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(Ther eupon, the follow ng neeting is had:)

CHAIR  Good afternoon, everyone. | would
like to welconme all of you to the Constitution
Revi si on Comm ssion neeting, the first one
since we had our conm ssion neetings. |If you
woul d ki ndly set your cell phones to vibrate or
turn them off.

Before we begin we'd Ii ke to thank our
host, Nova Sout heastern University for allow ng
us to use the Rick Case Arena, having the
assi stance of their amazing staff. | can tel
you we've traveled all over the state, and this
is one of the best set-ups we've seen, so thank
you very much, Eddie.

My nanme is Carlos Beruff, and | was
appoi nted by Governor R ck Scott as the
chai rman of the Constitutional Revision
Comm ttee Comm ssion, which is called CRC for
short. We live in a world of acronyns, so you
m ght as well get used to that one, too. Today
| amjoined by ny fell ow comm ssioners. To ny
right is Comm ssioner Ganez, Conm ssioner
Karli nsky, Conm ssioner WAshi ngton. M.
Stenberger is not here yet. To ny left is

Conmm ssi on Kei ser and Conm ssi oner Joyner.
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Above ne to ny left is Conmm ssioner Solari,
Comm ssion Carlton innmedi ately behi nd ne,
Conmi ssi oner Schifino, who is fanous,
Conmm ssi oner Thurl ow Li ppi sch, Conm ssi oner
Ti mmann. We are pleased to be here.

If you will all stand the invocation wl|
be | ed by Comm ssi oner Belinda Kei ser.
(Ther eupon, the invocation is conducted.)

CHAIR: The pledge of allegiance wll be
led by Allie and Spencer Karlinsky, the
children of Fred Karlinsky and his w fe Autumm.
Thank you.

(Thereupon, the pledge of allegiance is conducted.)

CHAIR. Thank you, you may sit. That's
the reason we're doing what we're doing. Today
Is the first stop on the road to the ballot, of
the public hearing tour, that we prom sed | ast
Spring after we would take all of the proposals
and get them through the Commttees, so that we
can start getting serious deliberations on
what's left. We'd like to get feedback from
the thirty-seven remai ning proposals that wl|
go before the full comm ssion in March and
April.

You can read the full text of each of
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t hese proposals in FLCRC. gov. W respectfully
request that you keep your remarks focused on
t he proposal s under active consideration. |If
you would li ke to speak to the CRC today, you
woul d have filled out a card. The cards wll
be heard in the order they were filled out. W
will call on speakers to appear. |If there's
any materials you'd like to have -- to | eave
wth us, we wll enter then into the record.
The record is digitally naintai ned, so
everything you give us will get put on the
website, and available for everyone to see.

This is a long neeting. W have noticed
until 7:00 p.m Al Floridians who sign up to
speak by 7:00 p.m wll be given an opportunity
to be heard. W would ask each speaker to
limt their remarks to two mnutes. W wll be
calling up nultiple people at a tine, so pl ease
listen for your nane. Today's neetings, as al
our neetings, are recorded, and the full
transcript is also avail able at FLCRC. gov.

At sone point, as soon as | finish with
t hese announcenents probably, | wll be handi ng
the gavel to sonmeone fromthe | ocal area who is

better famliar wwth some of the area, sonme of
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the things that you deal with here. Thank you,
and | am passing the gavel to Comm ssi oner
Ganez.

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  (Good aft ernoon,
everyone. |'mgoing to go ahead and call up
speakers three at a tine so that you'll be
| ined up and ready to make your remarks, that
way we can keep this noving. Just a rem nder,
everyone is limted to two mnutes. |If you' ve
submtted nultiple speaker requests,
unfortunately, you can only speak once, so if
you're going to address multiple proposals,
pl ease do so during the two mnutes that you're
allotted. And as a courtesy to everyone here,
we are going to be very strict with our tine
because there are many who have al ready signed
up to speak, and we want to make sure that
everyone is heard. So please keep that in
m nd, be courteous to those that are com ng
after you.

So, at this tinme we will call up Joseph
Landy, Peggy Pettit, and Donna Borland. M.
Landy.

MR. LANDY: Thank you. |'ve been handling

nursi ng hone abuse cases for over twenty-five
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years on both sides of the aisle, and I want to
gi ve you one of many, many horrific exanples of
why Proposal 88 nust go forward. When | was
retai ned by these fol ks, the George Dahner
famly, to represent them the patriarch of
their famly had been to a recent stay, a brief
stay at a nursing honme, and ended up in the ICU
at JFK Medi cal Center

He was | ethargic and unable to get out of
bed. He was dehydrated to the point of acute
renal failure. He was mal nourished, had
recently lost thirty pounds. He had sores on
his heels and his coccyx. Fol ks, he | ooked
| i ke he was eaten by a dog. He had wounds
infected. He was suffering fromseptic shock.
Patricia, his wife, was told that his |l egs were
going to have to be anputated, and he died a
short time | ater before that happened.

Prior to that brief adm ssion to the
nursi ng hone, Patricia was his sol e caregiver.
She had no nedical training, and no nedi cal
experience, but you know what, he didn't have
any skin breakdown with her, he had no
mal nouri shnment, he had no dehydration, he had

no i ssues other than his denentia. So how did
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this occur? Reckless indifference to human life
for the sol e sake of noney. They were
incredibly short staffed. They over nedicated
him so he sat there and rotted, and this was
allowed to occur. They tried to get away with
it by not having any real insurance, and by
putting everything into shell corporations so
they couldn't be collectable; cone sue us,
we'll just file for bankruptcy, open up under
anot her name, and it will be business as usual.
Just so you understand what these type of
cases involve, that case took seven years of ny
life, and over $100,000 in costs | had to
expend, and | only did it because they cane
into ny office and | ooked ne in ny eyes, and |
talked to ny partners, and | couldn't say no,
but we never expected to receive a dine, we

were hell bent on putting this place out of

busi ness.
Wiile | was handling that case, | got cal
after call, please accept ny case against this

facility, but no one can afford to do that when

there's no insurance and no assets.
COMWM SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you, M.

Landry. Ms. Petit.
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M5. PETIT: Yes. |'ll use ny notes to be
tinmely. Chairman and Conm ssioners, | oppose
the elimnation of the Hospice CON because it
will lower the quality of care provide to dying
patients and their famlies during their tine
of need. | ask that you pass an anendnent now
to take hospice out of proposal nunmber 54. An
anendnent to renove hospice will not inpact the
ability to address CON changes for other
heal t hcare providers in the proposal.

Florida Certificate of Need regul ati ons
were fornmed through | egislation, and changes
shoul d be addressed through |egislation, not by
changi ng the constitution of the State, which
I f passed, and included in the general election
ball ot would remain in effect for the next
twenty years. There is already proposed
| egi slation on the CON i ssue. W are hopeful
that the legislative process will work and | et
the constitutional revision process stay
focused on the basic rights and protections for
all Florida citizens.

El i m nati ng hospi ce CON does not provide
savings for patients, or the governnent, does

not provide higher quality of care, or
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I ncreased access to care. Hospice CON

el i m nati on does not provide savings to Florida
tax payers. Over 90% of hospice is paid by
federal dollars. Well run and regul at ed
hospi ce organi zati ons save tax payers noney by
reduci ng ER visits and hospitalizations.

It is projected that over 1,000 hospices
could be licensed and operating within a couple
of years unless there were |icensure changes if
you elimnate hospice CON. | don't know how
AHCA coul d possi bly oversee them  AHCA
currently does a great job. CON process and
structure is not broken in the state of
Fl ori da, and we would hope that it remains in
place. Florida currently has the third hi ghest
hospi ce utilization rate in the country, and
serves the second highest nunber of patients
with high quality ratings and very few
substanti ated conpl ai nts.

Hospice CON elimnation will not reduce
the size of governnent. It is, again, a
regul atory process under CON. Hospice
currently cares for a 500% nore children than a
national average in the state of Florida. W

woul d argue that well- regulated and structured
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hospi ces are allow ng that to happen.

COMM SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you, Ms.
Pettit.

M5. PETTIT: Thank you.

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Ms. Borl and.

M5. BORLAND: Hi, good afternoon. As a
concerned hospice nurse, | respectfully as the
CRC to anend the proposal nunber 54 to renove
hospi ce. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ: Thank you. At this
time, I'mgoing to call up Maureen Kni ps,
Charl otte CGol dberg, and Namay Auster. And if |
m spronounce your namnes pl ease go ahead and
i ntroduce yourself before you speak.

M5. KNIPS: Yes, it's Maureen Knips.
Thank you. Conm ssioner and Chai rman, as a
thirty-two- year hospice enpl oyee |
respectfully ask the CRC to anend the proposal
nunber 54 to renove hospice. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you. Ms.

Gol dberg, no? Charlotte Gol dberg? Ckay, Ms.
Aust er .

M5. AUSTER: Hi, thank you. M nane is

Nancy Auster. |'ma registered nurse of

twenty- seven years, and | respectfully ask the
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CRC to anend proposal nunber 54, and to pl ease
renmove hospice. Thank you.

COMW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you. Lisa
Quetti, Daniel Kaplan, and Maria Ana Hi dal go.
Quetti, Kaplan, and Hidal go.

DR. KAPLAN: |'m Dr. Daniel Kapl an.

Comm ssion and Chairman, | respectfully ask
that the elimnation of the hospice CON by a
constitutional anmendnent be rescinded, and we
support an anmendnent to take hospice out of
prop 54. Thank you.

COMWM SSI ONER GAMEZ: Thank you. Magda
Canpoanor, Esther Cohen, and Mrcia Husar. Go
ahead.

M5. COHEN: Good afternoon.

COMW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Your nane, pl ease?

M5. COHEN: Onh, sorry.

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  No, go ahead.

M5. COHEN: Good afternoon, ny nane is
Est her Cohen, and as a concerned hospice
vol unteer manager, | respectfully ask the CRC
to anend proposal nunber 54 to renove hospi ce.
Thank you so nuch.

COMW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you.

MR, HUSAR. Good afternoon. Thank you for
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the opportunity. M nanme is Mrcia Husar. |
have the privilege to work for hospice as a
chaplain for eight years, and the |ast ten
years as a bereavenent manager, and |
respectfully ask the CRC to anend proposa
nunber 54 to renove hospice. Thank you.

COMWM SSI ONER GAMEZ: Thank you. Do we
have Magda Canpoanor? Ckay.

M5, CAMPOAMOR:  Yes, good afternoon. My
name i s Magda Canpoanor, and | am j ust
respectfully asking to renove hospice fromthe
amendnent. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you. Do we
have Charlotte CGol dberg, Lisa Quetti?

M5. GOLDBERG Hi, |'m Charlotte Gol dberg.
" mal so asking to not support that the
certificate of need be renoved. W feel it's
very inportant to keep it in place for quality
and control over this very, very inportant end
of Iife industry. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you. Lisa
Quetti, Maria Ana Hi dalgo. OCkay. Msti
Johnson Arce, Phyllis G een, and Veronica
Pal om no.

M5. JOHANSON: | am Reverend M sti Johnson
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Arce. | ama chaplain and an educator for
hospi ce, and | respectfully ask the CRCto
anmend the proposal 54 and renove hospi ce.

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you.

M5. GREEN: I'mPhyllis Geen. | ama
thirty-three-year volunteer for hospice, and as
a concerned volunteer | respectfully ask the
CRC to anend proposal nunber 54 to renove
hospi ce. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you.

M5. PALOMNO M nane is Veronica
Pal om no, and | am a concerned veteran hospice
liaison, and | respectfully ask the Commi ssion
to renove -- the CRC to anend proposal 54 to
renmove hospice. Thank you very nuch.

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you. Marie
Loui sa, Patricia Feeney, and Wendy Levi ne.

M5. LOU SA: H, nmy nane is Marie Loui sa,
and | ama registered nurse. As a hospice
nurse, | respectfully ask the CRC to anend
proposal 54, and to renove hospice. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you.

M5. FEENEY: M nane is Patricia Feeney,
and | used to be in charge of AHCA here down in

Broward County, and | respectfully ask that the
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CRC anend proposal 54 to renove hospi ce.

COMW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you. Do we
have Lisa Quetti, Maria Ana Hidal go, Wendy
Levine? Marc Levine, Jennifer Cruz, and Hera
Becker. Go ahead, ma'am

M5. CRUZ: Hi there, I'mJennifer Cruz,
resi dent of Broward County. Thank you so nuch
for this opportunity to address the Conmm ssion.
|'"mhere today to strongly urge the Conmm ssion
not to reconsider proposal 22. Currently, the
state of Florida affords the citizens a right
to privacy greater than the United States’
Constitution and the additional |anguage
considered in proposal 22 would renarkably
reduce the right to privacy in Florida,
affecting things |like marriage, hone schooling,
consensual adult sex, and nost inportantly a
worman's right to make her own reproductive
deci sions. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER GAMEZ: Thank you. And j ust
for the record proposal 22 is not an active
proposal we are now considering at this tine.
Her a Becker.

M5. BECKER: Good afternoon,

Conmmi ssioners. |'mhere to speak in favor of
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the School Board termlimts, proposal 43. |t
was Benjam n Franklin who sumred up the best
case for termlimts. |In free governnents the
rulers are the servants and the people their
superiors, for the fornmer to return anong the
| atter does not degrade but pronote them In
ot her words when el ected officials know they
must return to ordinary society and |ive under
the | aws passed while they are in office, at

| east sone of themw ||l think nore carefully
about the long-termeffects of the prograns

t hey support.

Wil e the School Board nenbers thensel ves
won't be living under these policies their own
children, grandchildren, and ot her people's
ki ds and grandkids wll be. W spend a huge
anmount of noney on education, and don't always
get the best results. W owe it to the
children to provide the best education for
them which is why we need to el ect people with
fresh ideas.

Termlimts allow a mandatory rotation of
regul ar open seat elections for new people to
get in. These types of elections encourage the

citizens to get nore involved in the process,
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particularly in gaining intimte know edge of
how t he School Board works and runni ng for
office, or even working on canpaigns. Term
limts al so encourage transparency and

di scourage corruption. Too often incunbent
menbers are wedded to the special interests
they have relied on for re- election. Term
limts will sever the relationships that grow
bet ween special interests and i ncunbent School
Board nenbers.

May tinmes the |longer an elected official
stays in office the nore tine that person has
to be influenced by the power of the position
and becone corrupted. The School Board term
limt needs to be eight years, and nothing
nore. Florida' s other political offices al nost
all have an eight-year termlimt, and even the
President of the United States does. If it's
good enough for the | eader of the free world,
then why not for School Board nenbers. Thank
you.

COMWM SSI ONER GAMEZ: Thank you. Ma' am
can you please identify yourself?

M5. QUETTI: Yes. M nane is Lisa Quetti,
and | respectfully ask the CRC to anend
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proposal to renove hospice. Thank you.

COMW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you. Do we
have Wendy Levi ne and Marc Levine here? Maria
Ana Hi dal go?

M5. H DALGO  Good afternoon and thank you
for this hearing. | lost ny father to cancer,
to colon cancer. He was a physician, and as
Hi spanic a lot of the tinmes we do not access
Hospice. | have been able to educate the
community on the inportance of hospice for many
years across ny, ny radio talk show, also a
community service program And | see that this
proposal would destroy a | ot of what we have
done, that it will deliver substandard care to

many patients if we open this door, and there

will be alot of fraud in the comunity as
well. So | am opposed to having hospice on
this bill, on nunber 54. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER GAMEZ:  And | just want to
clarify, you are Ms. Hidal go?

M5. H DALGO Ms. Maria Hidal go.

COMWM SSI ONER GAMEZ: Thank you. Gai
Coniglio, Robert Kunst, and Wanda Gozdz.
Pl ease, this is a remnder if everyone could

just identify thensel ves before they speak.

Veritext Legal Solutions
800-726-7007 305-376-8800



© 00 N o o~ wWw N

N N N N N N P B P PP R R R R
a A W N BB O © 0O N O 0o~ W N+, O

Page 18

Thank you.

M5. CONNAI QO Good afternoon. M nane is
Gail Coniglio, and I amthe Mayor of the Town
of Pal m Beach. First, please let ne thank you
for your countless hours of conmtnent and
study to recommend initiatives for the Florida
bal |l ots and reestablish the direction of the
constitution for the next twenty years.

No one knows the needs of a community
better than the |ocal elected officials chosen
by that community. No one is nore conmtted to
t he success of the city and the quality of life
of its residents. Local officials are held
accountable in their decision making to our
respective communities. Maintaining a proper
bal ance of governnent fromthe federal |aws put
in place in Washington, to the State | aws
enacted in Tall ahassee, to the | aws inplenented
in our nmunicipalities is critical to the
foundation of this country. Participation by
all, especially those closest to the people, is
the fabric of freedom Hone rule makes sure
that the little guys, the cities, keep our
voices. There truly is no one size fits al

solution for governing a society rich in
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diversity and their unique characters.

The Town supports proposal 61 to create
the transparent preenption process to protect
home rule. This should be enacted to keep
State governnent on their tasks and | eave
| ocally specific issues to the cities. State
nmeddl ing in how to address vacation rentals
allows transient activity, erodes
nei ghbor hoods, and negatively inpacts our
comunities. Protecting our grass roots
efforts through bottom up governance all ows our
federal counterparts to focus on itens of
nati onal i nportance.

For decades, Florida's comunities have
taken pride in local laws. As a nother of six,
and a grandnot her of al nost fourteen,
protecting our way of life is critical to ne,
founded on good governnent. Please reconsider
proposition 61, and enact it our Florida
voters. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you.

MR, KUNST: Yes, ny nanme is Bob Kunst.
I"'m here representing the mllion sone hundred
twenty-three thousand votes that we | ed passage

of in 1980. I'mrepresenting also Dr. Alan
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Rockway and Mel ody Mborehead, and all the
peopl e who | ooked at this canpaign as our
fourth election against the need of Brian and
Jerry Falwell. 1In 1977 we had a sneak attack
i n Dade County. W added four words to non-
di scrim nation in housing, enploynent, and
publ i ¢ accomodati ons, affectional sexual
preference. Al of the sudden, it was used as
a total insanity to stop equal rights anendnent
here in Florida, which was a pivotal state.
Because she col |l ected the signatures, called us
everyt hing under the sun, created a whol e
i nsane policy in Dade County, she got 61% of
the vote, we got 92,000 votes.

In round two, the very next year we
coll ected the signatures, we get a floor vote,
and now we get 142,000 signatures, | nean votes
to, and 42% Al of the sudden, we had one of
the comm ssioners in Dade County triple the
nunber of signatures it would take to get on
the ballot the third tinme. So, we go out and
col l ect 33,000 signatures, and then they do a
voter purge to knock us off the ballot for the
presidential primry.

The privacy rights issue was our fourth
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el ection. We went all over this state. W
went before city councils and conm ssions. The
Anita Bryant Falwell gang said this was the gay
rights constitutional anmendnent, said this was
going to legalize abortion, marijuana, the
whol e nine yards. And by the way, we didn't
argue with them we said, yes, because we had
600 murders in Mam, and our position was are
we going to have the police do what they need
to do or worry about who is having sex and who
I's getting high.

When we won the state constitutional
amendnent, we got 60% statew de, in Orange and
Pol k County, which was the seed of the orange
boycott --

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ: Thank you M. Kunst,
t hank you.

MR. KUNST: | just want to add one point.
| have the package here for you with all the
information. Let's not do anot her subterfuge
of the abortion issue --

COMWM SSI ONER GAMEZ: M. Kunst, thank you

MR, KUNST: -- when the issue really is

gay rights here as well.
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COW SSI ONER GAMEZ: Thank you. Proposa
22 is not an active proposal.

M5. GzZDZ: Good afternoon, |I'm Wanda
Gozdz. |1'ma subject matter expert, and an AGM
flight specialist. | oppose the elimnation of
hospi ce CON via Florida constitutiona
amendnent and support an anendnent to take
hospi ce out of proposition 54. Florida is the
third largest state with retirees. dder
adults are living | onger, however taking ten to
twel ve different types of drugs and nedi cations
by the tinme they reach end of life, and
fam | ies beconme overwhel med and turn to hospice
for professional health and counseling
servi ces.

Hospi ce certificate of need is a conpl ex
I ssue and shoul d be considered by the Florida
| egi sl ature and not decided by a constitutional
amendnent. It is the legislature's job to nmake
laws. This is not a law. 95% of hospice care
is paid by the federal governnent through
Medi care or Medicaid. Reinbursenent rates are
fixed and not subject to a free market econony.
Hospice are paid daily by a per diemrate, and

Is the risk assuned benefit providing services,
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products, durable nedical equipnment, et cetera,
and it's not based on a fee for services or
products.

Need for additional hospice prograns are
currently analyzed twi ce a year by AHCA, and
applicants submt and certificates awarded to
neet Florida's growi ng needs. Hospice patients
wi Il be harnmed if hospice CON is abolished as
part of the Florida constitution. It wll
adversely affect the quality of care vul nerable
patients receive, as well as care to their
fam lies received in our conmunity.

It is the legislature's job to make sure
that this does not happen. Regulatory
structure -- there would be chaos in hospice
wi thout a regulatory structure. Hospice
regulation is tied to current CON process, not
licensure. Rural famlies and | ower incone
nei ghbor hoods coul d | ose access to hospi ce and
service altogether if CONis renoved.
Currently, there are very few founded hospice
conpl aints annually. There are no second
chances or do-overs avail able at the end of
life care.

Hospi ce saves taxpayer noney, it reduces
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ER visits to hospitals and readm ssions, and
hospi ce provides care --

COMWM SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you, M. Gozdz.

M5. GQzDZ: Thank you.

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ: David | srael,
Cristina Llorens, and Jeanette Cullen.

MR, | SRAEL: Good afternoon, |'m David
| srael from Delray Beach, Florida, and |I've had
famly and friends who have benefitted greatly
fromthe current nodel of care in end of life
hospi ce care, and | respectfully ask the
Conmi ssion to consider anmendi ng proposal 54 and
renmove hospice and the CON fromthat proposal.
Thank you very nuch.

COW SSI ONER GAMVEZ:  Thank you.

M5. LLORENS: My nane is Cristina Llorens
from Boynt on Beach, Florida, and | also
respectfully ask the CRC to anend prop 54 to
renove hospice. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you.

M5. CULLEN. Hi, nmy nanme is Jeanette
Cullen. | came here today, as nmy famly just
recently used hospice services, and | ask you
to renove hospice from proposition 54. Thank

you.
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COW SSI ONER GAMEZ: Thank you. Marc
Levi ne and Wendy Levine. Ckay. Karen Leavitt,
Deanna Kirtman, and Anni e Betancourt.

M5. LEAVITT: M nane is Karen Leavitt. |
amfrom Fort Lauderdale, and |I respectfully ask
the CRC to anend prop 54 and renove hospi ce.

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you.

M5. KIRTMAN: Good afternoon. [|'m Deanna
Kirtman from M am - Dade County. | thank you
for the chance to address the Comm ssion this
afternoon. | respectfully ask the Conmm ssion
to oppose proposal s ai ned at weakeni ng or
removing local control, and to reject proposals
that could harm our public education system
First, | urge you to please oppose proposal 13,
whi ch woul d preenpt |ocal control. For
exanple, voters from Pensacola to Key West, and
all points in between, shouldn't be able to
dictate if Mam -Dade has an el ected sheriff or
not .

In fact, there are no local, there is no
| ocal call to make such a proposed, nake such
proposed changes to our county governnent. |If
we want change there are neasures already in

place to do so. In 1957 M am -Dade voters
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adopt ed our hone charter. Maintaining hone
rule allows our communities to devel op
comuni ty- based solutions to | ocal problens.

| also ask you to please reject proposal
43, take no action to preenpt |ocal hone rule
i n education or |ocal governnent. 43 would
di m nish local control over school board by
I nposing termlimts on |ocal school board
menbers. That's a decision |ocal voters should
be able to make. And as a product of public
schools | urge no changes to be nade to our
constitution that could underm ne or weaken our
publ i c education system Please oppose
proposals 445 and 71, it's inportant that we
strengt hen and i nprove our systemthat we have
today. A robust and strong public education
systemis vital to our comunity, our state,
and our denocracy.

In closing, | ask you to please oppose the
foll owi ng proposals 4, 13, 43, 45 and 71.
Thank you very nuch for your tinmne.

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you.

MS. BETANCOURT: Good afternoon, ny nane
Is Anni e Betancourt, and M. Chair Beruff,

Menbers of the Commi ssion, | thank you for the
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opportunity to speak today. | stand here as a
private citizen, as a voter, and above all as a
grandnot her to Sienna. W nder sonetines how
our state would ook like in the next twenty
years when the Florida Constitution Revision
convenes again in 2038. | mght not be here,
but it's your |legacy for future generations.

It is hard to imagine that all the
progress that we have made in nodern Florida,
privacy rights would be w ped out instantly,
specifically the proposals to protect our
public rights. A proposal that would elimnate
all existing privacy protection per Florida
constitution would be devastating. |f adopted,
a fundanental protection in Florida
constitution wll vanish, and Floridian's right
to governnent overreach will be weakened.

Thi s Comm ssi on shoul d not even think of
weakeni ng private privacy protection. Privacy
is sacred. | respectfully inplore to preserve
the strong protection we currently have, and
with leading the, without interfering with a
woman's right to control her own body. |
cannot i magi ne how Floridian's right woul d | ook

like in the future if a proposal like this
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woul d pass. Please, please reject any proposal
that would limt privacy protection. Thank you
very much.

COMM SSI ONER GAMEZ: As | -- just as a
rem nder, if you go onto the CRC website you'll
see the active list that the Conm ssioners are
current considering. There is only 37 active
proposals that are currently before the CRC at
this tinme. Proposal 22 is not one of them
So, if you famliarize yourself with the active
proposal s, obviously we will give you an
opportunity to speak, but try to keep your
comments to the ones that we are now
considering in the interest of time. At this
to nme Donna Moreno, Eleanor Levy, and Kelly
G eene.

M5. LEVY: M nane is Eleanor Levy from
Broward County, Fort Lauderdale. | strongly
urge the Comm ssion to oppose proposal 4, the
no aid provision which has for over 130 years
protected private religious practice from
Fl orida's governnment involvenent needs to
continue to insure religious freedom separ at ed
from our governnment's purse strings.

| believe strongly that religious
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education is an inportant conponent of a
child' s education. M children have had

religi ous education, but not at the cost of

t axpayer dollars. | nmade sure that they got
this education at hone, and in the religious
institutions of ny choice, paid for ne, or by
phil anthropic grants to those institutions.
Public schools in Florida are suffering in the
face of insufficient funding. |I'mretired now
after many years in the education arena. |'ma
school vol unteer doing what | can to inprove
the quality of education at no cost to

t axpayers.

Repeal ing the Florida constitution's no
aid provision would divert tax doll ars away
from public schools toward any church or other
religious organization. This is
phil osophically and fiscally untenable, and
under m nes our denocracy. Again, | strongly
urge you to |l eave the Florida Constitution
Article | Section 3, the no aid provision, as
it has stood for 130 years. Pl ease oppose
proposal 4.

M5. MORENO. (Good afternoon. Thank you

for hearing our coments. | ama private
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individual. | don't represent any conpany.

COMWM SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Your nane pl ease?

M5. MORENO. Donna Mbreno.

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you.

M5. MORENO. | ama retired engi neer, and
I now spend nmy tinme volunteering for the
Guardian Ad Litem Program | amhere to
request that you reject proposal nunber 4. |
have toured just about every public school in
the | ower inconme areas of Broward County, and I
can't imagi ne what those schools woul d | ook
like if their funding was taken away and gi ven
to the private institutions. | speak on behalf
of the children whose best interests | have
represented in court, as well as ny own
children and future grandchildren. Pl ease
rej ect proposal nunber 4.

| know proposal 22 is not in
consideration, but just in case it cones back
into consideration | would like to say on
behal f of ny kids, ny own personal kids as well
as the kids | represent in court, please vote
no on proposal 22.

And | astly, proposal 29, where e-verify

woul d have to be used. As an engineer, | used
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to be a product manager for a jet engine
manufacturing facility, and because we were a
governnent contractor we had to use e-verify.
That was a nightmare. It was inconpl ete data.
It was erroneous at tines, and errors were nade
because we couldn't trust the data that we had.

My husband is a small business owner, and
to think that he's going to have to go through
e- verify, it would be a nightmare, and it
woul d al so be very costly, because we literally
woul d have to have sonebody dedicated to the
e-verify system Thank you for your tine.

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ: Thank you. Kelly
Greene, Marc Levine, Wendy Levine. kay.

Chery Levin, Carolann Mazza, and R cardo
| barri a.

MR I BARRIA: (Good afternoon. M nane is
Ricardo Ibarria, and | live in Mam Dade
County. | urge the CRC to oppose proposal 4.
W live in times of great disunity, and all who
are acting for the public good should seek to
maxi m ze unity and mninmze division in every
way that we can. Separation or non-separation
of church and state is one of the nost

I mpactful dividing issues that we face as a

Veritext Legal Solutions
800-726-7007 305-376-8800



© 00 N o o~ wWw N

N N N N N N P B P PP R R R R
a A W N BB O © 0O N O 0o~ W N+, O

Page 32

nation. Proposal 4 goes to the heart of this
di vi si on.

Because we don't know what happens when we
die, over the mllennia humanity has devel oped
not one but thousands of belief systens to
attenpt to answer this fundanmental question,
what happens to us when we die. Those beli ef
systens have provided great confort and
gui dance to the human race. They have in many
ways civilized us, but they have al so caused an
enor nous anount of conflict and division. CQur
founding fathers, and the authors of the State
Fl orida constitution intended to vote protect
religious freedom and fashion a governnent
separating itself fromreligious questions to
assure it did not favor any religious
institution and by doi ng so di sfavor anot her
one.

This no aid provision has been part of our
constitution since 1885, and has worked
successfully to insure religious freedomfrom
State entanglenent. Further, Florida voters
overwhelmngly rejected an attenpt to repea
the no aid provision just six years ago in

2012. Fl ori di ans do not want to see these
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protections go away, and the CRC should not try
to renove them yet again. Please vote no on
proposal 4, and thank you for your service and
tinme.

M5. MAZZA: Good afternoon, ny nane is
Carol ann Mazza. | live in Fort Lauderdale.
Pl ease oppose proposal 4. Please preserve the
no aid provision. This is the thing side of a
fat wedge, opening the door to weakening and/or
elimnating the separation of church and state.
A governnent should not aid any religion in a
secul ar society. Allow ng taxpayer noney to be
used to support religious endeavors is akin to
endorsing certain religions. | do not want ny
tax dollars to go to any religious institution,
and nost Floridians agree with ne.

Thi s proposal opens the door to governnent
i ndoctrination and prosel ytizing. Were would
it stop? Please protect Floridians from
governnent intrusion into religious practices.
Pl ease oppose proposal 4 and preserve the no
ai d provision.

Additionally, 1'd like to also urge you to
rej ect proposal 22 if it ever conmes up again,

and al so pl ease preserve hone rule. Thank you
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very nmuch for your service and your tine.
COMW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you. Chery
Levin, Kelly Geene, Marc Levine, Wendy Levine?
M5. LEVIN. Thank you. [|I'm Cheryl Levin.
| don't want to step on sonebody's toes, but
Cheryl, Proposal 4? Ckay, thank you. I'm
urging the CRC to oppose proposal 4. 1In 2012
Fl ori di ans voted against the repeal to no aid,
and the CRC should not undo what the voters
already did. Religion does not belong in
public schools at all, and this proposal would
easily lead to that bad result.
My year in first grade in 1962 in
Abi ngt on, Pennsyl vani a reveal ed what damage can

happen when religion is in the schools. |

found nornings very unconfortable. | had to
sit inacircle, listen to a bible reading.
was young, inarticulate, I didn't know what was

going on, but I knew this was not ny religion
being read to ne. | couldn't say anything, not
even to ny parents. The practice stopped in
second grade w thout explanation. | didn't
dare ask why because |I didn't want to jinx
anyt hi ng.

| graduated from el enentary school, and
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now taking for granted that | would never be
subjected to that again, and | didn't give it
anot her thought until 1974 in coll ege when |
started taking constitutional |aw classes, read
the school prayer cases fromthe '60's, and was
shocked and shaken to see that my schoo
di strict, Abington, Pennsylvania, was one of
t hose school prayer cases. | had a physica
reaction to this. | had to cal mnyself down,
assure nyself | would never be subjected to
this again. I1t's a |lot of damage that can be
done to children when they are forced to listen
to or hear about a religion that they're just
not prepared to hear about.

Pl ease, | beg you vote agai nst proposal 4.
Thank you.

CAPTAI N MARLOW El ai ne Terner, Robert
Ki ng, and Ronne Denbo.

MS. TERNER H, I'mElaine Terner. 1've
been a resident in Florida for since 1971. |
al so serve on the Broward County Advi sory Board
for individuals with disabilities, one of ny
passions, and |'"mhere to inplore you to oppose
passi ng proposal 22. | have a

thirty-seven-year- old son with autismliving
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in a group home, and | need to have conplete
freedomto be able to nmake decisions for himin
every regard of his life. So, |I'm asking you
pl ease don't |imt ny ability to take care of
him  Thank you.

M5. DENBO Hello. [I'm Ronne Denbo from
Margate, and | think you for allowing ne this
time. |I'mgoing to reiterate that our founding
father, Thomas Jefferson, stated the intent of
the First Amendnent was the separation of
church and state. Florida nust hol d steadfast
to continue the wall between church and state.
Qur treasury nonies need to continue to be used
for public education. Public education is open
to all without discrimnation and provides
access to equal opportunity w thout any regard
to their beliefs.

| think that you allowi ng this on ball ot
with the words religious freedom which I
really object to, | think it would be an
opening for a floodgate deci ding which
religious groups would be worthy of state
funds. The decision to go to a religious
institution is a choice. Public education is a

requirenment. Do not take any funds away, it is
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totally unaccept abl e.

And if you want to do religious freedom
and you want to engage the budget, then you
need to find noney to do sonething |ike that.
There's only a finite noney in the budget for
education, and none of it can go to religious
organi zation institutions.

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ: Robert King, Kelly
G eene, Marc Levine, Wendy Levine? kay.

Nancy Abudo, Ana Segura, Mubarak Dahir.

M5. ABUDO. Good afternoon. M nane is
Nancy Abudo. |I'mthe Legal Director for the
ACLU of Florida, and | want to thank you for
your conm tnment and your service to --

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ: | f everyone, |I'm
sorry -- we're going to have a hard tine
hearing the speakers if the applause is really
loud. | don't want to di scourage your support
of the speakers, but it makes it very difficult
for us to hear up here, and I don't want to cut
into her tinme, so if you can. Please go
forward

M5. ABUDO Okay. And I'mgoing to assune
that | get a few nore seconds.

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Yes.
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M5. ABUDO Al right. Again, | just want
to thank you for your service on the
Conmm ssion, and commitnent to transparency.

I'"'m here also to encourage you to vote agai nst
proposal 4, known as the no aid provision.

This -- this provision, or proposal, is not a
slight nodification or a friendly anmendnment, it
Is actually a conplete repeal to Florida's
comm tment to uphol ding the establishnment

cl ause as protected under our state and federal
constitutions.

It's also unfortunate that this Conmm ssion
is even considering this issue given that it's
been presented, debated, and wholly rejected
al ready, as evidence by a 2004 case Busch V.

Hol mes, in which an appellate court has al ready
upheld Florida's no aid provision. W also see
that even with the establishnment clause in
effect we still have to remain vigilant in
ternms of protecting the separation of powers,
as evidenced by our recent w n agai nst Brevard
County regarding its invocation speaker
policies, and our settlenent against

M am -Dade's jail wth respect to the denial of

Hal al diets, or Halal conpliant diet to
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pre-trial detainees.

Believe it or not, the ACLUis commtted
to diplomacy. W try very hard to avoid
litigation if possible. M comments, as well
as the many others you' ve already heard, are an
exanple of that. But we do recognize that this
provi sion we believe is conpletely
unconstitutional. W would hate for the
Conmm ssion as an effort to support this
proposal to open itself to unnecessary
litigation. So again, we encourage you to vote
agai nst the proposal, and thank you for your
serious consideration. Thank you.

COMW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you.

M5. SEGURA: Good afternoon Honorabl e
Chair and Comm ssioners. M nane is Ana
Seqgura. | reside in the Fort Lauderdale, and I
cone here today to urge you to vote agai nst any
proposed reconsi deration of proposal 22. The
people in Florida have spoken by voting in 1980
for a strong protection of the right of
privacy. The Florida privacy protections are
stronger, and in addition to those provided in
the federal constitution.

It is no | onger debatable that the privacy
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right in Florida is a fundanental

constitutional right that is not benefit to

di scl osure of information. The Florida Suprene
Court and federal courts have so held if
proposal 22 were to be reconsidered, and

consi dered again, or put on the ballot and to
be adopted, previously rendered court decisions
pertaining to personal autonony choices wll no
| onger have precedential value. Today we
cannot know what intrusions due to technol ogy
advances would bring. W do need to ensure

t hat human progress continues, but it nust be
bal anced with the strong protection of our
right of privacy.

Justice Brandeis said that the right of
privacy is the nost valued right by civilized
people. Let's do our part today, and let's
protect this precious right. | have brought
copies for you of the petition paper that was
prepared by John Meales. He is an expert
recogni zed internationally on privacy nmatters.
| invite you respectfully to read it carefully.
Thank you so nmuch for your consideration.

COMW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you.

MR, DAHIR  Thank you for the opportunity
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to speak today. M nane is Miubarak Dahir. |'m
a fifteen-year resident and voter of Fort
Lauderdal e, and |I'm here today to strongly urge
you to oppose proposal 4, which would elimnate
our state's current prohibition of taxpayer
noney being directed by the State to any
particular religious entity.

As the son of a Southern Baptist nother
and a Muslimfather who was raised in a Quaker
school | know first-hand how inportant it is
that the state not give any favor to any one
religious belief or its institutions, nor
di sadvant age any other. Renoving the no aid
provi sion risks doing just that, so | strongly
urge you to oppose proposal 4. Thank you.

COMWM SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you. Ronni e
Hel ler, Vicki MIIls, Dan Cook.

M5. HELLER: |I'm Ronnie Heller. |I'mnot a
man. Pl ease vote no on prop 29, the fraud e-
verify system \What coul d possibly go wong
you m ght ask? | do ask. Electronic systens
designed to verify and protect us are often a
chal |l enge. Exanples. During a recent election
when | was a precinct captain at a polling

station a husband canme to vote around 6:00 p. m
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He was not on the voter list, but his wife who
he said he still lived with had the sane
address for at |east twenty-five years, and had

breakfast with that norning, had voted, but he

was gone fromthe voter list. It turns out his
name had been expunged. | was told when |
call ed he was noved to Nebraska. | didn't |ook
it -- it didn't look like this to ne.

Second, ny friend Tony is erroneously on
the no-fly list. He is in his md-seventies,
wor ked his entire career in the airline
busi ness, is highly trained and specially
qualified for conplex engines, is a nechanic,
and he's always pulled over when he's traveling
because he's on the list. There is nothing he
can do other than always arrive very early, so
he and his wife nake their flights. He's
al ways cl eared because his nane is the only
thing that matches their erroneous list, and he
resenbl es nothing in any ot her way what soever
on the |ist.

So, what could possibly go wong with e-
verify? Not allow ng | egal workers to support
thenselves and their famlies. ['Il let you

honorably answer this as well by please voting
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no on prop 29. Thank you.

COMW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you.

MR. COOK: Good afternoon, |adies and
gentlenen. | am Dani el Cook, a resident of
Broward County, and a nenber of the Board of
Directors of the ACLU of Florida. | speak
agai nst proposal 4, which would delete Article
| Section 3 of our Florida Constitution, the no
aid clause, which provides that no state
revenue shall be used to aid any church or
sectarian institution.

Whien | was in grade school in the 1950's
we were taught that America is a nelting pot,
and as an adult | can see that is the strength
of our nation and our state. | went to public
school with Jews and Gentiles, whites and
bl acks, and that's good preparation for working
and living together with people of different
backgr ounds.

Supporters of proposal 4 want to divert
funds from nei ghborhood school s, send taxpayer
noney to religious schools by vouchers, and
this will re-segregate our schools, not by race
but by religion. Jews will go to Jew sh

schools. Catholics will go to Catholic
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schools. Protestants will go to Protestant
schools. Evangelicals will go to Evangeli cal
schools, and that is not the Anerican way.

This is not about protecting individual
religious belief. Proposal 4 is about letting
religi ous organi zations use tax dollars for
religious activity, and the no aid provision
protects religious |liberty by keeping religious
I nstitutions independent fromstate fundi ng and
state entanglenent, and | urge the Conm ssion
to vote no on proposal 4. Also, | want to
t hank the Conm ssion, or the Judiciary
Commttee for voting agai nst proposal 22, and
shoul d this issue reappear before the
Conmm ssi on, please vote no on proposal 22, as
It would open up major portions of our lives to
gover nment i ntrusion.

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you.

M5. MLLS: Hello Comm ssioners. M nane
is Vicki MIlIs. 1'mnot accustoned to speaking
in front of a lot of people so I'mgoing to use
this. | want to thank you for the opportunity.
| agree with everything the gentleman just said
before ne. |'mhere to oppose proposition,

proposal 4. | have sonething special to share
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with you. This is a cautionary tale about what
happens when church and state are not kept
separate. | appreciate you allowing ne to tel
this short but very inportant story fromny own
experience of living in Budapest Hungary for

ni ne years.

After the fall of Communismin 1990, there
was nmuch optim smfor a buddi ng denocracy. |
bought a small apartnment in 2007, and began
living there a few nonths every year unti
2016, until | no longer felt safe there and I
sold the apartnment. The reason being, in 2010
Vi ktor Orban becane prinme mnister. H's party
had a coalition with the Christian Denocrats
party. His landslide victory gave hima super
maj ority, which gave hi m power to change the
whol e country's constitution, and now they
don't know when they can ever get hi m out
because he changed it for his own reasons.

He began calling Hungary a Christian
country, which opened doors to institutiona
bias to anyone who was not Christian. At this
time Gypsy's are in work canps, Jew sh peopl e
are living wwth discrimnation from

institutionalized anti-Semtism and | saw with
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my own eyes Muslimmgrants put on trains, a la
Wrld War I1. | was there for that. The
country now suffers a steep popul ation decline,
as few people want to nove there --
COW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you, Ms. MIIs.
M5. MLLS: -- and |large nunbers of
peopl e, especially the young and t he educat ed,
are leaving that country --

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ: Thank -- thank you,

Ms. MIlIs.
M5. MLLS: ~-- for a nore inclusive
society. | urge you --

COMW SSI ONER GAMEZ: Ms. M Is, thank you.

M5. MLLS: -- this can happen very, very
qui ckly. Thank you so nuch for this
opportunity.

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you.

M5. MLLS: | saw this happen in two --

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ: Thank -- thank you,
Ms. MIls. M. MIls --

M5. MLLS: -- years.

COMWM SSI ONER GAMEZ: -- thank you. | need
to call up other people. Thank you. Marg
Chauvi n, Thonas Regni er, Lisa Robertson.

M5. ROBERTSON: Good afternoon. |
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appreciate the tine to speak before this

Comm ssion. M nane is Lisa Robertson, and |I'm
a retired educator and public-school

adm nistrator with over thirty years

experience. |I'mhere to voice just a few
perspectives fromny experience and ny vantage
poi nt concerning three of your education
proposal s that came from your education
subcomm tt ee.

Proposal 43, limting school board nenber
terns to eight years inadvertently can open
school board races to be subjected to many a
busi ness interest. There is |oss of |ocal
hi storical know edge, and the persona
comunity investnent that's been based on tine
by the people that run for the school board.
In order to facilitate district stability a
recommendation to limt service to twelve years
if termlimts are going to be pursued and
I nposed.

Proposal 4, by elimnating the no aid to
sectarian institution wording you are sinply
al l owi ng public education funds to be diverted
into private and religious schools. Yes,

nmoni es would be used to instruct, hence nonies
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can be used to teach religious instruction,
which is not wong, but definitely not the
design or intent of the public education
funding. A separation of church and state is
supported by many Floridians and repealing the
Bl ai ne Anendnent which prohibits state tax
dollars frombeing used directly or indirectly
in aid of any church, sect, or religious
denom nati on, should not be revisited,
chal | enged, or altered.

Proposal 71 all owi ng statew de schoo
aut hori zer underm nes your |ocal education
deci si on and deci si on-maki ng power of parents.
Local boards have an investnent in
muni ci palities and are charged with nmaking the
nost beneficial decisions for their
communities. A distant independent approver
could make a decision with little to no
background, history, or know edge of the
I npact, thus inadvertently creating nore
probl ens for the | ocal School Board and schoo
district. Local Boards is that their control
are closer to the people in their comunities
they serve, and their | ocal decision-naking

power should not be renoved --
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COW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you, M.
Robert son.

M5. ROBERTSON: -- weakened, or rel egated.
Thank you.

COMWM SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you. Marg.

M5. CHAWIN |I'mMarg Chauvin. 1'ma
resident of Central Florida, and | am |
vol unteer down here in state parks, it's the
reason why |'mdown this way. Thank you for
the opportunity to address you. M concern is
proposition, proposal 4, which | urge you to
oppose. We all know that high, that religion
is a highly charged subject, and history has
shown us that religious beliefs are the source
of bigotry and hostility towards those of
different beliefs. |, |like many others,
probably have experienced -- | have
experiences, and | assune that others have,
because ny beliefs didn't match sone of the
ot hers.

By using the state funds to aid a specific
religion, a sect, a church, or sectarian
institution, the state of Florida is
denonstrating favoritism and thus the state

becones a progenitor of bigotry. | don't think
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I want ny tax dollars to go for that. 1In the
proposition it says that the funds cannot be
used except for to honor accepted norals, so |
wonder who decides the basic public norals, and
who is going to be there to enforce and insure
that the funds are spent correctly and not
bei ng bi ased.

So, |I'masking that, what the
justification for this particular renoval of --
sorry. |I'mjust asking you renobve proposition
4, proposal 4, thank you.

MR REGNIER  Hello, ny nane is Tom
Regnier, and |'mhere to speak in favor of
proposal 11. And |I'm hol ding up a bunper
sticker that says support voter choice, vote
yes on 11. Now, this was printed in 1998, and
it refers to revision 11 that the previous
Constitution Revision Conm ssion put on the
bal | ot, which was a package of proposals that
woul d reform el ections, and one of those
proposal s was that whenever there was a | ocal
race where only one party was running
candidates in primaries, all the voters in that
area would get to vote in that election even

t hough they weren't nenbers of that party.
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This woul d open up elections. It would be
nore denocratic. More people would have a say
in who gets to hold that position.
Unfortunately, there was a | oophol e that people
didn't realize at first, and that is the wite
i n | oophole. \Whenever there was a wite in
candi date, we were no |onger able to have that
rule apply. So now we have proposal 11 which
gets rid of the wite in |loophole, so |I'm
sayi ng support voter choice, vote yes on 11. |
don't know who made it nunber 11, if that was
just a coincidence or what, but thank you for
allowing ne to use ny bunper sticker again
twenty years later. Thank you so nuch.

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ: Robert King, Kelly
G eene, Marc Levine, Wendy Levine? Al right.
Joseph DeAngelis, Joanne Sterner, Mggie
Davi dson. M. DeAngelis?

MR, DEANGELIS: Yes. M nane is Joseph
DeAngelis. | ama Florida citizen and
t axpayer, and |I'm speaki ng agai nst proposal 22.
I know it's not being considered, but |I've been
told that it could be brought to the floor and
they could vote on it. Please don't vote for

this. Do not put it on the ballot. 1'd like
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you to renmenber what our Senator Marco Rubi o
said, that our rights are not privileges from
governnent, they are rights because they are
given to us by God, they are natural rights and
the state cannot take themaway fromus. Thank
you for |istening.

M5. STERNER  Good afternoon. It's nice
to see two Broward people on the Comm ssion, SO
t hank you Sm th, Comm ssioner Smth and
Conmm ssioner Keiser. |It's good to see you al
again. And thank you all for com ng to Broward
County. M nane is Joanne Sterner, and |I'mthe
Presi dent of the National Organization for
Wnen, the Broward County Chapter.

Today | want to urge you not to bring back
proposal 22. Section 23, right to privacy, was
first added in 1980, and was revised and
adopted in 1998. This anendnent over the years
has kept wonen's, wonen free and cl ear of
governnent intrusion into private |ife. Many
tinmes, the Florida legislature has tried to
interfere, and it's our hope this amendnent,
even though voted down in the Judiciary
Commttee, wll not be brought back to the

floor for a whole Comm ttee vote.
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Thi s anmendnent saves |ives of wonmen who
are facing an uni ntended pregnancy. They nust
have access to safe, |legal abortion services
regardl ess of who they are and where they live.
Wnen need reassurance that their decision is
bei ng protected, and will not be chall enged by
some who want to interfere. As George, Dr.
Ceorge Stiller has said, we need to trust
wonen. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Ms. Davi dson.

V5. DAVIDSON: Yes, ny nane is Mggie
Davi dson, and hello to our Broward peopl e.
Thank you for being here and thank you for the
Commi ssioners all to be here. W're happy to
see you here in Broward. |'m-- | just wanted
to nmention that | think it was Thursday or
Friday we got this phone call that prop 22 had
been taken off. Well, there were so many happy
woren in Broward, | nean we were spreading the
news, and like five mnutes later we got an
e-mai |l saying, well, nmaybe not, nmaybe it's
going to cone back on, and they can do it
anot her way, and they don't have to do -- |I'm
like, wait a mnute, we need to have a better

system here.
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| -- 1 really hope that you will not in
any way bring prop 22 back. W wonen have been
fighting for so long to keep our privacy, and
we need you to take that into consideration,
and | hope that you will do that, thank you.

COMW SSI ONER GAMEZ: Dana Aber man, Mary
Manupel | a, Wanda Franci s.

M5. ABERVAN.  Hello, ny nane is Dana
Aber man, and | support what nost of the
citizens here have said. | amrequesting that
the CRC renove proposal 4 fromany ball ot.
This woul d open up the door for state funded,
funding of religious institutions. Churches
cannot have it both ways. They don't pay
taxes, and now they can't take our tax noney.
The decl aration of independence nade it very
cl ear the separation of church and state, so |
propose that the only wall that we should be
building in this country is the one between
church and state.

M5. MANUPELLA: [|'m Mary Manupel | a, Fort
Lauderdal e, Florida, and I'Il just echo --

CHAI R Excuse ne one second pl ease.

M5. MANUPELLA: Oh, sorry.

CHAIR. Excuse ne. W recognize that
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everybody has passions about the different
subject matters here. Mdam Chair gave ne

perm ssion to take the m crophone for a second.
W woul d respect if you would |ike to use the
cards that are supportive and non-supportive so
we can continue the neeting. | appreciate your
consi deration, and your courtesy. Thank you so
much.

COMM SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Ckay.

M5. MANUPELLA: Mary Manupel |l a, Fort
Lauderdal e, Florida. | just want to echo what
Dana, who spoke just before ne, said about
proposal 4. W need to strengthen our public
school s, not weaken them and sendi ng noney out
to religious institutions will only weaken
public schools, and we need to strengthen the
separation of church and state, not weaken it,
so it needs to not see the |light of day.

And 1'd also want to help drive a stake
t hrough the heart of proposal 22. | amold
enough to renmenber when abortions were not
| egal , and what happened to wonen in back
all eys. And wonen have been having abortions
ever since they've been getting pregnant, which

is along tinme, and they wll forever, so do
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not push them back in the back alleys. They
deserve | egal and safe abortion services.

M5. FRANCI S: Thank you, Conmi ssioners.

My nane is Wanda Francis. | reside here in
Fort Lauderdale. | ama great grandnother.
I'"'ma grandnother. |'ma nother. And |I'ma

manager in the public schools of Broward
County, and | urge you to vote no, or take
proposition 4 off the ballot. If you could see
the school that ny eighth grader goes to, the
wal | s are not painted, the chairs are broken,
the clocks don't work, and you can't even sit
out side w thout garbage all around.

And there is such a thing as separation of
church and state, and the religious schools
here in Broward County can certainly afford
what they, what they have. | |ooked into
sending nmy great grandchild to a religious
school and the anmpunt of noney in tuition was
astronomcal. | do not want ny tax dollars
going to any religious institution.

Secondly, on proposition 22, | knowit's
tabl ed, and | echo Maggi e Davi dson's statenent,
we got the e-mail that it could be heard again.

| amurging you, urging you not to put this on
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the table. Wnen's rights are attacked at
every Tal | ahassee session, and nonth after
nonth we have to fight to nake sure that bills
are not passed that attack a wonen's right to
choose. Thank you.

CHAIR. Pl ease renenber. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Lauri e Wodwar d.

Rosa Val derrama, Elizabeth Minby.

M5. WOOCDWARD: Good afternoon. My nane is
Laurie Whodward Garcia, and | cone to you today
as a nother. | amhere on behalf of ny child.
My job as a nother is to fee ny child, clothe
nmy child, and nmake sure that she has an
adequat e education. But | also have a
responsibility as a nother to defend her
constitution, and defend her future Florida, so
| amurging you to vote no on proposal 4.
Definitely please do not bring back 22. As a
smal | busi ness owner, | would say no to
e-verify, and no on 22. And | al so support the
hone rule | aw

|"mparticularly concerned about proposal
4 because it renoves the Bl ai ne Anendnent, and
it prohibits, which currently prohibits public

funding going into religious education. | ama
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Catholic, but | amalso, nore proudly | ama
menber of the American Muslim Denocratic
Caucus. So, | believe firmy that we have to
make sure that there is a separation of church
and state. W've always held this belief. W
need to continue to do that in the state of
Florida, so | urge you again to vote no on
proposal 4. Thank you.

COMW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you.

MS. VALDERRAMA:  Hello. Thank you for
this opportunity to speak. Thank you so nuch
for comng to Broward County. M nane is Rosa
Valderrama. |'man immgrant. | ama U S
Citizen. | ama business owner, and | am a
resi dent of Fort Lauderdale, Florida. And |I'm
here because | want to urge the Conm ssioners,
all of you, to not bring back proposal 22. W
are all aware that this is tabled, and we are
all aware where this is going.

It's an extrenely disingenuous proposal.
The | anguage i s deceptive, it purports to
provi de privacy protections when in reality
what it does is restrict our privacy rights.
In the begi nning when this proposal first cane

out we were told by different nenbers of the
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Commi ssion that this had nothing to do with
abortion access. That story has changed now.
How di d this change?

Al of the sudden the position has
changed, now it does have to do with abortion
access, and now it's contended that in its
original draft the privacy clause did not nean
to protect wonen's privacy rights, it was only
to protect information privacy. WeIlIl, you just
had soneone who was part of witing that clause
in 1980 present an am cus brief to the court
saying that that is not the case, that when it
was witten it was discussed that it was
supposed to be broad anple protection.

Do not try to manipulate voters with this
deceptively worded proposal. Wnen facing an
uni nt ended pregnancy nust have access to safe
| egal abortion services regardless of their zip
code, regardless of their race or immgration
status, and regardl ess of their bank account.
The wonen of Florida will not be fooled by this
under handed attack on our privacy rights.

Thank you.

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ: Eli zabet h Munby,

Robert King, Brenda Forman, Natalie Gol dstein,
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Joanna Nagy, C. Seabright, Laura G ffore, Terry
Scheckwitz, Sandy Lew s, Sel ene Vasquez, George
Vasquez, Rhonda Amr.

M5. VASQUEZ: Thank you for allowng ne to
speak, Conmittee. M nane is Sel ene Vasquez.
I'"'ma librarian, so | have based nuch of ny
life on the love and truth in books. |In George
Owell's' 1984 big brother is always watching,
and the authorities know your every intention
and action. Proposal 22, and any terrible
future manifestations of it, is a violation of
our right to privacy for nen and wonen. Any
threat to privacy brings us close to a terrible
and dangerous vision of the future. It's a
dystopia that once it begins can never be
unchanged, and you stand there with generations
of children waiting your judgnent call on how
much privacy you're willing to all ow people to
have, and it's terrifying what's happening in
the future.

So, | beg you, | plead with you to pl ease
take into consideration that the | ack of
privacy destroys humanity as a whole. Thank
you.

CHAI R Madam
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COW SSI ONER GAMEZ: |If you could identify
yoursel f once nore.

M5. VASQUEZ: M nane is Sel ene Vasquez.

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you.

MR, VASQUEZ: Hi, |I'm CGeorge Vasquez. [|'m
Sel ene' s husband, and | just support -- there
are a |lot of nmen out here who support wonen's
choice. And | would like to say that | think
behind all of this is a need for sonme nen to
control wonen, and to take their rights from
them and it's couched in sonme kind of
religious overtone, and I don't think that it's
about religion at all, it's about control.
Thank you.

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ: Rhonda Amir, Robin
Raynond, Kathy Schauer.

M5. RAYMOND: My nane is Robin Raynond.
I"'ma Florida -- | was born in Florida, and |I'm
here agai nst proposition 22. No woman wants to
have to nake that choice, and it could be any
situation where they m ght need an aborti on.

It happened to ne. | had to make a deci sion
about nedically, for ny life at stake, and |
certainly did not need the governnent invol ved

in making that decision. | didn't even tell ny
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not her and not her in-1| aw.

| didn't want -- you know, this is -- we
don't want -- hands off fromthe governnent.
And unl ess you' re planning on acconpanyi ng all
this decision, and havi ng peopl e have an
unwanted child that they are not prepared to
have, wi th acconpanyi ng budget financing for
that child' s Iife and care for a nedically per
child, then, you know, there's connotations,
there's ramfications that cone with that. So,
what about who's going to take care of these
children if you start restricting our right to
have that choice. W need the choice. So,

t hank you very nuch. Thank you.

M5. SCHAUER: Hello. Thank you for having
us, Comm ssioners. M nane is Kathy Schauer.
I"ma resident of Fort Lauderdale, and also the
Presi dent of the Pro-Choice Coalition of
Broward County. |'malso a grandnother with
two ador abl e granddaughters. They don't live
in Florida; however, |'ve been thinking
recently what if they did live in Florida and
they got ol der, and would they have the sane
privacy rights that | have.

| do have two ni eces here, or severa
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ni eces actually, and the sane for them what
kind of privacy rights will they have in a few
years if this proposal 22 does take effect.
It's very concerning, and | just wanted to read
the, that portion of the Florida constitution
on the right of privacy.

It says right of privacy, every natural
person has a right to be et alone and free
from governnent, governnental intrusion into
the person's private life, except as otherw se
provi ded therein. This was adopted by a
majority of Florida voters in 1980, and it has
served us well, and who woul d not want to have
this privacy protection. And if it's been
working all of these years, why change it?
Well, there's an answer to that, and it's an
agenda, an agenda that really has nothing to do
wi th privacy but everything to do with
controlling Florida wonen's rights to privacy,
and their control of their bodies and
reproductive nmatters, especially abortion.

W see the sane agenda in the Florida
| egi sl ature constantly trying to chip away at
the right of choice while the privacy anendnent

has of fered sone protection.
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COW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you, M.
Schauer.

M5. SCHAUER  Ckay.

COMW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Cat herine Syed,

El i zabeth Perez, Richard Hancock.

M5. SYED: Hi, ny nane is Katy Syed. |
t hank you for comng to Broward, and | ask you
today to vote no on proposal 97. | was part of
the grassroots coalition which collected
signatures to put the voting rights restoration
amendnent on the 2018 ballot. It takes a small
mracle to put a citizen-initiated nmeasure on
the ballot in Florida. W were out in the
rain. W were out in the sun. W worked hard
to collect the required signatures by the
deadline, and it will take nore hard work to
pass the nmeasure by 60% now that it will be on
the ballot in 2018.

Proposal 97 would silence the voice of
such denocratic initiatives. The threshold has
al ready been raised to a |l evel higher than many
ot her states. The people's voice in Florida
must be heard loudly and clearly, not silenced
with new and unfair rules. | urge Comm ssion

Menbers to let freedomrein and denocracy shine
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fromthe great state of Florida, vote no on
proposal 97.

And | would also agree with Maggi e
Davi dson and ot hers who have spoken and urge
you to exercise respect and vote no on proposal
22. Respect the will of voters. Respect the
vote of your own Judicial Commttee and the
peopl e of Florida. Respect our privacy.
Pl ease stay out of our bedroons, our private
deci sions, and doctor's offices. Vote no on
proposal 22 should it be considered by the full
Comm ssion. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER GAMEZ: Thank you. Elizabeth
Perez.

M5. PEREZ: Good afternoon, ny nane is
El i zabeth Perez. | ama nother, and a resident
of Boynton Beach, and owner of a snall wonan
owned engineering firm and | ama Board Menber
of the Florida Storm Water Association. Thank
you for this opportunity to present to you. W
understand that CRC 95 is no | onger acti ve,
however, we understand that that procedurally
could return, sone or all of it, so |l wll nake
my conmments brief given that.

| am very concerned about several aspects
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of CRC 95 with the potential inpacts of | ocal
governnents to manage our water resources and
stormwater systens. This is particularly true
here in South Florida, and throughout really
all of Florida. Such a broadly witten clause
coul d have definite, serious, and | ong, |ong
| asting inpacts on our water resources. Froma
wat er quality perspective, all of water bodies
in Florida are given a designated use by FDEP

This is very inportant, and you all know
this since you all represent different aspects
of Florida. FDEP adm nisters this program
given the scientific conplexity of our water
sheds. There are five water body desi gnated
uses in Florida, drinking, shellfish,
recreational, agricultural, and industrial.
Furthernore, on top of this we have four types
of waters; |akes, streans, fresh and marine
estuaries, and canals. And we all know about
canals here in South Florida.

Sone of our water bodies are also nore
i npai red than others, so we need to address
that as well as |ocal governnents. On top of
this, there are different criteria based in

which part of Florida you are from Therefore,
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as a state, there is a lot of conplexity, and
our | ocal governnents have to address this
through their water resources and storm water
prograns. Tying the hands of |ocal governnent
is particularly problematic here in South
Fl ori da through CRC 95 where our | ocal
gover nment - -

COW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you, Ms. Perez.
M. Hancock.

MR. HANCOCK: Yes, ny nane -- ny nanme is
Ri chard Hancock. | am an Qakl and Park
resident, and | am here to encourage you to
support and vote yes on proposal 67 which woul d
phase out greyhound racing. | ama greyhound
rescue and adoption advocate for nore than
twenty years, with nore -- adopting nmany
greyhounds, and fostering even nore. | have
spoken with animal |overs throughout the state
of Florida who | ook forward to the opportunity
to finally have a vote to see an end to
gr eyhound raci ng.

They read all the reports of the horrific
injuries, and the use of steroids and ot her
drugs |i ke opioids and stinmulants on the dogs,

whi ch should not be tolerated. | have a
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pi cture here of two greyhounds, Mm and
Bonni e, that | rescued froma clinic in Mam
where they had been taken for euthanasia. They
had broken hocks, which is not an unconmon
injury, that is usually a death sentence for a
raci ng dog. This picture shows them after

recei ving proper veterinary care, and they are
heal ed now and in | oving hones. This is all

wi thout any help fromthe industry that they
served.

And as you consider prop 67, please be
aware that there is a nationw de network of
greyhound adoption groups that will work
together to absorb the retiring racers when
this proposal is passed and put into effect.
So nowit is the tine for a hunane society to
bring an end to the destructive year after year
cycle of breeding, exploitation, and the
eventual disposal of this very gentle breed.
So please let the voters be heard on these
deadl y dog races, and support prop 67 to end
greyhound raci ng, thank you.

COMW SSI ONER GAMEZ:  Thank you. At this
time, we will be taking a five-m nute recess.

(Thereupon, the neeting is in recess.)
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CHAIR If everybody will take a seat, and
we'll start reconvening this neeting.

Thank you for your patience. M.
Karlinski, Comm ssioner, you have the gavel.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI :  Good aft ernoon,
and wel cone back. Sane ground rules apply. W
are going to call three people up and ask you
to be ready to speak and limt your comments to
two mnutes. So, our next three speakers w ||
be Helen Kirton, Mchelle Llosa, and Annalise
Smth. Wlcone to the CRC. M. Kirton.

M5. KIRTON: Yes, thank you Menbers of the
Comm ssion for --

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI: Pl ease state your
nane.

M5. KIRTON:. My nane is Helen Kirton. |
am one of hundreds of Floridians that submtted
a proposal for our State's constitution. The
reason |' mspeaking is |I'mkind of baffled by
the | ack of proposals being considered from
citizens who submtted them Nearly not, nore
t han 99% of proposals were thrown out.

I nstead, you are considering proposals that a
majority of us living in this state do not

want, and nost of these proposals are ones that
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Wi ll restrict our rights.

For exanple, you're considering plans to
change our right to privacy, take away our
| ocal conmunities' ability to govern, and even
a proposal that would tie the hands of the
future people we elect to office, not to
nmention inposition of state supported religion.
| am stunned that this Conm ssion did not
consi der healthcare as inportant as guns. That
shoul d be a basic right. That's a basic right
to live, it's not conplicated. This
opportunity cones but once every twenty years.
We shoul d be working together to nake Florida
thrive, not go back in tinme on our progress.

Now that |'ve said ny peace, please oppose
proposal 4, do not resurrect 22, oppose all
attenpts to restrict hone rule, and reconsi der
amendnent that supports the basic right of
Fl oridi ans to have reasonabl e access to
heal t hcare. Thank you very mnuch.

MR, KOLODZI EJ: Thank you. Ms. LI osa.

M5. LLOSA: Hello, ny name is Mchelle
Llosa. | ama resident of Fort Lauderdal e,
Fl ori da, and was born and raised in M am - Dade

County. Thank you for this opportunity to
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speak before you. | ask that you vote no on
proposal 96. | am before you as a victim of
crime. | am before you having once al so been a

defendant in the crimnal justice system

Proposal 96 del etes the constitutional
requi rement ensuring that nothing interferes
with the constitutional right of the accused.
Proposal 96 runs agai nst what so nmany have
fought to protect, and that is a veil of
I nnocence until proven guilty. It is the
prosecution's duty to represent the State in
all crimnal proceedings. The proposed changes
woul d essentially turn crimnal proceedings
into civil proceedi ngs, denying people the
protections guaranteed by the State Attorney
t hey el ected.

It woul d add an unnecessary burden to our
courts, but perhaps nost inportantly the
| anguage of proposal 96 runs against the
nation's constitution by creating a system
where the deprivations of soneone's liberty,
sonmeone's life lies at the hands of a sole
victimrather than the State, who is
professionally trained and equi pped to take on

t he task.
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Pl ease vote no on proposal 96. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI:  Thank you very
much. Emly Smth. And after Ms. Smith we're
going to have M. Szostak, Dr. Crammer, and
Jul i a Dawson.

M5. SMTH:  Hello. M nane is Annalise
Smith, and | have the honor of serving A Vow of
Hospice, a not for profit hospice, hospice,
excuse ne, hospice agency providing end of life
care to the citizens of Collier County on
Florida's west coast. | travelled here today
from Naples to express ny opposition to the
el imnation of the hospice certificate of need
t hrough the Florida constitutional anmendnent
suggested in proposition 54.

El i m nation of hospice certificate of need
woul d absolutely not result in a free narket
for hospice. Hospice care is funded by the
federal governnent through the Medicare and
Medicaid prograns with a flat fixed rate.

Provi ders receive a per diem or flat daily
rate, for every patient regardl ess of what the
patient needs. This flat rate needs to be
careful | y managed by the hospice to ensure that

the patient receives direct care, nedications,
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supplies, and equi pnent required for their
I ndi vi dual plan of care.

El i m nati on of hospice certificate of need
woul d not create a conpetitive rate
environnment, nor would it save noney for the
federal programs or our Florida taxpayers.
Secondarily, citizens in rural areas would
likely find reduced access to care if CON was
changed. New hospices entering the nmarket
woul d i kely cherry pick patients who are | ess
expensive to provide service to. This would be
especially true for for profit hospices charged
with neeting the demands of sharehol ders.

Finally, I amconcerned that our state is
unprepared to address the negative effects on
quality of care that elimnation of the CON
woul d create. Florida's current infrastructure
and budget are not prepared to handle the
i ncreased needs for regul ati on and oversi ght
that woul d be necessary to keep its citizens
safe and protected fromthe unscrupul ous
provi ders that an open narket attracts. Pl ease
renmove hospice from proposition 54. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI ;@ Ckay, M.

Szost ak.
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MR SZOSTAK: Thank you. Andrew Szost ak
| ama hospice liaison in Collier County. | am
here to respectfully ask the CRC to anend
proposition 54 and renove hospi ce.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI:  Thank you. Dr.
Crammer, Denise Crammer. Julia Dawson. Ckay,
and after Ms. Dawson we're going to have
Senat or Sobel, Roy Bryant, and Pam Angel .

M5. DAWSON: Good afternoon. M nane is
Julia Dawson. | ama retired attorney, and a
native of Mam . | have cone here today to
urge the Comm ssion to reject any
consi deration, present or future of proposal
22, and reserve our current explicit right of
privacy in Article | Section 23 of the Florida
Constitution. Proposal is intentionally
msleading. It was crafted specifically to
fool voters into thinking the anmendnent woul d
add protection for informational privacy, while
intentionally not informng voters that the
amendment will function to renove all other
protections for privacy we currently have,

I ncl uding protections for personal reproductive
deci si ons, such as abortion care.

Proposal 22 is premised on a lie. The
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Florida Constitution already provides

i nformational privacy, not only m sl eadi ng but
untruthful. Proposal 22 would expose all of us
to nore governnment intrusion into all aspects
of our private lives while taking away the
privacy protections we currently have. This is
clearly an anti-abortion anmendnent. The
sponsor is publicly and vociferously
anti-abortion, and the CRC should not approve
this thinly veiled attack on the health and

wel fare of wonen.

It would be shameful for the CRC to
approve an anmendnent intentionally witten to
m sl ead voters by obfuscating its true purpose.
Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI :  Thank you.
Senat or Sobel .

SENATOR SOBEL: Good afternoon, and thank
you for your public service, and conmng to
Broward County. First of all, I"'mhere to talk
about proposal 67. Forty states have banned
dog racing, nust be a good reason why. Florida
and Al abama are the only two states that do not
report injuries, and | personally have

struggled to pass an injury reporting bil

800-726-7007

Veritext Legal Solutions

305-376-8800



© 00 N o o~ wWw N

N N N N N N P B P PP R R R R
a A W N BB O © 0O N O 0o~ W N+, O

Page 76

while in the Florida Senate for two sessions
whi ch passed unaninously two tines in the
Florida Senate only to see the House shel ve ny
bill.

The greyhound pro racing | obby has refused
to police thenselves, and have infused mllions
of dollars in canpaign war chests by industry
| obbyi sts to defeat any kind of regulation.

The legislature has failed all of us who pay
taxes for this losing | ow attendance industry
since the | aw was passed requiring subsidized
racing. The Florida Constitution is the noral
and et hical docunent to save the greyhound from
i nhumane ani mal cruelty, such as racing with
injuries, and use of drugs to keep dogs racing.

This is not the sane as pigs in a crate.
No | egislature was attenpted to protect pigs.
Regul ati ons protecting greyhounds have all
failed legislatively. Let the voters speak.

Let these dogs survive and live as pets in
loving famlies. Please support proposal 67.

And | have one nore |'d |i ke to address,
and that is proposal 88. | also urge you to
support proposal 88 to protect nursing hone

resi dents, w dening nursing honme and ALFC bil
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of rights, and the ability to have a trial by
jury. As a Senator | struggled to have air
conditioning be part of ALFs way, way back in
1998. | was called insulting four letter words
by the ALF industry, and the best | could
succeed in doing was to get cooling devices,
aka, fans in the Florida statute.

If you check the statute you wll not see
the word air conditioning anywhere. The
nursi ng honme industry al so has rejected
vehenently any kinds of regulation and has
failed to nonitor their own.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI @ Thank you, very
much, Senat or Sobel, we appreciate your
servi ces.

SENATOR SOBEL: Thank you.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI @ Roy Bryant. M.
Bryant, welconme to the CRC.

MR. BRYANT: Thank you. | don't represent
any particular group anong us unless it is the
nost needy anong us, those unskilled workers,
and even sone not to so unskilled, whose jobs
m ght be taken fromthem because of chaotic
immgration policies. Any country should | ook

out for its own citizens first. Canada should
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-- Canada shoul d and does, Mexico should and
does by having a commobn-sense security
arrangenents on their southern border. W
shoul d too | ook out for our citizens first,
including requiring enployers to use e-verify
to vetting, in vetting prospective enpl oyers,
enpl oyees.

Here where | live in Davie, | am
surrounded by French/ Canadi an snowbirds. One
of themcreates scul ptures, and ot her beauti ful
pi eces of artwork fromwood. He is here
|l egally, legally about half the year each year.
He is enjoined by our laws fromselling any of
his artwork because he m ght be taking work
away froma United States citizen. Howis it
possi ble that this is not a consistent policy?
How is it possible that others are not |iving
under that standard? How is it possible that
we do not require enployers to use e-verify to
ascertain that they are hiring citizens, people
who are legally eligible to hold jobs in this
country? Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI : Thank you. Pam
Angel . And after Ms. Angel we're going to have

Robert Runcie, Kelleia Shaw, | hope |
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pronounced your first nanme correctly, and then
St ephani e Kraft.

M5. ANGEL: Good afternoon, Conm ssioners.
Thank you for this opportunity. M nane is Pam
Angel. | live in Fort Lauderdal e, Florida.
urge the CRC to oppose proposal 4. Deleting
our no aid provision would conpel Floridian's
tax payer dollars to advance religi ous
institutions and beliefs that represent faith
tradition other than their own. Proposal 4
woul d delete Florida's Constitution's no aid
provision, and allow the state governnent to
di rect taxpayer dollars towards any church,
sect, or religious organization, underm ning
the historic protection agai nst governnent
entangl enment with religion and religious
institutions. | urge you to vote against this.

Al so, as others have indicated if proposal
somehow wi nds up back on the ballot I want to
voi d ny opinion against proposal 22. | urge
the Commi ssion to preserve the explicit right
of privacy detailed in Article |I Section 23 of
the Florida Constitution which broadly provides
every natural person has a right to be left

al one and free fromgovernnental intrusion into
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the person's private |ife except as otherw se
provi ded herein.

Florida's Constitution provides greater
protections agai nst governnent's interference
into our private lives than the U S
Constitution. It's a shield to protect us
agai nst the governnment prying into our privacy
busi ness. Proposal 22 woul d expose Floridi ans
to greater governnent intrusion into al
aspects of our private lives. This may
especially open the doors to those who want to
control a woman's right to control her own
body. Do not approve this proposal.

And very briefly I also would |like to urge
t he approval of proposal 91, which would ban
of fshore drilling in Florida coastal waters.
Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI :  Thank you.
Kel i ea Shaw. M. Shaw? Stephanie Kraft.

M5. KRAFT: Hi, good afternoon. M/ nane
is Stephanie Kraft, and |'ve been a resident of
Broward since 1976. | appreciate the
opportunity to speak to you today about
proposals 4, 45, 97, and 22.

| was a nmenber of the Broward County
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School Board, which was, which is the sixth

| argest school district in the nation, for

twel ve years. | saw first-hand how
significantly underfunded our public education
Is in Florida.

Proposal 4 would allow public dollars to
support religious schools, and proposal 45
woul d al | ow public funding for private schools.
Wiile | recognize the inportance of school
choi ce for parents, syphoning off our already
limted public dollars to give vouchers to
all ow students to attend secul ar and no secul ar
private schools would only harm public
educat i on.

| was actually on the school board in 2004
when Bush versus Hol nes was deci ded, and |
remenber the chaos that it caused us on the
school board when we had to, not assune, but we
had to consider what affect that voucher
program woul d have had on our budget, and it
wasn't pretty, and it won't be pretty in the
future. The guarantee of a quality free and
public education is one we should not erode.

Pl ease vote no on proposals 4 and 45, which

woul d create unequal education in Florida.
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| am al so here to speak agai nst proposal
97, which would change the public's ability to
amend our State Constitution. Changing the |aw
from 60% of the people who vote on a particul ar
amendnent to 60% of the total voters in an
el ecti on woul d obviously erode the ability of
t he people to anend anything, which actually
m ght be a bad thing considering how many
peopl e are urging you to vote no, but this is
not how denocracy works, and | --

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI :  Thank you.

M5. KRAFT: -- would |look for you to vote
no on the proposal --

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI:  Thank you very
much, Ms. Kraft.

M5. KRAFT: -- 97. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI @ Sandi Por eda,

Li nda Celler-Schwartz, and Judy Traub, please
join us. Sandi Poreda, Linda CGeller-Schwartz,
and Judy Traub.

M5. POREDA: Good afternoon, ny nanme is
Sandi Poreda, and |'"'mhere to read a victinms
statenent in support of proposal 96. The
victimand her famly did not feel confortable

speaking in public but asked us to read this
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st at enent .

Good afternoon. M nanme is Judy Kitchen,
and | want to speak in support of Marci's Law
because | believe victins have the right to be
heard, and the right to be notified about
devel opnents in their cases. Ten years ago, a
di stracted driver killed ny husband. One young
person's terrible judgnent robbed ne of the man
| love, our children's father, and our famly's
primary provider.

In the mdst of our terrible grief we were
forced to deal with a systemthat at best nade
us feel small, and at worst nade us feel
nonexi stent. W never |earned whether the
young man driving the car that night was
formally charged, and we were not given any
opportunity to speak at a court, or at a
sentencing hearing. To nake anends this person
was required to wite ny famly a letter of
apol ogy, and to conplete a certain nunber of
comunity service hours.

W spent years trying to find anyone who
could tell us whether the letter had been
witten, or whether the service hours had been

conpleted. W were left in the dark, which was
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not only infuriating, but wholly disrespectful
to the nmenory of ny husband. W still have not
received a letter and it has been nore than a
decade.

If Marci's Law nakes it onto the ball ot
and voters approve it, famlies |like mne wll
no | onger feel forgotten as they seek justice
for their loved ones. Victinse will not have to
wor ry about being overlooked in the justice
system we will have information, and everyone
knows know edge is power, and that power is
often the key to healing.

| inplore you to support this proposal for
victinms and their famlies in the state of
Florida, and that is from Judy Kitchens of
Penbr oke Pines. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI : Thank you. M.
Geller-Schwartz. Let ne also remi nd everyone
that if you want you can just conme up and say |
wai ve nmy time in support of, or in opposition
of a specific proposal, because we have several
hundred nore people. But go ahead, Ms.
Schwartz, happy to have you.

MS. GELLER- SCHWARTZ: Thank you. Good

afternoon, Comm ssioners. M nane is Linda

Veritext Legal Solutions
800-726-7007 305-376-8800



© 00 N o o~ wWw N

N N N N N N P B P PP R R R R
a A W N BB O © 0O N O 0o~ W N+, O

Page 85

Celler-Schwartz. | amthe state policy
advocate for the National Council of Jew sh
Wnen. NCIWis a grassroots organi zation of
sone five thousand nenbers and supporters in
Fl orida. Based on our Jew sh val ues we believe
prof oundly that each person in this society
shoul d be able to use their own faith and
noral s to make fundanental decisions about
their own body, their famlies, and their
reproductive |ives.

The State should not inpose the val ues of
one faith on everyone else in the State. As a
consequence, there are two proposal s that
greatly trouble us. W ask you to protect our
religious freedons and oppose proposition 4.
Fl ori di ans should not be conpelled by the state
to support religious institutions or beliefs
wi th which they profoundly disagree. The no
aid provision has protected religious freedom
in Florida for a hundred and thirty years.
Seeking to repeal this section serves no
purpose and will harmthe religious |iberty of
all Floridians.

Secondly, we would ask you not to

reconsi der proposal 22. | know you've
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i ndicated that it is not under current
consideration, but this is the last chance for
many of us to have the right to speak fromthe
public. So, in case you do decide to
reconsider it we want to go on the record that
we strongly oppose any attenpt to renove the
strong protection against political
interference with a wonan's right to contro
her own body that is in our current state
constitution. Thank you very nuch.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI @ Thank you. And
to be clear we have five nore public hearings
com ng up, and we're available by e-mail, and
phone, and so there's going to be plenty
opportunities for public testinony. So, M.
Traub is next. After Ms. Traub we're going to
go to Mark Schnei der, Monica Smth, and
Reverend Johnson-Arce. M. Traub.

M5. TRAUB: Thank you, Conm ssioner. [|I'm
Judy Traub. I'mfromWllington, Florida, and
I''mgoing to take advantage of what you said to
wai ve, and say | strongly support what the
previ ous speaker said. |'mpleased that the
changes to proposal 22 were defeated | ast week.

| don't want to see it cone back. | ask you
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not to, not to reconsider it.

And | also want to nmake ny voice heard in
opposition to proposition, proposal 4.
Rel i gi ous freedomis a euphem smfor what that
proposition actually does, and we hope that you
will not support it. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI :  Thank you, Ms.
Traub. M. Schnei der.

MR, SCHNEI DER: Conm ssioners, ny nane is
Mar k Schnei der, and | conme down from Boynton
Beach today to commend you on the seriousness
wi th which you approach your task, and to ask
you to reject the, three proposals. Proposal
29 seeks to install e-verify in our
constitution. | don't believe it bel ongs
there. This is a matter for the legislature to
rul e upon. Please leave it to our elected
officials. Reject proposal 29.

Proposal 96 | believe needl essly expands
victims right, which are already well secured
under Florida law. Further, it does so in a
way which could tranple on defendant's rights
so as to invite federal court intervention. It
al so unnecessarily burdens State's Attorneys.

Pl ease vote against it.

800-726-7007
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Proposal 4 deletes the no aid to religious
I nstitutions provision fromour constitution.
Under the current constitution the state can
fund beneficial secular services provided by
religious institutions. This nmeans that our
citizens can be assured that their tax dollars
do not go to further religious beliefs with
whi ch they disagreed. Voters overwhel mngly

supported this assurance only six years ago.

| ask you to heed their wll. Please vote
agai nst proposal 4. | believe we're entitled
under Madrasa, | venture it would not get

support. And |let nme conclude by saying that
bef ore changes to the constitution al ready on
the ballot | encourage you to add the fewest
addi tional ones to it, and pl ease nmake sure
that those few changes enhance our |iberties
rat her than erode them Thank you very nuch.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI :  Thank you.
Monica Smth. M. Smth.

M5. SMTH: Monica Smith. | al so oppose
for 67.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI:  Thank you very
much. Reverend M sty Johnson-Arce. No

Reverend. Ckay, Mary Ann Dituro, Carolina
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Mendoza, and Franklyn Springfield. Mary Ann --

M5. DI TURO  CGood afternoon, |adies and
gentl enen of the Conmttee. M nane is Mary
Ann Dituro. | live in West Pal m Beach,
Florida. In 2001 | adopted ny first retired
raci ng greyhound and becane actively invol ved
in the greyhound placenent. Subsequently I
have vol unteered in adoption, fostering, and
transport of these wonderful athletes. |[|'ve
hel ped to formtwo adoption groups, and I
regularly attend several national gatherings
t hat pronote greyhound adopti on.

| have been to breeding farns, finishing
farms, racing kennels, and race tracks in
Florida and in Kansas. That is why in June of
2016 | becane the proud owner of an NGA racing
greyhound. Hi's racing nane is Pure Pepe, but
we call himSam This is Sam He spent the
first year of his life on the farm where he was
born. He then noved to a finishing farm where
he was eval uated for whether or not he could
becone a racer. Subsequently, he was noved to
Pal m Beach Kennel C ub, where he continued his
training, and he is now given constant care and

dedi cati on by each person who has hel ped him
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along this step of the way.

This industry has been painted in an
unfair light. Most have no unfair, nost have
no first- hand know edge of just how nuch work,
| ove, and devotion, goes into each dog daily.
Hol i days, birthdays, anniversaries, they don't
matter. Just because you want to go have fun
doesn't nean that the dogs stop needing care.
It's very hard worKk.

Regar di ng conpl ai nts of abuse, stop and
think about it. |If racing kennel's livelihoods
depend on the noney by the dogs w nning races
why woul d anyone abuse or negl ect the very
animal s they depend on. It's ridiculous. How
could an athlete, any athlete, possibly be in
such formas to run at 45 mles an hour if they
wer e abused?

In closing, | see this proposed anendnent
67 as nothing but an end run of the |egislative
process which will w pe out a job generating
industry in Florida. |If aninmal welfare really
is the true concern, why not work with the
i ndustry to nmake racing safer upon the tracks?
Thank you, | adies and gentl enen.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI:  Thank you very
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much. Ms. Mendoza.

M5. DITURO. Dituro.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI: Ms. Mendoza is
next, thanks.

M5. MENDOZA: Good afternoon,
Commi ssioners and fellow Floridians. Thank you
for the opportunity to speak. M nane is
Carolina Mendoza, and I am a proud student at
M am - Dade Col | ege. Today, on behalf of nore
t han one hundred sixty thousand students at MDC
| am here to express our collective support for
proposal 83, which calls for the inclusion of
the Florida college systemin our state's
constitution, and was recently approved by the
educati on commttee.

| would like to personally thank
Conmm ssi oner Washi ngton for recogni zing the
I nportance of adopting our fine colleges into
the constitution, and the essential role played
by the district boards of trustees to nake our
coll eges the very best in the nation. Like so
many students enrolled at FCS institutions
t hroughout the state, | found at MDC an open
door to a better life, and the support and

notivation | needed to take the first steps,
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the first of many steps in ny professiona
j our ney.

Today, as a nursing nmajor and a student
governnment | eader at MDC, | am reaching
uni magi nabl e m | estones, and | earning what it
truly means to be a change nmaker in ny
community. Because of MDC s mission to give
opportunities to anyone willing to work hard
for a better future, | have been able to build
an incredi ble network, including advisors and
mentors who inspire ne each and every day, and
who push ne to give the very best of nyself.

MDC is nore than a place to |learn. For ne
MDC is honme, it's community, it's famly. And
for many of us lucky enough to attend an FCS
Institution, we recognize that the system has
given us an invaluable lifeline that allows us
to achieve the American dream for ourselves,
and for our famlies. | believe the FCSis
truly one our state's, one of our nation's
greatest treasures, and deserves to be
recogni zed and validated in our state
constitution.

Every resident of the sunshine state

shoul d be proud of the acconplishnments of the
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Florida Coll ege System Thank you for your
time and support.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI :  Thank you, M.
Mendoza. Franklyn Springfield. Then after M.
Springfield we're going to go to Janes Pelriwe,

Ant hony G nsberg, and Peter MNamara. M.

Springfield.

MR SPRI NGFI ELD: Good afternoon. M nane
Is Franklyn Springfield. | live in Fort
Lauderdale. | urge you to oppose proposal 96.

In the United States we are considered innocent
until proven guilty, therefore this proposa
woul d di minish the rights of those who nust
still be considered innocent. Thank you.
Pl ease vote no on proposal 96.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI: Thank you. M.
Pel ri we.

MR. PELRI NE: Good afternoon,
Comm ssioners, ny nane is Janmes Pelrine.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI : Ch, sorry.

MR. PELRINE: That's okay.

COWM SSI ONER KARLINSKI: It | ooked like a

MR. PELRI NE: |'"ve been call ed worse.

Probabl y today, too.
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COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI : It | ooked |ike a

MR. PELRINE: M nane is Janes Pelrine.
I"'mfromDoral, Florida, and |'m here today to
oppose proposal 67, which is a neasure that
woul d ban greyhound racing in the state of
Florida. The conpany that | represent,

I nternational Sound, enploys hundreds of
tel evi sion production service nen and wonen

t hroughout the state. | would urge the CDC to
exam ne closely the claimthat racing
greyhounds are regul arly abused nade by the
fol ks at G ey2K

The truth is that these aninmals are
treated very well by hard working Floridians,
and to destroy an entire industry w thout
i ndi vi dual due diligence would be a huge
m st ake. Pl ease consider the silent enpl oyees
who are not here today to defend their
livelihood. These are people who care dearly
for their racing greyhounds. So pl ease do not
listen to the record and put thousands of
peopl e out of work. Oppose proposition, or
proposal 67.

You know | heard -- | heard a quote a
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little bit earlier today about this particul ar
proposal, and they were -- sonething cane out
of the fact, and it's sonething you hear al

the tinme. They blurt out little word bites,
and there's no truth to them there's no fact
to them | went to a University of Arizona
race track industry program It's actually a
decision that | decided to make, a career in
racing. W're not animal abusers. W |ove our
animals. W |ove the sport.

And forty states did not, in fact, ban
greyhound racing. One, the State of
Massachusetts did, okay? |If thirty-nine states
don't have Taco Bell, that doesn't nmean thirty-
ni ne states banned Taco Bell. It's reckless.
So pl ease take a | ook at our industry, and | ook
what we have here. W don't abuse aninmals.
Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI :  Thank you.

Ant hony G nsberg. M. G nsberg, welcone to the
CRC.

MR. G NSBERG Thank you. M nane is
Ant hony G nsberg from Fort Lauderdale. | thank
you for this opportunity to respectfully add ny

voice as a new resident of Florida to urge
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rej ection of proposal 4, because this proposal
woul d open to potential for public funding of
religious activities, and as such to have an
opinion for me on this proposal is related to
the reasons that we separate church and state,
that we separate the sacred and the secul ar,
the private and the public.

Separation neans no religious test for the
full participation in all the institutions of
public life, no test for being a citizen, and
no tests for being a public official.
Separation neans no control by the secul ar
authority over the capacity or content for
religious practice, and this includes no
financial ties, no uses of nonies raised by the
secul ar authority. Separation neans no
i nposition by the secular authority of
religious preferences for secular action
because that would be an inposition of
religious certainties, and pre-denocracies are
not prem sed on certainties.

What we create in our secular public
lives, our choices about what is the public
good, the organization of our econony,

education, and politics, nust be open to
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debate, and primarily because in the end we all
have to admt that we nmay sinply all be wong
about our prem ses. So when we allow the entry
of the religious into the secul ar sphere we
risk that inposition of the private and
personal certainties on others, and as evidence
has pointed out therefore we increase the
potential for nore serious social conflict, and
we al so open the potential for the erosion of
the self-governance of our respectively chosen,
privately chosen religious institutions.

And, finally, it opens the potential for
the return to those not so di stant days when
explicit or tacit quotas and/or exclusions
existed in private and public life.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI:  Thank you very
much.

MR. G NSBERG  Thank you.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI : Pet er MNanmar a.
Peter McNamara is not here. G sela Gomar, Geg
- - I"msorry. M. MNanar, before you start
could we have G sela Gomar, G eg Keal ey, and
Crystal Carrol join us after M. MNamara? M.
McNamara, you are recognized. They're going to

be after you.
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MR MCNAMARA: | am Peter McNamara. | am
fromFort Lauderdale, and | urge you to reject
proposition 4. The separation of church and
state is constantly under attack. W saw that
here today in this neeting, a secular state
sponsored neeting that had an invocation of God
and a pledge to allegiance to the flag with the
menti on of God.

God is sonething that is fine for
religious people, but there are sone peopl e who
do not wish to be involved with God. So
al ready today, we see howdifficult it is to
keep the separati on between church and state.
Prop 4 woul d erode that separation much, nuch
nore significantly. | urge you to reject prop
4.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI :  Thank you.

G sela Gomar. Ms. Comar, wel cone.

M5. GOVAR Good afternoon. M nane is
G sela Gomar, and | amfrom M am , Florida.
Thank you for this opportunity to speak to you
today. 1'd like to respectfully urge you not
to bring back proposal 22. As a woman | had
t he honor to have children with two successf ul

pregnancies. The mnute |I found out | was
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pregnant wi th an uni ntended pregnancy ny doctor
was ny partner in this difficult journey. |
depended on himto guide nme, and choose the
path that ny husband and | wanted to.

You see, term nation of one of ny
pregnancy was being considered. At no tine
during this very difficult journey did I need
the state, or had the state require ne, or
allowing ne to do one or other. Proposal 22
woul d restrict the privacy clause to exclude a
worman's right to termnate a pregnancy. Wnen
li ke me, facing the predicanent that | faced,
nmust have access to safe | egal abortion
services no matter where they live, no matter
what their zip code is, what their inmgration
status is, or their bank account bal ance.

| urge you to preserve the Florida
constitutional strong protection against any
political interference wwth a woman's right to
control her own body. | urge you to oppose
proposal 22, and don't bring it back. You see
we want you to keep your hands and your | aws
of f our bodies. Thank you very nuch for your
consi der ati on.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI:  Greg Kealey. M.
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Keal ey.

MR. KEALEY: (Good afternoon, everybody,
I'"'m Geg Kealey fromthe gorgeous Gty of
Ponpano Beach, Florida, and thanks for com ng
today. Speaking agai n about proposition 22, to
help us maintain Florida as a top shelf state,
pl ease keep proposal 22 on the shelf inactive
permanently. Shel ve proposal 22. Deep siXx
proposal 22. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI :  Thank you.
Crystal Carrol. After Ms. Carrol we're going
to have Kurt Trzeciak, Maria Bures, and Prince
Drago. Ms. Carrol.

M5. CARROL: Good afternoon. M/ nane is
Crystal Carrol. | ama fourth generation
Fl ori da greyhound trainer. MW famly started
here in the early '"30's. | amalso a single
nmom who woul d depend on ny dogs to take care of
my child. M experience in working with the
race dogs really is nothing Iike what's
descri be by the animal rights activists. W
dogs are happy, healthy, bouncy, confident dogs
that absolutely | ove what they do. Their
kennel is clean, they nearly have

twenty-four-hour care, and contrary to what
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they' Il tell you they eat very, very well.
Fortunately for us, social nediais
changi ng the way people perceive us. Up unti
recently we've really been closed off to the
general public because of |icensing issues, but
in the day and age of cell phone caneras and
GoPros, and Facebook, we've been able to give
peopl e an inside | ook at really what goes on,
and t he peopl e who have been watching it are
just really surprised, shocked, and apol ogetic
for what they thought of ne, and people |iked
me. One you guys can check out is called
G eyhound Chronicles on Facebook. It's a
regul ar guy who has traveled track to track
with a GoPro and just film ng what he's seeing.
One thing the activists constantly repeat
Is that the industry doesn't reform and that's
far fromthe truth. 1In just the |last few years
nost tracks and/or kennel owners associ ations
have set aside substantial amounts of noney for
injury funds. For exanple, one of the tracks
down here hol ds $50, 000 of the kennel
operator's noney in an escrow account, and it's
di sbursed out as nedically needed by the

adoption program It's a great working
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relationship. |It's good for us. |It's good for
the dogs. [It's good for the people adopting
t hem

As well as being a lIifelong greyhound
trainer 1'malso the vice president of
Greyhound Support Transport and the | ocal area
rep for Sunstate G eyhound Adoptions --

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI : Thank you. Thank
you very much.

M5. CARROL: -- G eyhound Support
Transport --

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI @ Thank you very
much.

M5. CARROL: OCh, | apol ogize. Thank you
very much.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI: No probl em
Thank you. Kurt Trzeci ak.

MR. TRZECI AK: H there. Kurt Trzeci ak,
by the way.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI @ Like | said, Kurt
Trzeci ak.

MR TRZECIAK: | know, it's a fine art of
saying that. |I'mhere to ask you to reject
proposal 67. |'ma racing greyhound trainer

and regi stered voter in Pal mBeach County. 1I'm
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not as polished as the rest of the people here
who have been speaking because I'm | wasn't
very prepared to speak. But |I'm asking that
you all |ook past the msinformation that's
been peddl ed by activist group that's here who
profit fromthe donations they receive from
unsuspecting animal | overs that they deceive,
and encourage you to do your own research, or
send sonmeone you trust to visit the tracks, the
kennels, the farns, see the love, the tine, the
devotion that we put in to care for these

gr eyhounds.

| chose this line of work personally
twenty- five years ago because | |ove dogs, and
| take pride in the care | provide for these
beautiful animals who sinply love to run. And
once their careers are over, it gives ne no
greater joy than to see themgo to |oving
adopted hones. Pl ease reject proposal 67.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI:  Maria Bures.

M5. BURES: Good afternoon. Thank you for
the opportunity to speak here today. M nane
is Maria Bures, and | live in M am - Dade
County. | respectfully request that the CRC
votes no to proposals 4, 43, 45, 71 and 73. |
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am a vi deo producer, and through ny work | have
seen first- hand the devastating effects that

t he syphoning of funds from public schools to
charters has had on our public education
system |'ve worked many, many hundreds of
stories through various networks.

School s are in need of nodernization and
repairs. C assroons are crowded. Students are
not getting a fair shake. Yet two thirds of
charters underperform public schools, and their
owners are lining their pockets. Public
schools are the only ones who serve the needs
of ESOL students. | should know because it was
the only option available for ny two daughters
that | adopted in Haiti. Religious and private
school s have a funding source, it's called
parents who can afford them Qur public
school s deserve to be equal, so they can
provide a quality education to all regardless
of inconme, race, and religious beliefs.

Also, | know that a | ot of people have
spoken on 22, but | just want to rem nd people
that human rights are wonen's rights, and wonen
rights are human rights. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI:  Thank you very
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much. Prince Drago. Prince Drago, going one,
going twice. Al right, next up, Beatriz
Marti nez- Penal ver, Sandra Korn, and Debbie
Dahnmer. Beatriz Martinez-Penal ver, are you
here? kay, Sandra Korn. Al right, Debbie
Dahner .

M5. DAHMER: Hell o everyone, and thank you
for taking the tine to be with us today, and
all the audience. Qur rights for justice, for
everything. I'mfromPort St. Lucie, and forner
resident of Fort Lauderdale. 1'm here standing
up for all the residents out there for nursing
hones.

Pl ease vote for proposal 88. W're all on
this Earth tenporarily, and you got to neke the
best of it. W're all going to becone elderly,
all ingood tine if God's wlling, so please
everyone, let's do what's right, and justice
for all, hand in hand united we stand up for
the elderly across the | and.

My father was a victim George Dahner, at
aka former pro westler Chief Wiite OM,
westled for thirty-two years. He was severely
negl ected in a nursing honme. He had denenti a.

He ran away from hone. He was Baker Acted,
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then he was put in, supposed to be put in a
nursing they've evaluated for the nedication he
was on. He was so severely negl ected.

| want to really thank Joe Landy, or the
famly's attorney, nmy famly for being here
today, and al so Joe Landy. This case is over,
but he stood up for us and he won the case for
wrongful death. M dad was a westler for
thirty-two years for WAE, and the fornmer WAF.
We need justice for himand all victins out
there everybody. Let's all stand up for the
el derly. Nursing honme reform has not been in
| aw since 1987 if you wll please |ook that up.

The Foundation Aiding the Elderly is
supporting this proposal 88, and so is
Foundation Aiding the Elderly. So, please al
of us together, we can nake a difference, we
just to strive. Thank you everybody. My CGod
bl ess you all

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI @ Thank you. Robin
Cohen, Don Hedney, and Patricia Mal one. Robin
Cohen, Don Hedney, Patricia Malone. Robin
Cohen? Ms. Cohen is not here. Don Hedney?
Sorry about that.

MR. HEDNEY: Good afternoon, sir, and the
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rest of the Commssion. |'mdelighted to have
the opportunity to speak before you to take
care of sone areas, potential areas in the
constitution which is going to govern us for
the next twenty years. |I'ma retired engineer.
| came fromdown fromDC to Florida to get
warm A/ C nechani cs take note.

|'"'m here to speak agai nst proposition 4,
m snanmed religious freedom This country has
gobs of religious freedom Al you got to do
Is watch any news program and find how religion
is turned -- got everybody stirred up over nost
of the world. Here -- here you can open a
school as a religion and teach under m ni mum
supervision reading, witing, arithnetic, but
you can teach your sciences, your physics to
your own beliefs. |If we start giving funds to
religion T then religion Cis going to want
sone, then religion J is going to want sone,
and then religion Mis going to want sone. |
don't know how big a pot you've got to support
religious education, and what is supposedly
religious freedom The religion can donate the
noney t hensel ves.

| don't really want religious freedom
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sir. | would like freedomfromreligion.
Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI :  Thank you.
Patricia Malone. Yes, ma'am And if you all
could -- if we could refrain fromthe booi ng
and the clapping it will help us get through
this. | think the red signs and the green
signs, | see a couple of people with them on
their cells, those are great, so let's try to
use those if we can going forward.

M5. MLONE: MWy nane is Pat Mlone. |
live in the Redland Farmarea. |'mglad that
you canme down to hear ne. |'mhere to oppose
proposition 4, 22, and | have a question about
91. Regarding nunber 4, | have the sane
unconfortabl eness that M. MNamara descri bed.
When | heard the invocation, | was kind of
surprised. | thought that there was definitely
separation of church and state, and we really
need to keep it that way, that's what our
country was founded on.

Not only does it provide us religious
freedom which this addition of the -- by
putting it in there you' re taking it away, but

not only are we provided religious, freedom of
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oppression and di scrimnation, but we're al so
provided with that protection from governnent
di ctates, and governnent officials telling us
what, you know, where our funds are going.

| personally don't want to see ny taxes

going towards any religious groups. | feel
|ike that need to be kept separate. |'m a Dade
County resident. | was born here. And

everybody el se, what they said ahead of ne, |
don't want to repeat it, but it also protects
peopl e who don't, who choose not to follow any
religion, it chooses, it protects them too.

There are peopl e who chose not to have religion

at all, are citizens as well, they have rights
t 0o.

As far as 22, I'mnot going to go over al
the issues. | have already e-mailed you ny

concerns about proposition 22. As a wonan past
ny reproductive years, | no |onger have to
worry about that, but ny nieces and nephews
rely on you for that kind of freedom But not
just that, people are tal king about abortion,
but it also gets into our marriages --

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI :  Thank you.

M5. MLONE: -- who we marry -- who we
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mrry --
COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI :  Thank you. Thank
you very much. Dave Dechant.
MR, DECHANT: | can't hear you.
COW SSI ONER KARLINSKI:  One works for a
few m nutes, then the other one. Ken Pelton.

W' re going to do a constitutional anendnent to

clean these mcs up. And Carey Theil. Dave
Dechant, Ken Pelton, and Carey Theil. M.
Dechant .

MR. DECHANT: Good afternoon. M nane is
David Dechant. |'ma Marine, Vietnam Veteran
and | relocated to South Florida to help teach
our wounded warriors how to scuba dive. |'m
al so a nenber of the core group of veterans who
built our national Vietnam Veterans Menorial in
Washi ngton, and | extend ny encouragenent to
t he people here to take control of our state
constitution, thus ensuring that we will decide
fundi ng, policies, rules and regul ati ons of
sel f- governnent.

| ama bit concerned that there are no
civilian appointed nenbers of the Comm ssion.
You are all appointed by politicians, | think

you' re a bit skewed one way or the other. As
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we cel ebrate Black History Month |'m rem nded
of the funeral last Fall of Sergeant LaDavid
Johnson KIA. | attended that funeral, and it
brings to m nd what Abe Lincoln said, that this
nation and under God shall have a new birth of
freedom under the governnent of the people, by
t he people, and for the people, shall not
perish fromthe Earth.

Therefore, | suggest that it's norally
repugnant to even consi der proposal 4. There
Is already an inpenetrable fire wall between
religions and state, and it's in the anendnent,
the first amendnent of our constitution. As a
prof essor of international marketing | fully
support the proposal to preserve a strong
public education system for Floridians.

In closing, as we continue these intensive
argunents and debates of how to protect and
defense our rights that are nmade sel f-evident,
| adnonish all of us to reflect on the 50th
Anni versary of Dr. Martin Luther King's
assassi nation on April 4th. | was in Vietnam
when he was assassinated. H's npbst courageous,
hi s nbst courageous speech, his death warrant,

silence is betrayal, calls for a radica
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revol uti on of val ues, senper fidelis.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI:  Thank you very
much. Ken Pel ton.

MR, PELTON: Good afternoon, Conm ssioner.
My nane is Ken Pelton from Hol | ywood, Fl orida.
' m here about proposal 67. There's a good
reason why greyhound racing is banned in forty
states. It's a cruel and i nhumane busi ness.
The industry has refused to reformeven the
nost nodest of obvi ous abuses to greyhound,

l'i ke giving the dogs cocai ne.

Al attenpts to pass |egislation
regul ati ng these abuses have failed tine and
tinme again. |It's |like Senate President Tom Lee
said at the recent Conm ssion hearing in
Tal | ahassee | ast week, this is an industry that
has proven tinme and again that it is incapable
of reform The industry rem nds ne of the drug
addi ct or alcoholic that lives in denial;
everyone el se can see the problem except for
them They deny, contest even the nobst obvious
and flagrant abuses to these dogs. |nstead
they blane it on lies, or false reporting, or
bi as nedi a, or they say, oh, that happened

years ago, we don't do that anynore.
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There's a fanous quote by Upton Sinclair.
It goes like this. It is difficult to get a
man to understand sonet hi ng when his sal ary
depends on himnot understanding it. |f you
were in Tall ahassee | ast week |istening to
representatives for the greyhound industry, you
saw a perfect exanple of that quote in action,
and you're seeing it here today.

The Florida | egislative process has failed
these i nnocent animals. They're gentle dogs.
It's time to stop playing ganes with their
lives. Please give the public a chance to vote
their heart on this issue. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI:  Carey Theil .

MR THEIL: Comm ssioners, thank you for
the opportunity to speak before you today. |I'm
Carey Theil, executive director of GREY2K USA.
We're a national and nonprofit greyhound
protection organi zation. | have spent the |ast
ei ght years in Tallahassee fighting for reforns
of this industry, in fact working with sone
current nenmbers of the CRC to do that, and
unfortunately those efforts have not succeeded,
so we are here today.

Just to give you a few reasons why this
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proposal deserves your support. First of all,
there is significant docunentation about the
humane problenms in this industry. According to
state records four hundred and thirty-eight
raci ng greyhounds have died at Florida tracks
since 2013. On average a racing greyhound dies
in Florida every three days. That's according
to the state DBPR.  94% of those doges are
three years, three years old or younger.

Injuries, we do not have statewide injury
reporting, but one county, Sem nole County has
passed injury reporting in its county, and just
since May there have been forty docunented
injuries in that county, including thirty-two
dogs who have suffered broken bones and two
dogs that died. Also, over the past decade
there have been four hundred ni neteen greyhound
drug positives in Florida, again according to
the DBPR, including sixteen greyhound cocai ne
positives.

Also, | just want to clarify sonething.
This is an issue that you need to consider
because Article 10 Section 7 of the Florida
Constitution currently through a grandfather

cl ause allows and aut hori zes ganbling on
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commer ci al greyhound racing, so we do not have
the option of going to the legislature in terns
of a prohibition on dog racing. That's why
this is before you. For all of those reasons |
urge your favorable support of proposal 67,

t hank you.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI :  Thank you.

Robert Runci e, Reinaldo D az, and Ti m Lanova,
or Canova, sorry.

MR. RUNCI E: Good afternoon, and thank you
for the opportunity to be here. 1'm Bob
Runci e, Superintendent of Broward Public
Schools. I'malso the president of the Florida
Associ ation of District School Superintendents,
and | am speaki ng on behalf of the
superintendents regarding five proposals which
we have serious concerns and are in opposition
to. The first one is 33, which requires
superintendents to be appointed by the district
school board. This would repeal the authority
of local citizens to determ ne whet her school
superintendents are el ected or appointed in
each county.

We believe that that decision of whether a

| ocal superintendent of schools is elected or
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appoi nted should remain in the hands of the

| ocal citizens. There has been no research.
There is no study, there is no evidence based
on the performance of schools within the state
of Florida or around this nation to say whet her
el ected or appointed would be any different.

At the end of the day all superintendents
represent the public through either el ected
directly or through el ected school board
menbers.

The second one is 43, which enacts sone
termlimts for school board nenbers. The
question we would ask is that, you know, why is
this only limted to a specific group of
constitutional officers. |It's got -- and the
i npl enentation of it would be inconsistent with
how | aws have been inpl enented previously.

Nunmber 71, this is a law that would
aut hori ze a separate process for the
establ i shnment of public schools. It actually
woul d put the legislature in the business of
actually creating schools. | don't believe
that's sonmething that the |egislature would now
want to be in the business of. It's a

chal | enge enough for our local districts, nuch
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|l ess the legislature. And there are |ots of
provi sions that would have to be taken into
consi derati on.

One of themis when you have a hurricane,
who do you | ook to? You |look to the |oca
public schools to have facilities to be able to
support --

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI : Thank you.

MR. RUNCIE: -- the residents.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI:  Thank you very
much, Superi nt endent.

MR RUNCIE: Al right, thank you.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI @ Reinaldo D az.
M. Diaz, welcone.

MR DI AZ: Thank you. |'m here on behalf
of Lake Worth Water Keeper, which watches over
the water shed of nost of Pal m Beach County,
I ncludi ng the Lake Wrth Lagoon and our
beaches. Qur main interest is to protect the
community that that water shed supports, which
is based on, it's towards -- | just wanted to
poi nt out a couple of facts that we found out
| ast week.

AAA gave ei ghteen hotels in Pal m Beach

County five and four dianond ratings. To point
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out howrare that is, only |less than half of
one percent nationw de gets the five percent,
or the five-dianond rating. Less than six
percent get the four-dianond rating. Forbes
travel guide naned Pal m Beach County a top
destination in the world, putting it on par
with cities |ike Sydney, Australia and Buenos
Aires, Argentina.

So, the point of all this is that these
tourists, they cone, cone to Pal m Beach County,
and probably nost of our state, because of the
forty-seven mles of beaches in Pal m Beach
County, and they're not down here to view
drilling platforns, so I'min support of
proposal 91. The inportance of our tourism
I ndustry is by far our biggest enployer, is by
far our biggest source of incone. And before |
actually went to | aw school here at Nova, | ust
down the wal kway, | spent nost of ny life
wor ki ng as a guide, as a scuba diving gui de,
and as a fishing guide, and | saw firsthand how
our industry is regularly attacked by proposals
such as offshore drilling. So, | respectfully
ask that this Comm ssion carries out the

original intended purpose of proposal 91 and
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allows the State of Florida and its voters to
voi ce their opposition to offshore drilling.
Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI :  Thank you.
After, M. Canova we're going to go to
El i zabeth Til son, Jol ene Shapiro, and Larry
Shapiro. M. Canova, wel cone.

MR. CANOVA: Thank you. Good afternoon,
Conmm ssioners. Thank you for your tine today.
I"'mTimCanova. |'ma |law professor at this
great university, and I'mchair of the
comunity action group called progress for all.
| didn't conme here to speak about greyhounds
today, but hearing both sides | was quite
i npressed with Carey Theil's statistics that he
gave us, and | would certainly urge for
proposal 67 to end greyhound racing.

| also wanted to speak up for proposal 91
to ban offshore oil and gas drilling. W have
to be | ooking out for future generations, for
our tourismindustry, and for the future of the
oceans of this great state, and the beaches.
For that matter |'malso for hone rule, | guess
from 61, which would allow | ocal communities to

protect the environnent.
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Proposition 97 seens |ike one of the
crazi est ones before this Comm ssion. It would
make it nore difficult to pass the kinds of
proposal s that you're considering today by
maki ng abstentions count as no votes on these
proposals. | certainly you to vote no on 97.

I"'mreally here today to speak up for
proposal 62, for open prinmaries. W've
conducted surveys. 70% of the voters of this
state support open primaries. That's
denocrats, republicans, and independents. 3.4
mllion Florida voters are now a non-party
affiliation. They deserve a voice. And |
under st and that Conm ssioner Schifino's
anmendnent to the rules allows for proposals
that were voted down in commttee to be brought
back by a majority of the full commttee. |
urge you to support open prinmaries in the state
of Florida. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI:  Thank you.
Eli zabeth Tilson. | if | could just ask
everyone to not clap or boo, thank you. Ms.
Ti | son.

M5. TILSON:. Hello, ny nane is Elizabeth

Tilson, an" I'"'mfrom Boca Raton, Florida.
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Thank you for being here today. | want you to
know that |I'ma proud nother of three children,
twenty-four, twenty-two, and twelve. | have

been in Florida for twenty years, an' |'m here
to respectfully ask you to vote no on 22 if it
ever conmes back. And frankly, I'ma little
curious as to why in the beginning of the
hearing it was nade so apparent that it's not
com ng back. |If you can nmake assurances that
it wll not conme back, | will give up the rest
of my turn. Can you nake those assurances?
No, okay, thank you.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI :  Jol ene Shapi ro.

M5. SHAPIRO Hello, ny nane is Jol ene
Shapiro, and |I'ma resident of Pal m Beach
Gardens. A greyhound does die on a Florida
track once every three days. Plus, the dogs
handl e countl ess agoni zing injury. G eyhound
racing is illegal in forty states. Do we
really want to be known as the state that

pronotes institutionalize cruelty to dogs? |

respectfully ask the CRC to support Senator Tom

Lee's proposed constitutional anmendnent nunber
67 that would end this antiquated and barbaric

practi ce.
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COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI ;@ Larry Shapiro.

MR SHAPIRO H . My nane is Larry
Shapiro. |'ma resident of Pal m Beach Gardens,
and | agree with ny wife, of course.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI :  You shoul d stop
there, M. Shapiro. |It's not going to get
better fromthere.

MR SHAPIRO I'mnot going to take -- I'm
not going to take nuch time. | urge you to
support proposition proposal 67. You know, in
addition to the injuries, in addition to the
deaths on the track, these aninmals spend upward
of twenty-three hours a day in small cases,
such cruel and unusual punishment. These dogs
have commtted no crine other than being born
into the wong breed. Thank you for your tine.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI : Thank you. Next
up, Denise Cranmer, Robert Hudson, and Kat hy
Maal ouf. Dr. Denise Cramrer?

DR CRAMVER: Crammer, yes.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI : Cr ammer .

DR CRAMMER: Hi, I'mDr. Crammer. | work
here at Nova Sout heastern University. | am
working with the Child Protection Master's

Program and within the many years |'ve worked
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with Nova, seventeen now, |'ve also had a
private practice, and within that private
practice |I've seen a lot, a lot of victins,
victins of abuse. So, when | was asked to talk
about proposal 96, that's why |I'mhere, Marcy's
Law.

| want to discuss proposal 96. W want to
get this in action. A constitutional anmendnent
of victims rights would guarantee equal rights
to crinme victins. The victins and their
famlies would receive informati on about their
rights and the services available to them
Because of all the post-traunmatic stress that
these victins get they need psychol ogi cal
services. They m ght need sone financi al
services. They need help, just |ike the people
that have hurt themthat are in the jails, in
the prisons.

| worked at a maxi mum security felony
prison and | saw sonme of the things that these
peopl e were getting that actually hurt other
peopl e, and when | | ook at what the people, the
victinse were getting, it was far |ess than
three neals a day and paid housekeeping. | pay

$75 a week for housekeeping, and they got their
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beds made and their sheets cl eaned, and
everything done. They ate on nice plates, and
nice silverware, even though we tried to get
themto eat on plastic, but, no, they had those
rights.

Vell, | want the victins to have sone of
these rights too. | want themto be notified
when they cone up for parole. | want themto
notify when any kind of thing is happening with
them where they can go to court, and they can
be there in court to give their own opinions.

I want to propose that proposal 96 go through,
and we need to be there for these victins,
Marcy's Law. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI : Thank you.

Robert Hudson. M. Hudson, going once, going
twce. There we are.

MR, HUDSON:. Yes, hello. M nane is Bob
Hudson, and | would like to thank you for being
here today, and for letting us be here today.
| strongly urge you to propose proposition, the
proposal nunber 29. E-verify is a cunbersone
burden to enployers. It will harm communities.
And this is a task for our |egislatures.

That's the place where that shoul d be put
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forward

And | also would like to tal k about three
education proposals, nunber 33. | urge you to
oppose proposal nunmber 33. School
superintendents, they represent all famlies in
the district. They should be elected to their
positions by the voters. Proposal 44, |
strongly urge you to oppose proposal 44. The
current process is fine. Changes to the
m ni num voting threshold to inplenment tuition
and fee changes will hinder our, the education
of our children, and our students, so | urge
you oppose proposal -- and proposal 93. | urge
you oppose proposal 93, chartered districts to
replace public schools is not a good thing for
our communities. | strongly urge you to oppose
proposal 93. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI @ Thank you. Yes.

M5. MAALOUF: Hi. Good afternoon,
Comm ssioners. M/ nane is Kathy Mal ouf, and |
amthe Vice Provost for Student Affairs at
M am - Dade Col | ege, one of the twenty-eight
institutions conprising the acclained Florida
Col | ege System Thank you for the opportunity

to provide sonme remarks today. Today | cone
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before you, in support of Conmm ssi oner

Washi ngton's proposal nunber 83 which calls for
the inclusion of the Florida College Systemin
our state constitution, while affirm ng that
the State Board of Education still provide us
over si ght.

For close to eight decades Florida's
comunity and state coll eges have played a
crucial role in educating mllions of
Fl ori di ans, and have hel ped support our state's
econom c growh, its workforce, and
devel opnent. At M am -Dade Col | ege, for
exanpl e, we've opened a door of opportunity
t hrough education to nore than two million
students, and counting. W are proud nenbers
of the FCS, and are inspired daily by the
success stories of the eight hundred thousand
current students who have trusted our
institutions wth their education and their
future.

Today the FCS | eads the nation in the
per cent age of students graduating from coll ege,
and currently nine out of ten FCS graduates
either are working or continuing their

education. Recognizing our FCS in the Florida
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Constitution will only help our institutions
continue to thrive, ensuring to remain the top
col l ege systemin Anerica.

Equal ly inportant is the recognition of
our current governance structure as the best
way to ensure our colleges continue to respond
ninbly and effectively to | ocal business and
I ndustry demands. Qur students are the next
generation of the world | eaders, and it is at
our institutions where they acquire the skills
and know edge needed to succeed. By including
the FCS in our college institution you will be
letting the world know how proud Floridians are
of this top-notch system of education where
there's doors of opportunities w de open to all
who seek the Anmerican dream

| thank Conm ssioner WAshi ngton for her
proposal, and for all of you for a continuous
support. Have a good day.

COW SSI ONER KARLINSKI:  You, too. Thank
you. Diana Taub, Peter Utal, diff Bauer.

D ana Taub.

M5. TAUB: H . Good afternoon. M/ nane

is Diana Taub. |1'ma resident of Broward

County, Florida. Hello to ny friends and
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nei ghbors that are here today. 1'd like to
speak in favor and agai nst sonme proposals, but
first and forenost |let nme speak in favor of
proposal 97. Florida's Constitution should |ay
out our framework of governnment. It should not
be a device of special interests used to
advance their agendas w thout going through the
| egi sl ative process.

Change shoul d not be made on a whim or
passed pushed through by just a few people. |If
a legitimate need for the constitution to be
changed arises, it should be anmended, but it
shoul d not be an easy process. That's why the
proposal 97 is very inportant. Wen a group
believes that Florida would be better off with
a change to the constitution they should put in
the hard grassroots efforts that's required to
educate and notivate voters to get out and
vote. And that's really what we should be
doi ng, notivating our voters to get out and
vote for what's right, and for changes that
have gone through the | engthy process.

Thi s proposal ensures that it truly takes
60% of the electorate to anmend the

constitution. It's the highest threshold, and

800-726-7007

Veritext Legal Solutions

305-376-8800



© 00 N o o~ wWw N

N N N N N N P B P PP R R R R
a A W N BB O © 0O N O 0o~ W N+, O

Page 129

it's tough to pull off. Personally, |I prefer a
hi gher threshold, but the 60%is not
unr easonabl e gi ven the inpact changes that the
constitution -- changes to the constitution
woul d have on all of us.

Let me say also quickly, if I can, yes to
10 civic education so that all students can
assimlate to be Americans and Judeo- Chri sti an
val ues our countries were founded on are not
| ost, so students understand how to participate
I n governnment, and they also |learn howto
operate within it.

I'"d also like to say no to 62, primary
el ections were established for parties and
respective voters, and that should renmain that
way. |If we want to do away with the parties
first --

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI @ Thank you very
much.

M5. TAUB: Ckay, I'lIl wite the rest of
themto you.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI:  Peter Utal.
Pl ease do. Thank you.

MR UTTAL: H. M nane is Peter Uttal.

|'"'ma veteran teacher with twenty-two years'
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experience in public schools, and | just wanted
to say about proposal 4, it seens to ne it's an
obvious no brainer that it flies in the face of
the First Amendnent of the Constitution of the
United States so if it finally gets passed the
State of Florida is going to have one heck of a
| awsuit on its hands, and | want to tell you
way in advance | don't want to pay to defend
that lawsuit wth ny tax noney.

Proposals 4 and 45 have ne a little
confused so | want to get this straight. They
suggest to use our public tax noney to fund
parochi al and private schools. Does that nean
you want to take $6,000 away fromthe kid's
public school in Liberty Cty to give a
di scount to a rich guy in Aventura to send his
kid to the Heritage School? You want to reduce
funds to public schools in Opa-Locka to send
weal thy kids to exclusive religious schools in
Boca Raton? Are you going to offer a $6, 000
voucher to ghetto kids to go to an expensive
school at $42,000 a year; where's he going to
get the rest of the noney fronf

These proposals are a Trojan horse

guaranteed to defeat public education. And it

Veritext Legal Solutions
800-726-7007 305-376-8800



© 00 N o o~ wWw N

N N N N N N P B P PP R R R R
a A W N BB O © 0O N O 0o~ W N+, O

Page 131

may not be -- this may not be a classist and a
raci st proposition in intent, but | fear that
it's certainly going to be classist and raci st
inresult. They wll shower noney on wealthy
whi tes whil e picking the pockets of the bl ack,
the brown, and the poor. Please vote no on 4
and 45.

I'"d also Iike to say proposal 29, stop
pi cking on inmm grants, they don't deserve it.
And 1'd like to say 62, open primaries, nost of
the people in Florida are not registered
republicans or denocrats. G ve themthe chance
to vote. [It's not very denocratic if you
don't. Thank you very much.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI ;@ Thank you very
much. diff Bauer. After M. Bauer we're
going to go to Don McKenna, Ray CGolish, and
Hai | ey Ber man.

MR. BAUER  Good afternoon. Thank you
very nmuch for the opportunity to speak to you.
I'mdiff Bauer. [|I'mhere to represent M am
Jewi sh Health, who |I've had the privilege to
work for for the |ast seven years. M am
Jewi sh Heal th has been treating nursing hone

residents since 1940, for nore than
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seventy-ei ght years, and we continue, are very
proud of the fact of observing the patient
rights that they all richly deserve and have.
In part, for twd, and two reasons | stand

bef ore you to oppose proposal nunber 88.

The first reason is patient rights in the
state of Florida are well protected in the
current Florida Constitution. They're
protected in Article I Sections 2 and Section
26. They're also protected explicitly well in
Section 400 of Florida State Statutes under
both patient rights, as well as the section on
| ong term care onbudsman. The second reason
stand before you in opposition to proposal 88
Is that this proposal is a knee jerk reaction
to the tragedy that occurred in a nursing hone
here in Broward County.

Thi s proposal does nothing to prevent such
a tragedy fromoccurring. Wat has happened
since that tragedy is that the governor, the
state legislatures, the state regulators, and
nursi ng honme owners and operators in this
state, have worked very cooperatively together
to conme up with newrules. The rules are now

currently before the Florida |egislature to
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ratify that will assure, or help mtigate at

| east, greatly mtigate the opportunity, or the
chance that this could happen again, this type
of power generation, power generation problem
coul d occur again.

This is an unnecessary proposal to our,
addition to our constitution. Qur patients
have right. And |'ve |left you a book of our
patient rights that every one of themreceives
every year. Thank you very much.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI @ Thank you. Don
McKenna.

DR. MCKENNA: Good afternoon,
Comm ssi oners. Thanks very much for the
opportunity to appear before you. | amthe
presi dent and CEO for Jupiter Medical Center in
Jupiter, Florida. As a leader in the health
care systemny responsibility is to make sure
that we deliver high quality care cost
effectively, and access to all. Proposal 54,
which 1''masking for you to oppose, the CON
dramatically inpacts the cost of care as an
I ncrease, decreases the quality of care, and |
will assure you wll mnimze the access.

We conpete in the health care industry
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every day. However, we don't manufacture

wi dgets, we don't, we don't introduce a new
supplier to the comunity and expect that the
price will go down. The challenge here is that
in health care we do not operate in a free

mar ket system  Qur reinbursenent is dictated
to us by the government, both Medicare and

Medi cai d.

Two thirds of the paynents at Jupiter
Medi cal Center conme fromthe governnment. That
doesn't allow nuch for negotiating with managed
care organi zations. Elimnating the CON woul d
significantly inpact and jeopardi ze our role as
a community hospital in the way in which we
deliver care. Elimnating the CON woul d
significantly hanmper Jupiter Medical Center's
ability to provide mllions of dollars of
community benefit for health and wel | ness.

CON does work in Florida. [It's an
effective tool that protects the quality of
care in everyone's community. It ensures that
all voices are heard equally, and services are
provided in a high-quality manner; sonething
all of us want, expect, and certainly deserve.

So, thank you for the opportunity to allow ne
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to speak before you today, and | ask for your
support in opposition of proposal 54.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI :  Thank you, very
much. Dr. Ray Colish

DR, GOLI SH: Good afternoon. |'m Raynond
Golish. | amthe Chief Quality Oficer at
Jupiter Medical Center a 51C3 not for profit
hospi tal one hour north of here in Pal mBeach
County. And, | cone to you here today w thout
not es speaki ng extenporaneously wth a personal
appeal. And, I'd like to urge you to vote
agai nst 54 because of the unintended
consequences it woul d have on two aspects of
health care; both the quality of care, but also
the availability and access to care.

And | nentioned that we're in the
community hospital, and so I'd like to do that
by way of the word community. But personally,
I'"'ma Fell owship Trai ned Spinal Surgeon, Board
Certified Othopedi c Surgeon, a PhD Data
Scientist, and an MBA Health Care
Adm nistrator. And when | think about ny
col | eagues in health care around the state of
Florida, we serve this industry as opposed to

sone ot her wonderful industry because of
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comunity, because of the need to provide high
quality care to all nenbers of our comunity,
and build that comunity regardl ess of the
ability to pay, but also for those people nost
enpowered to participate in the health care
system but al so those people nost at risk.

And that brings us to the piece about
access. | think many of us believe that nmany
I ndustries can thrive in a highly conpetitive
environnment in which it is lightly regul at ed,
and market forces prevail. There are plenty of
mar ket forces in health care, however health
care is unique. And this speaks to the ability
of all menbers of our conmunity to access it
with a way that is both high quality, and a way
t hat enabl es access, and does so in a way that
buil ds communities. So, | urge you all as
Commi ssioners in the community of Florida in
order to help us continue to do that and vote
no on 54. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI:  Thank you very
much. Hail ey Berman.

M5. BERMAN: Good evening. M nane is
Hai |l ey Berman, and |'m a student at Broward

College. | urge the Conmttee to ratify
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proposal into the constitution. The Florida
Col | ege System serves ei ght hundred thousand
students, alnost three tines the nunber of
students in that the State University System
however the FCS is not recognized in the
constitution while SUS is.

Meanwhile, it isn't just about quantity,
it's also about quality. The FCS is routinely
recogni zed as anong the best in the nation,
contributing to Florida's rank as the nunber
one state of higher education. Not only do the
students get to experience and see the effects
of a quality education state coll eges provide
at a low cost, but so do, so do the residents
of Florida. N ne out of ten FCS graduates
continue education or are enployed in the
state. This neans that education continues to
I nprove while pronoting econom c grow h.

An educated workforce is the key to state
prosperity. To see such prosperity quickly and
everl asting proposal 83 needs to be in
Florida's Constitution. | also want to take a
monment to state ny opposition to proposals 4
and 22, and ny support for 91. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI:  Thank you very
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much. Qur next three speakers are Ekaterina
Kopt enko, Melissa Erben, and Harriet Mathis.
Ms. Koptenko, you are recogni zed.

M5. KOPTENKO. Hello. MW nane is
Ekat eri na Koptenko. | am a sophonore student
at Broward College, and |I'm here today to speak
to you regarding proposal 83. The state
coll ege systemis the only sector of public
education that is not recognized in the
constitution of the state of Florida. As a
matter of fact, currently both the kindergarten
t hrough twel ve and the state university system
are included in our constitution. The state
col | ege system however, provides over three
times as many students wth post-secondary
education annually, therefore | along with
nunmer ous ot her students believe that the state
col | ege system shall not be an exception, and
deserves to be officially represented in the
Fl ori da Constitution.

The state college systemis a valuable
asset to Florida. It not only provides our
residents, including mnorities, wonen, and
veterans, with essential education, but it also

I npacts our state's economc stability and
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overall wellness. Speaking fromny persona
experience, Broward Col |l ege provided ne with
remar kabl e prof essional opportunities,
preparing ne to enter the work force. As an

i mm grant and as a dual enrolled student, | am
beyond grateful for all ny experiences at
Broward Col | ege.

It is crucial to note that our state
col l ege systemis considered anong the best in
the entire nation. |It's consistent top ratings
only further prove this point. For this
reason, our state college system should not be
subj ect to change during every legislative
session. On the contrary, we should enbrace
our current state college system by including
it in the state constitution because it is the
only way to ensure there remains efficient and
continues to pronote student success.

Today the Constitution Revision Conm ssion
possesses an exceptional ability to help our
state and its residents. By supporting the
current state college system the Commi ssion
wi |l make a positive inpact, economcally
supporting the workforce, and future

generations of Floridians. As a current
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student and a future professional, | encourage
the Conm ssion to stand behind the proposal and
hel p, hel p make our state be an even better
place to live in, thank you.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI:  Thank you.
Melissa Erben? No Melissa. Harriet Mthis.
kay. COkay our next three are Sue Trombino,
Matthew, it | ooks |ike Bal zera, and John
Boggess, Dr. John Boggess.

MR TROMBINO Yes, ny nane is Sue
Tronmbino. | amfrom Boca Raton, Florida. | am
not fromthis country, but I ama US. Ctizen,
and |I' a thirty-eight-year educator. | amthe
founder and president of Wnen | npacting the
Nation, and | am here speaking today in favor
of proposal 22. The Florida court has betrayed
the parents and children of this state. |
woul d like to ask this Conm ssion to Florida,
to ask this Comm ssion to fix the privacy
agreenent. It was never intended to confer a
right to abortion, it was clearly intended, the
original intent was intended for informational
privacy.

This was the nost requested thing the

public has asked you for, and it is the one
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thing we wanted. But even though you failed to
pass it | amrespectfully asking you to bring
this back. You have the ability to bring this

proposal back, and | pray you do so. Thank

you.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI : Thank you. Matt
Bal zor a.

M5. BALZORA: Hello, ny nane is Matt hew
Bal zora. | am a student of Broward Coll ege,

and | am here to speak in favor of proposal 83.
Here in Florida we have the fourth greatest
col l ege, state college system and we have
nearly three tinmes the anount of students in
the state college systemthan in the state
Uni versity system So, the state college
system has provided ne with nmany new vari ous,
many new various opportunities that | have
been, that | amgrateful to have taken
advantage of, as well |'m sure many, many
young, young students here are grateful for as
wel | .

That is why we need -- that is why we need
to put the state college system the state
colleges into the constitution. That way we

can -- that way we can avoid the constant
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threat of, or constant changes that may, that
may negatively inpact the systemfor years to
cone. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI : Thank you. Dr.
Boggess.

DR. BOGGESS: Good afternoon, M.

Chai rman, Comm ssioners. M nane is Dr. John
Boggess. |'ma resident of Pal m Beach County.
I"'ma retired educator of thirty-six years, and
a grandparent of four Florida students. [|I'm
sharing nmy thoughts in support of the proposa
to approve alternative authorizer for public
charter schools. This forumtoday is focused
on Florida's Constitution. This docunent

provi des, freedom justice, and education. The
opportunity for education choices nust be
expanded in this day and age for all students
to succeed.

Choi ces nust be available for those
famlies and students that may live in a
chal l enging district or area, have speci al
educati on needs, or aspirations of vocation,
technical, arts, education pathways. Currently
sonetines individual biases, district policy,

political position, restrict education access
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and opportunities for the students. Wth the
addition of the alternative authorizer for
charter schools to our state constitution,
choices for famlies and students will be a
right, and never di m ni shed.

W need to ensure that all students of the
great state of Florida has the opportunity to
recei ve an excel lent education that will give
them the opportunity to succeed and | ead
productive lives. The proposal before you w ||
guarantee by constitution this opportunity.
Thank you again for your tine.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI:  Thank you very
much. Reverend Mtch Husar, Leander Baltinore,
and David Harris. Wlcone. Are any of you
here? Reverend Husar, Leander Baltinore, or
David Harris? GCkay, our next three speakers
will be Peter Levine, Rita, is it Cassady,
yeah, Rita Cassady, and Fred Segal. Are any of
you here? Yes, sir.

MR, SEGAL: Good afternoon. Fred Segal.

I Iive in Ponpano Beach, and | want to thank
you for being here in Broward County. The main
thing |'mhere to speak against today is

proposal 29. The issue | have with putting
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e-verify in the constitution is you're
mandati ng a federal conputer-based systemthat
has flaws in it as a nmethod to utilize in the
constitution. |If you're going to do sonething
with e-verify it needs to be in statute, not
constitutional, especially with it being a
federal based system

In addition, there is going to be so many
I ssues on the ballot we're just going to dilute
the ballot so nuch that the people are going to
| ose interest and not vote on things. E-verify
does not work. |'m President of Broward County
Farm Bureau. | have friends who are farmng in
Pal m Beach County who farm 5, 000, 6,000 acres.
They have problens finding help to harvest
crops at their farm They're not paying people
m ni rum wage, they're paying $12, $13 an hour.
Now, it's not a |lot of noney for the hard work
that it is, but it's hard finding people to do
the work, and they can only pay so nuch because
they don't -- we don't -- as farmers they don't
set the price they're selling for, they have to
accept it.

When we' ve got products being put on the

mar ket from Mexi co and other countries, we
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can't conpete if we have to pay higher dollars
for harvesting. |'d ask you please do not nove
forward with proposal 29.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI : Thank you, sir.
Qur next three speakers, Katherine Smth, David
Consuegra, and Andrew Cuddi hy. M. Snith.

M5. SMTH: H . M nane is Kathy Smth.
I live in Delray Beach, Florida. | have four
children that | have raised here in the state
of Florida, and | amextrenely upset that we
even have proposal 22 on this agenda. On
behal f of the thousands of Floridians across
the state that have signed I would like to
present a petition that rejects proposal 22's
intent to limt the access of reproduction
health care services. Please do not pass
proposal 22.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI : Thank you. David
Consuegr a.

MR. CONSUEGRA: Good afternoon.
Consuegr a.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI:  Consuegr a.

MR, CONSUEGRA: My nane is David
Consuegra. As an honor student at Broward

Col l ege | am speaking in support of proposal 83
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as an anmendnent to Florida's Constitution. |
believe the state college system both all ows
and ensures that students in Florida can obtain
an affordabl e quality education enabling them
to pursue the life they deserve. Successfu
students will ensure Florida's success, but to
succeed students need prograns that are
tailored to |l ocal job necessities.

The synergy resulting from cooperation
bet ween busi nesses and school s best neets the
needs of both students and busi nesses.
Furthernore, Florida's popul ation continues to
grow at a rate of 1,000 people per day, thus
expandi ng and mai ntaining Florida' s higher
education infrastructure is critical to
ensuring that the grow ng popul ati on has the
proper tools to neet the grow ng | ocal job
demands.

Preparing students to neet job demands
shoul d be the primary m ssion of our state
coll eges. This proposal, if adopted, wll
ensure that a representative assessnent of
proj ected enpl oynent opportunities wll result
in colleges tailoring prograns to neet the

needs of business. | believe proposition 83
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shoul d be added to the Florida Constitution
because it both recogni zes and supports the
possi bl e synergy avail abl e when busi nesses and
col | eges cooperate to enpower students wth
skills necessary for their success, so | urge
the Coonmittee to vote in favor of proposal 83.
| thank you very much.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI : Thank you. Yes,
sir.

MR, CUDDI HY: Good afternoon. M nane is
Andrew Cuddi hy. | amDirector of Health
Pronotions for the Anerican Lung Association in
Florida, and | am here representing the
American Lung Association in Florida. 1'd |ike
to thank the Comm ssion for your hard work, and
|"d like to state that |'"mhere in opposition
to proposal 94. Proposal 94 anends Article 10
Section 27 of the Florida Constitution, and it
woul d strip | anguage that requires the Florida
| egi slature to spend tobacco settl enment noney
according to CDC gui del i nes.

It would also allow prevention dollars to
be diverted to cancer research. Now, everybody
Is in favor of cancer research, but this is not

the way to fund cancer research, by diverting
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prevention dollars to cancer research. |[|'d

li ke to nake a couple points. Tobacco
prevention is cancer prevention. |'mgoing to
say that again. Tobacco prevention is cancer
prevention. Make no m stake about it, proposal
94 woul d increase Florida' s cancer burden.

A couple -- a couple little points about
Florida's best practice tobacco prevention
program It's reduced adult tobacco use by
6. 5% reduced youth tobacco use by 70%
Florida's |l egislature has proven its |ack of
ent husi asm for fundi ng tobacco preventi on.
Once again, cancer research is inportant, but
it should not be funded using prevention
dollars. Thank you for your tine.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI : Thank you. CQur
next three speakers are Stephanie Moon, Mary
Washi ngton, and Shannon either Cho or Oho.

St ephani e, are you here? Stephanie is not.
Mary Washington. |Is -- and after you it's
Shannon - -

M5. OTTO Oto, OT-T-O

COW SSI ONER KARLINSKI:  Oto. Al right,
let's let Ms. Washington go first, and then,
and then Ms. Qto.
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M5. WASHI NGTON: Good afternoon. M nane

is Mary Washington, and | live in Mam -Dade
County. | ama retiree, but | also work as a
substitute teacher in Mam -Dade County. | am

here today, and it may not be sonething that
can be handl ed by this Comm ssion, but it's
sonething so inportant to me that | wanted to
bring it to the attention of those of you who
are here.

As | work as a substitute teacher, |
realize sonme of ny students only cane to school
and wore their school uniform because it was
conmpul sory. Since there are consequences for
the students and parents if the students do not
conply a | arge percentage of the students were
usually in conpliance. That led ne to concl ude
I f students nust conply with school attendance
| aws, then why the adm nistrators, educators
and staff, have an opportunity to teach, nentor
and coach them After all, if they're not in
school then we have no opportunity to reach
t hem

| began to research the Florida State
Statutes on conpul sory school attendance. |

was shocked to discover the age of sixteen in
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the state of Florida. During the 2016
presidential election canpaign there was a | ot
of support free coll ege education. |If that's
so inportant then why are we letting our
students drop out of school at age sixteen?
"' m here because | would like there to be an
amendnent to the Florida State Statutes to
change the conpul sory school attendance age
from si xteen to ei ghteen.

According to the National Center for
Education Statistics website, Table 5,
conmpul sory school attendance | aws out of the
fifty states thirty-five states have al ready
i ncreased the age fromsixteen. Florida is one
of the states that has not done so. |[If our
students are not in school, then what do we
expect themto be doing at age sixteen? Thank
you for your tine.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI : Thank you. M.
Oto. After Ms. Oto we're going to go to
Victoria Oson, Mchael Brevda, and WI I
Sar ubbi .

M5. OTTO Good afternoon, Conmm ssion.
We're grateful for your service. Thank you.

And there's no question that it is a sacrifice
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for you and your famly, for one which we are
grateful, so thank you for serving. This
Commi ssion has the ability to fix the privacy
amendnment, and it was never intended to confer
aright to an act of abortion. It was clearly
i ntended only for informational privacy, so it
was in regard to information but not an act.

This Comm ssion has the ability to bring
proposal 22 back out, and | urge you to do so
because thousands of people all across Florida
have asked you to do so. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI :  Thank you.
Victoria dson? Yes, ma' am

M5. OLSON: Hi. Good afternoon. M nane
is Victoria Ason, and | live in Fort
Lauderdal e, and |'m speaki ng on behal f of the
Broward Environnmental Caucus of Florida. This
Is on proposal 91, which is to ban fracking
and, to ban drilling and fracking on our coast.
Par don.

So, because of the inportance of this,
let's talk about little bit about offshore
drilling. Have we all forgotten about Deep
Water Horizon already, that BP Gl spill was in
2010, which killed eleven people. [It's first
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nmonth BP spilled 30 mllion gallons of oil into
the gulf, three tines the Exxon Val dez. Over
the next three nonths oil |eakage in the CGulf
of Mexico created the biggest oil disaster in
the United States, that covered Al abanms,

M ssi ssi ppi, and Fl ori da.

Thousands, nore than that, thousands of
protected species were exposed to oil
t hroughout their habitats. The Northern CGulf
of Mexico is honme to twenty-two speci es of
mari ne ani mal s, and anong themthere's about
ten that are on the protected endangered
species list. The @Qulf of Mexico provides
critically inportant habitats for many narine
ani mal s.

The econom c inpact is far worse. Qulf
fishing and tourismindustries produce 3.5
billion to 4.5 billion a year. This
contributed nore to the 700 mllion lost in
fishing and tourism revenues, and three
t housand jobs lost to six nonths, and six
nmonths drilling had to be stopped. But wasn't
-- but what wasn't accounted for --

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI:  Thank you very

much, Ms. O son, we appreciate it. M. Brevda.
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MR, SARUBBI: M. Sarubbi.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI @ Ckay, M.
Sarubbi. M. Brevda --

MR. SARUBBI: Is ny |aw partner.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI @ Ckay, and he's
not here.

MR, SARUBBI: He's actually right behind
me. |'mjust going to speak --

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI:  So, he's wavi ng
and -- got you.

MR, SARUBBI: He'll be -- he'll be
speaking right after nme, Conm ssioner.

COW SSI ONER KARLI NSKI @ Ckay, that's
fine.

MR, SARUBBI: Thank you. Al right, good
afternoon, ny nane is WIlIliam Sarubbi, and |I'm
an attorney with the Senior Justice Law Firm
Qur focus is representing victins, as well as
fam lies, of nursing hone abuse and w ongf ul
death here in the state of Florida. |
represent Carliche Arnoux, who is here today to
support proposal 88. Her father Carl Arnoux
died last year in a substandard assisted |iving
facility here in South Florida.

M. Arnoux was admtted to an ALF for
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seven days while she took her children on a
short famly vacation. He was blind,

wheel chai r bound, and dependent on the assisted
living facility's staff. Wen she returned,
and to use her words, M. Arnoux was half dead.
He had 1060 fever, pneunonia, nultiple

i nfections, and was on death's doorstep. He
was rushed to the energency room but the
damage was al ready done.

M. Arnoux died three weeks after being in
the intensive care unit in the hospital. Wen
we sued the facility, we were greeted with a
m ni mal $50, 000 i nsurance policy that is
wasting away as | speak here today. | submt
to you today where is the accountability for
the long-termcare facilities in the state of
Florida? | drove here to this public hearing
today with nore coverage on ny notor vehicle
than the facility had in coverage that killed
Ms. Arnoux' father. This is not fair or just.

In closing today, | ask the state of
Fl ori da hol d accountable the |ong-term care
facility and industry, and protect our |oved
ones by ensuring that its facilities are

properly insured to care for its residents.
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Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI :  Thank you.

MR. BREVDA: (Good afternoon, everyone. M
nanme is Mchael Brevda, and | am a partner at
Senior Justice Law Firm W are nursing hone
abuse | awyers, and proposition 88 is near and
dear to our heart. | amjoined by Ms. Carl.
Ms. Carl had the unfortunate reality of com ng
tony lawfirmto investigate a nursing hone
negl ect case involving her nother in-law.  She
died at the now i nfamous Hol | ywood Hi | I s Rehab.

Duri ng the pendency of that case her
father died at a conpletely different nursing
home under a conpletely different neglect
standards. These aren't allegations that |I'm
shooting fromthe hip on. Both deaths were
I nvesti gated by governnent agencies. Both
deaths were confirmed to be due to nursing hone
negl i gence. (Guess what happened as a result of
t hese governnent agency findings? Nothing.

GQuess what happened, as ny | aw partner
alluded to earlier, when we send |letters of
representations to these long-termcare
facilities. They have either no insurance,

i ke Holl ywood Hills, or they have a $50, 000
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depl eting insurance policy. Gone are the days
of the nmom and pop nursing hone where the owner
presents to the facility every day to see
what's going on. These are corporate run
nursi ng hones that are operated by private
equity MBAs. They care about one thing, it's
noney. They need to be held financially
account abl e when they kill our senior citizens.

I"mgoing to render the rest of ny tine to
Ms. Carl, so she can share her story, but I
appreci ate you consi dering proposal 88.

M5. CARL: First of all, | want to say
that we did not put our parents into the
nursi ng hone as a conveni ence factor, to park
himthere and | et soneone el se take him take
care of them They were there because they
were recovering fromsurgeries, and they were
to be released returned to hone, and continue
their normal lives. M nother in-law went in,
and she had a red spot on her back which was
known as a bed sore, or pressure wound --

COW SSI ONER KARLINSKI:  Ms. Carl, |
apol ogi ze, we're out of tine.

M5. CARL: Ckay, thank you.

COMM SSI ONER KARLI NSKI:  Thank you. Thank
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you. |I'mnow going to turn the gavel over to
Conmm ssi oner Keiser, who is going to continue
with public testinony. Just a rem nder, we
have about a hundred and twenty-five nore
speakers, if no one el se shows up, so if you
coul d consider waiving in support or opposition
of things that would probably help us try to
get out at a reasonable hour, and get to be
able to hear everyone. So, Conmi ssioner

Kei ser, the gavel is yours.

COW SSI ONER KEI SER: Thank you,

Conmmi ssioner Karlinski. WII the next three

speakers please cone forward? Arthur Joseph,

Greg Yaffa, Janes Weaver. And when you're at
t he podi um woul d you pl ease provi de your nane,
sir?

MR JOSEPH. (Good afternoon. M nane is
Arthur Joseph. |'ma proud resident of Davie,
Florida. And since nobody el se has wel coned
you to Davie, Florida, that's where you're
residing right now Everybody has tal ked about
Broward County, that's great too, but anyway
I"'ma forty- year resident of Davie.

I"d i ke to speak agai nst proposal 4.

We've said no before, we'll say no again. To
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make it easy for you to renenber I'Ill bring out
the letters NRA. It has nothing to do with the
Nati onal Rifle Association, but just no
religious amendnents. | know that NRA strikes
fear in your heart, so that's what 1'd |ike you
to renmenber.

I'"d also like to tal k agai nst proposal 67.
| amthe proud owner of five cats. Actually,
you don't own cats, you just take care of them
But anyway, | believe that | probably |ove
animals nore than | | ove people. | have been
opposed to dog racing for a long, long tine.
I'"'mactually opposed to horse racing. And to
refl ect what the country, this great country of
ours believes in, the R ngling Brothers Barnum
& Bailey Circus went out of business |ast My
because of their mstreatnent of animals, and
Sea World, even though they're still in
busi ness they're no | onger propagating O cas.

So, the times are a changing, and | think
Fl ori da shoul d change too. The dog racing
busi ness shoul d go out of business. Thank you
very much.

MR. YAFFA: Good afternoon, Conmm ssioners.

My nane is Geg Yaffa. |'ve been practicing
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| aw here in the state of Florida for about

si xteen years, and a good portion of that has
been dedi cated representing victins of nursing
hone abuse and assisted living facility abuse.
As a dog lover | can say this, but it troubles
me that there are nore people here advocating
for and agai nst dogs than for our parents and
grandparents that are going to be ultimately
needing to reside in these facilities.

And the travesties that | have seen, and
that sone of the other attorneys have tal ked
about, are m nd boggling. Janes Waver who
stands behind ne has tinme after ne. He's going
to speak about his personal experience with his
not her. But because these facilities are under
staffed, or the CNAs, or the nurses, or the
babysitters if you wll, are not qualified,
|'"ve seen everything fromfall risks, patients
suffering fromdenentia being |eft
unsupervi sed, falling, breaking hips.

And just |ike you heard when you try to
represent these victins and you find out that
there is mniml or no insurance coverage it's
basically turning a blind eye to this abuse,

and it's justifying it, and so what needs to
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happen is these facilities need to be held
accountable if they're going to open their
doors and offer this type of conveni ence and
service to our |oved ones.

And | don't nean to use, say convenience
as if it's a burden off of us, we believe that
these facilities can and shoul d provide better
care than we can at hone. Unfortunately,
that's not the case. But if you don't hold
them accountable, and you allow themto carry
these mnimal policies, or no insurance, it's
turning a blind eye, and it's just not
acceptable. So please nmake sure that proposa
88 noves forward. And I'Il turn the mc over
to Janmes Weaver, thank you.

MR. WEAVER: Good afternoon. |'m Janes
Weaver, and |I'm here to speak about ny nother.
She was eighty-nine years old. She had
denmentia. She had fallen at hone and broken
her left hip. After surgery she was assi gned
to a skilled nursing care facility for
rehabilitation.

Wil e she was there because she would hit
the call button no one would conme to help her.

One night she got out of bed trying to go to
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the bathroomw th her broken hip and fell and
broke her right hip. Subsequently she went to
the hospital for the second surgery, and she
went into cardiac arrest during that surgery.
She survived about six days in I CU and passed
away.

When | used to go visit her | used to see
a lot of what |, violations by the staff. |
reported themto managenent. | was told that
t hi ngs woul d be taken care of, and they
weren't. And | would like to see nore
regul ati ons and, and stricter enforcenent of
those regul ations. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER KEI SER Wl the next three
speakers pl ease cone forward? Jason Fagano,
Austin Philipson, Carol WIschke. Thank you.

MR. FAGANO. (Good afternoon. M nane is
Jason Fagano, and |'"'mwth the law firm of
Dom ni ck, Cunni ngham & Whal en. Proposal 88 is
about common sense. Most inportantly it's
about doing what's right for the citizens of

our state. Otentines people in nursing homes

are unable to stand up for thenselves. They're

relying on the constitution, and specifically

you fol ks, to protect them To not nmandate
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these for profit nursing hones to carry
adequate insurance is not only wong, it's
I mor al .

Too often ny clients have experience
despi cabl e and horrible tragedi es caused by the
negl i gence of nursing hones, and they have no
way to seek justice. That must change.

There's need to be accountability and recourse.
Proposal 88 will do this. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER KEI SER:  Once again do we
have an Austin Philipson or Carol W/I schke?
Yes. No problem you're recognized, sir.

MR, PHILIPSON. Hello. M nane is Austin
Philipson. | ama student of Broward Coll ege,
and | speak today in support of proposal 83.
The state coll ege system has becone a vital
institution to the economc well-being of this
state. It forns a steady pipeline that takes
students and turns theminto trai ned workers of
skill and strong noral standing. These
students go into play a vital role in the | ocal
econony, both as skilled workers and avid
consuners.

As a student nyself | bear wtness to, and

can testify to both the benefit ny college has
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brought to ne, as well as the comunity at

| arge. Proposal 83 will enshrine such a
beneficial systeminto our constitution,
ensuring that this nodel system nuch like the
uni versity system remains untouched by speci al
interests, and continues to serve not only ne
and ny peers, nor my city, nor my county, but
my entire state.

So once again | hunbly ask you to vote for
proposal 83. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER KEI SER: Thank you. The next
t hree speakers, Charlene Bl ackwood, Mary
Hof f man, M chel e Lazarow. WII| you pl ease cone
forward? WMary Hof frman. Thank you.

M5. HOFFMAN: | live in Davie, and |'m
here to support prop 67 and phase out greyhound
racing. As you know dog racing is a dying
I ndustry, and of the eighteen Anerican dog
tracks now operating twelve are in Florida.
Over the years we have seen story after story
about dogs bei ng drugged, papers being forged,
and the kind of existence greyhounds nust
endure, and of the course the injuries and
deat hs.

Pictures of enpty seats at dog tracks are
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proof of the unpopularity of greyhound racing.
Newspaper stories by the New York Tines, the
Washi ngton Post, as well as our own Florida
papers, have said over and over again about the
problenms with greyhound racing. | would |ike
to nmention, the perception of greyhound racing
by non-Fl ori di ans, especially tourists, |ast
year | overheard a tourist commenting that she
was surprised to learn Florida still had

raci ng, because she thought that it had been
out | awed years ago, and | could tell from her
tone of voice that she did not think dog racing
was a good thing.

As sonmeone who grew up in Florida | care
about what people think of ny state. Dog
raci ng has becone one of those throwbacks. |
nmean when was the last tinme you heard anyone
say they were going to a dog track? Qutlaw ng
the cruel and unpopul ar practice, | cannot call
it a sport, of greyhound, greyhound racing,
woul d | et people know that Floridians are
caring practical people who are willing to make
changes when those changes are needed. Pl ease
vote yes on prop 67, and let's phase out

greyhound racing in Florida. Thank you.
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M5. LAZAROW (Good afternoon,

Comm ssioners. | amthe president of the
American, Anmerican, the Animal Defense
Coalition, and | amthe Cty Comm ssioner in
Hal | andal e Beach, so let ne just say that | am
not here today on behalf of ny city, or on
behal f of any track in Hall andal e, because we
do have two racinos. | amin full support of
proposition 67, decoupling is a long tine

over due.

As a Commi ssioner in acity with two
racinos it should be optional for tracks to
have races. Dogs play an inportant role in our
lives, and deserve to be protected from
I ndi vidual s and industries that would do them
harm Greyhounds are sweet and gentl e dogs.
These greyhound tracks are no | onger
econom cally viable. According to state
filings the tracks are losing nore than $30
mllion annually on dog racing. G eyhounds are
literally dying for an industry that the public
no | onger wants.

The dogs thensel ves, as well as | ocal
busi ness owners, are being held hostage by the

state dog raci ng mandate. Endi ng greyhound
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racing is an econon c opportunity for |ocal
communi ties, and the |land can instead be used
for other business opportunities. This wll
create jobs and | ocal tax revenue. G eyhound
breeders are using scare tactic that this is
about an expansi on of ganbling, but that's
nonsense.

Proposal 67 will reduce ganbling by as
much as $200 million per year. | want to thank
Senator Lee for being such a staunch supporter
and sponsoring this ballot initiative. Thank
you.

COW SSI ONER KEI SER: The next three
speakers, Lis Marie, Audrey G egg, and Marda
Genser. Please cone forward. Wl cone.

M5. ALVARADO. Bear seed the fruit. My
nanme is Lis-Marie Alvarado. |'myoung, and |'m
fertile, however it is ny choice to have
children or not. Abortion isn't just about the
right to privacy, it is about wonen's right to
equality. Abortion is a private nedi cal
decision, but it's also a necessary public
good. | want to live ny life the way | choose,
just as nen do. Proposal is obscene, and

shoul d never conme into fruition.
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Also, | amagainst ny tax dollars to be
used for governnent mandated Christian

I ndoctrination of children and taking away mnuch

needed funding from public education. It is
wong and illegal. In addition, |'m agai nst
e-verify. It is a racist and inpractical
system | urge you to reject prop 29 and 4.
Thank you.

COW SSI ONER KEI SER:  Audrey Gregg. Marda
CGenser. The next three speakers pl ease are
Lorna Brown-Burton, Sharon Bock, and Eileen
Pangi one. Thank you.

M5. BROWN- BURTON:  Good afternoon. M

nane is Lorna Brown-Burton. | ama resident
here in Broward County. | live primarily in
Coral Springs. | ama practicing attorney for
thirty years. | stand in support of proposal

41 and 47, and ask for the reconsideration of
proposal 42. | believe that proposal 41, which
rai ses the mandatory age of our judges to
seventy five as well as proposal 47 which

rai ses, which requires ten years' experience to
serve as a county or circuit judge, are
neasures which wll protect, protect the public

trust, and confidence in our judicial system
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as well as honors the experience and w sdom of
our senior judges to bring to the system checks
and bal ances.

| also believe that both of those
proposal s preserve our denocracy, which is the
separation of powers is a fundanmental principle
of our denocracy. | also believe that as a
guardi an of our denocracy the judicial branch
uphol ds the rights guaranteed through our
constitution. It's inportant to guard agai nst
any intrusion by the |l egislative or executive
branch that would undermne this critical
function.

Any attack on the judicial branch, or
attenpt to undermne its independence, is an
attack on the very freedomit is designed to
protect, and it is in this spirit that | ask
t he Commi ssion to reconsider proposal 42, which
related to the sel ection or appointnent of our
judicial nomnating commission and its
conposition. This proposal was laid on the
table, this is ny understandi ng, which welds
the power to appoint said Conm ssioners, has
been and continued to be a central conponent of

our discussion wthin our |egislative branch.
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As per retired Florida Suprene Justice
Asher said we have to safeguard --

COMWM SSI ONER KEI SER: Ma' am t hank you
very much.

M5. BROWN- BURTON:  Thank you.

COW SSI ONER KEI SER The next three
speakers please cone forward. El aine Conn,
Mubar ak Dahir, and Joseph Magri na.

MR. MAGRINA: Geetings. M nane is
Joseph Magrina. | ama full-tinme duel enrolled
student at Broward Col |l ege, and | am here today
to tell you ny personal experience. 1'd like
to take you back in tinme, and | want you to
i magine you are in the first grade. You were
probably cluel ess, yet joyful. You continued
with life, and followed the path that has been
|aid out in your culture and el ders.

Eventual | y though that path cones to an end.
For sone it ends at high school. For others it
ends at a higher institution.

What do all these people share; they are
just as clueless as they were in the first
grade, yet they are probably not as joyful as
they once were. |'Il give you an exanple. A

few years ago, a famly friend graduated with a
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degree in Biology. Currently he is unenpl oyed
in anything related to Biology, but instead he
currently works as a waiter. Another exanple
I's nmy neighbor who just graduated | ast senester
froma very prestigious university with a
honmel and security degree. He is also not doing
anything related to his field, but is instead a
recruiter for a tech firm

Now, | can assure that if you ask these
people if they can go back in tinme and change
their degree to sonething nore applicable they
woul d all say yes. The goal of a state college
Is to teach students skills that will convert
to their imrediate and projected | ocal econony.
There are currently around ei ght hundred
t housand students in the state coll ege system
It is inperative that you adopt proposal 83 and
protect these students and the future econony
of Florida. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER KEI SER: Thank you. |
under st and Sharon Bock is here. M. Bock.

M5. GERA: (Good afternoon. | understand
the confusion. M nane is CGndy Gera, and | am
here on behal f of Sharon Bock, who had to

| eave. [\ Bock is the el ected constitutional
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Clerk & Conptroller for Pal mBeach County.
We're here today to ask your support for
proposal 13 and proposal 55. As Commi ssi oner
Ti mmann stated when introduci ng proposal 13
it's about philosophy, philosophy, nanely that
good governnent functions best when it's

cl osest to the people, but proposal 13 is also
about principles of good governnent.

Florida Cerks and Conptrollers respect
home rule authority, but al so recognize that
just as sonme subjects are reserved to the
state, like election | aws, sone principles,
| i ke the structure of governnent, are best
addressed in our state constitution. @G ven
that the structure of governnent is changed
when a constitutional officer becones an
appoi nted charter officer it nmakes perfect
sense that proposal 13 is before you. Wile at
the federal and state levels citizens are
protected by three branches of governnent at
the local level all power rests with the Board
of County Comm ssi oner.

The franmers of our 1885 Constitution knew
all too well the folly of a concentrated power.

To address this, they created the
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constitutional officers. MNow, this structure
wor ked very well until in recent years when
counties gain authority through the county
charter process to elimnate constitutional

of ficers, change their el ective statuses, or
transfer their duties to non-el ected enpl oyees
of the county.

Proposal 13 would close this gap and nake
all constitutional officers uniformy elected,
they woul d preserve the constitutional and
statutory --

COW SSI ONER KEI SER: Thank you.

M5. CGERA: Thank you.

COW SSI ONER KEI SER: The next three
speakers are Sandra Cote, A N. Turiano, and
David Israel Reyes.

M5. COTE: Good afternoon. M nane is
Sandra Cote. | amcurrently a student at
Broward Col | ege, and one of many who has
personal |y benefited fromour current coll ege
system and hope that with the passing of
proposal 83, all future students to cone wll
have the sane opportunity of furthering their
education at the nation's second | eadi ng

communi ty coll ege.
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Over the years BC has been able to tailor
to the needs of Florida's adverse and rapidly
growi ng community, providing students with
affordable tuition, wiwth the neans to focus
bei ng student success. Wth this in mnd they
have hel ped to create a strong structure on
whi ch students may continue to further build
their careers by providing themthe opportunity
to transfer to four-year universities in state.

My term spent at BC so far has not only
enriched ny life academcally, but also allowed
me, allowed ne the ease of mnd through the
hel p of ny advisors, professors, and nentors to
hel p pave a clear pathway to ny future career
| have been able to seize the many
opportunities that BCS offers to those that are
willing to work for it. M nobst recent
experience with this has been | amcurrently
enrol |l ed as an honor student and intern
(unintelligible), both of which will have a
positive inpact when applying to transfer
universities. Wth this being only ny second
senester at BC | have already been provided
with so nuch information and tools to help ne

proceed.
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Through the approval of proposal 83, you
will be providing this comunity with not only
out st andi ng and af f ordabl e educati on, but the
certainty that this will be here for years to
cone. Thank you.

MR REYES. H . M nane is David Reyes,
and as an honor student at Broward Coll ege, |
strongly recommend the Commttee to adopt
proposal 83 as an anendnent to the Florida
Constitution. The benefits that the State's
college and its | ocal board of trustees brings
to the table does not only apply to us as
students, but it applies to all residents as a
whol e. The col |l eges provi de the highest
quality of education possible, and do so
affordably. Because of this our state coll eges
and | ocal board of trustees should be
represented in the constitution.

O all of Florida's state coll ege system
many of our colleges, or local state colleges
are Aspen Top 125, including BC, where |
attend, and |Indian R ver, which received an
Aspen prize. The Florida College System pl ays
an i nconparable role in increasing job

prospects and stinulating the econony, and this
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shoul d be properly represented in the
constitution considering the fact that we have
nore than doubl e the anmount of people in public
uni versity systens.

Mor eover, when you consider that Florida's
popul ati on continues to grow at a very high
rate you as a Conmmittee have an opportunity to
set the, set the pavenent and rail work for the
next twenty years and future generations.

Local colleges need to be efficient and
responsive to the needs of the comunity, and
fulfill the highly necessary higher education
infrastructure, including but not limted to
prograns that are tailored for |local job
demand, and they are at an affordable tuition
rate.

Let's not forget that these state coll eges
al so provide an unparalleled program for
veterans, elderly, and special needs. | see
that every day at BC, and the best way to give
back to Florida is to nake decisions that wl|
ultimately benefit Floridians. Proposal 83 is
one of them Thank you.

COW SSI ONER KEI SER:  Dr. Eva Parker,

El ai ne Bloom and R chard G osso.
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DR PARKER: (Good afternoon. M nane is

Eva Parker. | am president of Pal m Beach State
College. It is ny pleasure to speak in support
of proposal 83. | want to thank Conmm ssi oner

Washi ngton and Conm ssioner Plymale for their
support of this particular anmendnent, and
particularly the education commttee. Wen I

t hi nk about the constitution, and the purpose
that it serves in the state of Florida, | see
that it is the entity that describes our val ues
and what we support as a state, as well as
sonet hing that ensures that our citizens are

pr ot ect ed.

When | specifically ook nowto the
education provision in Article I X it is clear
that sonething is mssing. That is that the
Florida College Systemis the only systemthat
we have in our state that supports public open
access opportunities for our citizens, and it
seens to ne that it's clear that as sonething
that's inportant in our state, that it's
sonet hing that we val ue, based on the anmount of
dol l ars that we support for our college system
as well as the difference that our system nakes

i n our conmunities.
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It seens that when we have our K-12 system
nmenti oned, and have our university system
nmentioned, that we're mssing that, that mddle
pi ece that ensures that our conmunities are
served, are served, and all our students have
an opportunity. So, | stand and ask of you to
support anendment proposal 83. | think that it
ensures that our students are protected, and
ensures that sonmething that is valuable to our
state is actually honored w thin our
constitution, and not having it there is al nost
like as if there's a hole, and there isn't a
cl ear representation of how inportant that is,
and the difference that it makes wi thin our
state.

So, | support this particul ar anmendnent,
and thank you very nuch.

M5. BLOOM  Good afternoon, |'m El ai ne
Bl oom president and CEO of Plaza Health
Network. We are a 501C3 not for profit
organi zation with seven skilled nursing
facilities in Mam -Dade County. |'mhere to
oppose including skilled nursing facilities in
proposal 54 on certificate of need, and also to

oppose proposal 88 m snaned as part of the
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decl aration of rights.

As sone of you may know | served in the
Fl ori da House of Representatives for over
ei ghteen years. | was Speaker pro tenpore for
two years, and chaired eight major commttees.
In fact, | chaired the health care commttee
when we created the Agency for Healthcare
Adm ni stration that regul ates nursing hones, as
well as the patient's bill of rights. And by
the way skilled nursing facilities are
regul ated very, very tough by the agency.

Al of us in health care, especially the
skilled nursing field, understand that we nust
do nore with | ess, and al so al ways be
accountabl e, for and forenost, for patient
outcones. | urge you to reject inclusion of
skilled nursing facilities in proposal 54, and
all of proposal 88, because both would do great
harm Senator Sobel was totally incorrect a
few mnutes, a little while ago, about skilled
nursing facilities and the need to restrict
trial by jury as the only form of redress.
Arbitrati on when chosen by the patient or
patient's famly provides faster resolution, if

arbitration is agreed to, and reduces the
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waiting tinme for results.

And by the way, if there is a judgnent
whet her through arbitration or through trial by
jury that judgnment nust be paid within sixty
days or the nursing home will lose its |icense,
and it cannot sell its license, so this should
not be in the constitution. And that's
sonething | also want to nention. You all as
the nmenbers of the CRC know that you have to
make essential changes, not put things in the
constitution that should be done by the
| egi slature. Thank you very nmnuch.

COW SSI ONER KEI SER Thank you,
Representative. The next three speakers please
cone forward, Al an Ehrlich, Judith Werr, and
Car ol ann Bart hol omrew.

MR, EHRLICH M nane is Alan Ehrlich, and
| respectfully rise to add my voice in
opposition to proposal 4. | love ny country
and ny state. Most of the tine |'m proud of ny
country and ny state. One of the val ues that
"' mnost proud of is the separation of church
and state. | believe that that separation has
allowed the United States to avoid many of the

probl ens we've seen in other countries around
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the worl d throughout history.
Florida's no aid to religion provision,
whi ch prevents the use of the public treasury
directly or indirectly in aid of any religion
or sectarian institution is nore inportant now
than ever with the increase in Florida's
popul ati on and i nportance. For a hundred
thirty years the no age religion provision has
been a bul wark preventing excess entangl enent
bet ween religion and governnent. | urge you to
| eave the no aid to religion provision in the
Fl orida Constitution. Thank you for your tine.
M5. WERR:  Hello, I"'mJudith Werr. [|I'ma
Florida resident and animal |over. | strongly
support proposal 67 to end greyhound racing in
Florida. Wen not racing the greyhounds spend
their days in cages, and are injured and die on
the tracks. The suffering of animals for
profit is unacceptable, and a disgrace. | also
oppose proposals 4 and 22. Thank you.
COW SSI ONER KEI SER And now Conmi ssi oner
Jacqui Thurl ow Li ppi sch will continue chairing.
COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Good
eveni ng everybody. |'m Jacqu

Thurl ow Li ppi sch. I'mfrom Martin County.
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Thank you so nuch for being here, and staying
here so |late. Please cone up as | call your
name. We'll call three people, and followthe
sanme format that Conm ssioner Keiser did. Don
Ant hony, Dani el Galbut, and Richard Coll ura,

pl ease conme forward. Please state your nane
when you start, and again thank you nuch for
being here. You'll have two m nutes.

MR, ANTHONY: Thank you. [|'m Don Ant hony,
comuni cations director for the Animal Rights
Foundati on of Florida, and |I'm asking you on
behal f of our five thousand nenbers to vote yes
on proposal 67. There's a reason greyhound
racing is illegal nowin forty states.
G eyhounds are bred incessantly to find
w nners. They're kept in cages. They're
frequently drugged. Losers are killed. The
ones who nake it to the track break I egs on the
track, and then they took are killed. This is
not a sport. Every aninmal advocate
organi zati on, every mmjor newspaper around the
state, and the majority of voters in the state,
support proposal 67.

This is one of the few issues where ani nal

advocates and dog track owners are actually in
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agreenent. Animal advocates want to stop the
abuse. Track owners do not want to be forced
to provide an unpopul ar noney | osing event in
order to be allowed to provide nore popul ar
forms of gam ng. Everybody wants dog racing to
end. It's time to vote yes on proposal 67 and
put it before the voters, the taxpayers. |It's
time to let the voters of Florida have their
say. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you
so nuch. Next speaker.

MR, GALBUT: Good afternoon. Thank you
for allowing nme the opportunity to speak before
you. My nane is Daniel Galbut, born and raised
in Mam Beach, Florida. |'mhere standing
before you to discuss two proposals before the
Comm ssion. Firstly, I'd like to respectfully
ask the Board to reject anmendnent 88.
believe it only serves to increase liability
costs, and add to the chronic funding
chal | enges already facing the long-term care
sector. Lengthy costly litigation drives up
costs for residents, long termcare facilities,
and ultimately tax payers. Lawsuits do nothing

to inprove quality, rather they divert valuable
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time and attention, and resources that is
better spent on resident care.

The ot her proposal | request for you to
consider is to renove skilled nursing
facilities from proposal 54 certificate of
need. Today's certificate of need process
ensures nmanaged growth where there is a
denonstrated need for nore nursing center beds,
particularly in rural and underserved areas.
Repeal i ng the nursing center CON would |l ead to
an increase in new nursing center devel opnent
across the state, resulting in unmanaged growt h
and | ow occupancy rates.

Preservi ng nursing center occupancy rates
delivers cost savings for Florida's Medicaid
program | believe statistically it's
under stood that each 1% drop in occupancy
results in an $11 nillion increase in the
Medicaid line item COccupancy rates are al so
an indicator of the financial health of nursing
centers. Lower occupancy rates conpronise
operational efficiency, and directly reduce
nursing center's val ue, discouraging
I nvest nent s.

There is no true free market systemfor
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the cost of nursing center care. Rather
nursing center operates as a public/private
partnership. Again, | inplore the Conm ssion
to renove skilled nursing centers from being
I ncluded in Florida Constitution anendnent
proposal 54. Allow the m ssion driven

caregi ver the opportunity --

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you.

MR, GALBUT: -- to continue his or her
m ssi on.

COMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you
very much. The next speaker, M. Collura. |I'm
sorry if that's not the right word, Coll ura.

DR. COLLURA: M nane is Richard Col |l ura.
In any event |'mhere as a, to voice ny strong
opposition to the adoption of proposal 94
concerning our state's tobacco control program
Its ultimte approval would potentially
undercut the very successful programnow in
place. It is for good reason that this
proposal is opposed by the American Lung
Associ ation, the American Cancer Society, the
American Heart Associ ation, and other patient
advocacy groups.

By way of introduction, | amthoracic
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surgeon, and for over forty years | served on
the faculty of the University of Mam School
of Medicine at Jackson Menorial Medical Center.
| amcurrently a Meritus Col | ege professor of
thoracic surgical oncology. | have worked
closely with the AHAC programin tobacco
control for many years. | amnow currently the
chair of the Tobacco-Free Wrk G oup of the
consortiumfor a healthier Mam -Dade. CQur
mssion is to inprove health by reducing and
ultimately elimnating the use of tobacco in
all its forns.

My professional career was |argely spent
dealing with patients who experience the
ravages of tobacco addiction, primarily |ung
cancer. Having operated on many hundreds, and
per haps thousands of patients, | cannot avoid
the realization that although treatnents have
I nproved sonewhat they still fall full far
short of the ideal. Over 85% of |ung cancers
are clearly related to cigarette use.

Avoi dance of nicotine addiction and cigarette
use is the nost effective neasure to reduce the
i ncidents of lung cancer and ot her snoking

rel ated di sease.
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The best strategy, both in terns of hunman
suffering in purely economc terns is
prevention. Qur current program Tobacco- Free
Fl ori da has been a huge success. W currently
are rated by the American Lung Association as
F, with a grade of F in tobacco prevention
cessation funding, in that we provide only 37%

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH.  Thank you,
M. Collura.

MR. COLLURA: -- of the funding
recomended by the CDC.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you.
Thank you very nuch.

MR, COLLURA: Many thanks.

COMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  And |'m
sorry about m spronounci ng your nane. Qur next
t hree speakers please cone forward. D ane
Wl es, Katherine Carl, and Julie Dunstan.

Pl ease state your nane as you begin to speak.
You have two m nutes.

M5. WLES: Good afternoon. M nane is
Di ane Wles, and | support proposal 67.

G eyhound racing is an aninmal wel fare issue,

and it's cruel to put the dogs in harmis way
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for the purpose of human entertai nnent on
limting ganbling expansion, to save jobs, or
tolimt potential state financial
responsibility.

The opposition states dogs are not injured
often, and when they are they receive proper
care, and that clains of poor care are issues
of the past that no |longer exist. |In fact, |
thought 1'd share with you ny persona
experience. M husband and | adopted five
greyhounds, four of them have had injuries.

Trent, our first, and | actually have sone
pictures, | don't knowif you'll be able to see
them but he had very large scars all over his
body, so he canme to us this way. Now, in
seei ng greyhounds play their skin does tear
very easily, and just fromplaying. But what I
do know i s that when these wounds are properly
cared for and they heal there is a very snall
mark, so | wonder why are his scars this |arge.

Scooby is our second. He is great, and he
enj oys providing pet therapy at the | ocal
nursi ng honme. Shaggy and Fred are our third
and fourth. Their story is actually about

their nother, who had an acci dental pregnancy.
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Because the litter was unwanted she was sent to
t he adoption group pregnant. Shaggy and Fred
are fromher litter, and interesting, when she
gave birth her race owner wanted her back to
resune racing, just an exanple of being vested
in a dog only to the extent that it can make
noney.

Velma is our nost recent. Her career
ended with a serious leg injury. There is
Shaggy and Fred, and then Vel ma here. You can
see she al so has the sane | arge scars. She had
a serious leg injury. Her tendons in her, on
her back leg are bl own out. W got her
physi cal therapy, she's --

COMWM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you.

M5. WLES: -- able to use that |eg now
Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you
so nuch for sharing. Next speaker Katherine
Carl .

M5. CARL: Ckay, | wanted to finish

tal ki ng about my parents in the nursing hone.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH: ' msorry,
the next speaker -- are you Katherine Carl?
M5. CARL: | am Katherine Carl.
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COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Ckay
great. Just state your nanme. Thank you.

M5. CARL: Al right, I amhere to
continue tal king about the plight that ny
parents went through at the hands of the
nursi ng hones, and w thout the regulation
oversights and the insurance to protect the
residents of those hones they will surely die,
as ny parents did, and as your parents wll if
they have to attend one of these facilities.

They oftentines neglect the patient, and
the patient will end up with nore severe
injuries and nal adi es than they had going in.
My parents were both taken out of the nursing
center, had to go to the hospital, and they
ultimately died. These nursing hones bury
their m stakes, and unless we have stronger
oversight they wll continue.

| come froma very regul ated industry. |
flew 747s around the world. W were truly
regul ated, and we have a | ot of oversight, and
for good reason, we needed and do have
i nsurance to protect our passengers and our
freight. And | can only inplore that you wl|

| ook into these nursing hones, and when the

Veritext Legal Solutions
800-726-7007 305-376-8800



© 00 N o o~ wWw N

N N N N N N P B P PP R R R R
a A W N BB O © 0O N O 0o~ W N+, O

Page 190

representative indicated to do nore with | ess,
then I want ny $9,000 a nonth back that | paid
while they were there. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you
very much. Next speaker Julie Dunstan.

M5. DUNSTAN: Hi, I'"'mJulie Dunstan. |
waive nmy tinme to Jack Adiver.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you.
Hello, M. diver.

MR OLIVER Hello, ny nane is Jack
Aiver. | amthe founder and director of
Floridians for e-verify now | got involved in
this because of ny own situation. | lost ny
i ncone due to illegal labor. M famly went
from having a good upper middle-class incone to
barely being able to pay our bills because of
the influx of illegal |abor.

This is -- unfortunately, you know, |I'm
not the only one. There's hundreds of thousands
of Floridians who have suffered the sane thing.
The poor people in this state are the nost
adversely affected by the influx of illegal
| abor. New inmm grants that conme here trying to
seek the American dream are denied that

Anerican dreamto step up that, go up that
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econom c | adder because the constant influx of
i1l egal |abor stagnates the workers, their
wages.

Now, we call know why it hasn't passed in
the state legislature. |It's caused enornous
probl ens, even to the tax payers. The fiscal
i mpact in 2007 was $1.4 billion. It's now $6.3
billion. So, the tax payers are harned, all
the workers are harned, and the state
| egi sl ature has refused to act, so this nmakes
this anmendnent the perfect thing, and why this
Conmi ssion was fornmed, to address issues that
the state legislature either will not or cannot
do.

And we all know why it's not happeni ng at
the state legislature, the special interest
groups that use illegal |abor have a
strangl ehold on the state legislature, so let's
let all Floridians be stakeholders in this
process and put it on the ballot. Let the
Chanber of Commerce, the Ag people, state their
case. Let the citizens state their case. This
Is the fair way to address a very difficult
situation. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you.
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Qur next three speakers; Renatta Espinoza,
Nadya Kijanka, excuse ne if | m spronounce, and
El ayne Garver. None of those people are here?
I"msorry. Espinoza. It's quite a walk there.

MS. ESPI NOZA: Yes, sorry. | apol ogi ze.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  That' s
okay.

M5. ESPI NOZA: Good afternoon. Thank you,
Conmm ssioner, for giving nme the opportunity to
speak today. M nane is Renatta Espinoza. |
am an educator. | ama very big activist for
ESE students. | ama Title | charter school,
the only Title |I charter school that is an A
school in Lake Worth, Florida, and I would |ike
to talk to you about sone of the proposal s that
you have initiated.

| do like to oppose for proposal 4
decl aration of rights and religious freedom |
believe religion versus state should not be in
bet ween for education, especially when it cones
to public education. Religion should be
sonet hing that the people, the parents, the
famlies should be, approve what, what
religions they want their children to be

educated on, not into a public school.
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The proposal 10 civic literacy in public
education. | need to support that. There are
students, especially Title | students, students
that | taught being an educator for over
twenty- five years, and a principal, and an
international principal, there are people who
do not know who is the speaker of our House.
They do not know what's Congress. They don't
know who are our Senators. They do not know
who are our Legislators. They don't know how
the Commi ssioners are el ected or appointed,
just like you folks are. And it's very
i nportant that you support this.

Especially -- we have -- in our school we
use Sandra Day O Conner, one of the websites,
and the one that, ny students had the privilege
to neet Sandra Day O Conner when she was out in
Pal m Beach, and they were very excited. They
did not know who she was, but |earning the
civics in our school, it should be also for
publ i c school students, especially our charter
school students.

| believe the superintendent who tal ked
about proposal 33 citizens, | believe the

citizens should depict their superintendent.
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Those are the people who hired the, or vote for
our school board, and they should be picking
our superintendent. | am opposed for 91 banned
of fshore drilling, absolutely not, ny students
are agai nst that.

Proposal 93, Conm ssioner Martinez, he
needs nore | anguage on the proposal 93. Thank
you so nuch

COMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you.
Thank you. Thank you very nuch. Nadi a.

El aine Garver. W'I|l nove on to three nore
pl ease. Penny Cuki er.

M5. CGELLER: Hi, nmy nane is Elaine CGeller.
I''m here so that you can vote no on prop 94.
Tobacco-Free Florida is a very inportant
program It passed in 2006. It's been
i ncredi bly successful, as denonstrated by the
reduction in snoking rates and cost savings to
the state. In '06 the adult snoking rate was
21% In 2016 it was down to 15.5% he | owest
It has ever been.

The yout h snoking rate has decrease from
10.6 in 2006 to 3.8 in 2015. That's an
astoundi ng 70% decrease. The program has saved

the state $3.2 billion in health care costs,
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annual snoking related health care costs in
Fl ori da deceased 15% from'06 to '15 when the,
when it was, when TFF was put in.

The tobacco institute spends about $558
mllion annually to market the product in
Florida, so that's about $8 for every $1 the
state is spending. | so support cancer
research, but taking away noney from peopl e who
are al ready prone and putting thenselves in the
position to have cancer makes no sense. Pl ease
make sure that 94 goes down, and that we keep
TFF, thank you.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Al'l right,
t hank you very nuch. Penny? Wl cone.

M5. CUKIER: Thank you. My nane is Penny
Cukier. I'"ma resident of Plantation, which is
a city here in Broward County. | hope you wl|
all continue to oppose proposal 22, which woul d
seriously undermne Floridian's right to
privacy in an effort to inpose nore
restrictions on abortion access for Florida
wonen. This proposal abolishes Florida's
constitutional privacy protections, except for
those relating to informational privacy.

Florida's constitution provides greater
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protection agai nst governnent overreach then
the federal constitution. It protects us from
governnent surveillance and gover nnent
intrusion in personal areas such as nmarri age,
inti mate sexual relations, reproductive and
per sonal nedi cal decisions, parenting
deci si ons, such as the right to hone school or
provide alternative forns of education to
children, and nore.

| f proposal 22 is adopted these
protections wll disappear. Please oppose
proposal 22. | would also |like you to oppose
proposal 4, which woul d open the floodgates to
public financing of religious voucher schools
by repealing the Blaine Arendnent. Qur
constitution now has separation of church and
state, and we nust continue to have separation
of church and state. W should not have any
public state funds for religious institutions.
| do not want to see ny taxes go to religious
school s.

| al so oppose proposal 95, and | amfor
proposal 88, proposal 42, and proposal 91.
Thank you so nmuch for |istening.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you
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very nuch. Qur next three speaker, Horm G ad,
D ane Sammons, and |'m not sure how to
pronounce this | ast nane, but Bl anco Qui nonez.
M. Gad, are you here?

MR GRAD: | amhere. It takes a while.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you.
Sorry.

MR GRAD: Welcone to Broward County.

COMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you
very nuch, we're happy to be here.

MR GRAD: |I'mGad. First of all, we all
understand that elections matter, and we j ust
have to keep in mnd of that fact, and we all
have to vote, that's nunber one. Nunber two, |
was sitting here earlier on and |'m hearing
background noi se, and ne, | suppose the guy
m ght have a gun, but a | ady was tal king about
Hungary and he, sonebody said go back to
Hungary, and then on this wonen's issue | heard
sonet hi ng about, well, they should keep their
| egs cl osed.

So, you know what we're up agai nst, okay,
and you call know that, and you all shoul d be
aware of that, okay. So, let's not create any

i ncendi ary stuff as you go down the road.
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Dogs, | wasn't here on the dogs, the
greyhounds, but you know who the | obbyist are
in Tall ahassee. | know the nane, | won't give
It to you, he's been up there forever, and
that's why you don't get anything done on
greyhound racing. Mybe that's why it should
be in the constitution.

Thank you, M. Smth, for being here, for
representing Broward County. Ckay, public
education. Can you all read this? O course,
| have three kids that were raised in Sunrise.
They all went to elenentary, mddle and high
school. One is an interventional cardiol ogist
now. |If you need his nanme, I'lIl give it to
you. My son is teaching in Lake Worth M ddl e
School, immgrant kids, he's losing their
parents. Gkay, |'mproud of him He won't
make noney, but I'mreal proud of him M
daughter is up in Olando. She's the Cantor in
the | argest reformcongregation in Olando. So
agai n, public education, that's the key.

I'"d like to read you this, because then
"Il get the heck out of here. | think we all
need this. Wen the power of |ove becones

stronger than the |ove of power, there is then
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peace anong all people will exist. God bless
you all. | know you're traveling all over the
state. Thank you for comng to Broward County.
We're pretty far away from Tal | ahassee, but we
vote. And what | have here is fake news.
Recogni ze that? 1'mgoing to leave it with
you, okay, because this is very conplicated
stuff, a |ot of issues, okay, but we have a
paper in this county by the nanme of --

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you,
sir. Thank you so nuch.

MR. GRAD: -- the Sun-Sentinel, and
they're - -

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH: W
appreciate it.

MR. GRAD:. -- doing an excellent job, so
I"'mgoing to leave it with you. God bless you
I n your work.

COMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Di ane
Sammons. Not here. Bl anco Quinonez possibly?
Not here.

MS. DEBIASE: So, |'mhere on behalf -- ny
name is Patti Debiase. |'ma nom a grandma,
and an educator. |'ve been teaching in Broward

County thirty-five years. W have excell ent
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school s that you can only inprove by keeping
the noney in schools, not taking it out and
giving it to charter schools and religious
schools. | think that is not negotiable. It's
already in the constitution; state, separation
of state and church, so why is it com ng up
agai n?

Really, we need to nmake our Florida kids
our nunber one interest group. That's what's
inportant, and it's not. W're |ike
forty-ninth in funding. W need to inprove
fundi ng, inprove education, and that's not
goi ng to happen by taking noney away. So, as
an educator | want you to oppose 4, please.

And then nunber 22, don't take our rights away.
We have tons of wonen that fought for our
rights. W have it, don't take it away. Thank
you.

COMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you
very much. Qur next three speakers, D-1-A-N,
Dian Alarcon, Caudia E. Toboga, and Amanda
O Canpo. Please cone forward. Nobody? Ckay,
thank you. | think I"'mtoo short. |If you guys
cone forward you can rai se your hands up, and

then I"'mlike they're there. Thank you.
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M5. QUI NONEZ: Buenos -- ny nane is Bl anco
Qui nonez.

| NTERPRETER: Hello ny nane -- |I'm
translating. M nanme is Blanco Qui nonez, and I
am here. | ama nother, | ama grandnother, |
am a great grandnother, and | am here to oppose
proposal 22, thank you. And proposal 4.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you.

MR. ALARCON: My nane is Dian Al arcon. |
work for the National Latina Institute for
Reproductive Health. |'mthe coordinator. And
"' m opposed to the privacy wonen's rights.
Pl ease no consider for both these ones, they
i npact the conmunities terrible. 29, e-verify,
97, oppose this proposal, and 4, the religions
and governnent is not the sane thing, it's
separate. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you
very nuch.

M5. TOBOGA: Thank you. M/ nane is
Cl audi a Toboga, and, and |I'm so happy to the
opportunity to talk with you. And I'ma
resident of Fort Lauderdale Cty, and | raise
nmy voice to reject proposal 22 or 97, and do

not consi der anynore again, don't bring it
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back.

COMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you
very much. |Is Amanda here, O Canpo? Not here.
Thank you.

M5. O CAMPO  ( Spani sh)

| NTERPRETER: Hell o, ny nane is Amanda,
and | ama nother and a grandnother, and | am
here to speak on proposal 22, which wonen, a
particularly wonen puts their privacy at risk,
and | am conpletely against it. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you
very much. Nelly Alladina. Thank you for -- |
need to cone down here for sone Spanish
| essons. Al so, Shannon Saphier G ad, and
Jonat han May pl ease. Thank you so nuch. And
thank you for restating your nanme, and |I'm
sorry if I mspronounce it.

M5. MELI NA:  (Spani sh)

| NTERPRETER: Hello, nmy nane is Nelly
Melina, and |'"'mhere. | ama US. GCtizen, and
| amrepresenting voices that cannot be heard
today. | amhere to be in opposition of
proposal 22, 29, 97, and 4. In particularly 22
| ask you that please you do not bring this

back here in Tall ahassee. Thank you.
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COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you

very much.
M5. GRAD: Hi. |'m Sharon Saphire G ad.
["'mfrom Margate, Florida. |I'ma retired

teacher, and | amvery inportant that we do not
have 4 because we nust have the separation of
church and state, state. It is a nust. It's
our law. It's our law. Also, we nust -- if we
do not do that, and we don't keep our public
school s good -- and a | ot of people have done
wonderful things from public school, then we
wi || | ose business, because business will not
come down here.

The other thing is 91 and 95. W cannot
have drilling, because again that's going to be
a problem W're a tourist state. It's going
to weck our econom cs. \Wat happened to this
state? Wien I went in '57 to the University of
Mam | was forced to take a conservation
course. You could not go to that schoo
wi t hout taking a conservation course. W nust
protect our environnent.

We al so nust have privacy. 22 is very
inportant. It isn't just abortion. A wonman

has a right to choose. She could decide she
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wants it or she doesn't. That's that person's

right. Fortunately, | didn't have to nmake that
decision, but it's not ny right to tell soneone
el se what to do. W nust have hone rule too.

Another thing, let's wite this in
comuni cati on where everyone under st ands
whether it's a yes or a no. A lot of us have
difficulty wwth all the propositions because
when you read themeven if you have a coll ege
degree nobody knows what we're voting for, is
it yes or is it no, so please get soneone in
conmuni cation. Thank you very nuch.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you
very much. |Is M. Jonathan May here? No.

Next three speakers, David Caul kett, Sonia
Stratemann, and Judy Ponce. Please cone
forward, or raise if I, so |l can tell you're
com ng. Thank you. Thank you very nuch.

M5. STRATEMANN:  Hi, ny nane is Sonia
Stratemann. | have been rescui ng greyhounds
for fourteen years now. |'ve taken in over
2,000, and nost of those cane with career
ending injuries, hundreds of broken legs. OQut
of the dogs with the broken I egs that we've

recei ved that needed surgery, we've had one
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owner, one owner paid for their surgery. The
owners very rarely have ever given us any
donati on.

|'ve been to the kennels, and spent a | ot
of tinme. | learned nost of the abuse --
everything that |'ve seen |I've | earned from
trainers, |'ve learned frombeing in the
kennel, |'ve learned fromthings that they've
told ne. They've asked ne to take in broken
| egs so that the owners don't have them
eut hani zed. Just last, in the last three
nont hs we have taken in four dogs that were set
to be euthanized. They went to the vet, they
were to be euthanized, and we were call ed.

| have been bl acklisted because of that.
| posted a dog three nonths ago to fundraise
for a surgery, and the industry put everywhere
to blacklist nme. They will not send ne anot her
dog again. The vet will not call ne again. |
don't know what's going to happen with those
dogs now. There is no record of where the dogs
go. There is nothing kept. They can do
anything with their dogs. There's absolutely
no record of what happens to them once they

| eave that track. Please -- please vote for
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proposal 67, thank you.

COMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you
very much.

M5. PONCE: Hey there, |I'm Judy Ponce. |
ama ten-year volunteer with Sonia Stratenmann
i n her greyhound rescue group. | have seen the
injuries cone off the racetrack. | have been
there when a call gets through that there's a
dog at the vet wth a broken |leg that's going
to be euthani zed, and can we possibly take him
I have greyhounds of my own with nmultiple scars
on them

| have seen the dogs cone in fromthe
tracks, and the dog collars with nails that
| ook |i ke daggers, black ears fromgunk in
there. | have seen the brooding fenales cone
out of the breeding kennels with black teeth
fromlack of care. These dogs, |I'msure there
are wonderful trainers, and wonderful kenne
owners, but the ones that |'ve seen in ny ten
years of volunteering, 85% of them have been in
bad shape.

They have urine stains on them They are
frightened. They're dogs. Yes, they love to

run, but many dogs love to run. It's tinme to
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end this. These dogs need to be put in hones.
They turn out to be wonderful |oving pets.
They can go to honmes with multiple other dogs,
and cats, and children. [It's tinme. Forty

ot her states have done it, it's time for
Florida to do it.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you.

MR CAULKETT: Good afternoon,

Comm ssioners. M nane is David Caul kett.
First of all, I live in Ponpano Beach. Thank
you for your time and participation in this

I nportant process, and thank you for |istening.
| represent Floridians for Inmgration

Enf orcenent, and we stand strongly for proposal
29, the e- verify proposal. E-verify has been
enacted in seven surroundi ng states, but not

Fl ori da.

Flyman, as we're known, has struggled and
failed to get e-verify enacted through the
Florida legislature, and this is why it's so
i nportant that we get e-verify on the ball ot
next Fall. The opposition has been
substantially from bi g busi ness and
agriculture, and they have used all sorts of

scare tactics about exorbitant costs, and that
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IS just not true.

After e-verify was enacted in Al abanmg,
Georgia, and South Carolina, in Georgia l
shoul d say, the productivity for agriculture
went up, and | testified to, to that fact at
the executive commttee. E-verify is a mature
system It's successful. |It's highly
accurate, and easy to use. |If thereis a
dat abase error, there are renedies to resolve
that fairly quickly.

E-verify is highly popular in a Poltz poll
78% of likely voters mandated there, favored e-
verify. A 2013 Gallop poll said 85% favored e-
verify, so | think it will pass this Fall. It
I s needed because we need to work fairly. W
cannot conpete against an unlimted supply of
foreign workers, so it should be in the
constitution. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you
very much. Qur next three speakers, M chael
Gol dfarb, Marianna diveira, and Abby Zap.

MR, GOLDFARB: Thank you. M nane is
M chael Goldfarb. | live here in Broward
County. I'd like to ask you to oppose proposal

66, which would have the Lieutenant Governor to
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serve as Secretary of State, which is presently
appointed by, it is an appoi nted position.
There is no need for this. The Lieutenant
Governor does not need any nore influence as
Secretary of State. Renenber Katherine Harris?
| amworried about partisan politics

i nfl uenci ng el ecti ons.

What is not a proposal under consideration
I's proposal 62, open primaries. Wat is not a
proposal under consideration is having an
I ndependent conm ssion to oversee el ections.
What is not a proposal under consideration is
havi ng a prohibition of the use of a database
to renove voters fromthe voter's polls that
are allegedly registered to vote in nore than
one state. This is called interstate
crosschecks. That was started by Kris Kobach
of Kansas, and is now bei ng used by honel and
security.

What is not being under consideration is
havi ng adequate polling places so that people
don't have to wait nore than a half an hour to
vote. Wiat is not under consideration is
requiring voting machi nes to produce paper

ballots. Wat is not under consideration is
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requiring an audit of a sanpling of ballots to
attest that the correct vote count. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you
very much.

M5. ZAP: Hello, Conm ssioners. Thank
you, |'m Abby Zap, and |'mhere to get you to
vote for prop 67. | was neutral until about
ten or twelve years ago and | was at Sonia
Stratemann's house at her kennel and a dog cane
in that was, | nean his leg was just, it was
i ke shattered. It was cut in half. And these
peopl e had called her the week before and they
said, hey, do you have any room and she said,
no, not unless it's an energency. Ch, no
energency. Well, it was an energency, and |
cri ed.

And up until that point | was fairly
neutral on racing, but |I've never been neutral
since, not at all. Thank you. Please vote.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you
very much

MS. CLI VEI RA:  Thank you for the
opportunity to speak about proposal 83
regarding the state college system M nane is

Mariana Oiveira, and | ama Broward Coll ege
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student. The Florida Constitution should

i nclude the state colleges to recognize their
m ssi on of providing students access to
preparatory education to neet the work force
needs. Considering that Broward Col | ege and
Indian River State College, nenbers of the
State College Systemwere finalists with

di stinction for the 2017 Aspen Pri ze,

I ncorporating themin the constitution would
nmean to recogni ze such acconplishnents and the
system s i npact on hi gher educati on.

Anot her inportant factor is that there are
800, 000 students in the state coll ege system
in opposition to the smaller nunber of 300, 000
students in the state university system That
shows the huge growh in relevance in the state
col | eges around Fl ori da.

This current situation subjects the state
col | eges to change cornerstone aspects every
year. Incorporating themin the constitution
woul d bring stability to the system and
recogni ze its tremendous value to the state of
Fl ori da. Please approval proposal 83. | would
i ke to thank Comm ssi oner Washi ngton who is

sponsoring this proposal. Thank you all.
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COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you
very much. And thank you for speaking under
two mnutes, all of you, just because we have
so many left. Qur next three speakers are
Fi ona Proserpi, Kathy Bird, and Joe Trudden.

M5. BIRD: Hi. M nane is Kathy Bird, and
I'"'ma resident of Mam -Dade County, Florida.
| ama nomto two kids. M son is thirteen
years ol d, and ny daughter is eight, and they
both attend M am - Dade County public school s.
| know that this was already nentioned once
before but Florida is already nunber forty nine
in terns of the funding that we all ot per
child, so that nmeans we're already scraping at
the bottom for our kids, and our kids deserve
better, so we should be, you know, pushing for
nore funding for our kids' public schools, not
trying to nove sone of that funding to go to
religious school s.

Rel i gion has no place in a school, and I
believe that religious freedomis al so being
free fromreligion. | definitely don't want ny
kids receiving religious teachings that are not
inline with what we believe at hone. | don't

think that that's fair. So, | hope that you
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will vote no on proposal 4.

| al so hope that you will reject any
proposal that threatens hone rule of |oca
government. | believe that we elect our |oca
governnents so that they have power to nake the
rul es that best suit our communities, and our
communi ti es' needs, so any attenpt to crinp
that is sonething that | woul d oppose.

| ask that you continue to protect our
right to privacy by rejecting proposal 22, that
you reject mandating the flawed e-verify system
that's costly, it's bad for business, and it's
hi ghly inaccurate. It also actually tags a | ot
of people that are authorized workers, so
pl ease vote no on proposal 29. And | hope that
you wi Il reject proposal 97. Don't nmake it any
harder for citizens to have their voice heard
when they're trying to pass a ballot anmendnent.

And finally, | amfour years tobacco free,
and a lot of that is thanks to Tobacco-Free
Fl ori da, so thank you Tobacco-Free Florida for
hel ping ne get clean. | haven't picked up one
cigarette since then, and | couldn't have done
it wthout that program so thank you

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you.
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Thank you. Fiona Proserpi? No. How about Joe
Trudden? Gk, our next three, Joseph Kreps,
Diane Wles, and Matthew M nzer, please cone
forward. Thank you.

MR, FISCHER Hello, ny nane is Scott
Fischer, and I'mhere with Matthew M nzer. [|I'm
a lifelong Floridian nyself, an attorney in
Pal m Beach Gardens, Florida. | spent seventeen
years focusing ny practice on representing
victinms of nursing hone abuse. Actually, ny
first four years | worked for the nursing
hones, and learned a lot of things | wsh |
didn't know. And | brought M. Mnzer here
today, he's one of dozens and dozens of stories
like this that I've seen in ny career that |
never expected to get into.

He went to visit his wfe at a Boca Raton
nursi ng hone and found her in bed dead, and
he's the one who --

MR. M NZER: Lake Worth.

MR, FI SCHER  Lake Worth, I'msorry. |It's
actually Avonte Nursing Hone that has nursing
homes in Lake Wrth and Boca. This was Avonte
at Lake Worth. And only -- 911 was only called

because of him and they found levity in her
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body. Wth that I'mgoing to go ahead and turn
it over to himin support of course of 88, that
we need regulation in nursing hones. It's a

very sad situation.

MR MNZER |I'mstill Mtthew M nzer.
I''mshivering, but I'lIl warmup when | get into
Florida outside. | was married fifty years to
an angel. She was an attorney. She was

presi dent of Matthew M nzer & Conpany, the
greatest wife, the greatest nother, and the
gr eat est grandnot her.

She had a brain henorrhage in front of ne
in ny house, and an anbul ance brought to John
F. Kennedy. They operated for five hours.
She was speaking three weeks | ater perfectly,
and then they sent her to a select, an acute
hospital, she was doing great. And finally,
they put her into Avonte, and they prom sed ne
a bill of goods. No doctor |ooked at her in
twel ve days. No -- they gave her no care.

My daughter, a doctor in New York flewin,
and the roomwas sealed. And ny wife was in
rigor nortis. She was white as snow with a
bl ue gl ow which cones fromthat. And they had

taken a bl ood sugar about six hours before, it
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was 30, they didn't do anything. At 30 your
brai n stops, your lungs stop, and your heart
stops, you're in cardiac arrest. They all owed
her to die. They're inconpetent. They should
be out of business. And | believe they own
forty-five locations in Florida. They killed
my wife, and I'mgoing after themin court.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you,
sir.

MR. M NZER: Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Joseph - -
I"msorry, thank you. Hi.

M5. MNOQUE: Hi. So, ny nane is Lana
M noque. | ama citizen here of Broward
County, and I aman immgrant, and | amhere to
oppose proposal 87, 97, proposal 29, proposal
22, and to support proposal 96. In regards to
supporting proposal 96, survivors of all types
of violence, and victins of violence, are
al ready underserved, so |I highly encourage the
Commi ssion to please support this.

In regards to proposal 97, | work al ong
wi th many conmunity advocates on the voting
rights registration canpai gn, and we work so

hard for hours to make sure that we're able to

800-726-7007

Veritext Legal Solutions

305-376-8800



© 00 N o o~ wWw N

N N N N N N P B P PP R R R R
a A W N BB O © 0O N O 0o~ W N+, O

Page 217

pass this anendnent to bring voting rights to
many Floridi ans, and unfortunately neking that,
that's already going to be very difficult for
us to cone as a community and nmake that change.
Addi ng any additional burden to that is not in
the interest of denocracy.

And t hen proposal 29, | oppose that
whol eheartedly, both as an inmgrant the system
Is racist, and it is going to create additional
hurdl es for business, so | urge you to pl ease
oppose that. And lastly proposal 22, ny first
j ob out of college was with a data governance
group, and we worked so hard on an
international |evel to make sure that we have
privacies for the right to be forgotten,
privacies for our community as a whole, and
it's so sad to see howthis is going to bring
our conmunities, especially the nost vul nerable
comuni ties, and wonen, and take away the basic
right that we have to privacy, and to be
forgotten, and to decide what is known, and
this additional surveillance is just ridicul ous
so | ask you to pl ease oppose that. Thank you
very much.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you
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very much.

M5. MLLS: I'mDane MIls. I'ma
Fl ori da resident since 1970, and | wasn't going
to stand up and say anything, but | just wanted
to support the young | ady who was just standing
up and say that we have to reject 22, that
wonen have a right to privacy in this world.
And | also would like to tal k about amendnent
4, and that is that the right to teach religion
in our public schools is not a right. That
shoul d not be taught in schools. Schools are
not for religion, they're for |earning things,
and the religion is to be taught at hone.

Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you
very much. Joseph Kreps? Qur next three
speakers, Tina Braungardt, Jane Justice, and
Mriam Esposito. If you' re comng up would you
rai se your hand, so | know you're com ng up?
kay. Probably sone people may have had to
| eave. We thank you all for being here this
evening. Qur next three speakers would be --

t hank you.
M5. ESPOSI TO. Here | am
COMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Excel | ent
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t hank you.

M5. ESPOSITO H. M nanme is Mriam
Esposito. | amfrom Wst PalmBeach. | ama
| egal imm grant, and | amhere in full support
of e-verify, and I'"mgoing to give the rest of
my time to Dawn Wt her spoon.

M5. WTHERSPOON: Hi. 1'd like to speak
to you today about ny husband Paul Vassar. He
was a paranedic, critical care paranedic,
ei ght een-year veteran paranedi c, and he was
killed on June 1, 2017 by an illegal inmm grant
in the Town of Jupiter. June 1, 2017 was the
wor st day of our lives. H mand his partner
were both killed. My daughter and |I |ost the
greatest man we've ever known. |f we had | aws
enforced |like e-verify we would not have this
problem at |east part of the problemthat is.

| don't have a problemw th anyone com ng
to our country. As a matter of fact, ny famly
are immgrants. | do have a problemwth
peopl e being here illegally, and | have a
problemwith themtaking the lives of ny | oved
ones. There was an accident just |ast night
with Edwi n Jackson, | think two days ago. He's

a linebacker for the Indianapolis Colts, and he
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was killed, again by an illegal drunk driver

t hat happened to be from CGuatenal a, the sane
country that the man that killed ny husband is
from So, | ask if you please consider
e-verify.

If we stop giving thema reason to cone
here illegally, and they can work and make
noney illegally, | feel like it would do,
com ng here the right way you will obey our
| aws, follow our |aws, and save citizen's
lives. So please | ask you to consider either

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you.

Ti na Braungardt, not here. Jane Justice.

MS. PRUDENTE: |'m here for Jane Justice,
| --

COMM SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH: ' msorry,
| really -- is Jane Justice here too? Wiuere is

Jane Justice?

M5. PRUDENTE: She left, but she asked ne
to yield her tine to --

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Ckay, |I'm
going to do this, but | think this m ght have
to be the last tine that this happens. | just

had sonme concerns by sone of the other
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Conmi ssioners that we definitely should have
t he people, the person speaki ng whose nane is
on here. Thank you so nmuch. Pl ease conti nue.
| appreciate it.

M5. PRUDENTE: My nanme is Paul a Prudente.
| yield for Jane Justice. | thought soneone
el se was going to conme here frommy group

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Ma' am
you're fine. 1'msorry, go ahead and tell us
your story.

M5. PRUDENTE: Okay, | can speak. | am
here because | really believe we need to
enforce the Florida immgration | aws, and every
el ected official nmust uphold their sworn oath
to the constitution of legal immagration |aws.
W are a country of immgrants, everybody is an
immgrant here. This is a great country, great
I mm grants, but we all have to conme here
l egally, and so we don't have these crimnals
that are causing grief and destroying fam i es.

|'"'ma teacher for thirty-five years. |'ve
had gangs in ny classroom kids that bring
guns, you know, very disruptive to many of the
public places, from high school to the

el ementary schools, you know, | just -- |
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didn't prepare to speak here, but | just want
to nmake sure that you uphold your sworn oath to
the constitution, all of the elected officials
are bound by their sworn oath to the
constitution for legal inmgration. Thank you
for being here today.

COW SSI ONER THURLOW LI PPI SCH:  Thank you
very nmuch. And everyone is welcone, this is
for the public, and we are happy to have you
speak today. Thank you so nuch. |'m now goi ng
to turn this over to Conm ssion Carolynn
Ti mmann, and she will be taking us through the
next hour.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  kay, next up, |'d
like to bring up G ndy Falco de Corrado, Jim
Robertson, and Terry Preuss. Cone on down. Be
careful please. Behind themwe' |l have
Jenni fer Lanont, HlIdi Ismail, and Laura Minoz.

M5. PREUSS: Hello. M nane is Terry
Lopez Preuss. | aman inmmgrant from Cuba. W
wer e educated in the public schools, nyself and
nmy two brothers, ny brother and ny sister. MW
sister works for the NSA. M brother is one of
the top FBI agents, and | am a public-schoo

teacher. W got a great education herein
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Florida through our public schools. | am
asking you please to understand this is not a
good place to be a public-school teacher or a
worman. Right now, there are | aws bei ng nmade
that are affecting our public schools. |I'm
aski ng you please to vote no on 4, 43, 45, 71
72 and 93.

We cannot continue to take our public
noney and give it to charter schools. Wo's
maki ng the profits? This is against students.
This is against teachers. And this is against
wonmen. Qur careers, nost of us are wonen in
the education field, and our entire career is
being obliterated. Wy would we want to give
public noney to religious schools? Wy would
we want to give public noney to private
school s? Wiy would we want to have termlimts
for the people who al ready know what's going on
i n our school systens? Wy would we want to
gi ve Il ocal control over to charter school s?

What is a charter school anyway? Wat are
t hey even teaching there? None of us are even
sure, but you want to give them noney. Wo is
maki ng noney off of this, that's what | want to

know.
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71, or 72, there needs to be a super
majority now to ask for noney, no, how are we
going to get funded? Absolutely not. W don't
even have to show up to vote and it's a no
vote? No, that's not okay with nme. 93, if
schools are doing well let's make then charter
districts? | don't know where you guys cone up
wth these ideas, but tell the folks in
Tal | ahassee --

COMWM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you very
much.

M5. PREUSS: -- they don't know what's
going on in our classroons.

COW SSI ONER TI MMANN:  Thank you. Go
ahead, pl ease.

M5. LAMONT: Hello. M nane is Jennifer
Lanont. | am here today speaki ng on behal f of
the Broward Teachers Union. There's a |ot of
bad proposals -- there's a |lot of bad proposals
here that pose serious threats to our public
schools. |'mvery concerned about any neasure
that would allow public education dollars to be
diverted to religious or private schools, and |
urge you to vote no on proposals 4 and 45.

| also, on behalf of the Broward Teacher's
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Uni on we oppose all neasures that seek to shift
power from |l ocal governnent to the State,
particularly those inpacting our schools. |
urge you to vote no on proposal 43, which would
dictate termlimts for |ocal school boards,
and al so proposal 71, which would take contro
of charter schools away from our | ocal

di stricts.

| urge you to reject the nultiple
proposal s underm ni ng public educati on,

i ncl udi ng proposal 72, which would tie the
hands of future | awmakers and perpetuate the
current underfunding of our public schools. In
conclusion I'd like to urge you to vote no on
proposals 4, 45, 43, 71, and 72.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you very
much. Hildi Ismail, Laura Munoz. Ckay, next
up, Ahned Al - Mashhedoup, Elizabeth Bercaw, and
Joan Bausch.

MR, AL- MASHHEDOUP: Hello. M nane is
Ahnmed Al - Mashhedoup. | amthe president of the
def ense club, and a nmenber of the honor student
commttee at Broward College. | have been
active student at Broward Col |l ege for nore than

a year. | would like to express ny ful
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approval of addressing the state coll ege system
in the Florida Constitution, as it will support
the students in achieving excellence during
their undergraduate journey. |In fact, w thout
havi ng our state college systemin the Florida
Constitution cornerstone of Florida college
system woul d be subject to change every year.

Wiy would a systemthat is fortunately
ranked as the best college systemin the
country have its cornerstones by subjected, by
subj ect to change every year? W have about
800, 000 students in the state coll ege system
Moreover, Broward Col |l ege al one has a $1
billion annual inpact on Broward County, and
the state coll ege system has approxi mately $27
billion in economc inpact, yet the state
col l ege systemis not recognized in the
constitution. That need to change.

| urge you to vote yes on proposal 83.
woul d I'i ke to thank Conm ssioner Washi ngton for
sponsoring proposal 83. Thank you.

COMWM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you. \While
they're getting ready 1'd like to call the next
three to start lining up. N kki Lew s Sinon,

Cody Kaman, and Ray Maquire. Thank you, go
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ahead.
M5. BERCAW Good afternoon,
Conmm ssioners, and I'd like to thank you for
your service. M nane is Elizabeth Bercaw. |
am a resident of Broward County, and | woul d
like to express ny support for proposal 62
regardi ng open prinmaries. | hope you wl|
support that, proposal 91 to bank offshore
drilling. Please reject proposition, or
proposal 29. And regarding proposal 22,
despite the vague wording of this proposal nake
no m stake about it, this is not about
i nformational privacy. The purpose of proposal
22 is to weaken the existing privacy rights
that the Florida Constitution already affords.
The voters have al ready spoken about
preserving the state's existing right to
privacy when nore than 4 mllion Floridians
vot ed agai nst anendnent 6 in 2012. 70, 000
abortions were perfornmed in Florida in 2016.
That's 70, 000 wonen who exercised their right
to privacy to nmake a very personal private
deci sion regarding what is best in their |ives.
Trust them Uphold their right to privacy.

One in four wonen in this country have had
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an abortion, and that neans that everyone in
this room probably knows soneone close to them
who has had an abortion. Trust them Uphold
their right to privacy. | stand before you one
of those wonen. The right to privacy allowed
nme to term nate a pregnancy when | was not
ready to have, to take on the inmmense
responsibility of having and raising a child at
that particular tinme innmy life.

Later when | was ready for the
responsibility the right to privacy allowed ne
to choose to becone a parent.

COW SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you very
much.

M5. BERCAW In fact, I"'mconvinced I'ma
better parent because of that right to privacy.
COW SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you, Ms.

Bausch.

M5. BERCAW Thank you. Bercaw.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  I'm sorry then.
Ckay.

M5. LEWS-SI MON:  Good evening. M/ nane
Is N kki Lew s-Sinon, and | stand before you as
presi dent of the Gaen S. Cherry Bl ack Wnen

Lawyers Associ ation. The Gewn Cherry Bar was
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formally founded in 1985 with the m ssion of
supporting the concern of wonen | awers, and to
address the | egal, social, and econom c needs
of the black comunity, and the conmunity at

| arge. I n 2005 the association was voted to be
renaned in the name of activist Gaendol yn
Sawyer Cherry who was the first black femal e
attorney to practice in Dade County, and the
first black female legislature in the state of
Fl ori da.

It is in the spirit of Gaen Cherry that we
cone before you today in support of proposals
41 and 47 respectively, and in support of the
reconsi deration of proposal 42. The mandatory
retirenent age increased to 75, and the
i ncrease in the nunber of years required to sit
on the bench to ten years nakes sense. It
trusts in the judicial systemthe honors, and
experi ence, and w sdom of our senior judges,
and serves as a check and bal ance.

Separately we do ask this Comm ssion to
reconsi der proposal 42, which is related to the
sel ection or appoi ntnment of the judici al
nom nati ng conm ssions. W understand that the

proposition of the JNCs and who w el ds the
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power to appoint the Conmm ssioners has been and
continues to be an essential conponent of
di scussions within our Florida | egislature. W
agree with retired Justice Patrick, where he
says our constitution nust be protected by the
separation of powers which we hold as nost
essential to our denocratic form of governnent.

So, we ask that you reconsider these
t hi ngs, these neasures are essential to
ensuring and preserving the delicate critical
bal ance of the co-equal branches of governnent.
Thank you.

COW SSI ONER TI MMANN:  Thank you. Did we
have Cody Kaman or Ray Maquire?

M5. KAMAN: Yes. Good evening
Conmm ssioners. Thank you for the opportunity
to speak. M nane is Cady Kaiman, and | am
attorney with Earth Justice's Florida office.
| speak in opposition to proposal 95 regarding
preenption, and speak in support of proposal 91
banni ng of fshore drilling. | waive the
remai nder of ny tinme. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you.  Next
up, David Singer, JimRobertson, Rita
Kat hal ymas. And behind themw || be Dale
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WIllians, Yusty Saltzman, and Dorothy Smth.
Thank you, go ahead.

UNKNOWN:  David Singer had to | eave, but
he asked nme to waive his tinme in opposition to
proposal 94.

COMWM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you. None of
t hose six? GCkay, the next, as she's nmking her
way up, woul d be Jacquel i ne Braun, Denise
Mut anba, Steven Bagenski .

M5. SMTH. Good afternoon, Conmm ssioners.
|"m Dorothy Smth, Mam, Florida. | want to
say, and I'msenior citizen as well as a
di sabl ed veteran, so | cone to oppose -- |
can't see either. These itens are nunber 4,
93, 45, and 72, because | support public
education. Thank you. Thank you so nuch. |
support public education. | cone to you as a
senior citizen, that's because we are on fixed
i ncome, so we need this noney to stay in public
schools, we don't need a rise of our property
taxes for the seniors, and al so the disabl ed,
so | want the Commttee to consider this.

So that noney should be stayed in the
publ i c-school system and not for private

school s system so that we can have noney for
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ourselves to live on. Because right now and
every year the cost of living is going up.
Some of us have | ost our hones due to the | ast
hurricane, Irma, and don't have any funds to
fix our roofs, so please consider our financial
situation. W are growing old and also ailing
and nedi cal problens, |like nyself, you seen ne
wal king with a cane. So, put this into use to
trust of the people to include our
superintendent. W would like the public to
choose, and el ect our superintendent of public
schools. And thank you, thank you so nuch for
the opportunity.

COW SSI ONER TI MMANN:  Thank you.

M5. MJUTAMBA: (Good afternoon. Thank you
all for your service on the Constitution
Revi sion Comm ssion. | am a governor on the
Fl orida Bar's Young Lawyer Division Board of
Governors. The Young Lawyer's Division
represents all young | awers practicing in
Florida. Today | address you in that capacity,
of a young | awyer on behal f of young | awyers,
and the Young Lawyers Division, | want to be
cl ear out of respect for ny coll eagues,

I ncl uding sone who serve on the Conmm ssion with
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you, that | am not speaking on behalf of the
Florida Bar at |arge, just the Young Lawyer.

As young | awers we are -- as young
| awyers, and in representati on of young
| awyers, we stand in opposition of proposal 47.
Before | aw school | worked in Fortune 250
conpany, there | managed processes and peopl e,
ultimately spearheading a high-profile project
where | reported directly to the senior vice
presi dent of human resources. As a |awer
practicing under ten years if | were to becone
a judge | would bring a wealth of experience to
the bench that has not been acquired through ny
practice of the | aw.

| believe that inplenenting proposal 47
woul d prevent |awers |ike nme the opportunity
to serve on the bench when we feel ready to
serve. The Young Lawyers Division finds it
al arm ng that proposal 47 states no underlying
I ssue, problem or need to raise the age
requi rement to serve on the bench. Wthout a
stated problemthere is no need to anend
Florida's Constitution to exclude qualified
judicial candidates wwth an arbitrary

constitutional anmendnent. Again, on behalf of
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young | awyers and the Young Lawer Division we
oppose 47.

Al so, as a staff attorney with the Legal
Aid Society in their Fair Housing Project we
cone to support proposal 30, which would
subtract physical disability fromthe
Constitution and just read as disability.
Thank you.

COMWM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you very
much.

MR, BAGENSKI: Hello, ny nane is Steve
Bagenski, and I'mfromMam, Florida, and |
cone here today to ask you to vote yes on CRC
proposal 67. G eyhound racing is a cruel
I ndustry. These dogs spend twenty to
twenty-three hours a day in their cages.
They're just taken out to race theminto the
ground, the people that are greedy, and they
want to continue this industry going forward.

This industry needs to go into the dust
bins of history. It no |onger works anynore.
Nobody wants it, and | don't know why we
continue this. This is one of those things
that was created a long tine ago with

uni nt ended consequence, and the unintended
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consequence i s that nobody wants this industry
anynore. They haven't been able to decouple it
fromthe rest of the gamng industry and so
this cruelty is just perpetuated.

It's tine to let the voters have a say,
and to let it, put it before the voters so we
can decide that we do not want greyhound
raci ng. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you. Were
there any left in the group of six that | had
just called out? GCkay, we're going to take a
quick five-mnute break, and then we'll -- |I'm
sorry, ma'am were you?

UNKNOMWN:  |I'msorry, | was just speaking
on behal f of Ji m Robertson.

COW SSI ONER TI MVANN: |s M. Robertson
her e?

UNKNOWN:  He had to | eave before his nanme
was called. | just want to speak on behal f one
nonent .

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN: I f you coul d j ust
wai ve i n support or opposition.

UNKNOWN:  Just wai ving, waiving in
support.

COW SSI ONER TI MMVANN:  And that was for?

800-726-7007

Veritext Legal Solutions

305-376-8800



© 00 N o o~ wWw N

N N N N N N P B P PP R R R R
a A W N BB O © 0O N O 0o~ W N+, O

Page 236

UNKNOAN:  Marcy's Law.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you. Ckay,
when we cone back we'll have Laura Fel |l man,
Trudy Jermanovi ch, and Patty De Baise, will be
the next up. So, we're just going to take a
qui ck break here. Thank you.

(Thereupon, a break is had.)

COW SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Ckay, we'll return
where we left off. Thank you for everyone's
patience. | had called out Laura Fel dman,
Trudy Jermanovi ch, and Patty Debai se.

M5. FELDMAN. H . M nane is Laura
Fel dman. Thank you very nuch for the
opportunity to speak. |I'mhere to urge you to
vote to oppose proposal 4. |'mconcerned that
t he passage of this proposal wll support
sectarian institutes that discrimnate. [|I'm
al so concerned that funding sectarian
organi zations with public dollars violates the
separation of church and state. This proposa
woul d underm ne public education as one of the

cornerstones of the United States' society.

Al so, Florida voters should not be obligated to

vote on a proposal that they rejected just six

years ago in 2012.
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| al so urge you to oppose proposal 45.
Currently our constitution guarantees that al
Fl ori da students are provided a uniform hi gh-
quality system of public education. | believe
this is necessary so that all students have
access to high quality education, and that all
school s, public, charter, and private schools,
shoul d adhere to the uniformstandards. It is
i nmportant that all children across our state
have the opportunities avail abl e because of
this current constitutional clause. This
proposal would elimnate this, and | urge you
t o oppose proposal 45.

| also urge you to oppose proposals 43,
71, and 72. W need to fully fund out public
schools, not limt our children's future by
limting our schools' future funding. | also
urge you to oppose proposal 97. By counting an
abstention as no vote, it distorts the voters'
intent. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you. Deborah
Thonpson, Lee Enmerson Smith. |I'mcalling Lee
Emerson Smth's nane into the record. Sonya
Jorgenson. Cone on up. T/he next three wll

be Natalie Kline, Dr. Barry Hummel, and
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Kat heri ne Uden. Thank you.

M5. JERMANOVICH: Hello. M nane is Trudy
Jermanovich, and | ama retired Broward County
public school teacher. | amhere representing
tens of thousands of educators around the state
and the country who are part of the BadAss
Teacher's Association, and who are fighting to
preserve real public schools, and believe that
I f enacted proposition, proposal 4 wll
eventually lead to the destruction of public
school s.

Many states put itens |like prop 4 on the
ball ot and |ist themunder the guise of
religious freedom This proposal, and others,
are not about religion or choice, but are about
syphoni ng of f funding fromreal public schools.
Most people don't realize vouchers and private
school s, and nost charter schools, are
syphoning off funding to private conpani es.
These conpanies profit w thout any oversi ght
fromthe dully elected school boards.

Sonet hi ng to consi der.

WIIl this proposal lead to nore direct

funding to private schools, and to teaching

religion in public schools? This appears to be
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what school choice is really all about. W
shoul d support fee high quality well-funded
public schools for all children, and these
schools nmust be run by locally el ected school
boards. Public schools are the basis of a free
and vi brant denocracy, and many of these
amendnments will erode our real public schools.

O her anendnents you shoul d al so oppose
are 43, 45, 71 and 93. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you.

M5. KLINE: H . Thank you, Conm ssioner.
My name is Natalie Kline' and I'm here on
behal f of the American Cancer Society Cancer
Action Network to speak in opposition to
proposal 94. | also want to point out the
nmenbers of our coalition, if they can pl ease
stand up, who are also here to oppose
proposition 94.

ACSCAN notes the inportance of funding
cancer research, however diverting noney to the
effect of cancer prevention programto cancer
research is not the way to do it. |If adopted
proposal 94 will do irreparable harmto a
program that has consistently delivered on its

prom se of driving down snoking rates, saving
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the state of Florida noney, and preventing
death from tobacco rel ated di sease.

Let's renmenber where the funding for this
program cones from These are not taxpayer
dollars. They are tobacco settlenent dollars
paid by the tobacco industry as a consequence
for their deadly products they sold to citizens
of our state, all while |lying about the health
effects. | am asking the nenbers of the
Commi ssion to protect the citizens of Florida,
rat her than protecting the big tobacco.

| f program fundi ng decisions are left to
the legislature rather than the experts who
know what works to conbat tobacco addiction
hi story has proven that the programw ||
suffer, and snoking rates will rise. Thank you
again for the opportunity to speak.

COW SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you.

M5. JORGENSON: Hello. Good evening. M
name i s Sonia Jorgenson. | amthe
adm ni strator at Margate Health & Rehab, which
is a one hundred and seventy bed skilled
nursing facility in Margate here in Broward
County, and | am here now in opposition to

proposal 88.
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Margate currently holds the Silver
National Quality Award fromthe Anerican
Heal t hcare Associ ation, and we recently
submtted for the Gold National Quality Award.
W are also rated as a five-star facility by
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid, and
noted for our excellent inspection outcones,
qual ity neasures, and staffing. And all of
that is to say that along with the majority of
nursing honmes in the state of Florida out team
Is extrenely commtted to providing high
quality care and services to our seniors in
Florida in an environnment that addresses their
spiritual, enotional, physical, and soci al
needs, and to nmake sure that they have a voi ce.

Qur resident council president Ron Lajere
Is the 2017 resident of the year for the state
of Florida, and he |ikes to point out that he
I's the nursing honme resident of the year for
all of the state of Florida. He was recognized
for his contribution this year for inproving
the quality of life for his fellow residents at
our facility, as well as all over the state,
and for his advocacy efforts.

Ron has never hesitated to cone forward to
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speak on behalf of nursing honme rights, and he
has net with legislatures in their |oca

offices here in South Florida, as well as at
the facility, and it's inportant to him and to
all of our residents, to have the opportunity
to make their own choices, and to have the
right to self- determ nation, which is already
provi ded for so adequately in current

| egi sl ation.

In the aftermath of Hurricane Irma, we of
course heard of the tragedy that occurred at a
| ocal nursing hone here in South Florida, but
we did not hear how --

COMWM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you very
much. Thank you.

DR. HUMMEL: Good evening. M nane is Dr.
Barry Huimmel . |'ma pediatrician, and a
vol unteer with the Tobacco-Free partnership of
Broward County. |'m here today to oppose
proposal 94. In 1997 Florida settled a | awsuit
with the maj or tobacco conpani es over deceitful
mar keting practices. Governor Lawmon Chiles
used the initial paynent to establish the
Tobacco Trust Fund, and determ ned that 15% of

t he annual paynents woul d be used for tobacco
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prevention and succession efforts in Florida.

At the tinme the 15%represented $50
mllion a year, however by fiscal year 2002 the
Fl orida | egislature had reduced the anount
spent on this life saving programto just $1
mllion, and al so began raiding the trust fund
for general revenue. This certainly did not
honor the spirit of Florida' s original |awsuit
with the tobacco industry so in 2006 the voters
decided to hold the Florida | egislature
account abl e and overwhel m ngly passed a
constitutional anmendnent to guarantee that the
tobacco settlenent dollars were used as
originally intended.

Ful | funding for that programwas restored
by 2008, and since then youth and adult use of
cigarettes, cigars, and snokel ess tobacco, have
reached historic lows. Proposal 94 woul d undo
this progress by shifting noney away from
t obacco prevention and cessation and noving it
into cancer research. It may sound |ike a good
idea, but it's both norally and fiscally
I rresponsi bl e.

By renoving noney from successfu

prevention and cessation efforts you are
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condemmi ng nore Floridians to tobacco addiction
and its associated health problens, including
cancer. The increase in tobacco rel ated

i1l nesses also |l eads to an increase in taxpayer
funded health care costs. Your own interna
anal ysis of proposal 94 estimates that shifting
20% of these funds into research will lead to
sonewhere between $.5 billion and $4.5 billion
i n increased Medicaid expenditures over the
next ten years.

There is a legislative fix for this.

There are two state created cancer research
prograns. You can fund those at any |evel you
want, you don't need to steal nobney from
prevention to treat cancer. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you very
much. Next up Leslie Sardinia, Christine
Canpbel |, Jack Tuter.

M5. SARDI NI A2  Good afternoon, or evening.
| thank the Chairman and the Comm ssioners for
hearing ny plea for the greyhounds. The
proposal introduced by Senator Tom Lee. My
husband and famly, we have been fighting
greyhound racing for years, and we don't own

any greyhounds. The only ones that want to
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keep racing are the breeders and the owners.
There is no reason to keep an old thing that
used to be profitable and peopl e woul d go see,
there's no reason to keep it going any nore.

Pl ease keep these | oving pups off the
racetrack, and into | oving hones to becone the
best couch potatoes that you' d ever seen. And
I'"d also like to dedicate, hopefully this prop
67 will go through, to a dear friend Kathy
Pell eton who is no longer with us, but her
whole life was dedicated to those dogs. Thank
you so nuch

COW SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you. Ceri
Col l ecchia, MIt Klonpus, Lai Eng.

M5. CAMPBELL: Christine Canpbell, am| up
next ?

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Yes, go ahead.
Thank you.

M5. CAMPBELL: Thank you. My nane is
Christine Canpbell. | ama very proud public-
school teacher in Broward County. The reason
-- thank you. The reason | am strongly opposed
to proposition 4 and 45 is that | work with a
very special population. M students have

severe and conplex autism They are fromthe
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ages of three to five and a half. Sone of ny
students have such severe comruni cation
problens that they are not safe until we do
sonething to hel p them express thensel ves,
whether it's sign | anguage, speech therapy,

ver bal, visual, whatever.

What | do -- of course you can tell | feel
very passionate about it. | know of not one
religious school that has ny program | know

of not one charter school that has ny program
The only other place a parent could get this
kind of teaching would be in a very expensive
private school. M parents don't have noney.
| come froma poor largely inmgrant school.
They don't have nopney.

| f any of you have ever raised a child
with a disability as | have you know t he
financial, enotional, and physical weckage
that this perforns on a famly. Please don't
take public funding away from public school s,
we need it where it bel ongs.

Personally, | don't want ny tax noney
goi ng to anybody but public education, and
public -- | would | ove to see cancer research

funded, but don't -- everything is getting so
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muddl ed. Pl ease keep your eye on the ball,
take care of these children. W need to
protect them They deserve everything we have
to offer. Thank you for com ng, and thank you
for staying so long. | appreciate it.

COW SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you.

M5. ENG Good evening. Thank you for
your tine. M nane is Lai Eng, and |'mfrom
Mam , Florida, born and raised. Currently I'm
a junior at Florida International University
studying for a double major in political
science and international relations. So, it's
to nmy know edge that two of your Conm ssioners
in the last Comrmittee hearing for proposal 22
nenti oned that they would reconsider the
proposal in the full comm ssion, and | just
wanted to take this opportunity to remnd you
that this proposal, this proposal should not be
resurrected.

Even though there seens to be sonme sort of
intention on reconsidering this proposal, and I
know t hat the proposal 22 was rejected, however
I want to ask if you're willing to commt today
that it will not be brought back up again. |If

so, then | won't waste ny tine. |Is that
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possi bl e?

COW SSI ONER TI MVANN:  We're here to hear
fromyou, so --

M5. CAWVPBELL: Okay, well, I'mhere to ask
the nmenbers of the CRC to safeguard Floridian's
privacy by voting agai nst proposal 2 again if
the proposal is resurrected, and | strongly
vehenent|ly oppose proposal 22 because as a
Floridian | amentitled to ny own privacy
rights. Informational privacy does al so
pertain to personal nedical decisions, and a
per sonal nedi cal decision should be respected
no matter your personal opinion as they are the
nost private decision that should be made in
unconprom sing confidentiality.

So pl ease preserve this right to privacy,
and while I'malready up here | would like for
you to consi der opposi ng proposal 4, proposal
29, and | would also like for you to vote for
proposal 67. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you. o
ahead, sir.

MR TUTER  Good eveni ng, Menbers of the
Commission. | amthe Crcuit Chief Judge here

in the 17th Judicial Crcuit, and |'"mhere to
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talk to you about proposal 26, and sone

| anguage that was recently added relating to
the sheriff's autononous authority over
courthouse security throughout the state. |'m
here to speak on behalf of not only the 17th
Circuit Court but the entire judicial branch,
every Chief Judge in this state, the trial
court admnistrators of this state, and the
judi cial managenent council which the Chief
Justice appointed to | ook at courthouse
security throughout the state.

We all would ask you all to redact or
vacate, or anend that |anguage, and take it
out. We don't think it's necessary at all.
Security in our courthouses are a coll aborative
effort between the County Comm ssion, the Chief
Judge, and the Sheriff at each county. W have
a great working relationship with our sheriff
here in Broward County, and to give the sheriff
conpl ete autonony over a courthouse where the
Chi ef Judge has a | ot of responsibilities under
the Rules of Judicial Adm nistration we think
IS not appropriate, so we strongly urge on
behal f of the judicial branch for you all to

reconsi der that |anguage that was recently
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added two weeks ago. Thank you for allow ng ne
to speak tonight.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you. That
was it fromthat group. Ckay, we have Bertha
Henry, James Herard, and Thonas Janes.

MS. HENRY: Good evening. M nane is
Bertha Henry. | serve as the Adm nistrator for
Broward County. |'mhere to speak in
opposition to proposal 13, and to support Chief
Judge Tuter's recomendation as it relates to
proposal 26. Beginning with proposal 13, we
see that as an encroachnent on hone rule.
Broward County has a charter, it identifies in
its charter its constitutional offices, and the
responsibilities of those constitution offices.

If this item passes it woul d mandate
certain constitutional offices be created that
go back to the 1800's. Broward County is a AAA
rated county. It is rated that way by al
three of the rating agencies, and it's done so
as a result of the work that we have done in
our charter supports as we manage our finances
and our operations. To separate these two
functions would create a di sconnect, so we

woul d ask that the, that the Comm ssion oppose
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t hat change.

As it relates to proposal 26 as the Chief
Judge has indicated we work very
col l aboratively here in Broward County. W
have -- actually we have commtted to working
with all of our stakeholders in our courthouse.
Each has uni que chal | enges, and the only way
that you are able to nake sure that all of our
needs are net is that we work in the
col | aborative, so if the Commttee decides to
go forward we woul d ask that you woul d renove
t he | anguage that gives the sheriffs throughout
the county sole responsibility.

COW SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you, Ms.
Henry.

M5. HENRY: Thank you.

MR. JAMES: The other fellow left. He was
before nme. |'m Thomas Janmes. (Good eveni ng,

and | wel cone the Conmm ssioners to South

Florida. |It's a pleasure to be able to speak
with you. M nanme is Thomas Janes. | live in
West Mramar. | just retired in June. | was a

teacher for thirty-five years in the M am -Dade
County public schools. | was also a coach

coaching football and track. | later was a
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| obbyi st for United Teachers of Dade, and al so
Fl ori da Educati on Association. And from 1998
to 2002 had the pleasure of serving the
Comm ssi oner of education in Tallahassee as
seni or education policy anal yst.

There was two issues | wanted to speak to.
The first | believe is 43, dealing with term
limts for school board nenbers. | think it's
a fantastic idea. | think it's |long overdue.
We currently have way too many entrenched in
common school board nmenbers who think that
school board is alife tine job. Many have
becone insulated fromthe realities of what
goes on in the school system and basically are
only interested in maintaining the status quo.

Due to gerrymandered districts, nonetary
advant ages of incunbency, and poor voter
turnout during August primaries, we see the
sanme ol d people over and over. One has to
wonder why an i ncunbent school board nenber
woul d spend $300,000 to get elected to a
$40, 000 a year job. W need new faces, new
bl ood, and fresh i deas.

The second proposal is 93 on district

charters, a really horrible idea. Under this
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nodel superintendents wll have unchecked
powers with little to no accountability. Mbst
state |l aws regarding public schools will be
thrown out. Union contracts in place will be
abrogated. Many of our finest teachers could
be term nated sinply because they nmake too much
noney or have job security.

Florida currently has a severe teacher
shortage. |If we allowthis kind of thing to go
on you're going to have an epidem c on your
hands. | urge you to vote against 93, the
district charter status. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER TI MMANN:  Thank you, M.
James. Reading into the record Norma Fischer
opposed proposition 22, and opposed proposition
4. JimOnstad, O audia Onstad, Donald Fann.
Reading into the record Marjorie Wight does
not want to speak. Barbara Lazarus, reading
into the record, does not want to speak. Janes
Howel | , Charl es Caul kins, and George Cavros.

DR. HOWNELL: Good evening. Good evening,
I'mDr. JimHowell. [|'mthe former Secretary
Departnent of Health, and |'m on the Tobacco
Advi sory Council of the Florida Departnent of

Health. |'mhere in opposition to, to the
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proposition 94, which is to require that cancer
research be included in the conprehensive
st at ew de tobacco education and prevention
program

| was with Lawton Chiles when we settled
with the tobacco industry. Those were great
days. And after that the |egislature, as has
been said, actually defunded the tobacco
program Later on, and |'"mgoing to use, |'m
going to use sinple terns in this history, all
right, Cancer Lung and Heart |ead a statew de
constitutional program brought it to the

voters, and really created the programwe're

tal ki ng about today. 1It's been a trenendous
program
The -- no -- public health and nedicine is

not partisan, all right. The Governor's

| eadership wth the Surgeon General Celeste
Scott has really been terrific. W put it
together, and I'mon the tobacco, we put
together a terrific programin the |ast eight
years. |It's really a national nodel, and
that's been about 35% of what CDC reconmends to
run a program and we followed the CDC nodel,

SO we're very, we're very proud of that.
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By the way Cancer Heart and Lung received
no noney out of this program so you nay hear
sone of that. So, you know, it's sort of |ike
it ain't broke, guys, so we really, you know,
and I|"ma public health doc, so we really
bel i eve in cancer research, we believe in al
good public health research and nedi ci ne
research, but there has to be another way of
doing this than this. And | think these
associ ations and --

COMWM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you, Dr.
Howel | . Thank you.

DR. HOWNELL: Thank you very nuch.

COW SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Jack A iver. Oh,
go ahead, sir.

MR, CAVROS: (Good eveni ng, Conm ssioners.
George Cavros. |I'ma long tinme South Florida
resident. Welconme to South Florida
Conmm ssioner Smth, and others, you already
live here. And I'ma long tine South Florida
resident. |'ve lived here for over twenty
years, and one of the reasons |I live here, the
mai n reason i s because | have access to
beauti ful and uni que beaches here in South

Fl ori da.

Veritext Legal Solutions
800-726-7007 305-376-8800



© 00 N o o~ wWw N

N N N N N N P B P PP R R R R
a A W N BB O © 0O N O 0o~ W N+, O

Page 256

But we're not the only ones that enjoy the
access to these beautiful beaches, it's
tourists that visit our state that al so cone
because of those beaches primarily, and I'm
here toni ght to speak in support of proposa
91. Tourismis a serious econom c engine.
Tourists when they're here pay taxes. Those
taxes go to fund our teachers, our |aw
enforcenent. They fix the holes in our road,
and they're used for a nultitude of other
public functions. W need to protect that

econom ¢ engine, and we need to protect it from

of fshore oil drilling.

This is not a phantomthreat. |In 2009, as
you may recall, the Florida House of
Representati ves passed a bill through that
woul d have al |l owed near shore oil drilling,

three mles within state waters. That bill
woul d have becone law if it had been passed by
the Senate, so |I'm asking you tonight, I'mhere
to support proposition 91

Let's take destiny into our own hands,
okay, we can -- we can affect what happens in
state waters. Not so nmuch in federal waters,

our influence there isn't as great, but let's
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take our own destiny into our own hands in our
own waters, and once and for all let's take
this option off the table. Put proposal 91 on
the ballot and |l et the people of Florida decide
whet her, you know, how inportant the beaches
are to them Thank you for comng to South
Fl orida. Good night.

COW SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you. Jack
Aiver, Laura Sinon, Scott Fischer.

M5. UDEN. Hi, ny name is Katherine Uden,
you read ny nane a little bit earlier.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN: | renenber.

M5. UDEN. Ckay. M nane is Katherine
Uden, | am a public-school teacher, and |
vol unteer as Chair of Survivor Foundation
Broward Chapter. | support proposal 91 to ban
oil and gas exploration in Florida's
territorial waters up to three mles offshore
in the Atlantic, and nine mles offshore in the
gulf. | support 91 because | |ove the beach.
It's the reason | live in Florida, and the
reason so nmany people cone to visit Florida.

O fshore oil and gas devel opnent in new
areas woul d require seismc blasting and

drilling activities that would significantly
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damage the environnent, marine wildlife,
coastal econom es, and ways of life.

I ndustries that rely upon a healthy marine
ecosystem general billions of dollars for
coastal states emanation as a whole. Coastal
recreation and tourismaccounts for 83% of
establ i shments and 71% of enpl oynent
opportunities for coastal communities in the
United States. A spill could cause
catastrophic inpacts to these coastal
comunities, resulting in many smal |l busi nesses
unabl e reopen. Survivor Foundation believes
that our quality of |ife depends on clean oi
free beaches. Please give Floridians the
opportunity to support this anmendnent. | hope
you'll vote yes on proposal 91.

As a teacher in a high poverty very
chal I engi ng school | ask that we keep public
school noney in public schools, and not give
our noney to private charter or religious
schools. Many of these schools either don't
serve kids with special needs, or kick out
students in difficult situations. W are
struggling with funding for staff, for

counseling for behavior support.
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Funnel i ng noney away from public schools
makes it so hard to hel p these kids becone
productive nenbers of society and happy well -
adjusted adults. Wth so nany absent parents
t heir nei ghborhood public school is their best
chance in life. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you. Jason
McDaniel, Elaine CGeller, Anjenys Eilert, Joseph
Bessard, Carol Smth, Karen Fortnman.

M5. FORTMAN: Good afternoon,

Conmmi ssioners, ny nane is Karen Fortman. As a
former menber of the Broward School Board |
conme supporting kids. |'mnot going to repeat
t he nunber of good reasons why several of these
proposal s shoul d be opposed because you've
heard it. You' ve heard about the syphoni ng of
public education funds going to religious
schools, going to charter schools, and so on.
Therefore, 1'll sinply sumrari ze by sayi ng that
| oppose proposal 4, proposal 43, 45, 71, 72,
and 93.

There is no -- it is not a coincidence
that there are so many proposals that | ook at
public schools in such a negative way, so what

| offer you is an option. The option is for
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all of us who are supportive of our kids, that
we all support adequate funding, that we
support and nentor our kids, especially those
who are struggling, that we contribute toward
schol arshi ps, that we ensure accountability of
| egi sl atures to fund, of school board nenbers
to make sure the kids have the resources, of
our principals to nmake sure that schools are
running efficiently, and of our teachers to
make sure that the classroons are orderly, and
certainly in a positive.

And in conclusion let nme say that if we
stand armin arm and support the public-schoo
system and nake sure that the funds are there,
we aren't going to need to talk anynore about
turning noney over to religious prograns or to
private organi zations that want the charter
school funds. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you.

M5. SMTH: M nane is Carol Smith. |I'ma
long tinme resident and voter in Coral Springs.
Thank you for comng here to Broward County to
allow us to express our opinions. Several
sections of Florida's Constitution have served

us well, and protected our citizens. Article |
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Section 3, the religious freedom no revenue of
the state shall ever be taken fromthe public
treasury in aid of any church or religious
denom nation. Article | Section 23 is for
privacy, every person has a right to be |et

al one and free from governnental intrusion into
the person's private life. And |I'm
paraphrasing as to what's in the constitution.
Article I X Section 1, education, adequate

provi sions shall be nmade by |aw for a uniform
efficient, safe, secure, and high-quality
system of free public schools. | urge you to
not tanper with these sections, they work, they
protect our rights. Please oppose proposition
4, 22, and 45.

Qppose proposition 97. There is
absolutely no reason to rai se the passage
percentage for constitutional anendnents for
60% of those voting in the election instead of
those voting on the issue.

One proposition however does deserve your
consideration, that's proposition 11. Pl ease
close the wite in |oophole in elections. The
addition of the unique universal primary to

Florida's election | aw added by the voters was
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not intended to be disallowed by a wite-in
candi date whose nanme will not be on the ballot,
who serves no other purpose than to close that
primary. Support proposition 11. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you. Col by
Wse, Philip Fortman, Donenic Ferrante, then
Lily Bach, Christopher Gieb, and Richard
Thurer. Go ahead, sir.

MR WSE: Yes, thank you, your honorable

Comm ssioners. M nane is Colby Wse. | live
in Manatee County. | speak today in support of
reconsi dering public proposal 700,000. | guess

it nowis assigned P144 within the Declaration
of Rights Anendnent. This proposal will allow
adults twenty-one and ol der to possess,
cultivate, and use cannabis w thout fear of
penalty. Article | Section 2 clearly states
Fl ori di ans have the right to enjoy and defend
life and liberty, to pursue happiness, but this
right is severely infringed when it renains
lawful to arrest individuals for nerely
possessi ng a plant.

Cannabis is safe, healthy, and
nutritional. It is a plant that can prevent

and kill cancer. Specifically, ingesting
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cannabis oil is proven to shrink and/or inhibit
tunor growth without harm ng the person who
ingests it. Qur protected -- Article | Section
8, our protected right to own and possess
firearnms, the right to bear arns belongs in
Article |, but so does our right to cannabis.
Certainly, if Floridians have a
constitutionally protected right to sonething
as dangerous as firearns they have the, they
shoul d have the equally protected right to
sonet hing as safe as any plant that is proven
to kill cancer and treat other serious
i1l nesses without harnful side effects.

Establishing a right to cannabis won't
infringe on any of the rights of others, wll
positively benefit our crimnal justice system
our health care system our environnent and
econony, sinmultaneously. | urge this
Conmm ssi on pl ease reconsi der POB 700, 000 and
advance this proposal to the 2018 ballot for
voters to decide. It's past tinme to end
prohi bition, this honorable Commi ssion has the
power in Florida to end in --

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you very

much. Go ahead, sir.
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MR FORTMAN. My nane is Philip Fortman.
Thank you for bringing this forumto Broward
County, to our Town of Davie, and this
university where ny son is a graduate student.
That said |I'mappal |l ed at the nunber of
proposed anendnents in here that obviously seek
to underm ne the home rule 30 of our school
boards and drain our tax dollars that are so
sorely needed, all dictated from Tal | ahassee.
As such why woul d you burden the state of
Florida with a proposal 4 that would only
enbroil the government in litigation defending
this amendnent, which ultimtely would only be
overturned in the federal courts under the
non- est abl i shnment cl ause of the United States'
Constitution.

Amendnment 43, which woul d i npose on the
| ocal school board termlimts; let the voters
determ ne how | ong these nenbers woul d serve.
As such | al so oppose anendnents 45 and 71 and
93. Anendnent 72 would put Florida in the
state of Kansas and their bankrupt governnent
systens which had to reverse itself. Thank you
for your tinme.

COW SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you.
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MR GRIEB: Good evening, ny nane is Chris
Gieb, and I cone to you as an aninmal, and nore
so as a dog lover. | started out as an adopter
of a greyhound fourteen years ago.
Coincidentally today it was fourteen years ago
| adopted her. However, in the very begi nning
| just alnost inmediately was i nundated with
out dat ed i naccurate and m si nfornmation
concerning racing, so | did nmy, | did ny due
diligence, went to tracks, kennels, greyhound
farms, and found out, found out information for
nmysel f.

| then becane a trainer. | noved down
here to Florida and becane a trainer. |'mone
of three thousand racing professionals, and
that doesn't include folks who are tellers,
| ead outs, and concessionaires at tracks and
racing facilities. |'ve also becone an owner.
| bred a girl nane Mallora, she's at ny house
right now waiting for me to cone back honme two,
two hours away in Naples | canme all the way
here for so she's still waiting for ne. And
she blessed ne with five puppies earlier, a
couple years ago, three of themare stil

racing. One of themis adopted into a |oving
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hone, and one of them has been trained as a
service dog, and he lives with a U S. Arny
Veteran right now.

Otentinmes we get ms, you know, a |ot of
m sinformation is thrown out about us that we
don't care about our dogs. Well, you know, a
coupl e years ago Senator Smith co-authored a
bill called the Smth Raydor bill that we
raci ng professionals tried to push forward, and
the, excuse ne, the out of state |obby and
i nterest groups cone and work against it, so
we're for trying to increase the safety of our
tracks and services, and equi pnent, so our
greyhounds run safely. Thank you for -- thank
you for consideration. 1'll urge you to
oppose, reject, and renove proposition 67.

COMW SSI ONER TI MVANN: Great, thank you.
kay, Mead McCoy, Lynn Norman Teck, Tinothy
Brown, Daniel D az, Steve Kinsey, and Ruth
Lynch. Go ahead, M ss.

M5. TECK: Hi . Good evening,
Comm ssi oners, thank you for keeping this, the
meeting going after hours. |'m Lynn Nornman
Teck. |'mhere on behalf of the Florida

Charter School Alliance. That's a nonprofit
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statew de organi zation that works with charter
school s across the state, and those charters
school s serve close to 280,000 students. | am
al so a very proud charter school parent. |
chose ny child' s school, and I was very

di sturbed by hearing people that our schools
are not account abl e.

Charter schools are held accountable for
their grades and financially. The teachers are
certified, and ny kids take state assessnent
exans, so |'mhere today to voice support for
proposal 71 and the creation of an alternative
st at ewi de aut horizer, or state oversight of the
charter school process. Two quality
authorizers in any jurisdiction is considered a
best practice, and this was according to a
Nati onal Association of Charter School
Aut hori zers report.

An al ternate authorizer pronotes
aut hori zer quality, and it's sonething that's
al ready used in several states, including
Arkansas and Loui siana. This best practice
al so adds anot her | evel of checks and bal ances
to the authorizing process, and it's definitely

a wel cone inprovenent to Florida. Thank you
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very much.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you.

M5. LYNCH: Thank you, Conm ssioners. |'m
Rut h Lynch, and I"mnot going to reiterate
what, what Lynn just said, but we are -- |I'm
with -- Ruth Lynch, and I'mwth the Florida
Consortiumof Public Charter Schools for the
State of Florida. | also wanted to state, you
know, it's all about choice. There are six
hundred and forty-five charter schools in the
state of Florida with over 283,000 children

going to those schools. Also, you know,

charter schools are public schools. It amazes
nme when people say -- charter schools are
public schools, and our parents -- and |I'm al so

representing the parents for charter schools as
well. W pay taxes just |ike everybody el se,
and 71, we are definitely asking you to really
consi der that.

And secondly the -- and thirdly rather,
the best thing to do -- it's not an us and
them it's about all of our kids. |It's about
parents having a choice to send their kids
where they want to send themto. And also, the

best thing to do so we won't be at each other's
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throats for this small anount of nobney, which

i s under, which is about $7,000 per child, that
we shoul d fund education properly across the
board. If we fund education at that anount,
nationally it's funded at $11, 000 per child.
So, let's just consider that, and let's stop
fighting about this thing and nake sure we're
doi ng the best for our children. Thank you for
your tine.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you.

MR, KINSEY: Good evening. H, ny nane is
Steve Kinsey. |'mthe undersheriff with the
Broward Sheriff's O fice. Unfortunately,
Sheriff Israel couldn't be here today, he's
away at a conference. |'mhere in support of
proposal 13. W feel that it's very inportant
that we set forth in the Florida Constitution
that all sheriffs in the sixty-seven counties
in Florida should be currently protected as
I ndependently el ected constitutional officers.
Havi ng an el ected sheriff makes the sheriff
receptive to the communities and the people
that vote.

When you have police chiefs they're

appointed by the Gty Manager and the Gty
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Conmi ssions, they're not necessarily have to be
responsi ble to the people, but with the sheriff
t he people every four years have the power and
the ability to fire that sheriff if they don't
feel he's doing the job he was el ected to do.

| think we have a great relationship with
the communities here in Broward. W work with
them W support them W partner with them
and for that reason | think the 2 mllion
voters in Broward County should be responsible
for electing who their sheriff is, not an
appoi ntee of a comm ssion.

| also want to support proposal 26 while
I"mhere as it was anended | ast week. Sheriffs
are absolutely the subject matter experts when
it conmes to courthouse security. No one knows
public safety and courthouse security better
than the sheriff. W work with our partners.
W work with the chief judge. W work with the
county. But at the end of the day the sheriff
is in the best position to make those deci sions
to keep the public safe when they cone to our
court house. Thank you very much.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you. Ckay,

Debbi e Kar kason, Dwayne Robi nson, Janes
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WIldman, and 1'll read the next group, Ellen
Feeler, Christine Flores, Daniel Levin. Anyone
-- if I call your nane nove towards the front

pl ease. Thank you. Go ahead.

MR, WLDVAN. Good evening. M nane is
James Wldman. |'ma resident of Oakland Park,
and |1'm al so the Humane Educator for the Aninal
Ri ght s Foundation of Florida. M job as a
humane educator is to teach conpassi on and
best ow enpathy for all beings. Wwen | talk to
youth and adults it is plainly obvious that we
are a culture that cares about the well being
and treatnent of aninmals, especially conpanion
ani mal s.

Unfortunately, sonme of our institutions
are not always in line with our sense of
conpassion. As a Florida resident and teacher,
| urge you to support proposal 67 to phase out
greyhound racing. G eyhound racing |Iike dog
fighting is an exploitative and cruel business
that profits off the suffering of others.
Thousands of greyhounds are subjected to a life
of confinenent and risk of severe injury, or
even death, with a greyhound dying at a Florida

track every three days.
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It's a barbaric and archai c i ndustry whose
time is up. Please support proposal 67, and
| et the people of Florida have the opportunity
to choose conpassion and enpathy. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you.

MR, ROBI NSON:. Good eveni ng,
Conmm ssioners. M/ nane is Dwayne Robi nson.
"' mhere on behalf of the Young Lawyers
Division of the Florida Bar. The Young Lawyers
Di vision of the Florida Bar voted unani nously
agai nst proposition 47. That is the
proposition that doubles the age requirenent
for lawers to serve the community as judges in
the state. Just for the record we do not
represent the Florida Bar, which has not taken
a position on this proposal.

| read in the paper that this Conmm ssion
opposed an anmendnent that would elimnate the
right to el ect judges because it woul d affect
mnorities on the bench. This provision 47
woul d do the sane thing, it would deny
qualified mnorities the opportunities to apply
and run for judge. It takes many years for
candi dates to go through the JNC process.

Having the five to ten- year span to do that is
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very, very inportant.

To give you a sense of things, President
Trunp recently nominated a candidate to the
m ddl e district of Al abama who had little to no
experience as a litigator. He had tried one
case, and only served for three years. Under
this proposal, proposal 47, if that candidate
were a nenber of the Florida Bar provision 47
woul d say he is eligible to be a judge in this
state. On the other hand, that proposition if
it were the |law many years ago these judges in
Mam would not be able to serve.

The County Judge Letha Francis, who |
believe is the only black femal e judge sitting
as a county or circuit court judge in Mam,
our biggest county, Judger Robert Luthum first
on the circuit in Mam nowis in the Third
DCA. Circuit Judge Roberto Luis and Grcuit
Judge Rodney Smith. W are against this
proposal. W haven't heard one good reason for
this. Age does not equal experience. W
request that vote down this proposal. Thank
you very nuch.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you. Deni se

Cranmmer, Reverend Vernell Nel son, Joanne Lynch
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I, Eva Parker, Andrew Dol berg. Go ahead,
ma' am

M5. NELSON. Good eveni ng, and thank you
for hearing ne. Thank you for being here. |
am Reverend Vernell Nelson, and | stand firmy
in opposition to proposal 54. The certificate
of need is sonmething that | have found through
personal experience to be critical for the
peace and serenity of famlies and hospice
patients. |t has been ny personal experience
of being with, and praying with patients and
fam |y menbers that when that certificate of
need conmes down their burden is |ightened.
They are able to rely upon the services that
have cone into their famlies, their famly
menbers, free of charge, therefore they can
concentrate on the real critical and inportant
matters of saying goodbye to a | oved one.

Hospice care is not as interesting or
romantic as a cuddly puppy. It is as critica

and as inportant as free and avail able public

education. Children, | have seen and w t nessed

chil dren who have been in hospice care, young
adults. Hospice care is not only for the

senior citizens of the world. Everybody of
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every age bracket can be touched by being a
hospi ce patient, by being a famly nenber of a
hospi ce patient, by receiving the care that
comes after the issuance of a certificate of
need.

| urge you to renove that proposal from
the agenda. Get rid of it. W need that
certificate of need to provide for our |oved
ones and our famlies. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you.

M5. EIG (Good evening, Conm ssioners, |'m
Joanne Eig, resident of Fort Lauderdale. |
oppose, and | urge you to oppose and vote
agai nst the entire group of the ill-considered
proposal s desi gned to weaken our entire
publ i c-school system and hone rule. Proposal 4
and 45 divert taxpayer dollars to religious
school s and private schools. The Florida
Constitution requires a uniform and
hi gh-qual ity system of free public schools.
These two proposals in particular ignore that
pri nci pl e.

I n addition, nunber 43 and 71 are yet two
nore exanples of the state of Florida' s grow ng

trend of stepping on hone rule and the rights
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of the local comunities, and the control of
our |ocal school issues. | urge you to reject
and vote agai nst nunber 4, 43, 45, and 71.
Moreover, should it conme back to the ful

Commi ssion | urge you to reject proposal 22.
Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you. Dawn
Wt her spoon, Joanne Lynch Aye. | called you
before. Andrew Dol berg, Dwayne Sebesta, Cara
Canpbel |, Gary Heuker, Mara Shl acknman, Ryan
G eenberg, Maurice M zrahi, Carol Ann
Bart hol emew, Sarah Margaret Kreuz Leonardi.
That's one nane.

M5. LEONARDI: Hi, |I'm Sarah Leonardi .
Thank you for the opportunity to speak tonight.
I'"'ma resident and constituent of Ponpano
Beach, Florida. |'ma teacher in the Broward
County Public School System | am a wonan of
child bearing age, and | urge the CRC to not
reconsi der proposal 22 because it would
significantly weaken our privacy protections.
Proposal 22 is the latest attenpt of a snal
group of people tolimt a woman's ability to
make deci si ons about her own body w t hout

further intrusion of public officials.
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These attenpts are conmmon in Florida, and
they are shaneful, however |ike many issues
considered to be wonen's issues reconsidering
proposal 22 will affect everyone, not just
wonen. This proposal woul d erase current
privacy rights in marriage, consensual adult
i ntimaci es, one's personal activities in their
personal spaces, and one's personal nedi cal
decisions. Furthernore, as a majority of
Fl ori di ans oppose what proposal would do to
their right to privacy you woul d not be acting
in the best interest of your constituents if
you were to reconsider.

VWhile | have your tine, | would also Iike
to address an issue close to ny heart as an
educator. | am concerned about any neasures
that would allow funds for public education to
be reallocated to religious or private school s,
and urge you to vote agai nst proposals 4 and
45. Again | inplore you to not reconsider
proposal 22, and to vote no on proposals 4 and
45. Thank you for your tinmne.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you. | think
| already called this, but doria Reinhardt,

Mar gar et Rohrbach, G ndy QGuerra.
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M5. REINHARDT: Hello, ny nane is Goria
Rei nhardt. 1'ma long-tine resident of Coral
Springs. That's here in Broward County. Thank
you for the opportunity of speaking to you
today. | urge the Comm ssion to vote no on
proposal 72 that would require that 2/3 for al
future state tax are fee increases in the State
and in the House. This proposal wll strangle
the legislative's ability to generate revenue
for Florida' s already underfunded vital public
prograns and services that working famlies
need and deserve. Florida is already a very
low tax state. Florida ranked 50th in state
tax revenue per capita in 2013. Florida ranks
near 50 in the nation per capita state spendi ng
on educati on.

One thing that concerns nme is that our
popul ati on growt h of people over sixty-five,
and that would include nme, we're growi ng faster
than the rest of the population. |ndeed,
peopl e over eighty-five are growi ng at a higher
percentage than the rest. What this -- the
reason | bring this up is that currently we
have over 64,000 people on the wait list for

home base and community services. That's where
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we stand today.

If we tie the hands of |egislature going
forward where is that going to be? As you know
nost people who are, who are growing old Iike
to live, they like to stay in their hones as
| ong as possi bl e, and hone-based community
services would provide that. Wy we are
underfunding it nowis a nmystery to ne, but
it's sonmething that, that needs to be | ooked
at, but at another tine.

But the point of nme bringing this up is do
not tie the hands of the | egislature.

COW SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you very
much. Thank you. M. G eenberg?

MR, LEVINSON: Hi, Ryan G eenberg
submtted ny, ny nanme for ne, |'m Max Levi nson.
I"'ma practicing attorney here in South
Florida. [I'mjust kidding. |I'ma mddle, a
thirteen-year-old mddl e school student from
Weston, Florida. Thank you for your work on
behal f of the citizens of Florida, and future
generations of Floridians. As we all know
Florida is a peninsula. | bedrock for South
Florida is mainly porous |inestone.

| am here today to speak on behal f of
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publ i c proposal 700486, coast protection and
sea level mtigation which I submtted in
Septenber of |ast year. M proposal would
create a coastal protection and sea | evel
mtigation conm ssion to prepare a report for
the Florida Legislature. | amnow going to
read ny proposal.

Every ten years a coast protection and sea
| evel mtigation comm ssion shall be
established. The Conmm ssion shall reviewthe
| at est science and engi neering regarding sea
| evel and the Florida coast, and shall nake
recommendations to the Florida Legislature.
The conposition of the Comm ssion shall be
determ ned by general |aw, but shall consist of
at least five nationally recognized engi neers,
or other experts in this field.

The Governor, the Senate President, and
t he Speaker of the House, shall each nmake one
appoi ntnment to the Conm ssion. The Board of
Governors of the State University System of
Fl ori da shall appoint two Conm ssioners froma
list submtted by the President of public or
private universities |located in the state of

Florida. The Conmm ssion shall submt its
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report at |l east every ten years to the Florida
Legi sl ature.

This is a very inportant |long-term
resolution that deserves to be in the
constitution. Thank you for your tine.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Perfect timng.
Thank you, M. Levinson.

M5. ROHRBACH  Well, that's a tough act to
follow. Good evening, ny nane is Margaret
Rohrbach. | live in Coral Springs, and I
recently retired after thirty-four years aslard
County high school teacher and librari an.

Thank you for this opportunity to speak on sone
of the proposals that | feel will do great harm
to public education in Florida.

Firs, I1'd like to share that ny three
children are all graduates of Broward County
public schools and the University of Florida,
go Gators, so clearly, | have a firmbelief in
the val ue of public education. However, | am
very concerned that proposals 4, 43, 45 and 71
endanger the quality and the very survival of
our Florida public schools. By renoving the
restriction in the Florida Constitution agai nst

public funding of private and religious schools
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proposals 4 and 45 would divert fundi ng away
from our already underfunded public schools.
These tax dollars are desperately needed
so that our public schools can keep and attract
the best and brightest teachers, and so that
school districts can renovate, build, and
mai ntain quality school facilities. These
proposals also are in conflict with the United
States' Constitution. As the U S. Suprene
Court stated, the use of tax noney for services
by a faith entity is allowed only if the
service is not about spreading a religious
nmet hod, but the m ssion statenent of any
religious school clearly states the integration
of their religious nessage with their education
purpose. Therefore, | ask you to please vote
no on proposals 4 and 45, and protect our
Fl ori da public schools.
| further oppose proposals 43 and 71
whi ch harm our schools by shifting power from
| ocal governnments to the state. Proposal 71
t akes away | ocal school board's control and
oversi ght of charter schools. This |ack of
oversi ght, accountability, and |ocal control of

charter schools will lead to fraud and abuse, a
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wast e of taxpayer dollars, and nore inportantly

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you very
much. Thank you.

M5. GUERRA: (Good eveni ng, Comm ssioners.
"Il be very brief. GCndy Guerra. |'man
attorney. We're not brief, that's why | cane
around a second tine. |'masking for your
proposal, for your support of proposal 13, 55,
and |I'masking that you give the Florida State
Legi sl ature the option and the tools to be able
to fund Clerks to their approved budget. It's
really inportant for the Cerks of our state to
be funded to their approved budgets so they can
continue the work that is nandated by the
constitution and the statutes. So, these are
the nost inportant functions to nmake sure that
our justice systemkeeps going. And it really
IS a cornerstone to our justice system so |
ask that you give the |egislature those tools.
Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you. Marvin
R vas, Eric Mendez, Jennifer Condie, Lisa
Mantel |, Howard Tal enfel d, and Jonat han

Harrington, if you could all nove towards the
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front. Go ahead, sir.

MR RIVAS. Good norning. M nane is
Marvin Rivas. |'mhere for proposal 96. 1've
been assaulted by ny cousin at age el even.

It's been nore than twenty years since the
sexual assault has occurred, and | never had
that voice at that tine. And the reason |I'm
here with -- agree with the proposal is to have
that voice for others. W (unintelligible) for
a year and a half, going to therapy, and the
straw bones, it's real. |It's unfortunate that
we have to put this on the ballot, but I'mglad
it's part of the ballot.

There are tines that people just go upon
their own day and don't realize the struggles
that their victins go through after the fact

t hat everybody goes hone, go beyond their own

day. The struggle is real. It's -- it's tough
for nyself. It's tough for ny |oved ones.

It's unimaginable that it can be -- I'msorry,
just --

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  You' re doing fine.

MR, RIVAS. | just want you to understand
this. It's not an easy thing for victins, |et
alone telling their story. |'mhere today to
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have that voice for others. The people that
are hearing nme now, | want you to understand
that you do have a voice, and it is okay.
There's going to be a tine that it's going to
have the storm but we live in Florida, if the
storm conmes the sun cones after

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you, M.

Ri vas. Thank you very nuch.

M5. CONDIE: Hi there. Jennifer Condie,
West Pal m Beach. [|If M. Armasi is watching
| eaving the incarcerated, detained in untreated
heroin withdraw i s cruel and unusual puni shnment
when the rapid detox drug Buprenorphi ne has
been on the market for alnost fifteen years. |
request the Constitution Review Conmttee
create a proposal to create basic human rights
for people wth substance abuse di sorders, and
t hose arrested on non-violent charges.

This is not a legislative issue, as profit
maki ng entities, both good and bad have too
much control, and those who need access to
basic rights will never have a voice. W
I ncarcerate people before they have their day
incourt. Inas little as two days, a famly

could lose their job, honme, for sonething as
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sinple as a twenty- four-hour incarceration for
a suspended |icense, when they |lose their job
for no-call/no-show.

Qur people are held in jail for nonths
with delayed trials. This destroys famli es,
comuni ties, and the econony, and is at best a
raci st system W need to, at a mninmum ban
fel ony charges for drug possession, and in best
case scenario decrimnalize drug possession
altogether. W don't arrest cancer patients
for having a di sease.

And further, we also need to have the
her oi n detox drug Buprenorphine with a referral
to outpatient treatnment avail able 24/7 from al
enmergency roons for our very critical at |arge
popul ation that really need access to help. W
have handed over control of our opiate crisis
response to the sane entities who sit by and
wat ch our drug death body count rise. The sane
entities are | obbying drug courts and prisons
to force people with substance abuse di sorders
to take Suboxone buprenorphine, which is thirty
times nore powerful a narcotic than norphine
per gram as terns of their probation, parole

and freedom
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As a basic human right, Floridians need a
proposal to choose to detox from Suboxone or to
use either a narcotic or non-narcotic mat. And
| have nore to say but I'mout of tine. Thank
you very much

COW SSI ONER TI MMANN:  Thank you. And
just a rem nder to everyone, | know everyone is
limted on tinme, to try to focus your renmarks
on those issues that are under our actual
purvi ew, but we do appreciate everyone's

comments on the topics. Thank you. Go ahead,

sir.

MR, HARRI NGTON: My nane i s Jonat han
Harrington. [|'ma teacher in Broward County
schools. [|'ma public-school teacher, and |ike

nost of the other public-school teachers, well,
I think every single public-school teacher who
has spoken today, |I'm going to be opposing
proposal 4.

This is an attenpt to get nore noney to go
to religious schools, to deprive public schools
of those sane funds. And | want to illustrate
this with an exanple. | was teaching a
hi storian class on which the thene of

honosexual ity cane up and | had an
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el even-year-old girl tell nme that honpbsexual s
go to hell forever. The last thing that we
need in the education systemis nore religion,
| et alone institutions devoted entirely to
teaching their religion.

In addition, | oppose proposal 71, and
numer ous ot her proposals. Additionally, | want
to close on noting that this Revision
Conmm ssi on appears to have made only one pit
stop here in South Florida in 2018; is that
correct? W only get to see you all one tine.
You're not making a visit to M am -Dade, the
| ar gest school district in the entire state,
the fifth largest school district inthe entire
U.S., so although we do appreciate you being
here in Broward | think South Floridians need a
little nore tinme to get their views out into
the open to bring before you. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  All right, thank
you.

M5. MANTELL: Hi, ny nane is Lisa Mantell.
[''m from Hol | ywood, Florida. |'mthe nom of
two little kids, and | amhere to publicly ask
for your non-support of proposal 22. | ask you

not to reconsider on the grounds that an
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I ndi vi dual being a human bei ng deserves the
right of privacy to nmake their own deci sions,
and to live privately in a live and let live
kind of way, and also to consider the proposal
9, that you renove partisan politics fromthe
running of the VA. That panel should really be
staffed by people receiving services fromthe
VA, that those decisions should not be nade by
the Governor or other elected officials. Thank
you.

COW SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Go ahead.

MR. MENDEZ: Hello. M nane is FEric
Mendez, and | amsinply a nenber of the working
cl ass who wi shes to say that in regards to
proposal 11 | believe in allow ng open
primaries in the state of Florida to take
place. Any party affiliation |ike denocrats
and republicans deserve a voice in |oca
el ecti ons and beyond regardl ess of what stands
those we nmay not have, that we may not agree
with in politics, there are fellow Anerican
wor ki ng-cl ass voters |like nyself and many
people in this room Please allow for open
primaries in the state of Florida. | thank you

for your tine.
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COW SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you.

MR. TALENFELD: M nane is Howard
Talenfeld. | ampresident of Florida's
Children First, the statew de group of child
advocates that fight to give children a voice
who are in foster care. First of all, | want
to thank this Conmm ssion for com ng,
particularly the out of town Comm ssioners that
are here very, very late tonight.

Florida is one of only ten states that do
not appoint counsel to children in foster care.
["'min support, and speak in support of
amendnent that was supported by Belinda Keiser,
Conmmi ssi oner Kei ser, because we want Florida to
not be in the mnority. These children have
very serious liberty interests that they are
deprived of once they are taken into foster
care. They spend between one and three years
in the system nore than any child in the
del i nquency system woul d spend. Sone spend
their entire childhood in care as well, and in
the custody of the state of Florida.

They lose their famlies. Mst are taken
out of county, may | ose their educations. Mny

are in the pipeline directly to our prisons.
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Al t hough the guardian ad litemprogramis a
nost amazi ng programthat we support, if your
children were to be sentenced to one to three
years in the dependency court system you would
want themto have an attorney to be able to
protect themin this very conplicated system

When this matter cones up for your
reconsideration | would ask the Conm ssioners
to think about it tw ce, about making sure that
every child who is in that system has an
attorney. Thank you so nuch.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you. Lisa
Mantel |, Jackie Scharff, Carlos Vierney, D ane
MIls and Carol yn Siegel man.

MR VI ERNEY: (Good eveni ng, Comm ssioners,
Carlos Vierney from Coral Springs. | cone here
before you tonight to speak out in opposition
of proposal 13 in its current form Let ne
make it clear, | support those constitutional
officers that are currently elected to remain
el ected, however | feel that the |anguage in
its current formis an overreach, and wll have
a detrinmental effect to | ocal governnents in
that it will revert those appointed

constitutional officers and nake them el ecti ve.
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There are departnents and divisions in
governnental units currently in appointed
positions that if reverted back woul d have a
cost to those charter counties. You --
anal ysis has identified eight charter counties
that would be affected. Here in Broward County
we have switched out tax collector to an
appoi nted position. The costs in your
anal ysis, in your fiscal inpact, is
i ndeterm nate. Those indeterm nate costs would
be an unfunded nmandate for those counties, the
ei ght that woul d be affected.

Furthernmore, I'malso in opposition to
proposal 97. 60%voting on an el ection versus
60% that voted on a particular issue. That
woul d reward people who did not vote on an
issue. It would dilute those who voted for it,
and woul d just nmake it an extra hurdle. For
exanple, | sit on the Coral Springs Charter
Review Cormmittee, one of ny proposals passed by
60% If | go back and | did the anal ysis based
on this proposal that would go down to 51%

| amin favor of proposal, in the
resurrection of proposal 61 and 92 because |

thi nk those are good governnent proposals, and
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they are hone rule proposals. Charter counties
and nmunicipalities wwth a charter are the
bedrock of our governance, and the people have
chosen to be governed by those el ected
officials, and we should et those el ected
officials make the decisions, and if the state
| egi sl ature or others --

COW SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you.

MR. VI ERNEY: Thank you.

COW SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Awan Bal ent, Donal d
Tor ok, Jareth Bent.

M5. SCHARFF. (Good evening | adies and
gentl enen of the Conm ssion. M nane is Jackie
Scharff. This is nmy daughter and ny son. M
husband woul d be here, father, he had to work
all day. W drove from Napl es because we are
i n opposition, and I wsh to ask you to oppose
as well nunmber 67 and keep greyhound racing
going. W have been falling to GREY2K' s | es.

W were in Massachusetts. M -- ny
husband's nane is Scott. W were married and
had two kids. W had to follow all kinds of
rules and regul ati ons set by them W did
this. They, they told |Iies about us using

photos from other countries and statistics that
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are forty years old, before there were any ki nd
of regulations. W had to pack up, she was
nine nonths old, he was three, and nove back to
Mam, well, here in Hi al eah.

Then ei ghteen nonths after that we had to
nove to Napl es because of the track owner
wanting to run a circuit, Flagler, Naples, as
opposed to running themboth all year. W have
had no i nsurance, health insurance, which was
provi ded through the track, paid for by the
kennel in Massachusetts. W -- we barely, you
know, get by. W do -- we do it because we
| ove the dogs. W are good people, and | would

not be able to get on with nyself with, with

these things -- | wasn't even going to speak
t oday.

| wote down all this stuff. | sent the
Comm ssion an e-mail. | took notes and

everything, and witing it out, four hours
because |I'm so perfect about everything. W
have fifty years' experience between the two of
us, me and ny husband. | -- we -- we |love the
dogs. It's just appalling to have, | don't
know, it feels |like no voice.

COMWM SSI ONER Tl MVANN:  Thank you very
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much. Thank you.

MR BALENT: H, I'mAlvan Balent, | think
you said, called ny nane, but --

COW SSI ONER TI MVANN: | did. Probably not
correctly, but | did.

MR, BALENT: It's |ike the chipnunk, just
alittle bit -- but I"'mjust here to speak in
support of proposition 41 and 47 with a small
little tweak to both of them Wth respect to
nmovi ng the judge's age of retirenent to seventy
fromseventy-five, | think that's a good idea.
Keepi ng experienced judges on the bench is
al ways a good thing. However, | think the
| anguage needs to be clarified to say all
j udges appointed after the effective date of
January 8, 20109.

| think the old system should go out by
attrition rather than keepi ng them changi ng the
rules of the ganme m dway after they're
appointed. And simlar with the age, noving
with the fromfive years to ten. Wile |I do
strongly agree with the Young Lawyer's Division
that age is just a nunber in a way | think you
shoul d keep the five limts, five year age

limt for county judges, | think it should be a
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simlar prospective only approach where it says
all menbers of the Bar if you're sworn in after
such and such a date it should be ten years for
circuit judges. | just think that |anguage
needs to be clarified, and let the old system
just go out by attrition. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you.

MR TOROK: Thank you for giving ne this
opportunity. |I'mDr. Don Torok. |[|'mchair of
the Tobacco Free Partnership of Broward County.
I'"'ma health educator, and | would |like you to
consi der your opposition to proposition 94. |f
you | ook at what the Florida voters approved
back in 2006 it was to fund tobacco educati on.
Thi s program al t hough severely underfunded,
only at 35% of the CDC recomended | evels, has
been a nodel programthroughout the country.

What we | ook at that constitutiona
amendnent every one of the conponents addressed
education, and we know fromthe health
educati on aspects that prograns that prevent
are much nore cost effective than having to
deal with treatnents, so taking noney away from
this programwould greatly deter fromthe

out standi ng work that's being done in our
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state, and taking away from Flori da being a
nodel in the country because you want to take
and use other dollars that are supposed to be
used for education.

There's many ot her ways that the state
| egi sl ature could fund additional prograns,
such as raising the tax on tobacco products,
requiring electronic cigarettes to be licensed
and controlled. | want you to know that when
you | ook at, you know, what we've been able to
acconpl i sh, you know, w th our tobacco
education, and the rates have been --

COW SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you, sir.
Thank you.

UNKNOMWN:  Hi . |'m speaking on the behalf
of Jareth Bent, he waived in opposition to
proposal -- and proposal 22. Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN: Al right, thank
you. Jill Freis, Elizabeth, | think it's Kade,
Chey Kuriata, Joe Kaufman, and Max Levi nson.
Go ahead, pl ease.

M5. FREIS: Hi, thank you. M nane is
Jill Freis. Thank you for giving ne the
opportunity to talk. |'m opposition of

proposal 67. You got people saying stuff about
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greyhounds, that they have no idea really --
our dogs are treated very well. W |ove them
They are treated better than a | ot of people.
And then you have a -- you got GREY2K and
peopl e saying stuff that they don't even know,
so it's out there, they put sonething |ike that
on the ballot, and people are going to be
voting to ban racing when they don't even know.
And I'ma single nom | have a thirteen-
year-old. | have another son that's in
coll ege, and |'ve been with greyhounds ny whol e
life. And for people to, if this does go on
the ballot and then they do ban it, and to take
away ny livelihood, and a | ot of people's
l'ivelihood when they don't even know, it's just
not fair. Qur dogs -- | nean you |ove them we

| ove them they're just great aninmals. Thank

you.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you. o
ahead.

M5. COLE: Hi, ny name is Elizabeth Col e,
and |"'mglad to be here, I'"'ma Florida
resident. |'d like to voice ny opinion to
pl ease oppose proposal 22. | carelessness with

which the way this |anguage is thrown about
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really denonstrates a | ack of know edge and
respect for what it is to be a wonan and t he
conpl ex health care decisions that we have to
make. So firmy please do not nove forward
wi th proposal 22. Qbviously, it's not only
offensive to ne as a wonman, but anyone who

wi shes to have their personal privacy

respect ed.

Next, 1'd |ike you to please vote no on
proposal 4. The separation of church and state
Is essential to our republic, and its
obj ecti onabl e that any of our tax dollars
shoul d be reverted to any sort of religious
organi zations. Next, |I'd like you to pl ease
oppose proposal 22. |I'msorry, proposal 22 as |
menti oned. Proposal 29 as it relates to e-
verify, it's ridiculous to be changing the
constitution sinply because the |egislation
continuously failed, so please oppose proposal
29.

Al so, as resident | urge you to pl ease
firmy oppose any sort of |egislation that
i nhi bits public education and diverts noney to
any sort of charter schools or trial schools,

or honme schools, whatever it may be. CQur
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public education is essential to the growth of
Fl ori da, so please do not nove forth with any
of those proposals that jeopardize public
educat i on.

| urge you to not make any efforts with
any proposals that nake it nore difficult for
citizens to make changes to the constitution,
I ncluding any sort of 60%threshold. And being
that | have a limted anount of tinme, | urge
you to act in the best interests of Florida and
advance | anguage in our constitution that
protects climte change and net neutrality.
Thank you.

COW SSI ONER TI MMANN:  Thank you. Keith
Robi nson, Chel sea Krebs, Christina Harper,
Giselda Hale, Christian Sol onon. Go ahead,
sir.

DR. ROBINSON. Hi, I"'mDr. Keith Robinson.
"' ma pul nonol ogi st here in Broward County. |
al so serve as a board nenber for the Anmerican
Lung Association, and | al so serve on the
Research Advisory Conmttee, as well as the
Cinical Advisory Commttee to the COPD
Foundation, so I know snoking, and my concerns

are that I"mhere in support of, I'msorry, in
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opposi ti on, excuse ne, opposition of
proposition 94.

| think at all levels of |lung disease, we
know that in the United States annually we | ose
nore people in the popul ation the size of Fort
Lauderdal e to snoking related | ung di sease.
That's nore than breast cancer, prostate
cancer, and col on cancer all added together.
And so, of all the levels of prevention that we
provi de, whether it's primary prevention,
secondary prevention, tertiary prevention,
snoki ng cessati on has been shown to save |ives,
so again | would |like you to oppose proposition
94 pl ease. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you. Go
ahead, ma' am

M5. HALE: Yes, good evening. Thank you
for being here. M nane is &iselda Hale, and
I live in Plantation, Florida. | would like to
express to you ny opposition to proposition 40,
and would like to ask you not to bring it back.
| ama guardian ad litem | have been a
guardian ad litemfor the Broward County for
over twenty years. W represent the best

interests of the child. The judges w |
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appoint, if asked or if needed, an attorney ad
litemfor the children. They have the
di scretion to do so.

The children al so have attorneys that are
DCF attorneys, or attorneys for a location with
attorneys for the children. They are not
underrepresented in the court system | think
that if noney needs to be pulled fromsone
place to give it to sonebody else, | think the
guardian ad |item program shoul d keep t hat
nmoney. Unfortunately, | understand that
there's also shortage, but | think the guardian
ad litemprogramis needed, and | don't think
we need to appoint an attorney ad litemfor the
children, for each child that is in the system
Thank you.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you. o
ahead.

M5. KREBS: Hi, |'m Chelsea Krebs. [I'ma
lifelong resident of Fort Lauderdale. | work
for the Parks Departnent, and |I'm a vol unt eer
at the South Florida WIldlife Center, and |I'm
here about prop 91. Because I'ma licensed sea
captai n now, and because ny father is a

commerci al fisherman who depends on the sea for
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a living, and because | care about the
environnent, and | |ike to use the waterways
for recreation, and for kayaking, | fully
support, and | hope you will support
proposition 91, which wll keep offshore
drilling out of Florida waters.

Let me give you an exanple. |If you're a
Ii censed sea captain, you have to go at | east
three mles offshore to scatter ashes of human
remai ns froma deceased person. Shouldn't you
have to go at least that far offshore to dril
for oil, | nmean that just nmakes sense to ne. |
hope you will add this to the Florida
Constitution so that what happened in Louisiana
in 2010, for exanple, never happens here, and
the only way sure way to do that is to ban
of fshore drilling at |least that three mles.
So please put prop 91 on the ballot, and pl ease
let's add this to the Florida Constitution and
make it official once and for all. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you.

M5. HARPER. Hi, ny nanme is Christina
Har per. Thank you for the opportunity to talk
to you. I'mhere in support of proposition 67

to ban greyhound racing. | want greyhound
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racing to stop. | do not believe that animals
shoul d be used for profit. | understand that
many of themare treated well and have | oving
hones, but many do not, and they do suffer. |
believe that if we humans deserve to live a
life in confort and | ove, | believe that

gr eyhounds do too.

So, ny main thing is that | do not believe
that profit and animals should m x. Thank you
so nuch.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you. M.

Sol onon.

M5. SOLOMON:  Yes, thank you. Good
eveni ng, Conm ssioners, ny nane is Kristin
Sol onon, and | amthe Sout hern Regi onal
Director for the Guardian Ad Litem Program
Tonight, I'"'mhere as a citizen, and as a parent
of two young children. As an attorney who has
dedi cated the past decade to representing and
protecting children | appreciate the
opportunity to speak to you tonight.

| also wanted to thank the Comm ssioners
Kei ser and Cox for bringing child welfare
I ssues to the forefront, however | respectfully

di sagree with proposal 40, and | support the
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deci si on nmade by the Declaration of R ghts
Commttee after a two-hour hearing on the
I ssue. The tinme and commitnent to | earn about
all aspects of child representation within our
state is greatly appreciated.

To say children don't have | awers is
m sl eading. There are well over a hundred and
seventy | awers here advocating and protecting
children every day. They are best interest
attorneys at the guardian ad |item program and
hundreds of pro bono attorneys across the
state. Proposal 40 would create a
constitutional right for children in dependency
to an attorney who woul d represent their
expressed wi shes, also client directed
advocacy. O the approximately 32,000 children
inchild welfare a majority are under the age
of six. dient directed advocacy is not the
best way to protect young vul nerabl e and
traumati zed victins of child abuse,
abandonnment, and negl ect.

Florida's policy of putting the best
interests of children first should remain the
state's policy. Taking a holistic approach

where one considers all aspects of the child's
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life, including the child' s wi shes, is the nost
appropriate way to represent a child. | ask
that you respect the decisions of the

Conmmi ssioners of the Declaration of Rights
Comm ttee and do not bring proposal 40 back for
reconsi deration, and protect the best interests
of Florida's children. Thank you.

COW SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you. Di ana
Reese. |I'mhaving a little trouble with this
one. Dana O Lo Lade, Yvonne Pal ner Bennett,
Dwayne Robi nson, and this, she may have al ready
| eft, Katherine Uden. Go ahead please, ma'am

M5. REESE: (Good evening. M nane is
Di ana Reese, and |I'm here to oppose proposal
40, as well as provide testinony that children
benefit nost fromthe best interest advocacy. |
know this first hand because |I'm a guardi an ad
litem vol unteer child advocate.

| wll share with you that on a case | was
assigned on the initial visit the kids did not
appear safe to nme. There were two girls and a
boy. The boy felt that he was being recruited
for gang activity and wanted out. The girls
wanted to stay, and said they felt safe. They

were twelve, fourteen, and fifteen at the tine.
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| saw roaches in the refrigerator. There were
ei ght people living in that house, two bedroom
filthy, with a non-working toilet. The
Departnent had approved the placenent of the
honme tw ce.

| sough guidance fromny guardian ad litem
attorney and ny case coordi nator for next
steps. | then gathered evidence of gang
activity in the hone. Two ol der brothers were
al ready involved in the gang, and he other nale
staying there was a known and active gang
menber. M guardian ad litem attorney then
presented evidence to the court, and advocated
for the best interest to the judge, who was
able to order placenent changes, first for the
boy, and then later for the girls.

Fast forward to Portia's high school
graduation. | attended that with her nom who
cried and hugged ne, and told ne she
under stands why we do what we do. Jewonn just
received a full ride scholarship to USF, and
Ketaya is a junior in high school. W advocate
for the best interests of the children. | have
an attorney on ny side. And we are about the

chi | dr en. I"mstill involved in their life
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today. Thank you for hearing, and please do
not bring proposal 40 back up.

COMM SSI ONER TI MVANN:  Thank you.

M5. BENNETT: (Good evening, ny nane is
Yvonne Bennett, and I work with, I'ma resident
here in Broward, in Penbroke Pines, and | work
for the guardian ad |item program however this
evening |'mhere as a private citizen to say |
do not recommend proposal 40. Qur children are
represented by best interest attorney. W have
a team of people that work together who are
going into the hones, as the vol unteer just
testify we |l ook at their hones, we speak to
their providers, we know the providers of
health and nental health services, and we work
as a teamw th the best interest attorney to
make sure that the child' s best interest is
al ways reconmended.

The children -- we are advocating for our
children, and they are represented very often,
the children are, the sibling group is
represented by one attorney, and therefore
their best interest is, is usually represented,
Is always represented, so | ask that we do not,

you do not vote for proposal 40, and that we do
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not bring back proposal 40. Thank you very
much.

COMWM SSI ONER Tl MVANN:  Thank you. Any of
t he others whose nanes | called? Wth that |
woul d |i ke to thank Nova Sout heastern
Uni versity for hosting us here. On behalf of
Chai rman Beruff and the Constitution Revision
Comm ssi on, and thanking all of the expert
staff and our |aw enforcenent officers, thank
you. Good ni ght.

(Ther eupon, the neeting concl uded.)
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