
 

 

 S-036 (10/2008) 
10032017.1618 Page 1 of 1 

2017 CRC Session  The Constitution Revision Commission  

 COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA 
  

    DECLARATION OF RIGHTS 

 Commissioner Carlton, Chair 

 Commissioner Stemberger, Vice Chair 

 
MEETING DATE: Tuesday, October 3, 2017 

TIME: 9:00 a.m.—12:00 noon 
PLACE: 110 Senate Office Building, Tallahassee, Florida 

MEMBERS: Commissioner Carlton, Chair; Commissioner Stemberger, Vice Chair; Commissioners Donalds, 
Gainey, Johnson, Joyner, and Lester 
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Presentation on Shaping the Florida Constitution by Mary E. Adkins, Master Legal Skills 
Professor and the Director of Legal Writing and Appellate Advocacy at the University of 
Florida Levin College of Law 
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PRESENTER BIOGRAPHY 

 

MARY E. ADKINS 
Master Legal Skills Professor 

Director, Legal Writing and Appellate Advocacy 

University of Florida Levin College of Law 

Mary E. Adkins is a Master Legal Skills Professor and the Director of Legal Writing and Appellate 

Advocacy at the University of Florida Levin College of Law. In the world of legal writing and appellate 

advocacy, Professor Adkins is faculty advisor to the Florida Moot Court Team, and has presented nationally 

and regionally on assessment methods in legal writing; the use of teaching assistants in legal writing 

instruction; and innovative teaching methods. She serves on national committees of the Association of 

Legal Writing Directors and the Legal Writing Institute. 

An accomplished historian, Professor Adkins has also conducted numerous oral history interviews of 

Florida legal, political and historical figures and is the secretary of the Florida Supreme Court Historical 

Society. She recently published Making Modern Florida: How the Spirit of Reform Shaped a New 

Constitution (University Press of Florida, 2016), a book that details her extensive research of the 1968 

Florida Constitution and its revisions. She has given presentations on the topic at a number of Florida 

universities and colleges, as well as professional and community organizations. 

Prior to joining UF Law Professor Adkins worked in private practice. She earned her B.S.J., M.A., and J.D. 

from the University of Florida. 
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HO W A CRC PROP OSAL BECOMES L A W 
2017-2018 CONSTITUTION REVISION COMMISSION (CRC)

A ROADMAP TO REVISING FLORIDA’S CONSTITUTION
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IDEAS 
EMAILS

PROPOSALS 

PUBLIC 

HEARINGS 

PROPOSED 
CONSTITUTIONAL

AMENDMENTS

PUBLIC PROPOSALSPUBLIC PROPOSALS
Submitted by:

Website
Public Hearings

Email
Mail 

OCTOBER 6, 2017OCTOBER 6, 2017
Deadline being

considered by CRC to
submit public proposals

FULL COMMISSIONFULL COMMISSION
Votes to consider
Public Proposals

(10 votes required)

FAILS 
Proposal does
not advance,
but may be

filed by a 
Commissioner 

PASSES 
Filed with

moving 
Commissioner

as sponsor 

COMMISSIONER
PROPOSALS

Proposals are reviewed 
and considered in the 

appropriate committee

STYLE & DRAFTINGSTYLE & DRAFTING
COMMITTEECOMMITTEE

Prepares proposals for the 
ballot 

CRC FINAL VOTE 
ON PROPOSALS

CRC will consider public input on
proposals prior tofinal v ote, including 

public hearings

FULL COMMISSIONFULL COMMISSION
CRC holds final vote to place proposals on 

Florida’s 2018 General Election Ballot

FLORIDA SECRETARY OF STATEFLORIDA SECRETARY OF STATE
CRC proposals must be filed by May 10, 2018 

for ballot placement 

FLORIDA VOTERS 
CONSIDER CRC

PROPOSALS

2018 GENERAL ELECTION
(NOVEMBER 6)

CRC proposals that secure at least 60%
voter approval become law and officially

revise the Florida Constitution 



How to Submit a Proposal

• Submit online at flcrc.gov

• Email your proposal to admin@flcrc.gov

• Mail your proposal to:
Constitution Revision Commission
The Capitol
400 S. Monroe St.
Tallahassee, FL 32399

• Hand in your proposal at a public hearing
flcrc.gov
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ARTICLE I: DECLARATION OF RIGHTS 

PUBLIC PROPOSALS 
Current through 9/29/17 

(does not include withdrawn proposals) 

 

# Public Proposal Number 

Repeal, Create, 

or Amend 

Section 

Description 

Political Power (Section 1) 

1 PUB 700591 § 1 
Reserves powers not specifically delegated to the state or prohibited by the 

Constitution to municipal and county governments, or to the people. 

Basic Rights (Section 2) 

2 PUB 700101 § 2 
Prohibits deprivation of rights because of a cognitive disability. (Expands 

categories of suspect classes). 

3 PUB 700153 § 2 
Prohibits deprivation of rights because of previous imprisonment for a felony. 

(Expands categories of suspect classes). 

4 PUB 700198 § 2 
Prohibits deprivation of rights because of sex, sexual orientation, gender, and 

gender (Expands categories of suspect classes). 

5 PUB 700161 § 2 
Prohibits deprivation of rights because of sexual orientation and gender identity 

(Expands categories of suspect classes). 

6 PUB 700305 § 2 
Prohibits deprivation of rights because of age, economic status, and gender 

(Expands categories of suspect classes). 

7 PUB 700624 § 2 
Prohibits deprivation of rights because of age (Expands categories of suspect 

classes). 

8 PUB 700135 § 2 

Prohibits deprivation of rights because of sex, color, ethnicity, age, familial 

status, marital status, military status, sexual orientation, genetic information, 

gender identity, employment status, or pregnancy. (Expands categories of 

suspect classes) 
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# Public Proposal Number 

Repeal, Create, 

or Amend 

Section 

Description 

9 PUB 700120 § 2 
Prohibits deprivation of rights because of age, sexual orientation, marital status, 

or military status (Expands categories of suspect classes). 

10 PUB 800546 § 2 

Provides that all persons shall have equal rights and privileges without 

discrimination based upon sexual orientation, marital status, ethnicity, color, 

indigenousness, or pregnancy. Establishes right of women to make their own 

reproductive decisions, including termination of pregnancy. 

11 PUB 700208 § 2 Repeals Alien Land Law; expands categories of suspect classifications; 

establishes a right to equal opportunity; and authorizes government to remedy 

present effects of past discrimination. 

12 PUB 700110 § 2 Repeals Alien Land Law. 

13 PUB 800016 § 2 Repeals Alien Land Law. 

14 PUB 800017 § 2 Repeals Alien Land Law. 

15 PUB 800753 § 2 Repeals Alien Land Law. 

16 PUB 800020  Establishes the right of qualified, terminally ill adult patients to receive aid-in-

dying medication from their physician. 

17 PUB 800021 § 2 Establishes the inalienable right to live and work in a safe environment. 

Religious Freedom (Section 3) 

18 PUB 800786 § 3 Establishes the right to refuse the issuance or disclosure of a social security 

number; requires certain entities to respect and accommodate an individual’s 

religious rights unless it would cause an undue burden.  

19 PUB 700548 § 3 Prohibits infringement on exercising the right of conscience in matters 

unrelated to the acquisition of goods or services fundamentally necessary for 

life. Prohibits state coercion and compulsion contrary to right of association or 

exercise of conscience. 

20 PUB 700495 

 

 

 

 

§ 3 Provides that a Florida business may not, by threat of law or coercion, be forced 

to provide services to another individual or entity if doing so violates their 

sincerely held religious beliefs or convictions. Does not include services that if 

withheld would result in death. Prohibits denial of service on basis of ethnicity, 

color, or national origin. 
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# Public Proposal Number 

Repeal, Create, 

or Amend 

Section 

Description 

 

 

21 PUB 700159 § 3 Provides that religious freedom may not be a basis to infringe the rights of 

citizens or discriminate. Prohibits businesses from asserting religious freedom 

as a basis to deny services or goods. 

22 PUB 700454 § 3 Prohibits laws respecting non-belief, penalizing non-belief, or the right not to 

worship. Prohibits religious tests as a qualification to any office or public trust.  

23 PUB 700311 § 3 Prohibits the use of state revenue for the promotion of religious agendas in 

education. Requires the removal of any representative of the state who engages 

in religious bias though public comment or when passing legislation. 

24 PUB 700168 § 3 Requires that all religions be taught in school and have equal time, except 

Christianity and Judaism which may be taught in more depth.  

25 PUB 700622 § 3 Provides that religious freedom does not justify animal sacrifice, witchcraft, or 

devil worship. 

26 PUB 700513 § 3 Repeals entire section on religious freedom. 

27 PUB 700320 § 3 Repeals no aid provision (Blaine Amendment). 

28 PUB 700374 § 3 Repeals no aid provision (Blaine Amendment). 

29 PUB 700391 § 3 Repeals no aid provision (Blaine Amendment). 

30 PUB 700392 § 3 Repeals no aid provision (Blaine Amendment). 

31 PUB 700485 § 3 Repeals no aid provision (Blaine Amendment). 

32 PUB 700508 § 3 Repeals no aid provision (Blaine Amendment). 

33 PUB 700515 § 3 Repeals no aid provision (Blaine Amendment). 

34 PUB 700527 § 3 Repeals no aid provision (Blaine Amendment). 

35 PUB 700529 § 3 Repeals no aid provision (Blaine Amendment). 

36 PUB 700547 § 3 Repeals no aid provision (Blaine Amendment). 

Speech and Press (Section 4) 
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# Public Proposal Number 

Repeal, Create, 

or Amend 

Section 

Description 

37 PUB 800767 § 4 Provides that only human beings are endowed with constitutional rights. 

Provides that corporations are not people and regulating political contributions 

is not equivalent to limiting political speech. 

38 PUB 700443 § 4 Provides that only human beings are endowed with constitutional rights. 

Provides that corporations are not people and regulating political contributions 

is not equivalent to limiting political speech. 

Right to assemble (Section 5) 

39 PUB 700384 § 5 Establishes the right to be present, and engage in any lawful activity, in any 

place open to the public. 

Right to Work (Section 6) 

40 PUB 700448 § 6 Establishes the right of public employees to strike. 

41 PUB 700181 § 6 Establishes the right of public employees to strike. 

Firearms (Section 8) 

42 PUB 700179 § 8 Establishes right of U.S. citizens who are at least 18 years of age with no felony 

convictions to carry a firearm or weapon openly or concealed without a license 

or permit. Repeals 3-day waiting period. 

43 PUB 700177 § 8 Establishes right of individuals to carry arms openly or in a concealed manner. 

Provides that the manner of bearing arms is exempt from regulation by law.  

44 PUB 700029 § 8 Provides that holders of a concealed weapons permit may openly carry their 

firearm. 

45 PUB 700147 § 8 Requires mandatory background check for firearm purchases. Repeals power 

of legislature to regulate manner of bearing arms; 3-day waiting period; 

exemption for trade-ins; and criminal penalties for violating section. 

46 PUB 700301 § 8 Repeals power of legislature to regulate the manner of bearing arms. Prohibits 

any government officer from assisting in the enforcement of federal firearm 

laws. 

47 PUB 700373 § 8 Exempts law enforcement officers from the 3-day waiting period. 

48 PUB 700436 § 8 Repeals exemption from 3-day waiting period for holders of a concealed 

weapons permit. 
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# Public Proposal Number 

Repeal, Create, 

or Amend 

Section 

Description 

49 PUB 700178 § 8 Repeals 3-day waiting period. 

50 PUB 700185 § 8 Increases mandatory waiting period to seven days. 

51 PUB 700515 § 8 Establishes the right to bear arms in defense of property. 

52 PUB 700385 § 8 Establishes the right of holders of a concealed weapons permit to carry a 

firearm in any public place except certain specified locations.  

Due Process (Section 9) 

53 PUB 700209 § 9 Prohibits forfeiture of property unless the property owner has been convicted 

of a felony and exhausted all appeals. 

54 PUB 700413 § 9 Prohibits civil asset forfeiture. 

55 PUB 700381 (New) Requires retroactive application of judicial decisions affecting the 

constitutional rights of the criminally accused. Authorizes persons previously 

denied relief to petition for relief within one year. 

56 PUB 700386 § 9 Requires the Supreme Court to remand death penalty cases back to the trial 

court for imposition of a life sentence if the jury did not make a unanimous 

recommendation of death.  

57 PUB 700400 § 9 Prohibits civil commitment of certain persons released from incarceration. 

58 PUB 700606 § 9 Prohibits the deprivation of life, liberty, or property solely due to a procedural 

technicality. 

Prohibited Laws (Section 10) 

59 PUB 700302 § 10 Prohibits forfeiture of property in the absence of arrest and formal charges. 

Prohibits any government officer from assisting the federal government in the 

seizure of property in the absence of arrest and formal charges.  

Search and Seizure (Section 12) 

60 PUB 800814 § 12 Repeals requirement that right be construed in conformity with the 4th 

Amendment to U.S. Constitution as interpreted by the US Supreme Court 

(including admissibility of evidence). 

61 PUB 800379 § 12 Repeals requirement that right be construed in conformity with the 4th 

Amendment to U.S. Constitution as interpreted by the US Supreme Court 

(including admissibility of evidence). 
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# Public Proposal Number 

Repeal, Create, 

or Amend 

Section 

Description 

62 PUB 700203 § 12 Repeals requirement that right be construed in conformity with the 4th 

Amendment to U.S. Constitution as interpreted by the US Supreme Court 

(including admissibility of evidence). 

63 PUB 700379 § 12 Repeals requirement that right be construed in conformity with the U.S. 

Constitution as interpreted by the US Supreme Court. 

64 PUB 700136 § 12 Provides that the right may be construed more broadly than the 4th Amendment 

to the U.S. Constitution as interpreted by the U.S. Supreme Court. 

65 PUB 700146 § 12 Establishes the right of people to be secure in electronic and digital data against 

unreasonable search and seizure. 

66 PUB 700519 § 12 Establishes the right of people to be secure in electronic and digital data against 

unreasonable search and seizure. Provides that the rights guaranteed by § 12 

may be broadened by law. 

Habeas Corpus (Section 13) 

67 PUB 700607 § 13 Prohibits imprisonment or execution solely due to a procedural technicality. 

Establishes right to a writ of habeas corpus if wrongfully convicted or actually 

innocent but denied relief solely due to a procedural technicality. Provides for 

retroactive application. 

Prosecution for crime; Offenses committed by children (Section 15) 

68 PUB 800275 § 15 Prohibits trying a child as an adult unless indicted by a grand jury or after a 

court hearing absent a waiver by the child; abrogates direct file. Establishes 

right to prompt access to legal counsel for children deprived of liberty. 

69 PUB 700556 § 15 Prohibits criminal prosecution of a child as an adult if the offender was under 

the age of 16 at the time of the offense. Permits criminal prosecution of a child 

as an adult for offenders 16-17 years of age at the time of an offense through a 

judicial review procedure.  

70 PUB 700561 § 15 Prohibits holding juvenile offenders in close confinement (solitary 

confinement). Provides an exception to ensure safety of child or others. 

71 PUB 700261 § 15 Prohibits plea bargains, conjugal rights for incarcerated felons, and mental 

condition as a defense to a charge of criminal conduct.  
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# Public Proposal Number 

Repeal, Create, 

or Amend 

Section 

Description 

72 PUB 700323 (New) Prohibits plea bargains. 

73 PUB 700193 (New) Eliminates statute of limitations for felonies or crimes. Provides for retroactive 

application. 

74 PUB 700378 (New) Prohibits the conviction of any person based upon the testimony of a single, 

uncorroborated eyewitness. 

75 PUB 700387 § 15 Repeals prohibition on trial for a felony without presentment or indictment by 

a grand jury or the filing of an information. Requires that “otherwise infamous” 

crime be presented to grand jury. 

76 PUB 700062 § 15 Revises procedures to charge certain criminal offenses. Provides that no citizen 

of the state shall be subject to punishment under military or martial law with 

certain exceptions. 

Excessive Punishments/Death Penalty (Section 17) 

77 PUB 700210 § 17 Abolishes the death penalty. Provides that the death penalty is cruel and 

unusual punishment. 

78 PUB 700150 § 17 Specifies additional methods of execution, including hanging, firing squad, and 

the gas chamber. Provides that surgical or chemical castration of sex offenders 

is not cruel and unusual punishment. 

79 PUB 700261 (New) Establishes the right of crime victims to have death sentence carried out in a 

reasonable time and creates judicial procedures pursuant thereto. Specifies 

additional methods of execution. 

80 PUB 700608 § 17 Provides that the imprisonment or execution of a wrongfully convicted or 

actually innocent person constitutes cruel and unusual punishment. 

81 PUB 700379 § 17 Repeals requirement that prohibition against cruel and unusual and cruel or 

unusual punishment be construed in conformity with the decisions of the U.S. 

Supreme Court interpreting the Eighth Amendment to the US Constitution. 

82 PUB 700576 § 17 Repeals requirement that prohibition against cruel and unusual and cruel or 

unusual punishment be construed in conformity with the decisions of the U.S. 

Supreme Court interpreting the Eighth Amendment to the US Constitution. 
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# Public Proposal Number 

Repeal, Create, 

or Amend 

Section 

Description 

83 PUB 700546 § 17 Prohibits cruel or unusual punishment. Repeals requirement that prohibition 

against cruel and unusual and cruel or unusual punishment be construed in 

conformity with the decisions of the U.S. Supreme Court interpreting the 

Eighth Amendment to the US Constitution.  

Costs (Section 19) 

84 PUB 700211 § 19 Prohibits the imposition of fees or costs to recover property seized as evidence 

or otherwise impounded by a governmental agency if found not guilty of a 

crime.  

Access to Courts (Section 21) 

85 PUB 700609 § 21 Requires courts to remain open to incarcerated persons or persons under a 

sentence of death that have been denied relief solely due to a procedural 

technicality.  

Trial by Jury (Section 22) 

86 PUB 700383 § 22 Increases the number of required jurors to at least 12 and 2 alternates. Requires 

the unanimous vote of all twelve jurors to reach a verdict. 

87 PUB 700015 § 22 Provides for the abolishment of courts that do not provide jury trials. 

88 PUB 700251 (New) Establishes the right to demand a jury trial in child custody proceedings. 

Prohibits a court from contravening a jury verdict for joint custody. 

Privacy/Abortion (Section 23) (Article X, § 22) 

89 PUB 800572 § 23 Limits right of privacy to only unreasonable governmental intrusion. 

90 PUB 700125 § 23 Limits right of privacy to informational, documentary privacy. 

91 PUB 700018 § 23 Expands right of privacy to include any intrusion into a person’s private life. 

92 PUB 700136 § 23 Repeals right of privacy. 

93 PUB 700149 § 23 Repeals permitted exceptions to right of privacy.  

94 PUB 700213 § 23 Requires the state to protect the privacy of natural persons against 

nongovernmental intrusion for commercial purposes. 

95 PUB 700395 § 23 Establishes the right of natural persons to refuse to answer questions 

considered intrusive, private, or sensitive. Prohibits certain medical providers 
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# Public Proposal Number 

Repeal, Create, 

or Amend 

Section 

Description 

and facilities from inquiring about mental or emotional state as a precondition 

of treatment for an unrelated matter. 

96 PUB 700504 § 23 Establishes a broad right to privacy for “individuals” rather than natural 

persons (not limited to government intrusion). Provides that all homo sapiens 

are “individuals” at every stage of development, including fertilization or 

conception. 

97 PUB 700151 § 23 Provides that the right of privacy does not prevent the public from recording 

public employees, agents, and officials in the performance of their duties. 

98 PUB 800760 Art. X, § 22 Provides that notification of a parent or guardian of the termination of a minor’s 

pregnancy is not appropriate in all cases. Repeals power of legislature to 

provide for parental notification, establish exceptions or create judicial waiver 

process. Authorizes the legislature to require the referral of a minor to a mental 

health professional, counselor, or social worker. 

99 PUB 700039 Art. X, § 22 Provides that abortion shall be abolished in Florida if ever found 

unconstitutional by the U.S. Supreme Court. 

100 PUB 700492 (New) Establishes a state duty to protect human life upon the medical detection of a 

heartbeat. Prohibits any person from ending the life of a fetus upon the 

detection of a heartbeat. Provides an exemption for involuntary termination 

during an attempt to save the life of the mother. 

101 PUB 700570 (New) Establishes a state duty to protect human life upon the medical detection of a 

heartbeat. Prohibits any person from ending the life of a fetus upon the 

detection of a heartbeat. Provides an exemption for involuntary termination 

during an attempt to save the life of the mother. 

102 PUB 700255 (New) Prohibits abortions except where pregnancy is a medical threat to the life of the 

mother. 

103 PUB 700506 § 23 Provides that the right of privacy does not include the right to abortion. 

104 PUB 700569 § 23 Provides that the right of privacy does not include the right to abortion. 

105 PUB 700615 § 23 Provides that the right of privacy does not include the right to abortion. 
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# Public Proposal Number 

Repeal, Create, 

or Amend 

Section 

Description 

106 PUB 700357 § 23 Provides that the right of privacy does not apply to the state’s interest in 

protecting unborn life. 

107 PUB 700514 § 23 Provides that the right of privacy does not limit the right of human beings, born 

and preborn, to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 

108 PUB 700528 § 23 Provides that the right of privacy does not limit the right of human beings, born 

and preborn, to life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness. 

109 PUB 700433 § 23 Provides that the right of privacy does not protect the invocation of physician-

assisted suicide. 

110 PUB 700453 (New) Provides that the spouse of a terminally ill, uncommunicative person may 

contravene such person’s documented end of life wishes if the documents are 

outdated or obsolete. 

Public Records/Meetings (Section 24) 

111 PUB 800572 § 24 Specifies that a person has the right to inspect or copy a public record at his or 

her own expense. Provides that inspection and copying must be done in a 

reasonable manner and at a reasonable time. Provides records custodians 

immunity from civil liability for asserting in good faith a record is exempt or 

confidential notwithstanding a later judicial determination.  

112 PUB 700524 § 24 Increases legislative vote required to exempt public records and meetings to 

four-fifths of each house. 

113 PUB 700119 § 24 Revises legislative vote required to exempt public records and meetings to 2/3 

of the entire membership rather than each house. Repeals exemption for public 

records or meeting that were exempt prior to July 1, 1993.  

114 PUB 700307 § 24 Removes references to “each house” of the Legislature. 

115 PUB 700279 (New) Establishes the inalienable right to require and impose the government 

information to justify or redact wrongdoing. 

Claimant’s right to fair compensation (Section 26) 

116 PUB 700393 § 26 Establishes the right to receive 100% of gross pay through Workman’s 

Compensation for work related injuries until cleared to return to work.  
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# Public Proposal Number 

Repeal, Create, 

or Amend 

Section 

Description 

Requires the insurance carrier to cover medical costs related to the injury for 

the life of the employee.  

117 PUB 700031 § 26 Expands right to fair compensation to any personal injury claim involving a 

contingency fee. 

Marriage (Section 27) 

118 PUB 700214 § 27 Repeals marriage definition. 

119 PUB 700309 § 27 Repeals marriage definition. 

120 PUB 700156 § 27 Repeals marriage definition. 

121 PUB 700159 § 27 Repeals marriage definition. 

122 PUB 700377 § 27 Repeals marriage definition. 

123 PUB 700358 § 27 Repeals marriage definition. 

124 PUB 700444 § 27 Repeals marriage definition. 

125 PUB 700476 § 27 Repeals marriage definition. 

126 PUB 700590 § 27 Repeals marriage definition. 

127 PUB 700118  § 27 Repeals marriage definition.  

128 PUB 700119 § 27 Repeals marriage definition. 

129 PUB 700129 § 27 Repeals marriage definition. 

130 PUB 700201 § 27 Repeals marriage definition. 

131 PUB 700047 § 27 Repeals marriage definition. Provides for the recognition of opposite-sex and 

same-sex marriage. Provides for conscience or religious objection to 

solemnizing a marriage or issuing a marriage license. 

132 PUB 700249 § 27 Revises definition of “marriage”. Provides for the recognition of opposite-sex 

and same-sex marriage. 

133 PUB 700310 § 27 Revises definition of “marriage” to the legal union of two consenting adults. 

Miscellaneous - Education 

134 PUB 700289 (New) Provides that no individual may be deprived of an education. 

Miscellaneous - Health Care 
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# Public Proposal Number 

Repeal, Create, 

or Amend 

Section 

Description 

135 PUB 800573 § 2 Establishes right to opioid treatment when other medical intervention has 

failed. 

136 PUB 700273 § 2 Establishes right to opioid treatment when other medical intervention has 

failed. 

137 PUB 700001 (New) Establishes right to healthcare 

138 PUB 700037 (New) Establishes right to equal access to healthcare. 

139 PUB 700349 (New) Establishes fundamental right to affordable healthcare. Requires the legislature 

to afford highest consideration to such right in weighing priorities and 

allocating available resources. 

140 PUB 800764 § 2 Establishes right to shop for health insurance and medical services regardless 

of geography and to negotiate direct payment with physicians and providers 

without restriction. 

141 PUB 700256 (New) Requires legislature to exempt certain medical equipment from sale, storage, 

use or consumption tax. 

142 PUB 700475 (New) Establishes patient rights. 

143 PUB 700154 (New) Establishes regulated organ donation system. 

Miscellaneous - Cannabis 

144 PUB 700000 (New) Establishes the right of persons over the age of 21 to possess, use, and cultivate 

cannabis. Authorizes the state to regulate purchase and sale of cannabis. 

145 PUB 800002 (New) Establishes the right of persons over the age of 21 to possess, use, and cultivate 

cannabis. Authorizes the state to regulate purchase and sale of cannabis. 

Miscellaneous – Restoration of Rights 

146 PUB 800379 (New) Restores voting rights for convicted felons who have satisfied the conditions 

of their sentence. 

147 PUB 700186 § 8 Restores gun and voting rights for convicted felons except persons convicted 

of armed robbery with a firearm or selling drugs. 

148 PUB 700067 (New) Restores civil rights upon termination of state supervision for any offense. 

Miscellaneous - Environment 
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# Public Proposal Number 

Repeal, Create, 

or Amend 

Section 

Description 

149 PUB 700558 (New) Establishes environmental bill of rights. 

150 PUB 700262 (New) Prohibits the constitution from impairing or prohibiting the use of alternative 

sources of energy and fuels. Permits the state, counties, and municipalities to 

require that public buildings use forms of alternative energy.  

151 PUB 700324 (New) Establishes an unrestricted right to use, and a right to ingress and egress from, 

a public beach.  

152 PUB 700325 (New) Establishes the right to hunt, fish, and harvest wildlife, subject to conservation 

law and regulations. Provides that hunting and fishing are the preferred 

methods of managing and controlling wildlife. 

153 PUB 700069 (New) Establishes the right to fish, hunt, trap, and take game subject to reasonable 

restrictions prescribed by law. 

Miscellaneous  

154 PUB 800513 (New) Establishes parental rights. 

155 PUB 700593 (New) Establishes grandparent visitation rights. 

156 PUB 700442 (New) Establishes grandparent visitation rights if the parent is deceased and visitation 

is in the best interests of the child. 

157 PUB 700126 (New) Requires all branches of government to minimize the use of government power 

and action. Creates a presumption against governmental action to address 

societal problems. 

158 PUB 800806 (New) Prohibits the suspension of a driver’s license for failure to pay fines, fees, and 

courts costs unless person has the present ability to pay and has refused. 

159 PUB 700498 (New) Prohibits the suspension of a driver’s licenses for failure to pay fines, fees, and 

courts costs unless person has the present ability to pay and has refused. 

160 PUB 700065 (New) Provides the legal definition of an adult. 

161 PUB 700066 (New) Provides the legal definition of a minor. 

162 PUB 700215 (New) Establishes power to revise or amend statutes by citizen initiative. 

163 PUB 700241 (New) Requires preservation of Florida artifacts, including records, buildings, and 

personal property. 
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# Public Proposal Number 

Repeal, Create, 

or Amend 

Section 

Description 

164 PUB 700252 (New) Establishes right of electors to recall the Governor, the Cabinet, and the 

Legislature. Specifies procedures for recall process. 

165 PUB 700335 (New) Provides that the people refuse to comply with federal mandates. 

166 PUB 700339 (New) Authorizes Destination Casino Resorts in any county where approved by 

referendum. 

167 PUB 700068 (New) Prohibits any armed person, police force, detective agency, or armed body from 

being brought into the state to suppress domestic violence. Provides exception. 

168 PUB 700013 (New) Prohibits wage differentiation on account of gender, religion, race, national 

origin, or physical disability. 

169 PUB 700182 (New) Repeals Article I. 
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ARTICLE I 

THE DECLARATION OF RIGHTS 

TECHNICAL REVISIONS FOR COMMITTEE CONSIDERATION 
 

SECTION 8. Right to bear arms.— 

(a) The right of the people to keep and bear arms in defense of themselves and of the lawful 

authority of the state shall not be infringed, except that the manner of bearing arms may be 

regulated by law. 

(b) There shall be a mandatory period of three days, excluding weekends and legal holidays, 

between the purchase and delivery at retail of any handgun. The mandatory 3-day waiting period 

shall not apply to the trade in of another handgun or to holders of a concealed weapon permit as 

prescribed in Florida law.  

(1) For the purposes of this subsection section, “purchase” means the transfer of money or other 

valuable consideration to the retailer, and “handgun” means a firearm capable of being carried and 

used by one hand, such as a pistol or revolver. Holders of a concealed weapon permit as prescribed 

in Florida law shall not be subject to the provisions of this paragraph. 

(2) (c) The legislature shall enact legislation implementing subsection (b) of this section, 

effective no later than December 31, 1991, which shall provide that anyone violating the provisions 

of subsection (b) shall be guilty of a felony. 

(d) This restriction shall not apply to a trade in of another handgun.  

Section 8 Revision Note: Combines all provisions relating to the mandatory 3-day waiting period 

for handgun purchases into one subsection – subsection (b). 

------ 

SECTION 14. Pretrial release and detention.—Unless charged with a capital offense or an 

offense punishable by life imprisonment and the proof of guilt is evident or the presumption is 

great, Every person charged with a crime or violation of municipal or county ordinance shall be 

entitled to pretrial release on reasonable conditions except persons charged with a capital offense 

or an offense punishable by life imprisonment and the proof of guilt is evident or the presumption 

is great. If no conditions of release can reasonably protect the community from risk of physical 

harm to persons, assure the presence of the accused at trial, or assure the integrity of the judicial 

process, the accused may be detained. 

Section 14 Revision Note: Stylistic and grammatical changes to clarify provisions regarding 

pretrial release and detention. 
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------ 

SECTION 15. Prosecution for crime; offenses committed by children.— 

(a) No person shall be tried for capital crime without presentment or indictment by a grand jury, 

or for other felony without such presentment or indictment or an information under oath filed by 

the prosecuting officer of the court, except persons on active duty in the militia when tried by 

courts martial. 

(b) When authorized by law, a child as therein defined may be charged with a violation of law 

as an act of delinquency instead of crime and tried without a jury or other requirements applicable 

to criminal cases. A child found delinquent shall be disciplined as provided by law. Any child 

charged with a violation of law as an act of delinquency, so charged shall, upon demand made as 

provided by law before a trial in a juvenile proceeding, be tried in an appropriate court as an adult. 

A child found delinquent shall be disciplined as provided by law. 

Section 15 Revision Note: Stylistic and grammatical changes to clarify provisions regarding 

juvenile justice system. 

------ 

SECTION 17. Excessive punishments; death penalty.— 

(a) Excessive fines, cruel and unusual punishment, attainder, forfeiture of estate, indefinite 

imprisonment, and unreasonable detention of witnesses are forbidden. The death penalty is an 

authorized punishment for capital crimes designated by the legislature. The prohibition against 

cruel or unusual punishment, and the prohibition against cruel and unusual punishment, shall be 

construed in conformity with decisions of the United States Supreme Court which interpret the 

prohibition against cruel and unusual punishment provided in the Eighth Amendment to the United 

States Constitution.  

(b) The death penalty is an authorized punishment for capital crimes designated by the 

legislature. Any method of execution shall be allowed, unless prohibited by the United States 

Constitution. Methods of execution may be designated by the legislature, and a change in any 

method of execution may be applied retroactively. A sentence of death shall not be reduced on the 

basis that a method of execution is invalid. In any case in which an execution method is declared 

invalid, the death sentence shall remain in force until the sentence can be lawfully executed by any 

valid method. This section shall apply retroactively. 

Section 17 Revision Note: Revises catchline of the section to include the death penalty. Places 

death penalty provisions in separate subsection. 

------ 
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SECTION 23. Right of privacy.— 

(a) Every natural person has the right to be let alone and free from governmental intrusion into 

the person’s private life except as otherwise provided herein. This section shall not be construed 

to limit the public’s right of access to public records and meetings as provided by law. 

(b) Notwithstanding a minor’s right of privacy provided in subsection (a), the Legislature is 

authorized to require by general law for notification to a parent or guardian of a minor before the 

termination of the minor’s pregnancy. The Legislature shall provide exceptions to such 

requirement for notification and shall create a process for judicial waiver of the notification. The 

Legislature shall not limit or deny the privacy right guaranteed to a minor under the United States 

Constitution as interpreted by the United States Supreme Court. 

Section 23 Revision Note: Transfers Article X, § 22 to Article I, § 23 to combine constitutional 

privacy provisions.  

------ 

SECTION 25. Taxpayers’ Bill of Rights.—By general law the legislature shall prescribe and 

adopt a Taxpayers’ Bill of Rights that, in clear and concise language, sets forth taxpayers’ rights 

and responsibilities and government’s responsibilities to deal fairly with taxpayers under the laws 

of this state. This section shall be effective July 1, 1993. 

Section 25 Revision Note: Removes effective date from the text of the constitution. 

------ 

SECTION 26. Claimant’s right to fair compensation.— 

(a) Article I, Section 26 is created to read “Claimant’s right to fair compensation.” In any medical 

liability claim involving a contingency fee, the claimant is entitled to receive no less than 70% of 

the first $250,000.00 in all damages received by the claimant, exclusive of reasonable and 

customary costs, whether received by judgment, settlement, or otherwise, and regardless of the 

number of defendants. The claimant is entitled to 90% of all damages in excess of $250,000.00, 

exclusive of reasonable and customary costs and regardless of the number of defendants. This 

provision is self-executing and does not require implementing legislation. 

(b) This Amendment shall take effect on the day following approval by the voters. 

Section 26 Revision Note: Removes duplicative title language and the effective date from the 

text of the constitution. 

------ 

SECTION 27. Marriage defined.—Inasmuch as marriage is the legal union of only one man and 

one woman as husband and wife, no other legal union that is treated as marriage or the substantial 

equivalent thereof shall be valid or recognized. 

Section 27 Revision Note: Invalidated by Obergefell v. Hodges, 135 S. Ct. 2584 (2015) 
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