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Resolution of the Taxation and Budget Reform Commission

A resolution proposing amendments tc Sections 3, 4, and ©
and the creation of Section 19 of Article VII and the
creation of Section 27 of Article XI1 of the State
Censtitution, To provide an exemption for tangible
personal property, to provide an exemption for
nonhomestead improved residential property, to provide an
additional homestead exemption, to limif annual assessment
increases for nonhomestead real property, to provide for
an increase in the sales tax rate, and to provide an

effective date if such amendments are adopted.
Be It Resclved by the Legislature of the State of Florida:
That the following amendments to Sections 3, 4, and & and

the creation of Section 19 of Article VII and the creation of

Section 27 of Article XIT of the State Constitution are agreed

to and shall be submitted to the electors of this state for

approval or rejection at the next general electicn or at an
earlier special election specifically authorized by law for that
purpocse: '
ARTICLE VIT
FINANCE AND TAXATION
SECTICN 3. Taxes; exemptions.--
(a) ALl property owned by a municipality and used

- exclusively by it for municipal or public purposes shall be

exempt from taxation. A municipality, owning property outside
the municipality, may be required by general law to make payment

To the taxing unit in which the property is located. Such
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portions of property as are used predominantly for educational,
literary, scientific, religious or charitable purposes may be
exempted by general law from taxation.

(b) There shall be exempt from taxation, cumulati#ely, to
every head of a family residing in this state, household goods
and personal effects to the value fixed by general law, not less
than one thousand dollars, and tc every widow or widower or
person who is blind or totally and permanenﬁly disabled,
property to the value fixed by general law not less than five
hundred dollars. |

(c) Any county or municipality may, for the purpose of its

respective tax levy and subject to the provisions of this

subsection and general law, grant community and economic
develcpment ad valorem tax exemptions to new businesses and
expansions of existing businesses, as defined by general law.
Such an exemption may be granted only by ordinance of the county
or municipality, and only after the electors of the county or
municipality voting on such question in a referendum authorize
the county or municipality teo adopt such ordinances. An
exemption so granted shall apply to improvements to real
property made by or for the use of a new business and
improvements te real property related to the expansion of an
existing business and shall alsc apply to tangible personal
property of such new business and tangible personal property
related to the expansion of an existing business. The amount or
iimits of the amount of such exemptiéﬁ shall be specifiedrby
general law. The period of time for which such exemption may be
granted toc a new business or.expansion of an existing business

shall be determined by general law. The authority to grant such
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exemption shall expire ten years from thé date of approval by
the electors of the county or municipality, and may be renewable
by referendum as provided by general law.

{(d} By general law and subject to conditions specified
therein, there may be granted an ad valorem tax exemption to a
renewable energy source device and to real property on which
such device is installed and cperated, tc the value fixed by
general law not to exceed the original cost of the device, and
for the period of time fixed by general law not to exceed ten
years. . '

(e) Any county or municipality may, for the purpose of its
respective tax levy and subject to the provisions of this

subsection and general law, grant historic preservation ad

" valorem tax exemptions to owners of historic properties. This

exemption may be granted only by ordinance of the county or
municipality. The amount or limits of the amcunt of this
exemption and the reguirements for eligible properties must be
specified by general law. The period of time for which this
exemption may be granted to a property owner shall be determined
by general law.

(f} By general law and subject to conditions specified

therein, twenty-five thousand dollars of the assessed value of

preoperty subject to tangible personal property tax shall be

exempt from ad valorem taxation.

(g) By general law and subject to conditions specified

therein, improved residential real property, the owner of which

is not receiving the exemption set forth in Section 6, shall be

entitled to an exemption for 2009 equal to twenty-five percent

(25%) of the just wvalue of such property. For 2010 and

Page 30f 12

Prop Tax Amd Lacasa

CODING: Words siricken are deletions; words underlined are additions. :
9:51 a.m. 12/11/07



FLORIDA T B R C

CP0021 - 07-08

88| thereafter, the exemption shall egual to fifty percent (50%) of

89! the just value of the property. However, in any year, the

90! property shall receive only the exemption provided in this

91| subsection or the application of the cumulative assessment

52 limitation calculated pursuant to subsection {(f) of Sectiocn 4,

83| whichever provides the lowest taxable valus.

94 SECTICON 4. Taxation; assessments.--By general law

95| regulations shall be prescribed which shall secure a just

96| valuation of all property for ad valorem taxation, provided:

97 {a) Agricultural land, land producing high water recharge
98| to Flerida's agquifers, or land used exclusively for

99t noncommercial recreaticnal purposes may be classified by gensral
100 law and assessed solely on the basis of character or use.
101 (b} Pursuant to general law tangible personal propertiy
102 held for sale as stock in trade and livestock may be valued for
1C3| taxation at a spécified percentage of its value, may be
104| classified for tax purposes, or may be exempted from taxation.
105. (cy All perscns entitled to a homestead exemption under
106 BSection 6 of this Article shall have their homestead assessed at
107{ Jjust value as of January. I of the year following the effective
108| date of this amendment. This assessment shall change only as
109| provided herein,.
110 (1) Assessments subject to this provision shall be changed
111 annually on January 1st of each year; but those changes in

112| assessments shall not exceed the lower of the following:

113 a. Three percent (3%) of The assessment for the prioxr
114} vyear.
115 Ib. The percent change in the Consumer Price Tndex for all

116, urban consumers, U.s. City Average, all items 1967=100; or
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117 successor reports for the preceding calendar year as initially
118} repocrted by the United States Department of Labor, Bureau of

119 Labkor Statistiés.

120 {(2) No assessment shall exceed just value.

121 | (3) After any change of owneréhip, as provided by general

122, law, homestead property shall be assessed at just value as of

123 January 1 of the following year. Thereafter, the homestead shall

124 be assessed as provided herein.

125 (4} New homestead property shall be assessed at just value

126f as of Januéry 13t of the year following the establishment of the

127 hcmestead. That assessment shall only change as proevided herein.

128 (5) Changes, additions,_reductions, or improvements to

129 homestead property shall be assessed as provided for by general

130| law; provided, however, after the adjustment for any change,

131} addition, reduction, or improvement, the property shall be

132 assessed as provided herein.

133 (6) In the event of a termination of homestead status, the

134 propefty shall be assessed as provided by general law.

135 {7}y The proﬁisions of this amendment are severable. If any

136| of the provisions of this amendment shall be held

137} unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, the

138, decision of such court shall not affect or impair any remaining

139 provisions of this amendment.

140 (d) - The legislature may, by general law, for assessment

141 purposes and subject to the provisions of this subsection, allow

1427 counties and munidipalities to authorize by ordinance that

143| historic property may be assessed solely on the basis of

144 character or use. Such character or use assessment shall apply

145] only to the jurisdiction adepting the ordinance. The
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146, requirements for eligible properties must be specified by

147 general law.

1483 (e) A county may, in the manner prescribed by general law,
149 providé for a reduction in the assessed value of homestead

150 property to the extent of any increase in the assessed wvalue of
151| that property which results from the construction or

152! reconstructicn of the property for the purpose of providing

153} 1living guarters for one or more natural or adoptive grandparents
154 or parents of the owner of the property or cof the owner's spouse
1551 if at least one of the grandparents or parents for whom the

156 1living gquarters are provided 1s 62 years of age or older. Such a
157| reduction may not exceed tThe lesser of the following:

158 (1) The increase in assessed value resuliting from

159, construction or reconstruction of the property.

160 (2) Twenty percent of the tofal assessed value 0f the

161} property as improved.

162 {(f) Assessments of real property that are not subject to

163 the assessment limitations set forth in subsections (a) and(c)

164| shall change cnly as provided in this subsection.

165 (1) Assessments subject to this subsection shall be

166] changed annually on the date of assessment provided by law; but

167 those changes in assessments shall not exceed five percent (5%)

168 of the assessment for the prior vyear.

169 {2) No assessment shall exceed jusi wvalue.

170C {3) Property shall be assessed at Just value as of the

171} next assessment date after a qualifying improvement, as defined

172} by general law, is made tTo such property or after a chahge in

173| ownership or control, as defined by general law, including any

174 change of cownership of the legal entity that owns the property.
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175 The legislature may provide for specified classes of property to

176] be assessed at just value conly after a change in ownership of

177 such property or oﬁly after a qualifying improvement is made to

178! such property. Thereafter, such property shall be assessed as

179] provided in this subsection.

180 (4) Changes, additions, reductions, or improvements to

181 such property shall be assessed as provided for by general law;

182! however, after the adjustment for any change, addition,

183, reduction, or improvement, the property shall be assessed as

184| provided in this subsection.

185 SECTICN 6. Homestead exemptions.--

1886 {a) Every person who has the legal or equitable title to
187; real estate and maintains thereon the permanent residence of the
188 owner, or another legally or naturally dependént upon the owner,
189| shall be exempt from taxation thereon, except assessments for

190| special benefits, up tc the assessed valuation of twenty-five

181 <£3we thousand dollars, upon establishment of right thereto in
122| the manner prescribed by law. The real estate may be held by
193] 1legal or equitable title, by the entireties, jointly, in common,
194 as a condominium, or indirectly by stock ownership or membership
195| representing the owner's or member's proprietary interest in a
196 corporation owning a fee or a leasehcld initially in excess of
197 ninety-eight years.

198 {b) Not more than one exemption shall be allcowed any

199] individual or family unit or with respect to any residential
2007 unit. No exemption shall excéed the value of the real estate
201| assessable to the owner or, in case of cwnership through stock

202| or membership in a corporation, the value of the proportion
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which the interest in the corporation bears to the assessed
value of the property.
(c)

therein,

By general law and subject to conditions specified

each person who is entitled to receive the homestead

exemption provided in subsection {(a) is alsc entitled to an

additiocnal homestead exemption for 2009 in an amount equal to

twenty-five percent (25%) of the just value of the homestead;

and for 2010 and each year thereafter, in an amount egual to

fifty percent (50%) of the just value of the homestead. The

additicnal exemption shall apply only after the first fifty

thousand dollars of just value of the homestead property.

However, in any year, such person shall receive only the

exemption provided in this subsection or the application of the

cumulative assessment limitation calculated pursuant to

{c)

taxable value. The exemption shall not apply with respect to any

subsection of Secticon 4, whichever provides the lowest

asseéssment roll until such roll is first determined to be in

compliance with the provisions of section 4 by a state agency

designated by general law. This exemption is repealed on the

effective date of any future amendment to this constitution

which provides for the assessment of homestead property at less

than 'ust Val IS +h LP PN S S NP e N BN oy o P B o o~ o] £

j u e [ o1 g e i e g g s = T e e I B Mt = e o R SR S S & R T
B =i I T + at el AT ] o am o £ = e o g tr= g PaNE SN N EEYLNE
e Ty T+ L 3 v e L B 1\ e e e e e & Sy Yottt | S N i R I N o
oyt o B Ly e £3 o~ 3 ISy 1 z BT e Tt o N | F oy mom sl el Pt o
o T T Ea i (AT TR AT Y AT I e e T R Dy —Yoitorror—=aw oS Uo 0T
oy v Ala b g oa e ey el b s g oy + Szereym s g g g T ] Ao oy m

coO— o ot e Ot o T T O e T O Ty Tt £ L1 S e i i B e ey o e W i 3

daxrg FoI. N X 2 = N N ot I K. £ Eo o Pt . e A sepreneneld e b ey

TV oo Iy ot e oot e O oo aTr e o T XTI ng—eehh

E RSP B P R + g oroemel gpem T g ot EE N ot 1 E
crrott oG O T 5—0 T —C 1t L R e Ay s el g w1 R S 5.4 S S WL g P e e o g e S i e 5
PR TN g Attt admad o e ISR RS ok I 1 ESE B SIS B I N N B L Ve e W P N = M T
wWirc T o ot oo oo gt STy T [ SR mar S v N oy 5 g mp L3 U Gy o i 13 g e S e

Prop Tax Amd Lacasa
CODING: Words stricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

8:51 am. 12111/07




T B R C

D A

FL OR

07-08

CP0021

3 w b 9] o ©
b ] o o] )] w T Ne
Do 4 - (0] 2 - o =
I I 1) I Yy -~ 4 2@ 0 o
Mmoo« -l & ] - H & o (o N L
Ko U T -H P - [(JIe 3 w3 c O
i L0 A W 0¥ D 8] I O X - 0O o <
) 44 | Dt v D b 0, 0} o © Do W g o~ QL >
- U P H $i 8y VNG H i} o @~ + B e n o
1 Y w o no o4 o g z C - o @ o
“TV._ Moo o H 4 D P 1 1] > - @] v > B [0} O Q
5 Do o~ AHouH o 4 € 9] O — =3 IS T o =
M) o Y 1] D i) B H o o T — ~ K [ TS )
1] N P P DI 1 R ()] 2 18 o o o In ) R n [0}
b jip] LT 1] [ip] s =z Q U o o QO ()] n T
Kb w P v ¢ el 47 — .G ~ O o = O O
N NIER v N A s T B e & - 4 - e e = O oo =000
AL P m M 4Pt § —H i T wn g on o+ o 4 2 = D
4P ¢ @0 h 0 i 1y D a ] o — @ w e i T o b
N (1M i} 53] H H D A3 €, O 0] o - ey IS o v o [0]
q D Q ¢ 4 h b |G I 0] ~ @ O O 4 o
b Wb A b 4 @ b & 1) kY a [} 1] r [ [0} [ 1/ I
(VI T U N P & R O 0 H O L © N SR = O
P o] Y4y - D H “ [0} 0] Q o X O & 0} a
O . W DI B -H P o~ o < © © =
—H i Y b B iy 5] (] ER) O ~ O 4 U4 — (O TR )|
H [V I o -H q Wy Ky { o P O] © o ’ o P @ H 0]
-rH o D 4y = ] D H O LS o U4 Q o | 8]
P i I - D ub h t - D W RO T S <SR S~ B S o
o © R | I R B R O] > L TN 0 o — P
(T R )] N I i fisd i b B A (B . O o I b ~
Ao - W 3 «H th b ) B ) = ~ 0 A o] Q o - =
BE (o] £ h M i) AL O -~ M e @ U B @] w o
D 1| EE1 ' E - e D h T 4 B A A @ o -d R e —
oo o} it 4 4 op & -H Yl O [O PR (b S ¢ g5 Y = o . O
ORI TR ) d > <5 - © S 5 0o g o 0 o A
0 H w & i~ H A B 3 > O T ] [O TN S [0} o g v} o}
- . M n 0 =1 4 B V| W M (ST I = o
g H o oA g . ¢ H  m 5 M @© 50 0 T O
tH £ o & o o 0 E L@ e TR S R ) o w o g
o B b D4l B I i) w (0] O © 2 O P o o QO
o o4 on h eH i — & T g o Hoog oz oA H D
¥ (oS VI ( o o O N oW o 5o Q© no i w @
D D th Qo W o —H N oM 4 >™ o+ O 0 e L
-H uh fan @ 4 -f i B o ~ 0 O O WY 4w T 0 o P QO
L -+ D op P HH P T = N 0 w 0 -+ ©
A @._ D C q i 3 € [} T [ 4} 4 o T ~ ) Q M iy o)
A £ 0 WM th s i nooAg {7 T & B IS« R = I /) DA ¢}
| PR th ¢ T o LI ! R OB ) DR S o oo
4 € 4} ~H -H o €O e = () B & o TR /) B G BT B v W () L0 TR
- b3 D 4 o th — 1 m 4 <4 © -4 H &2 O E ™ o Y
P & q LA (o b 4y 1] —~ - ] O a ] C 0]
T S | U A O B Kol W D o ¢ g O — w < © N
€ Ky 1y [} ] D = M [} v} 1] 0] =
M H & D o P Uy ' + jn S o T [O TS [}
> @ (RS L) € [l + w - o (o o T L
g ~ a8 | ~ D 4 h ¢~ -« o ¢ ~ U @ o e
€ - b b W W 1] (] D T 2 [(}] . @ - O ] n M -
= bl x i D b if] € O T Ve B o w o~ g 0 -H & ] QL
A b @ ¢ DB ol - B QO O @ g 3 0 2 0w W B
i} & ~H AR O PR P () - b 4 B A 3 g 4 4 A 4 © O
th H o b o % iy 0] H O e > T 4 © o QO
- oo Db - b ) D L H M S 0 0 8 4 © T O O E O
§o] NI R P x % 4 = om P o, Iy R ® TR B 1 O ~ @® T 4 © -A
N ) = 0 0 O N M s 8 O H N M = W W o~ @ o
ST 02 T o TR o A T o T o 0 HRE 6 TN o 0 RN o N~ IR~ T L~ R e (R T T T R s B s B T Dt s R L R Te 0 B Ry
NN NN NN N NN NN N ey NN N NN N NN N N N o NN

Page 9 of 12

Prop Tax Amd Lacasa

CODING: Words siricken are deletions; words underlined are additions.

9:51am. 1211/07 .



F L ORI DA T B R C

CPO021 | | 07-08

260! thousand dollars. The general law must allow counties and

261 municipalities to grant this additional exemption, within the
262! limits prescribed in this subsection, by ordinance adopted in
263| the manner prescribed by general law, and must provide for the
2604| periodic adjustment of the income limitation prescribed in this
26b] subsection for changes in the cost of living.

2606 (f)+e+ Each veteran who is age 65 cr older who is

267 partially or totally permanently disabled shall receive a

268| discount from the amount.of the ad valorem tax ctherwise owed on
269; homestead property the veteran owns and resides in if the

270 disability was combat related, the veteran was a resident of

271| this state at the time of entering the military service of the
272} United States, and the veteran was honorably discharged upon

273] separaticn from military service. The discount shall be in a

274| percentage egual to the percentage cof the veteran's permanent,
275} service-connected disability as determined by the United States
276| Department of Veterans Affairs. To qualify for the discount

277 granted by this'subsection, an applicant must submit to the

278| county property appraiser, by March 1, proocf of residency at the
279| time of entering military service, an official letter from the
280| United States Department of Veterans Affairs stating the

281! percentage of the veteran}s service~connected disability and

282 such evidence that reasonably identifies the disability as

283| combat related, and a copy of the veteran's honorable discharge.
284 If the property appraiser denies the request for a discount, the
285 appraiser must notify the applicant in writing of the reasons
286 for the denial, and the veteran may reapply. The Legislature

287| may, by general law, waive the annual application requirement in

288| subsequent years. This subsection shall take effect December 7,
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289 2006, is seif—ekecuting, and does not require implementing
230] legislation.

291 SECTION 19. Temporary sales and use tax increase.--—

262 (2) Beginning July 1, 2009, and terminating at midnight,

293 June 30, 2012, the tax imposed con any Lransaction or use

294 currently or hereafter subject to taxation pursuant to the

295 provisions of chapter 212, Florida Statutes, is increased by

296 adding one percentage.point to the tax rate. Exemptions from

257 such tax adopted by general law shall apply to the tax increase

298 impcsed by this section.

299 (b} The proceseds of the fTax increase imposed by this

300 section shall be set aside for distribution to scheol districts

3017 and used to replace the annual loss of property tax revenues to

302 school districts resulting from the amendments to Sections 3, 4,

303 and & of Article VII of this constituticen contained herein. Tax

304 revenues collecited in excess 0of those needed to replace the loss

305 to school disctricts shall be distributed to other local

306| governments as provided by general law.

307 ARTTICLE XT1%
308 ' SCHEDULE
309 SECTION 27. Préperty fax exempticns, property assessment

310 increage limitation, and temporary sales tax increase.--The

311| amendments to Sections 3, 4, and 6 and the creation of Section

312 19 of Article VIT providing an exemption for tangible personal

313| property, providing an exemption for nonhomestead residential

314| " property, providing an additional homestead exemption, providing

315 a limitation on assessment increases for nonhomestead real

316| properties, providing a temporary sales tax increase, and this

317 section, if submitted to the electors of this state for approval
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318 or rejection at the general election held in November of 2008,

319 shall take effect January 1, 2009.

320 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the following statement be
321| placed on the ballot: '

322 CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

323 ARTICLE VIT, SECTIONS 3,4,6, AND 19

324 ARTICLE XI, SECTION 27

325 PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTIONS; NONHOMESTEAD PROPERTY ASSESSMENT

326 INCREASE LIMITATION; TEMPORARY SALES TAX INCREASE.--This

3277 revision propcses changes to the State Constituticon to provide
328 an exemption for tangible perscnal property, provide an

329| exemption for nonhomestead improved residential property equal
330 Lo a percentage of the property’s just wvalue, provide an

331 additional homestead exemption egual to a percentage.of the

332 homestead's just value above $50,000, limit annual increases in
333| assessments of real property that is not homestead property, and

334 provide for a temporary increase in the state sales and use tax.
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