
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just say what proposal you're for or against.

Next speaker, please.

Thank you.

MR, TURNEY: |'mJim Turney from Al tanont e
Springs, Florida. | really |ove denocracy, and |
would Iike it to be close to the people. | |ike the
i dea that people will vote on issues, so | |like what

you' re doing here.

| also like Hone Rule for the sane reason. So

| ook for every opportunity to increase and defend

and protect Hone Rule for our nunicipalities and our

counties. And I know you put sone propositions

asi de that are about Hone Rul e,

and if there's a way

to bring back 61, 1'd love to see that.

But | know there are too many issues to put

themall on the ballot.
are possi bl e.

There's some issues that |

I'd love to see nore than

So you have to be selective.

personal |y support

that | don't think should be on the ball ot because

they don't -- the issue doesn't belong in the

Constitution.

It belongs in the legislature or in

the nunicipality, even better.

But there are sone issues where you m ght not
agree with them but they should be on the ball ot
because the people should speak to those issues.

They' re national issues that people are talking
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about for decades. And I'mreferring specifically
now to adult use of cannabis.

This is a civil right that people should decide
on, not the legislature. That's an appropriate
i ssue for the Constitution. You have one public
proposal that's ny personal favorite. I1t's Nunber
700000, and there are others.

But that's the kind of issue that you shoul d,
whet her you agree or not, put on the ballot. The
I ssue i s not whether you agree. The issue is
whet her the people should decide. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPl SCH:  Thank you very
much, M. Turney.

Next speaker. 1'mgoing to call sonme nore
nanes. JimBlanchard, Rich -- | think it says
Chardonnay, but mght just be w shful thinking.
Shi | oh Dragon, Kathleen Kennedy. And our next
speaker after that woul d be Rhonda Waterstradt.

Thank you for being here.

MR. ALVES: Richard Al ves from Daytona Beach

M. Chai rman, Comm ssioners, | urge you to oppose
Proposal 67. |1'ma greyhound owner for over
35 years. | canme here -- | wasn't going to speak

| was just going to sit in the back, show ny

support, sign in.
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But listening to these |lies by radical
activists who oppose this business to even go so far
as to brainwash their children -- and these people
have not even set foot in a kennel. [It's just too
much to stand wi thout saying a few words.

Thank you for your tinme and all. As you know,
the State woul d | ose thousands of dollars in jobs,

t housands in the | ocal econony.

The dogs don't need help. These dogs are in
air-condi tioned kennels, spacious crates, thick
carpeting. They have daycare around the cl ock.
They're continuously in and out, exercised, fresh
water. We're inspected weekly by the State and
every day by the track vet.

After racing, the dogs are all set for homes.
There's a hundred percent adoption, no kill. [If the
dogs are injured, they are rehabbed and then they
find a hone. |If you don't believe that, | w sh you
could cone to Ravenwood, and pay ny nedical bills.

As far as -- | see a few people here, The
Humane Society -- can they state they have a hundred
percent adoption? And | also see Gey2K here.
They're not even fromthe State of Florida. They're
just trying to put us out.

Have they disclosed anything, |ike how much
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noney have they donated to greyhound adopti on and
how many dogs do they have in their honmes as pets
and stuff? You know, that's all |I'mgoing to say.
Thank you for your tine.
I f you have any questions, please cone visit.
You' re al ways wel cone. Thank you very nuch
COMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you,

M. Al ves.

MS. BELLAIRS: Good evening. M nane is Enmly

Bellairs. | drove from Geneva, Florida. [|'mhere
to support Proposal 67 and end greyhound racing.
was here to tal k about how the ganbling aspect of
financially ruined sone famly nenbers,
specifically, ny grandfather.

Unfortunately, | have to spend this inportant
ti me begging you to send words to Governor Scott,
Senat or Rubi o, and others to protect nmy son's life
and to stop taking blood noney fromthe NRA

My son was in first grade when the Sandy Hook
sl aughter occurred. He's nowin fourth grade.

Bet ween that time, 239 school shootings have been
reported. | have done a great job shielding him
fromall the violent coverage, but | cannot shield
himfroman AR- 15 or any ot her weapon brought into

his el enentary school .

it
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| don't want your thoughts. | don't want your
prayers. | just want action. | want ny son alive.
Thank you.

COWMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you very
much.

MR. BLANCHARD: M nane is JimBlanchard.

' m president of the Florida G eyhound
Associ ation. |'ve taken care of greyhounds for over
50 years. No one has nore enotions than | do about
it, but I would |like to speak agai nst CP-67.

Governor Scott's nessage for eight years has been to

create jobs,

If CP-67 were to pass,

j obs, jobs.

we woul d | ose 3, 000

direct and up to 10,000 indirect jobs,

and many of

t hose being

nysel f, also close to 15,000 greyhounds.

smal | Fl orida business owners including

Many on

farms being raised to race the next three or four

years wi ||l have nowhere to go.

t hat many out

You cannot adopt

in a reasonabl e ti nefrane.

| also would like to tal k about what the

econom ¢ inpact and taking of our property would

mean to us,

i ncl udi ng ne.

It would be financial

ruin for many who have invested heavily in our

busi nesses and woul d have to |l ook to the State under

the Bert Harris Act for

sone relief.

Early
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esti mates have been in the md hundreds of mllions
of dollars taxpayers would be held accountable for
it if that would go through.

Pl ease vote "no" on CP-67. It does not bel ong
in our Constitution. Please don't allow CP-67 to
becone anot her pregnant pig anendnent for

out-of-state aninmal rights activists.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you, sir.

Young man, please go ahead.

MR. ROVMERO (Good evening. M nane is Lucas
Ronero. If we could have guns in our Constitution,
we can have dogs in our Constitution. Please help
end greyhound racing in Florida. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you for
bei ng succinct and to the point.

Next speaker, please.

MS. KENNEDY: I'ma lot taller than himso |
hope you can hear ne. |[|'m Pat Kennedy, and |I'm not
fromout of state. I'mfrom Ol ando, Florida, and

I'"'mhere to respectfully ask you to vote "yes" and
support Proposal 67.

Greyhounds in our state, as you heard, suffer
depl orabl e conditions at the hands of the greyhound
raci ng industry, including intense confinenent,

forced drug and steroid abuse, a diet conprised of
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downed, diseased, and dead animals unfit for human
consunption, and both docunented unreported injuries
and deat hs.

| keep hearing how healthy and | oved these
raci ng greyhounds are. But as you've also heard, on
average a greyhound dies at a Florida racetrack
every three days. That's a fact. And that doesn't
sound like a healthy industry that |loves its aninmals
to ne.

In addition to those who are injured or die,
many greyhounds sinply di sappear. There is no
record of where they go or what happens to them
Thi s was i ndependently investigated and uncovered by
the Ol ando area news nedia. To sone, they are
ghosts, discarded and forgotten by the greyhound
raci ng i ndustry, but renenbered and fought for by
supporters of Proposal 67, so many of whom you' ve
seen here today.

The greyhound racing industry consistently puts
profits above wel fare, and the greyhounds pay the
price wwth their lives. It is time to let Florida
voters deci de whet her they support this ranpant
ani mal abuse in their state by allowing themto vote
on Proposal 67.

Thank you for the opportunity to be heard
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t oday.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you very
much. And as our next speakers conme forward, if |
call your nane, please cone forward where | can see
you in the aisle.

Stuart Wlson, Jill WIson, Sue Kiley,
Catherine Ely, and Dagnmar Gatell.

Next speaker. Thank you.

M5. WATERSTRADT: Good evening. M nane is
Rhonda Waterstradt, and | appreciate this
opportunity to speak to you today in opposition to
Proposition 40, and to express ny appreciation that
you did not allow that to nove forward out of
comm ttee.

It is as an educator and a guardian ad litem
that | speak today. On the surface, this proposa
appears to protect children in the throes of being
renoved fromtheir hones. |t seens to make sense.
Qur kids should be entitled to representation by an
attorney.

VWhat it proposes, however, is expensive,
unrealistic, and unnecessary. You see, |I'mhere to
tell you that these kids' best interests are already
represented in court when they becone dependents of

famly court.
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First, they have a guardian ad litem Their
guardi an |l earns all about them sees if their needs
are being net in their current placenent, and
comuni cate the child's concerns as well as their
wi shes to the judge.

Second, shelter kids are assigned a
best-interest attorney fromthe guardian ad litem
program These attorneys focus only on the children
assigned to them and have a keen under st andi ng of
the law as it applies to sheltered kids. Like
guardi ans, the best-interest attorney advocates for
chil dren.

| believe this collaborative approach works
best for children. W all work as a teamto make
reconmmendations to the judge as to what is in the
best interest of the child, and not just what the
child wants.

Unfortunately, some children say they want to
go back with a parent, even if that parent hurts or
negl ects them Additionally, sonme children are
unable to articul ate what they want.

So | ask you, Why woul d we provide each child
wi th another attorney, who only represents the
child s wi shes, when we now have a know edgeabl e and

caring teamwho lets the judge know what the child
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says he or she wants, but al so makes recomrendati ons
based on knowing the child and their situation well?

The proposition is a bad idea. |It's expensive
and it's redundant. Please do not reconsider it.
Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPl SCH.  Thank you very
much. As | don't see that nany people in the aisle,
pl ease cone forward if | call your nane.

Col by Wse, David P. Henry, Arthur Agganis,
A-g-g-a-n-i-s. Sorry. That nust be you. Kurt

T-r-z-e-c-i-a-k. Thank you. And Becky Stebbins.

Thank you.

Next speaker. | appreciate it.

M5. DRAGON: Hi. |I'm Shiloh Dragon, and |I'm
17. | wasn't going to speak today. | was just

comng to listen and be supportive, but | saw all

t he peopl e who were standing up for dog rights, and
| agree with that. | agree that all the dogs should
be treated fairly and with | ove and care.

But |'ve only seen a couple stand up for human
life, and that's what |I'mrepresenting here. So |
would like to see 22 cone back to life, and | would
like to see that human life is respected, not only
just the human lives that | see outside of the wonb,

but the human lives inside of the wonb.
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'm17, like I nmentioned. | don't want to see
ny friends going somewhere and naking irrational
deci sions wi thout support. |'ve been doing birth
work for the last two years. |'ma doula, and | see
first hand how nuch support is needed in raising
chil dren and going through birth and seeing the life
t hat you have.

And when you're taking away -- it's not about
privacy. It's about taking away that support that
you young wonen, you young girls, these children
need to raise a child, helping and aiding themto
making irrational decisions that will not end well,
and they' Il end in despair and sadness and
depr essi on.

So I would please ask all of you -- thank you
so nmuch for spending all this day |istening to us.
"1l ask you to consider and take 22 back.

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH.  Thank you very
much.

Next speaker, please.

MR WSE: Hello, Conm ssioners. Thank you for
this opportunity to speak to you today. M nane is
Col by Wse. 1In from Manatee County, Bradenton and
back. | speak today in support of cannabis,

marijuana rights for adults, as well as the Public
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Proposal PUB 700000.

The civil liberty issue of cannabis is one of
t he nost inportant overl ooked issues submitted to
the Constitution Revision Conm ssion. No active
proposal currently under your consideration wll
benefit Floridians as nuch as giving adults the
right to possess, use, and cultivate cannabis.

My proposal will end the arrest of 30,000
peopl e yearly while sinultaneously saving |ives,
heal i ng our communities, inproving our econony and
envi ronnent .

Agai n, no other single subject will have such
far-reachi ng benefits as establishing cannabis
rights for adults. | urge you all, please set aside
any personal bias you may have about cannabis and
advance Public Proposal 700000 into the active
category and properly debate this inportant issue.

| believe, as many Floridians here, we should
have an equally protected right to the |ife-saving
benefits of cannabis as we currently have to own
sonet hi ng as dangerous as firearns. Follow ng
recent events, | think it's inportant to mention
over the past thousand years cannabi s has never
killed or seriously harnmed anyone.

Cannabi s does not take |ives. It saves lives.
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Currently, the nost dangerous aspect of possessing,
using, or cultivating cannabis is getting caught
with it. Fortunately, this Conm ssion has the power
to finally elimnate the true dangers of cannabis:
prohibiting it.

| trust this Honorable Comm ssion will use your
power w sely and reconsider this proposal and
present Public Proposal 700000 to voters for
t hensel ves to either approve or reject in Novenber.
Thank you very mnuch

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you very
much.

MR. HENRY: Comm ssioner (Gai ney, Conm ssioner
Jonat han -- Conm ssioner Joyner, | |eft you guys
messages - -

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Wbul d you say
your nanme? |'msorry, Sir.

MR. HENRY: M nane is David Henry, and I
wanted to say Happy Black Hi story Month. [I'ma
denocrat, a father's rights advocate, a Brevard
County, Florida, father's rights novenent.

| propose a proclamation recognizing April as a
"Friends Alienation of Use" nonth. It is sweeping
t he ot her states.

Br oken hones, wong nen, and dads are causing
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many of the perpetuating dysfunctions in our
society. Prior service, Arny, and a student here at
Eastern Florida State College, |I've known viol ence
all throughout ny life professionally and
environmentally. Armour teachers and hire veterans
to protect our schools.

Departnent of Children and Fam lies and
guardian ad litem | believe, are conmtting federal
and state fraud, exacerbating dysfunctions on
Anerican famlies by preying on at-risk famlies and
chil dren.

Keith Parks, the Florida DCF director, | caught
on the step-down, for preventing the school shooter
fromgetting the hel p he needed as to not interrupt
the foster care system c fraud abuse that has been
occurring. Law enforcenent agencies are prevented
frominvestigating crine in honel ess shelters unl ess
t hey give authorization to agencies due to
confidentiality of children, which is used as a
shield against liability for those shelters.

| believe all elections should be open to other
parties for healthy debate and | et speci al
interests -- along with restoration of felon rights.

Fl ori da Departnent of Law Enforcenent is

ineffective in investigating | aw enforcenent
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agenci es, nost of which are previous nenbers of the
subordi nate agency and reflect coll usion.

Law enf orcenent agenci es should not investigate
their owmn wong, forced shooting deaths. Pl ease
rai se the mnimumwage to $15. This conmes out of
conpani es' top end.

Go watch the Black Panther. |t was an anazi ng
novie. Kara [phonetic] and Nalla [phonetic], | |ove
you. And | wanted to end it on a good note.

(Musi c playing.)

MR. HENRY: That's fromthe Bl ack Pant her
novi e.

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you.
Thank you very nuch. No mnusic, but thank you very
much.

I"mgoing to call a few nore people. Thank
you, Sir.

Monica Smth, Crystal Carroll, Joseph Runore V,
Karri Warren, and Henry Chin.

Thank you, sir. Next speaker.

MR AGGANIS: M nanme is Arthur Agganis, and |
am agai nst Proposal 67. |'ve been racing greyhounds
for 43 years. |It's anmzing that people who conme up
and speak have no idea what they're tal king about.

Some of them haven't even seen a greyhound cl ose up,
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neverm nd tal k about their needs.

G eyhounds | ove to race, plain and sinple.

They don't want to be home on a couch w thout any
contact fromtheir owners for 8 to 10 hours while
they're at work. [If they had their way, they would
race every day at the racetrack.

A greyhound runs for approximately 30 to 40
seconds 4 or 5 days. After the race, they are
whi r| pool ed, nassaged, and wal ked until the next
time they go to the racetrack.

Both the State of Florida and the kennels do a
good job meking certain of all the needs the
greyhounds require. Geyhounds are |et out every
norning at four a.m and let out five tines a day
after. \Wiether it's Christnmas or any other holiday,
greyhounds cone first. The kennel owners and
trainers work very hard and strive their very best
for the greyhounds.

Pl ease, don't take the word of others. | would
| ove for the legislation and comm ssioners to cone
visit the kennels and see for yourself how happy and
content the greyhounds are.

And no need to | et us know when you're coning.
W do a great job every day. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you, sir.
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Next speaker.

MR TRZECIAK: |'m Kurt Trzeciak. That's
T-r-z-e-c-i-a-k.

COWMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you.

MR. TREZECIAK: |I'ma registered voter in Palm
Beach County and proud to be a greyhound trainer for
over 25 years. And obviously |I'm opposed to 67.

You heard testinony from people here who have
actually been there and visited the kennels, and
they said the care of the greyhounds are happy and
heal t hy because of the excellent care provided by
nysel f and ny associ at es.

Greyhounds love to run, just |ike Mther Nature
I ntended. They're not forced to run as sone have
suggested. G eyhounds are born with that desire.
Activist groups and their foll owers woul d have you
bel i eve greyhounds are negl ected, m streated, and
unloved. That is a lie.

We greyhound peopl e have dedi cated our lives to
these dogs, their care, and their well-being. This
is not ajob tous. It is awy of life. And as |
sai d before, our dogs always come first.

Activists will tell you greyhound racing is
banned in 40 states. That is a lie. The betting on

dog racing is banned, as are other forns of
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ganbling. But conpetitive dog racing is |egal and
it occurs on an unregul ated amateur |evel in many
states.

Activists say dogs are | ocked away for up to 23
hours a day with no human interaction. That is a
lie. Geyhounds are wal ked, sprinted, exercised,
whi r | pool ed, grooned, massaged on a daily basis.

Al'l that on top of being let outside five or nore
times a day to play and relieve thensel ves.

As others have said, | urge you to do your own
research. Go to a greyhound farmor a racing kennel
and see what goes on with your own eyes. Any of you
woul d be wel conme in ny kennel or any of ny
associ ates' kennels. Don't believe everything the
activist organi zati ons have brai nwashed their
followers with. They need their donations to pay
t hensel ves hefty sal ari es.

Conme see the care we provide. Please, cone see
the truth.

COMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you.
Thank you very nuch.

I"mgoing to call sonme nore nanes. Tinothy
Allen. It's a hyphenated nane. Goodin, | believe
It's "Stan" Goodin. Pam Gould, Mary Ann Dituro, and

Chey Kuriata. Thank you.
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And just so everyone knows, we have -- |'ve got
a pile of people who don't seemlike they are here,
but they m ght be. And then we've got 40 left. And
it's 7:00, and we wll stay, but we do appreciate
everyt hing. Thank you.

M5. SMTH. M name is Mnica Smith. | noved
to America 30 years ago fromSwitzerland to train
raci ng greyhounds here. Since then | worked on
several Florida greyhound tracks and | founded a
very | arge adoption programcalled "G eyhound
Support Transport."

These people are lying. W not abusing

greyhounds, and | urge you to vote "no" on Proposal
67. And just an aside, Switzerland and Austria and
Germany running all these dogs for fun and nobody
says they're being abused. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you very
much.

Next speaker.

MR CHIN M nane is Henry Chin. |'mfrom
West Palm Beach. | wish | had a Bible in front of
me so | could put ny hand on it because for the | ast
six hours | hear people com ng up describing the

condi tions of our greyhounds, the way they live, the

way they eat. But yet, they never visit a greyhound
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kennel but they know all about it. Howis that
possible? That's why | wish | had a Bible in front
of nme for all of us to "held" up.

Anot her thing I worry about is, you know, these
peopl e describe these horrific things here, but yet
they don't report. Wiy don't they report it to
their local authorities or their animl control
departnment? | believe that animal abuse is a crine
in this state here.

So these people are turning a blind eye and
telling you how much they're being abused, but they
don't report it to nobody. So they nake us | ook
| i ke the bad people. So, you know, couple nonths
ago there was a video of the dairy cows we abused.
What happened to those guys? They were arrested,
and they're going to be prosecuted. That's the way
It works.

So why we have these laws? That's what it's
defending for. So greyhound racing can profit if
you had better |laws and regul ations. Listen, |
heard sonebody say it was a dying industry.

What ever the case, if it's dying, let it die onits
own. | don't want sonebody pushing ne off the cliff
and being in ny industry. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you very
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much.

I"mgoing to call sonme nore nanes. Please cone
forward. Phillip S-t-a- -- Stasik, Phillip E
St asi k, Zachary Brandon, Omen Letzinger, Lauren
Roub, R-o0-u-b, and Elizabeth Watkins.

Thank you for making your way to the front.

M5. GOODIN. |I'mready. |I'll start.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you.

M5. GOODIN: H . M nane is Sara Goodin. |I'm
the president of the Brevard Chapter of the Florida
Associ ation of Crimnal Defense Lawers. | also
serve the State of Florida as an assistant public
defender. And in my prior career | was a police
officer for the United States Arny.

And with all that experience, |I'masking you to

vote "no" on Proposition 96, which covers victim
rights. Let ne tell you why. First, | want to tel
you that victimrights are very inportant. That's
why they're already covered under the Florida
Statutes, Florida Statute 960.

And | would inplore those who are here today,
especially sonme of those victins who spoke, to see
all the hard work that has been done in the

| egi slature to draft that, which covers a |ot of

I ssues that are already right in this proposal.
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| think that the statute is the appropriate
pl ace to address that because that statute has been
anended nultiple tinmes. That statute nore closely
tracks the Florida Rules of Crimnal Procedure than
this constitutional proposal does. So I think the
appropriate place is the statute.

The nost egregious issue in that proposal is
that the victins could opt out from deposition and
interviews. | don't think that would serve the
crimnal justice system and | honestly don't think
that would serve the victim A lot of pleas and a
| ot of case resolutions occur fromthe deposition.

As we know donestic violence cases, a |ot of
tinmes the abuser will say, "She's not going to
testify against me" or in a sexual assault case
there's a he said/she said, naybe involves drugs or
al cohol, and there's conflicting stories.

The truth is flushed out a lot of tines in
depositions. And then I can go to ny client and
say, "You know what? She canme to that deposition.
She was firmin her story. She said you did do
this, and we need to resolve this case.”

To not all ow defendants through their attorney
to do depositions would result in nore trials and

nore expense, and also the State demand for speedy
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trial.

I would inplore the Conm ssion to check the
Florida Rules of Crimnal Procedure and under the
Victinms Rights Act under Florida Statute 960. That
closer tracks the Florida Rules of Crimnal
Procedure.

The tinelines that you guys have put in are
absol utely unreasonable for the State's right to
demand a speedy trial. They already have a
statutory right to it, and | ask that you review
those rul es and nmeke the appropriate changes. Thank
you.

COWMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPl SCH.  Thank you very
much.

M5. DI TURO. CGood evening. M nane is Mary Ann
Dituro, and I'min strong opposition to Proposal 67.
|'ve been involved in all aspects of greyhound
adoption since 2001. | also seen firsthand how dogs
are cared for in the racing industry, so in 2016 |
purchased a raci ng puppy. He's now actively racing.

Many ot her adopters have done |ikew se in the
| ast couple of years for the sane reasons | did.
They' ve seen the good care given to the dogs by the
vast majority of those in the industry. G eyhounds

make wonderful pets and | believe it's because of
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the care that these aninmals receive, not in spite of
it at all.

In fact, greyhounds are now bei ng used as
service animals. It would not be possible with
abused dogs. Those who support Proposal 67 have
told you that their mssion to end greyhound racing
I s overwhel m ngly supported by adoption groups.

This not true.

Last week an attenpt was made by M. Field s
organi zation to list all adoption groups to their
web site, and within four hours on Friday | counted
over 50 groups in North Anerica who either contacted
themdirectly or had attorneys send cease and desi st
letters to be renoved fromthe |list inmmediately.

They do not want to be associated w th banning
raci ng because they have seen firsthand that the
care given to the dogs is in direct contradiction to
the clains of abuse.

Furthernore, using track attendance as an
I ndi cator of racing popularity is not conpletely
valid. Just as brick-and-nortar stores have seen a
decrease in foot traffic and a boomin online sales,
wagering has been affected |ikew se.

Proposal 67 seeks to decimate an entire

i ndustry | eaving over 3,000 people jobless who work
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directly with the dogs, another 10,000 affected in
affiliated industries, and over 10,000 dogs in need
of relocation to either homes or tracks in other
states.

Thi s proposal makes no provisions for either
human or hound. A proposal so flawed that it can't
even make it through the |egislative process does
not belong in our Constitution.

Pl ease do not support Proposal 67. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you,
ma' am

MR. STASI K: Good eveni ng, Conm ssioners.
You're hanging in there with us. Thank you for
being here all night. I'mPhil Stasik, north
Merritt Island. |'m speaking as president of the
Space Coast Progressive Alliance. W stand in
support of the League of Wnen Voters and its
opposition to 4, 22, 29, 43, 45, 71, 72, 95, 96, and
97.

They call themthe "Terrible 10." | know a
couple are already off the table, but the essence is
that we strongly oppose them W defend public
schools. W believe that people have a right to
reproductive rights, civil rights, and support of

the separation of church and state. Those are al
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very inportant.

We al so strongly believe that you should vote
"yes" on Proposition 67 and 91, defending the earth,
defending these animals. W believe that's very
i nportant. But we understand that you have a very,
very heavy burden.

Those of you sitting at these tables have
tremendous power, trenendous power, maybe nore power
t han you shoul d have. And you nust w eld that power
very w sely.

We ask you to tread lightly on our
Constitution. The power that you have is greater
than the power of virtually everyone else in this
State. To place sonething directly on the ballot,
this is sonething I know that you take seriously.
And we understand that you all have a conscience.

But remenber, what you do in making these
deci sions would be a | egacy that you will |eave
behi nd, a | egacy, a decision. These are deci sions
that you cannot take back, and these are a | egacy
that we, the rest of us citizens in this State, nust
live with.

So we ask you, tread lightly on the
Constitution. W know that you've heard us, but we

ask that you listen again. "No" on 4, 22, 29, 43,
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45, 71, 72, 75, 95, 96, 97. "Yes" on 67 and 91.
Thank you. Good night.

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPl SCH:.  Thank you very
much.

"1l call a few nore nanes. Please cone
forward and please stand in the aisles if you are
here so | can judge things.

Li nda Scal es, Sara Elizabeth Kenney-- with the
best handwriting ever -- Judith Waver, Pat M one,
and Lorena Dugan.

Next speaker.

MR. KURI ATA: Hello. M nane is Chey Kuriata

and | vote "no" on Proposition 67. |'ve been doing
this since | was the age of 17, and I'I|l be turning
39 this year. Because of these dogs, they've kept
me out of trouble. | haven't been to jail since |
was 23, when | got in the business because | started

as a | eadout .

And | been around the whole country and | |ove
nmy dogs. | get there about 5:00 in the norning and
| don't leave until 10:00 at night. | hug, | Kkiss,
I cry. 1 just |love ny dogs.

So | would Iike you to vote "no" on
Proposition 67. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you very
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much.

Next speaker.

M5. WATKINS: Hi. Thank you so much. M/ nane
Is Elizabeth Watkins, and |I'm here on behalf of the
The American Cancer Society Cancer Action Network to
speak on Proposal 94. ACSCAN knows about the
I nportance of funding cancer research. However,
di verting noney froman effective cancer prevention
programto cancer research is not the way to do it.

| f adopted, Proposal 94 will do irreparable
harmto our programthat has consistently delivered
on its prom se of driving down the snoking rate,
saving the State of Florida noney and preventing
death from tobacco-rel ated di seases.

Let's renmenber where the funding for this
program conmes from These are not taxpayer dollars.
They' re tobacco settlenent dollars, paid by the
tobacco industry as a consequence for the deadly
products they sold to citizens of our state al
whil e |ying about the health effects.

"' m asking the nmenbers of this Conm ssion to
protect the citizens of Florida rather than
protecting the profits of big tobacco. As program
fundi ng decisions are left in the |egislature rather

than the experts that know what works to conbat
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t obacco addiction, history has proven that the
programw || suffer and snoking rates will rise.

| also want to speak in support of Conm ssioner
Lisa Carlton's Proposal 65, which would include
e-cigarettes in the Florida Cean Indoor Act. 1I'd
| i ke to encourage her to continue working with
public health advocates to bring a neani ngful and
strong Anendnent |V that would work to protect al
Floridians fromthe dangers of both secondhand snoke
and chemcals emtted frome-cigarettes and simlar
devi ces.

Thank you guys so much

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you.

Next speaker.

M5. MLONE: Pat MIlone from Dade County.
Thanks for staying so late. Regarding religious
freedom we already have religious freedom In this
country we are free to contribute toward any
religious church, tenple, synagogue, nobsque, or
I ndi genous sacred site that we choose.

Qur Constitution prohibits our public revenues
to aid religious establishnents and with good
reason. separation of church and state.

No matter what our beliefs, we citizens have

the right not to have our taxes and revenues
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diverted to aid to any groups that support religious

enterprises. Please uphold the separation of church

and state and vote "no" on Prop 4.

Regardi ng privacy rights, | oppose Prop 22.
Qur Florida Constitution currently protects us from
government surveillance and governnent intrusion
i nto our personal lives. Prop 22 insinuates the one
phrase that woul d renove those protections by
speci fying only privacy of information and
di scl osure.

This is a blatant attenpt to weaken our privacy
rights regarding marriage, sexual relations,
parent al decisions, reproductive and nedi cal
decisions. Please vote "no" on Prop 94.

Taki ng noney from cancer prevention to divert
it to cancer treatnent is counterproductive. |If you
wal k for the cure, you need to march against the
cause, which is toxic chemcals in our food and
wat er system and tobacco.

Also | want to thank Conm ssi oner
Thur | ow- Li ppi sch for proposing Proposition 91 to
protect our coastal waters, which are in danger, not
only fromoffshore drilling, but from sewage | eakage

frombad infrastructure. And that is because

fundi ng has been diverted to other county things.
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Also -- | think that's it. Thank you very
much.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Great. Thank
you so nmuch. You all are doing a great job.

I"mgoing to call a few nore nanes, and |'m
glad you're here. Ashley Berke, Matt Barringer,

R T. Platt, Lori Knerick, and Karen G eb. Thank
you.

M5. DUGAN. Good evening. M nanme is Lorena
Dugan, and | appreciate the opportunity to be here.
| too cane as a spectator. | did not plan to speak.
But as | am |l earning, Proposal 88 would add a
nursi ng horme, assisted living facility residents
bill of rights to the Florida Constitution to
establish a situation where rights of residents in
|l ong-termcare facilities are at | east on par with
the rights of people everywhere.

| fear that this is going to be a battle
bet ween two | obbies, and | want you to realize that
there are people out there that count on your
support because famlies that are aging out -- as
you know, our insurance industry and the new
heal thcare facilities that are comi ng online, sone
of themdon't take insurance. Many of these people

have not planned for |ong-term healthcare.
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Three years ago ny nother's husband was
di agnosed with denentia and Al zheiner's -- the
sweetest man that ever lived -- but in the year and
a half that he was in a facility that we researched,
t hat we thought was wonderful, that hal fway through
went froman older facility near Shands to a brand
new, beautiful facility, we realized after a while
t hat he was bei ng abused, that he was being
attacked, that he was not given nedication that he
shoul d have been gi ven.

Every person out here, it is your nightnare.
And | watched nmy nother live through it. She
visited himevery three days. Many of these fol ks
have no one. | speak to you today because we did
consult an attorney.

These busi nesses have positioned thensel ves
I nto many busi nesses and so they cannot be sued. It
is very difficult for a famly that is going through
sonmething like this to navigate the right way
through the legislature, through the laws. And
they're not going to police thensel ves.

Pl ease consider the quiet nmajority of people in
facilities that are not Five Star. Thank you.

COWMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you very

nmuch.
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Next speaker.

M5. KENNEY: Hello. M nane is Elizabeth
Kenney, and |'m here representing nyself for a
standpoi nt on Proposal 4. | want you all to ask
your sel ves, What is the point of education? It's to
educat e.

Now to ask yourself, Wat's the point of
history? Well, if you don't know, it's to prevent
the repetition of the horrible things that we've
done in the past. Today | believe that history is
nore rel evant than ever. Qur country is nore
divided than it's ever been in decades, and you
cannot deny the pattern that it's displayed between
our history books and what is displayed in our nedia
t oday.

In our Founding Father's farewell address,
George Washi ngton not only addressed his foreign
policies, constitutional changes, and religion, but
he al so predicted the negative inpact of renoving
things, such as religion and the separation of state
and church.

Religion is the glue that's held us together
for nearly 230 years, whether it's Christianity,
Catholic, or anything, Judaism Maybe if it was

nore included, there wouldn't be mass shootings in
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our nation. Mybe if N kolas Cruz was raised to
believe "thou shall not kill," there wouldn't be 17
i nnocent kids and adults dead.

Stop trying to take religion out of school, and
i nstead of hiding your children, teach them That's
t he point of education and that's the point of going
to school. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH.  Thank you very
much.

I'"'mgoing to call a few nore nanes. |'mglad
we have people com ng up. Maryellen Garanone, David
Jantz, Suzanne Jantz, Christina Keshishian, G enn
Pi nfield.

Pl ease start. Thank you.

M5. BERKE: MW nanme is Ashley Berke. |1'mhere
to support Proposal 67 to end greyhound racing. |'m
not a radical. I'mnot a paid protester. |I'ma
lifelong Florida resident, and I live here in
Mel bourne. | worked in aninmal rescue with an
organi zati on who has investigated illegal anim

fighting rings, which are tied to extrenme ani nal

cruelty and illegal drug activity. This industry

keeps underground activities |like that in business.
They claimthat they are held accountabl e, but

the USDA and State agencies do not effectively
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enforce the Animal Welfare Act. For exanple, of the
10, 000 puppy mlls in this country, only 3,000 are

i nspected. USDA inspectors have a record of

| eni ency towards commercial breeders. Auditors have
found that many inspectors took little or no action
agai nst nost violators of the Animal Wl fare Act,

I ncl udi ng many whi ch have repeat viol ations.

I f greyhound racing was a harm ess industry, a
majority of the states would not have nmade it
illegal. [It's sinple. Personal financial interests
and famly tradition do not justify a cruel
busi ness.

And | would like you to please allow the voters
to make a deci sion on Proposal 67.

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH.  Thank you very
much. And I want to commend all of you for conmi ng
up and speaki ng. Thank you.

Next speaker, please.

MS. GREB: Good evening, Chairman and
Comm ssioners. Thank you so nmuch for all of your
service and for hearing all of us out. I'mhere in
support of Proposal 67, and | hunbly ask for your
unani nous support in noving this to the Novenber
ball ot. Thank you very nuch.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thanks. \What's
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your name, please?

M5. GREB: Karen Geb from Stuart, Florida.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you,
Ms. G eb.

MR. BARRI NGER: Good evening. M nane is
Matt hew Barringer. |I'mthe vice-mayor of the City
of Titusville. The follow ng was brought as an
adopted presentation for you all, one by our
counci | .

One woul d be to ensure that Proposal 95 not be
brought back before the full Comm ssion; Proposal 61

be left for dead; "no" to Proposal 72 as that

i npedes funding to | ocal governnent; "yes" to
Proposal 91 to reduce drilling.

But the two overreachi ng concepts of 1, please
do not inpede or reduce Honme Rule. W'd like to see
nore | anguage like "shalls" and "nusts" instead of
reduci ng Hone Rul e.

Addi tionally, anything that m ght -- that may
be a detrinent to the Indian R ver Lagoon we
strongly are against, the 60 percent of its
shoreline on the coast. And to be frank, | stil
don't eat any shrinp that cone out of the gulf. So

there's a reason why we don't want to do that,

additional inpact to our tourismindustry.

ANGELL REPORTING SERVICE




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

264

As an individual no |onger speaking for the
citizens of Titusville, but for nyself, I'malso an
educator as well and | educate in special education,
specifically teaching with enotional and behavori al
di sorders, or disabilities.

One, anything to do with class size amendnents,
we tried that and it was mani pul at ed where the
intent was to reduce class sizes. There still was
40-sonmet hing children. So whatever you put in
there, nmake sure the | anguage, the "shalls" and
"musts" -- not "to be determ ned."

Additionally, as a teacher, "yes" to 97. As an

i ndividual, | also believe that "yes" to 97, as |
think the anmendnents to the Constitution is a

serious deal and shouldn't be made lightly.

Specific as an educator would be a "no" to
Proposal 45. I|I'ma "no" to Proposal 71. I'ma "no"
to Proposal 93, specifically the reduction of
funding to public schools by the creation of
charters. M kid goes to a charter school and --

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you.

MR. BARRI NGER: Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPl SCH.  Thank you very

much. Thanks for your service.

You can cone up to the m ke even if you're not
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ready yet.

M5. KNERICK: Hi. M nane is Lori Knerick and
| would Iike to thank all of you for com ng down
here to Mel bourne and giving us this opportunity to
tal k about these inportant issues. |'mfrom
Mel bourne, Florida, and I amhere to respectfully
ask you to please support Proposal 67 to phase out
greyhound raci ng.

I"'mnot paid by any organi zation. |'m]just
here speaking fromthe heart. And | think if we all
| ook into our heart and soul and think about what is
right and wong, we know it is sinply cruel to use
dogs in this way. | know ganbling is a big
I ndustry, but there are nmany other things to ganble
on, many ot her ways to ganbl e.

| hear the famlies talking and I do feel bad
for anyone that would | ose their incone, but I'm
sorry if you have put your inconme on the backs of a
bunch of dogs and relied on that. And | just
personally think that's sad. And anyone that deals
W th dogs and any aninmals mght feel that way.

So anyway, just thanks again. And please do
support Proposal 67. Thanks for your tine.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you,

ma' am  Thank you very nuch
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I"mgoing to call some nore nanes. Please, we
have about 25 forns left. Maryellen Garanone, David
Jantz. Did | call these? 1'll call them again,

sorry. Susan Jantz, Christina Keshishian -- |

nmessed that up the first tine -- and G enn Pinfield.
"' m sorry.

So I'll call a few nore. Panela Sotelo
Kat heri ne Heron, Cheryl Lankes, Leslie Mahoney -- or
Mal oney -- and Melissa Martin. And that nmeans we

have 20, not 25.

Thank you, sir. Please start. |'msorry.
You' re next.

MR. JANTZ: |1'mDavid Jantz, a Florida resident
for 35 years living in Mount Dora. | wish to thank
you for all this long, long day that you' ve been
i nvolved in on the inportant issues. And we really
have a job ahead, | guess.

"' m hoping that the full Comm ssion will
revisit a vote to approve Proposal 62 for open
primaries. | was disappointed that this proposal
was tabled by the General Provisions Conmttee after
it was approved by the Ethics and El ecti ons.

Because nomi nees are selected in the primry
election, it's vitally inportant that all Floridians

have a voice in this process. Polls show that about
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73 percent of voters want this anendnent -- and
that's irrespective of political affiliation -- on
t he ballot.

| ndependent or NPA, or not affiliated,
regi stered voters that nmake up 27 percent of
Florida's voter registration are prohibited from
voting in these party primaries, forcing party
affiliation in order to participate.

Pl ease enable Florida to advance denocracy by
giving the 3.4 mllion independents a better voice
in their representative governnment with open
primaries by supporting Proposal 62. Open prinaries
woul d pronote better voter participation as
candi dates woul d need to speak to a broader
el ectorate and canpai gn on ideas and sol utions
versus narrow party ideol ogi es appealing to snal
core constituenci es.

Thank you very nuch.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH.  Thank you, sir.

M5. KESH SHIAN. My nane is Christina
Keshishian. 1'mhere to ask you to support
Proposition 91. Florida beaches are our nunber one
attraction. O fshore drilling would put us at risk
for tar balls on the beach, eyesores on our horizon,

and the potential destruction of priceless natural
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habitat. Nobody comes to Florida to | ook at oi
rigs.

I'"d like to al so thank you for voting down
Proposal 95. | would hope that that does not
reenerge at any tine. Hone Rul e has been under
attack in Florida, and we need to protect our
ability to govern at the | ocal |evel.

Lastly, | didn't want to | eave w t hout honoring
ny old greyhound, "Blazing on a Paw." | adopted him
several years ago and he's since passed on, but |
adopted himas a two-year-old. He was going to be
destroyed because in the six races that he ran, he
either failed to run or canme in |ast place.

And | | ooked up his record back when | adopted
himoff the Mel bourne track. So please give us a
chance to vote on Proposition 67. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you so

much.

Ma' am

M5. JANTZ: Hi. |'m Suzanne Jantz. |'ve been
a voter and Florida resident for 35 years. |I'm
retired and live in Mouunt Dora. |'m di sappointed
that Proposal 62 was tabled. |1'mgrateful to

Conmi ssi oner Schifino for proposing 62 for open

primaries.
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Pl ease revisit Proposal 62. U. S denpcracy is
experiencing challenging tinmes. Foreign powers are
i nfluencing the process. Voters are
di senfranchi sed. Voter turnout is shanmefully | ow.

Peopl e say they're disgusted for these reasons.
They say governnent is too partisan; the systemis
corrupt and rigged; their vote doesn't matter; they
don't like either candidate; they noved here froma
state with open primaries and didn't know they woul d
be di sal | owed.

You have the power to change this by
reconsi dering Proposal 62 to authorize all qualified
el ectors to vote in prinmary el ections regardl ess of
party affiliation. [It's inportant that you cast as
broad a net as possible to keep people in the
process and to noot the influence of special
I nterest and foreign powers in our elections.

Pl ease hel p engage nore voters in a process
that they consider fair. This is an opportunity
that | hope you wll take. And I thank you so nuch
for being here today and listening to us in
consi derati on.

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPl SCH.  Thank you very
much.

MR. PINFIELD: M nane is Aenn Pinfield. |
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live here in Melbourne. And | wanted to ask you to
add a couple of things onto -- for a vote, to be
added to the Constitution.

In 1988 Judge Francis Young -- he was an
adm nistrative law judge for the DEA -- said that
cannabis is one of the nobst benign therapeutically
active substances known to nman, and he recomended
that it be reschedul ed.

You guys have an opportunity here to be ahead
of the curve and put up for a vote on the ballot the
| egal i zati on of cannabis for all adults. And what
you woul d be acconplishing at the same tine would be
maki ng up for the atrocious ridicul ous nedical
marijuana systemthat has been set up in the State
of Florida.

Havi ng gone through that system | can tell you
it's pretty nuch a waste of time. It costs too nuch
noney, and you don't actually get access to any
cannabis that you actually need. It seens like it
was put into place primarily to obstruct access for
peopl e who have a nedi cal necessity.

As somebody who's been suffering from
Par ki nson' s di sease for a nunber of years, | would
have appreciated that the | egislature and the Scott

Adm ni stration would honor this 70-sone percent of
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t he people that voted for nedical marijuana.

Vell, they didn't. So you guys have a chance
to be ahead of the curve and do what obviously is
goi ng to happen eventual ly anyway. You can do it
now i nstead of waiting.

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPl SCH.  Thank you very
much, sir.

Pl ease cone forward if you're going to speak
I"mgoing to call a few nore nanes. W're getting
down to the end. Bart Gaetjens, Dale C. Young, Mark
Ryan, O audia MCaskill, and Maria M L. Thonpson.

Pl ease, let nme see you in the aisles if you are
here.

Thank you, nma'am for starting.

M5. SOTELO  Good evening. M nane is Panel a
Sotelo. For the past six years |'ve served the
Brevard community as a vol unteer, trained guardi an
ad litem | wanted to thank the Declaration of
Ri ghts Conmittee for voting down Proposal 40 earlier
I n January.

Children that are renoved fromtheir homes do
have an attorney representing themin dependency
court. They are called the child' s best-interest
attorney. Their commtnment to the safety and

wel fare of vulnerable children is second to none.
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In 2015 | was a guardian of a young girl who
was renoved from her nother's care due to substance
abuse. The child was placed with her grandnother,
and the nother entered a drug treatnent facility in
Tennessee. Unfortunately, things here unravel ed
rat her qui ckly.

Despite only being four, the child was asked to
| eave not one, but two preschool s because of her
angry outbursts. And it was al so clear that her
grandnot her was qui ckly grow ng weary of the
childcare and the restrictions it was inposing on
her life.

It was the guardian ad litemteam of the
guardian ad litem nyself, and the attorney, who
recogni zed that the child would be better off placed
with her nother. The treatment center that she was
attending had facilities to allowthemto live
t oget her where they could both receive counseling
and repair their fractured bond.

Fortunately, because of the rel ationship,
conmmuni cation, and the accessibility | had to our
attorney, she was able to prepare the notion for
change of placenent rather than wait for Child Legal
Services or a parent's attorney to identify this

chil d' s needs.
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"' m happy to say that this little girl was
reunited with her nother in a matter of weeks rather
than six nonths to a year, which is what it can take
sonetimes to nove a child. And it was done because
of this attorney's proactive work on behal f of the
chi | d.

| am here to ask you to recogni ze the
comm tnent and the advocacy of these incredibly
dedi cated and passi onate best-interest attorneys by
not allow ng the reconsideration of Proposition 40.

Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPl SCH:  Thank you very
much.

M5. MCCASKI LL: Good evening. M nane is
Claudia McCaskill. It was a difficult and arduous
task to find the right dog to help ne with ny
disability. | tried |local shelters but none had a
dog with the right tenperanent to be a service
ani mal .

When | cane upon Awesone G eyhound Adoptions in
Pal m Beach County, they educated ne on how wonderf ul
greyhounds are as service animals. | knew nothing
of the breed, and the president, Barbara Masi, nade
sure to educate nme on how different they are than

all other dogs.
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This is Coral. Coral has hel ped ne with many
tasks on a daily basis. | amlucky to have a
| i fesaver by ny side. What | can say about
greyhounds |i ke her, fornmer racers, is that she and
many |i ke her have been well taken care of while
they are racing. | have seen it.

To shut down greyhound racing, it would rob
themof their love to race. It would flood the
streets with unwanted dogs. There aren't enough
fosters or adopters in this country to fill their
honmes wth these beautiful dogs. They would fil
kill shelters, and dogs |ike Coral wouldn't be able
to live out the rest of their lives in |oving hones
as pets, or get to assist, or save humans |ike ne
who need them

A racing greyhound is worth thousands of
dollars. A retired racing greyhound pet is worth
mllions to his or her owner. A retired racing
greyhound service dog in the hands of a mlitary
veteran or a civilian like nme is pricel ess.

Pl ease consider what a travesty it would be if

you were to end their racing. Please vote "no" on
Prop 67.
COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you.

Thank you very nuch

ANGELL REPORTING SERVICE




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

275

M5. HERON: MW nanme is Kathy Heron and I'ma
Brevard County resident and a | ocal business owner.
|'"mhere to thank you for not noving forward on
Proposal 40. | understand that Florida Children
First has asked you to reconsider your vote, and I
believe it is a mstake to put Proposal 40 on the
bal l ot, and |I urge you not to reconsider your
deci si on.

|'ve been a guardian ad |item volunteer for
five years. 1|In one of ny cases an 18-nonth-old
child had his skull cracked by his nother's
boyfriend, and his nother then del ayed nedi cal
treatment for the child for two days. The child's
ol der brother wanted to return honme to his nother.
At the tinme his nother's honme was not a safe pl ace
for him

If these children had received an appoi nted
attorney instead of a best-interest attorney, this
child s attorney woul d have been bound to ask the
court to reunify himwith his nother. This child
woul d have had the final say in what his attorney
woul d tell the dependency judge.

It's nmy opinion that very few guardian ad |item
vol unteers would continue to volunteer w thout the

hel p and support of the best-interest attorneys with
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the guardian ad litem | believe if we nove forward
on Proposal 40, we will put nore children at risk by
returning themto their parents before it is truly
safe. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you very
much.

MR. YOUNG Dale Young in opposition of
Proposal 11

COW SSI ONER THURLOWM LI PPI SCH: | ' m sorry.

Your nane again, sir?

MR. YOUNG Dal e Young.

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you.

MR. YOUNG The party primary is for the
candi dates of the party of the sane affiliation, and
they can't be opposed by candi dates from any ot her
party. The voters, all registered voters, get to
vote in the general election.

Party menbers bel ong because of agreeing with
the party stance a candi date or other choices of
party affiliation often denotes a candidate's
position. If a political party is unable to field
candidates, it mght well be due to an unpopul ar
position or deficiency in the party.

The entire purpose of party prinmaries is to

sel ect the nost popul ar party candi date, a proven
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process that would be neaningless if open to
opposing parties. This would be simlar to the
Gators saying, "I want to play in your Sem noles
gane." This revision would be a recipe for election
corruption, disruption, and political skullduggery.

A political party too unpopul ar for popul ar
adoption or so bereft of an acceptable political
position as to be unable to field a candi date coul d
orchestrate a | arge enough vote as to deny the
| egiti mate candidate to wn.

This is a proposal for the purpose of allow ng
ot herwi se ineffective political organizations a way
to subvert the popular election. It's kind of Iike
doi ng your honework. | didn't do mne, so | want to
use yours. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH.  Thank you, sir.

M5. THOVWPSON: Good evening. M nane is Maria
Thonpson, and I'ma child' s best-interest attorney
with the guardian ad litemprogram |'mhere on ny
own tine and of ny own accord to advocate agai nst
t he reconsi derati on of Proposal 40. The
consequences of a child in the dependency system
unilaterally directing his or her own | egal advocacy
could put that child at great risk of ongoi ng abuse,

abandonnment, or neglect, and in the nost severe
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cases could have life or death consequences.

For exanple, if a four-year-old child who had
been egregi ously physically abused and mal nouri shed
by her parents said to her attorney, "I want to go
home to Mommy and Daddy now," there's no ethical
rule or legal provision that |I'maware of that would
allow for an attorney ad litemto do anything ot her
t han zeal ously advocate agai nst term nation of
parental rights and for the i mrediate return of that
child to her parents.

For that four-year-old child, successful |egal
advocacy by the attorney ad litemwould result in
this child returning hone and potentially being
subj ected to ongoi ng abuse or even death at the
hands of her parents.

Children in the dependency system are often
under trenmendous pressure fromtheir parents and
caregivers. Sone children are threatened with
repercussions if they testify against their parents
or take a position other than the one they're told
to take. These children often fear the consequences
of saying the wong thing.

Chil dren deserve to sinply be able to be
children rather than be required to nake

life-altering decisions in order to tell their

ANGELL REPORTING SERVICE




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

279

attorney what position to take and then left to
worry about the consequences of those deci sions.

Al ternatively, best-interest advocacy of the
GAL programallow for a child to have an attorney in
their corner in and out of the courtroom ensuring
their voices and wi shes are heard, and then fighting
for their best interest based not solely on the
child s wishes, but also on information gathered
about the child and the famly.

This nodel allows children to be present and
I nvolved in the proceedings to the extent that they
wi sh to be involved, while also giving themthe
freedomto sinply be children.

Pl ease |l et Florida' s nost vul nerable children
be children and do not reconsider Proposal 40.

Thank you so nuch

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you very
much. [I'mgoing to call a few nore nanes. Thank
you for waiting.

Lorisa Svechin, Catherine Durkin Robinson,
Thomas Carter, Tracy Stover, Chase Hansel, and Mary
Ann G zybowski .

Thank you, sir.

MR. GAETJENS: Good evening. Bart Gaetjens. |

will be brief. | speak in favor of Proposal 97,
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which will add consistency to Florida's
Constitution. It will protect Florida's sacred
foundati onal docunent particularly from out-of-state
I nterests.

As a Floridian | want to see the Florida
Constitution protected. Qher citizens have spoken
and approve this | anguage for the taxing anmendnent,
and that is why | ask your consideration for
approval of Proposal 97.

And | thank you for your extra tinme and al
your efforts. Good evening.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH.  Thank you, sir.
Thank you very nmuch

MR. CARTER  Good evening. | am Thonas Carter
speaki ng for Proposal 67. | was one of the original
street fighters collecting petitions for the
Sem nol e County ballot initiative, which eventually
led to the adoption of the G eyhound Protection Act.
It was as a result of a tremendous all-volunteer
effort.

I"mnot going to argue the nmerits or denerits
of greyhound racing. Suffice to say, | strongly
oppose greyhound racing as | personally believe it
I S unnecessary exploitation and suffering of

i nnocent aninals w thout a voice. For what?
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Amusenent and nmoney. | find that offensive and
pathetic. | say find sonething else to anuse
yoursel f and ganbl e on sonet hi ng beni gn that does
not hurt animals.

| urge you to place Proposal 67 on the ball ot
and let the voting public be the judge and jury on
this issue. | believe Sem nole County is a
representative sanple of the nmood in the State of
Fl orida and accordingly this amendnment w Il pass
handi | y.

The greyhound racing industry desperately
opposes this neasure from being decided by the
people of Florida. | ask why. |If racing greyhounds
I's good for the dogs and positive for the State of
Florida, then the industry should wel cone validation
as such by the voters of Florida.

However, they know this not to be the case, and
thus, fear and m strust other people to decide this
issue. | inplore this Commttee to recomrend
approval of the neasure before them and all ow the
voting citizens of Florida to decide this inportant
I ssue.

Let's bring Florida in alignment with nost of
the rest of the nation which finally recognizes the

mal i gnancy of greyhound racing.
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In closing, let's just get this done now |

say, power to the people. Let us decide. Thank

you.
COWMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you,
M. Carter.
Sir.
MR. RYAN. (Good evening. Mark Ryan, city
manager, Gty of Indian Harbour Beach. | probably

stand between you and your choi ce of beverages, and
| thank you for your service for many hours today,
t hroughout the year, all your comm ttees.

| support Home Rul e and urge you to continue
supporting Home Rule as we go through this process.
If a proposal has died in conmttee, |eave it there.
Don't resurrect it.

Al'l of God's blessings. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you very
much.

M5. STOVER M nane is Tracy, and |I'm here for
Proposal 96.

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPl SCH:  What ' s your
| ast nane, Tracy?

M5. STOVER  Stover

COWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Yes, thank you.

M5. STOVER: | was assaulted when | was a
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teenager by two of ny stepbrothers, but | was too
terrified to tell anyone. | buried it and went on
with my life. Years later after therapy | realized
| had to say sonething because | needed to reclaim
ny voi ce.

|"ve never spoken publicly about ny story, but
| believe it's tinme to speak out, especially because
ny abusi ve ex-boyfriend has been stalking ne. This
past week he showed up drunk and tried to break into
nmy house. He had a knife with himand said he
pl anned to rape ne.

| believe himbecause of the things he's done
in the past when he was drunk. | finally got himto
| eave after five hours, but as he left he threatened
to come back and kill nme. Later | reported it to
the police as | was afraid to go hone, and he was
arrested in front of ny house that night.

| filed for a tenporary injunction, which was
granted today. Next, | will have to go through a
hearing. | wish we already had Marsy's Law because
I"'mafraid I won't be informed about the case or
when he mght be released. I'mterrified he's going
to cone back and do what he said. But | want to be
strong this time, and I'musing ny voice. Proposal

96, Marsy's Law, would help nme so nuch
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Thank you very nuch for your consideration

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you very
much. Thank you.

MR, HANSEL: H . M nane is Chase Hansel, and
I"ma Ml bourne resident. |'m speaking today in
opposition of Prop 4. The Bl aine Amendnent prevents
our State fromdirectly funding churches, and has
served us well for over 130 years. Prop 4 seens to
renove our State's Blaine Armendnent. 36 other
states still currently have their no-aid clause, or
Bl ai ne Amendnent it's sonetinmes called, and with
good reason.

Jewi sh taxpayers shouldn't have to pay for a
nosque, and vice versa. Christian taxpayers
shoul dn't have to pay for sonebody else's tenple.
Let me be clear. This doesn't discrimnnate against
religious organizations. Any of them can open a
501(c)(3) and qualify for state funding. Catholic
charities and The Sal vation Arny are both excell ent
exanpl es of this.

If the government starts to fund our churches,
then they can dictate on how that funding is spent.
Pl ease do not put Prop 4 on our ballot. Thank you.

COWMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you very

much. |1'mgoing to call a few nore names too.
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I's there anybody in the audience -- there
aren't that many people left -- who feels like
you're -- if after | read these nanes -- |I'msorry,

there's just four.

If after | read these nanes you feel |ike your
nane was not called, feel free to conme up because
|'ve got a pile of people who did not conme up. And
maybe it's because | m spronounced it.

Judge Fred Lauton, Kayla Wall, Karen Wade, and
Teresa Clifton. That is the last card | have for
t he ni ght.

Wio's next? You're next.

M5. GRZYBOWSKI: H . |I'm Mary Ann G zybowski .
Since 2001 | have adopted 13 greyhounds. Every one
of themwere in very good health. | becane involved
i n greyhound adoption in 2010. To pronote greyhound
adoption, we often take our very own greyhounds to
the track for people to neet.

| took ny seven-year-old Snoky and ny
eight-year-old Slick to the track one day, and both
of them all they did the whole tine we were there
is try to pull to get back out on that track. These
dogs love to run.

Snmoky and Slick are now 10 and 11 and | no

| onger take themto the track. They make wonderf ul
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pets. If they were abused as everyone has said here
t oday, they would not be the |oving, amazing pets
t hey are.

Al so as president of G eyhound Adoptions, | run
a kennel that holds 9 retired -- 9 to 11 retired
racers | ooking for forever hones. This has al so
hel ped ne to help ny famly who hel ps take care
of -- ny daughter and nmy son -- who help take care

of the greyhounds we have avail abl e for adopti on.

Pl ease vote "no" for Proposal 67. Thank you.

COWMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you so
much.

M5. ROBINSON: H . M nane is Catherine Durkin
Robi nson. |'m executive director of the Florida
Parent Network. We're here to support Proposal 71
The Fl orida Departnment of Education says that there
are about 107,000 children on waiting lists for
charter schools in Florida. One of those parents is
here with nme tonight.

Sonme of those parents can | eave their
nei ghbor hoods. Mst of them cannot. They cannot
afford to nove. They cannot afford private schools.
They cannot qualify for scholarships. They're

desperate for options for their children.

If this proposal can get on the ballot and get
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the support of the people in Florida, those children
can get into the schools that they desperately need.
So pl ease consider that.

And thank you so nuch for your tine.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you.

You all are so respectful of each other
tonight. Thank you so nuch.

M5. CLIFTON:. Good evening. M nane is Teresa
Cifton. |1'mthe executive director of the Brevard
Humane Society. W' ve been in operation since 1952
in Brevard County, and I'ma fifth generation
Brevard County resident. And it's kind of sad that
| would have to conme up here and ask you to all ow
peopl e to decide whether or not they think that dog
racing is a good thing for dogs.

Unfortunately, we have seen over the 65 and a
hal f years a ot of the bad side of the dog racing.
|"msure there's plenty of good side of dog racing,
and there are al so people that take care of their
dogs. Unfortunately, there are that many nore and
t hen sone that do not.

And so all we're asking is that you at | east
| et the people of Florida decide. Let them consider
and support Proposition 67, particularly after a | ot

of the cases that we have seen
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And it is sad that a system would have to
create support nmechani sns to take care of those
animals that are no | onger usable that they throw
away because that's what they are, throwaways.

| see throwaways in ny shelter all the tineg,
whet her they're in dog racing or they were in
fighting or there were other abuses that people do
to ani mals.

It's not fair, and the dogs can't come up and
tell you. They love to run. Yes, they do. But
they love to run on their own terns, not make it
dependent upon themgetting fed or |oved or cared
for or sitting in an enpty cage. |'msure you al
have heard all about it today. | just ask that you
give the voters a chance to nmake that decision

Also, | ama guardian ad litem |'ve been a
guardian ad litemfor 25 years. So | would like to
also throw a pitch, if I may, to vote "no" on
Prop 40 because the attorneys in the courtroom are
very, very hel pful

In nore than one way they have hel ped soneone
like me, who is a novice at law, help a child's
future because children are our future and it would
be a shame not to have the best interests of the

attorneys there in the courtroomw th them Thank
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you.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you very
much.

Sir. Thank you.

JUDGE LAUTON:. My nane is Fred Lauton. |'mthe
chief judge in the 9th Judicial Crcuit, and | feel
guilty keeping you here late, but |I left wrk as
early as | could. | drove as fast as | could to get
here while driving |legally.

| know ny col | eague, Judge Harris fromthe 18th
Crcuit, spoke to you. |I'mhere to talk about
Proposal 26. It creates the Ofice of Donestic
Security and Counterterrorismfor the Florida
Depart ment of Law Enforcenent.

I think as you know Proposal 26 was anended in
the Conmttee to add the subject of sheriffs
responsibility for courthouse security. And the
court opposes that | anguage residing in the
Constitution as opposed to Florida Statute.

I"'mglad to report to you that the court and
the sheriffs association have agreed that the
appropriate place for this |l anguage is in statute,
and we have worked together and have agreed upon
statutory | anguage to address the issue of

responsibility for security within a courthouse
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structure.

And as a result, we understand that
Commi ssi oner Nocco will offer an anendnent to renove
t he | anguage that was proposed earlier and return
the proposal to its original subject, which is the
O fice of Donestic Security and Counterterrorism

And | can tell you that the chief judges around
the State support the renoval of the |anguage in
Prop 26. They support the agreed-upon statutory
| anguage, which is pending in the legislature. W
very much appreciate the work that all of you do,

t hat Conmmi ssi oner Nocco does, and we appreciate
working with the Florida Sheriffs Association on
this statutory change.

So while we oppose putting this |anguage about
court house security and sheriffs and judges in the
Constitution, we would appreciate your support of
Conmi ssi oner Nocco's anmendnment to Proposal 26 in
favor of the statutory solution when you' re neeting
at the full Conmm ssion.

And thank you for staying so |late tonight.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you, sir.
Thank you.

And | believe our |ast speaker. Saved the best

for | ast maybe, hopefully.
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M5. WADE: That's what I'mgoing to go wth.
My nane's Karen Wade, and |I'mhere to speak to
support -- for you to vote "yes" on Proposition 91
and to ban offshore drilling. For offshore
drilling, we all know how destructive it can be.
And that's when things go well. Wen things go
wel |, you have the seismc testing, you have the
drilling operations, you have the oil transport.
And all those things create incredible environnmental
har m

But we also are, unfortunately, here in
Florida, very well aware of how things go when they
go bad. And when they go bad, we have destruction
of our beaches and destruction of a |ot of our
i ndustries, and just overall our tourism

Now, nowadays it makes no sense to even
consider this operation and consider this novenent
because it takes anywhere fromyears up to decades
to get adrilling platformup and running. You have
to do the seismc testing, figure out where to put
it, then start the operation to do it. It takes
years and even decades to do it, when we're sitting
here on a grand novenent of going towards clean
energy.

W' re nmaki ng technol ogi cal advances every day,
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| eaps and bounds, noving towards clean energy. Wen
cl ean energy has a problem you don't have any
spillage. You don't have any danmge. You don't
have any harm

And we're seeing this novenent across with
people, we're seeing it with countries, we're seeing
It with counties and cities and countries, we're
seeing corporations every day, and we're seeing
peopl e signed up to conmit to clean energy. This is
a novenent that's happening.

And we are, as a society, in a sanme position in
this world. W are noving away from green energy
[sic]. So why would we conmit to sonmething to have
a platformcone up in five to ten years fromnow to
drill for fuel, fossil fuel, in which we are
conpl etely noving away from

It just doesn't nmake any sense to neke that
kind of investnent, doesn't nmake sense to tie up our
shores and for us to do that. W need to focus on
cl ean energy and nove with our technol ogy and what's
avai |l abl e out there to do that.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you.
Thank you very much

And | do believe there's another gentleman.

MR, LLEWELLYN: | would |ike to suggest that
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you - -

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  What ' s your
nane, please? |'msorry.

MR, LLEWELLYN: [|I'msorry. Bob Llewellyn.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you.

MR, LLEWELLYN:. Thank you.

This woul d be a constitutional anmendnent, the
Cvil R ghts Reconciliation Act.

"Whereas public conflicts and civil rights
litigation may pit religious liberty and freedom of
consci ence against civil rights, protecting sexual
orientation and gender identity concerning access to
vari ous goods and services, the Constitution of the
State of Florida is hereby anended to include the
foll owi ng neans of reconciling such conpeting civil
rights clains while avoiding cases in which sone
civil rights are protected only by denying
protection to other civil rights.

"This amendnent is designated the Civil Rights
Reconciliation Act, and it provides as foll ows:
Wien a claimis nade before an adm nistrative or
judicial body in the State of Florida on the basis
of alleged violations of a person's civil rights,
when the actions of the alleged violator are

notivated by that person's religion or conscience in
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order to state a valid claim the clai mant nust
first provide convincing evidence that equival ent
goods or services were not avail able on conparable
terms fromother |ocal sources that do not raise
religious or conscientious objections.”

Thank you.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you very
much.

MR, LLEWELLYN: | have a copy for each

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you, sir.
You can turn themin to the CRC hel pers at the
front.

And | want to thank Chair Beruff allow ng ne
the honor of running this neeting al ong our
beautiful Indian Ri ver Lagoon.

And at this time | will turn the neeting back
over to him

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Good eveni ng. Thanks,
everyone for staying through a Iong day for all of
you. We appreciate it. The Chair will entertain a
notion to adjourn.

UNKNOWN SPEAKER: Mbtion to adjourn.

CHAI RVAN BERUFF:  Adj ourned. Thank you.

(These proceedi ngs were adjourned at 7:50 p.m)
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