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CONTINENTAL SHELF BOUNDARY. TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO-VENEZUELA 

The Government o f  the United Kingdan o f  Great B r i t a i n  and Northern I re land and the Government 
of the United States o f  Venezuela signed an Agreement on February 26, 1942, r e l a t l n g  t o  the 
d i v i s i o n  o f  the submarine areas o f  the Gulf  of Par ia .  Ra t i f i ca t i ons  were exchanged and the 
Agreement tame I n t o  force on September 22, 1942. 

o f  Trinidad. The maximum depth i s  150 fathoms i n  the Boca Grand@, which i s  the northern entrance 
i n t o  the Gulf  o f  Paria. This depth i$ outside the area del imited by the Agreement d i v id ing  the 
Gulf of Parfa. 

concerning the d l v l s i o n  o f  the cont inental  shel f .  Since the establishment o f  the Agreement, the 
then B r i t i s h  colony o f  Tr in idad and Tobago has became the independent country of Tr in idad and 
Tobago. t h e  new country acceded t o  the provis ions o f  the Agreement. Both Tr in idad and Tobago and 
Venezuela are par t i es  t o  the Geneva Convention on the Continental Shelf. 

The Gulf o f  Paria i s  a shallow i n l e t  o f  the A t l a n t i c  Ocean between Venezuela and the i s land  

I n  the middle o f  the Gulf  the depths average from 10 t o  20 fathoms. 

This Agreement r e l a t i n g  t o  the Gul f  o f  Paria was the  f i r s t  in ternat ional  accord reached 

The Agreement se t  f o r t h  the fo l lowing pr inc ip les:  

Article 1 

In t h i s  Treaty the term "submarine areas o f  the Gulf  o f  Paria'' denotes the sea-bed 
and sub-soil outslde o f  the t e r r i t o r i a l  waters o f  the High Contracting Part ies t o  one 
or the other side o f  the l l n e s  A-0, 0-Y and Y-X. 

A r t i d l e  2 

(1) His Wajesty the King declares t h a t  he f o r  h i s  p a r t  w i l l  not assert  any c l a l m  
t o  sovereignty or contro l  over those par ts  o f  the submarlne areas o f  the Gulf o f  Psr la 
which l i e  westerly o f  the l i n e  A-B or southerly o f  the l i n e s  B-Y and Y-X respect ively 
descrlbed i n  A r t i c l e  3 of the present t r e a t y  and t h a t  he w i l l  recognize any r i g h t s  
o f  sovereignty or contro l  which have been or may hereafter be l a w f u l l y  acquired by 
the United States o f  Vtnezuela over the sa id par ts  o f  the wb!narlne areas o f  the Gulf 
of Par ia .  

(2)  The President o f  the United States of Venezuela declares that he for hi5 
p a r t  w i l l  not  assert  any c la im t o  sovereignty or control over those par ts  o f  the 
sulnnarine areas of the Gulf of Par ia whlch l i e  easter ly  o f  the l i n e  A-B o r  nor ther ly  
of the l l n e s  8-Y and Y-X respectively. described i n  A r t i c l e  3 o f  the present Treaty 
and t h a t  he w l l l  recognize any r i g h t s  o f  sovereignty o r  cont ro l  which have bCQn or 
may hereafter be l a w f u l l y  acquired by His Majesty the King over the sa id par ts  of the sub- 
marine areas o f  the Gul f  o f  P a r i a .  

Article 3 

The l i n e s  A-0, E-Y and u - X  mentioned i n  the preceding A r t i c l e  are drawn bn the 
annexed map and are defined as follows: 

k ine A-B runs from Point  A, which i s  the in tersect ion o f  the central  rnerldian o f  
the Is land o f  Patos w i th  the Southern l i m i t  o f  the t e r r i t o r i a l  waters o f  the oafd Island, 
the approximate coordinates o f  which are: Lat i tude 10' 35' 04" N, Longftude 61' 51' 53" W .  
From there the l i n e  runs s t r a i g h t  t o  Point  €4 which i s  s i tuated a t  the l i m i t  o f  the 
t e r r i t o r i a l  waters o f  Venezuela a t  the p o i n t  o f  t h e i r  in tersect ion w i th  the meridlsn 
62' 05' 08" W, the approximate l a t i t u d e  o f  which i s  10" 02' 24" N. 

o f  the t e r r i t o r f a l  waters o f  Venezuela t o  Point Y, whew the  said l i m i t s  i n te rsec t  the 
p a r a l l e l  o f  9" 57' 30" N, the approximate longitude o f  which i s  61" 56' 40" M. 

Llne Y-X runs frm Point Y, already established, and fol lows the safd p a r a l l e l  o f  
9" 57 '  30" N. t o  Polnt  X, s i tuated OR the meridian o f  61' 30' 00" W. 

L ine B-Y runs from Point  B, already established, and fol lows the l i m i t s  
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The Longitude o f  the centra l  meridian o f  the Is land o f  Patos t o  which t h i s  A r t i c l e  
refers sha l l  be detennined by taking the mathematical hal f  o f  the most eastern and the 
most western longitudes o f  the sa id Is land. 

Should the s t r a i g h t  l i n e s  A-B o r  Y-X described i n  t h i s  A r t i c l e  i n te rsec t  i n  t h e i r  
course the outside l i m i t  o f  the t e r r i t o r i a l  waters of e i t h e r  of the two High Contracting 
Parties, the d i v id ing  l i n e  sha l l  f o l l ow  along the sa id l i m i t  u n t i l  i t  reaches agafn the 
i n te rsec t i ng  s t r a i g h t  l i n e  i n  confomi ty  w i th  the s t i pu la t i ons  i n  A r t i c l e  1 and 5 o f  
t h i s  Treaty, which exclude the bed o f  the sea and the subsoil o f  t e r r i t o r i a l  waters. 

The coordinates o f  points A. B and Y which are here gfven approximately sha l l  be 
determined w i th  exactness by the Comnlssion provided for i n  A r t i c l e  4 o f  t h i s  Treaty. 

I 

Article 4 

(1 1 The High Contracting Part ies shal l ,  as soon as pract icable a f t e r  the coming 
i n t o  force of t h i s  Treaty, appoint a mixed Camnfssion t o  take a l l  necessary steps 
t o  demarcate the lines A-B, 8-Y and Y-X by means o f  buoys o r  other v i s i b l e  methods on 
the surface o f  the sea o r  on the land as the case may be. Any buoys o r  other means 
employed shal l ,  however, confonn i n  a l l  respects t o  the provis ions o f  A r t i c l e  6 o f  th is  
Treaty 

(2)  The manner in which t h i s  mixed Conmission shal l  be const i tu ted and the 
Inst ruct ions t o  which i t  shal l  be subject f o r  the f u l f i l m e n t  o f  i t s  dut ies shal l  be 
l a i d  down i n  a special protocol o r  by an exchange o f  notes. 

Article 5 

This Treaty re fe rs  so le l y  t o  the submarine areas o f  the Gulf  o f  Paria, and nothing 
herein sha l l  be held t o  a f f e c t  i n  any way the status o f  the islands, i s l e t s  o r  rocks 
above the surface o f  the sea together w i th  the t e r r i t o r i a l  waters thereof. 

Article 6 

Nothing i n  t h i s  Treaty sha l l  be held t o  a f fec t  in any uay the status o f  the waters 
o f  the Gul f  o f  Par ia o r  any r l g h t s  o f  passage o r  navigat ion on the surface o f  the 
seas outside the t e r r i t o r j a l  waters o f  the Contracting Parties. 
or navigat lon sha l l  not be closed o r  be impeded by any works o r  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  which 
may be erected, which shal l  be o f  such a nature and sha l l  be 40 constructed, placed, 
marked, buoyed and l ighted, as no t  t o  const i tu te  a danger or obstruet lon t o  shipping. 

I n  p a r t i c u l a r  passage 

Article 7 

Each o f  the High Contracting Part ies sha l l  take a l l  p rac t i ca l  measures t o  prevent 
the exp lo l t a t i on  o f  any submarine areas claimed or occupied by him i n  the Gulf fm 
causing the p o l l u t i o n  o f  the t e r r i t o r i a l  waters o f  the other by o i l ,  mud or any other 
f l u i d  o r  substance l i a b l e  t o  contaminate the navigable waters o r  the foreshore and 
sha l l  concert w i t h  the other t o  make the sa id measures as e f f e c t i v e  as possible. 

Article 8 

Each of the High Contracting Part ies sha l l  cause t o  be inserted i n  any concession 
which may be granted f o r  the exp lo i t a t i on  o f  submarine areas i n  the Gulf o f  Par ia 
s t i pu la t i ons  f o r  securing the e f f e c t i v e  observance o f  the two preceding Ar t ic les,  
Ineludlng a requirement f o r  the use by the concessionaire o f  modern equipment, and shal l  
cause the operation o f  any such concession t o  be supervised i n  order t o  ensure that  the 
provis ions o f  the present Treaty are complied with. 

Artfcle 9 

A l l  d i f ferences between the High Contracting Part ies re la t fng  t o  the i n t e r -  
p re ta t i on  o r  execution o f  t h i s  Treaty sha l l  be s e t t l e d  by such peaceful means as are 
recognized i n  In ternat ional  Caw. 
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Article 10 

The present Treaty shal l  be r a t i f i e d  i n  conformity wi th  the respective taws o f  the 
High Contracting Parties and shal l  come i n t o  force upon the exchange o f  r a t i f i c a t i o n s  which 
shal l  take place I n  London. 

and have a f f i xed  thereto the f r  seals. 

of  February of 1942. 

I n  witness whereof the above named Plenipotentiaries have signed the present Treaty 

Done i n  duplfcate i n  the English and Spanish languages a t  Caracas. the 26th day 

ANALYSIS 

The map accompanying t h i s  study shows two d i f f e r e n t  interpretat ions o f  the continental shelf 
boundary as delimited i n  the 1942 Agrement. The discrepancy i n  the two boundaries may be 
a t t r ibu ted  t o  the dif ference i n  hydrographic charts used i n  de l imi t ing the boundary. 

However, i n  applying the Agreement t o  more recent hydrographic charts, the CSB becomes Line 
1-2-3-4-5-6-7-X. The factor  causing the dif ference i n  the two CSE's i s  the use o f  the 
Venezuelan three-mile t e r r i t o r i a l  sea as a segment i n  the boundary. 

Based on U.S. Navy Hydrographic Chart No. 5587 (3 rd  Ed.), 1964, the fol lowing carments can 
be made on locational changes on the or ig ina l  Agreement Hap. 

PoSnt A o f  the or ig lna l  CSB was t o  be located a t  "the in tersect ion o f  the central Rl r t id i rn  
o f  the Island o f  Patos wi th  the Southern l i m i t  o f  the t e r r i t o r i a l  waters o f  said island." 
The point  f i t t i n g  t h i s  locational descript ion i s  not Polnt A, but ra ther  It i s  Point 1. 

The Agreement stated tha t  Point B should be a t  the " l i m i t  o f  the t e r r i t o r i a l  waters O f  
Venezuela." The correct locat ion o f  t h i s  s i t e  i s  Point 2. 

In the Agreement i t  states t h a t  Line B-Y "fol lows the l i m i t s  o f  the t e r r i t o r i a l  waters 
o f  Venezuela." However, the correct l i n e  i s  2-3-44. Within t h i s  segment o f  the revised CSB, 
there i s  the problem o f  the t e r r i t o r i a l  seas o f  Trinidad and Tobago and Venezuela overlapping, 
i.e., segment 3-4. Segment 6-7 represents another a l te ra t ion  i n  the CSB as a r t s u l t  o f  the 
locat ion of the Venezuelan t e r r i t o r i a l  sea. 

The Agreement states that, "Should the s t ra igh t  l ines  A-B or Y-X in tersect  i n  t h e i r  
course the outsade l i m i t  o f  the t e r r i t o r i a l  waters o f  e i t h e r  o f  the two countries, the d iv id ing 
l i n e  shal l  fo l low along the said l i m i t  u n t i l  i t  reaches the in tersect ing s t ra igh t  l ine." Thfs 
statement supports the acceptance o f  the revised CSB as del imited by Llne 1-2-3-4-5-6-7-1. 

more accurately r e f l e c t s  the a r t i c l e s  o f  the Agreement then does Line A-B-Y-X. The locational 
dif ference o f  Pofnts A and 1 may be a t t r ibu ted  t o  the dif ference i n  hydrographic charts, and 
t h i s  may also explain the changes i n  the locat ion o f  other CSB points. The s h i f t  o f  the locat ion 
o f  the Venezuelan t e r r i t o r i a l  sea May be the r e s u l t  o f  the gmmorphic changes i n  the Venezuela 
coastl ine, which I n  the v i c i n i t y  o f  the Western Channel and the Serpents Mouth i s  cmposed o f  mud 
f l a t s .  The deposition along the coast i s  apparently heavy and the f luctuat ing oceanic currents 
could a1 t e r  the coastal configuration s ign i f i can t ly  over time. Simply stated, fu r ther  coastal 
deposition extends seaward the po in t  from which the t e r r i t o r i a l  sea i s  measured. 

s ign i f i can t ly  d i f ferent  picture. 

between the four points o f  23.8 nautical miles. The water depth a t  the CSB points ranges frm 
2 t o  22 fathoms. wi th  an average depth o f  12 fathoms a t  the points. 

distance between the e ight  points o f  10.3 nautical m i l e s .  The water depth a t  the CSB points 
ranges frm 3 t o  22 fathoms. 

The Line A-B-Y-X i s  the CSB agreed upon a t  the time the Agreement was signed i n  1942. 

Accordingly, using the c i ted U.S. Hydrographic Chart, the revised CSB. Line 1-2-3-4-5-6-7-X 

The analysis o f  the physical characterist ics o f  the two CSB's does not present a 

The or ig ina l  CSB extends for a distance of 71.5 nautical mi les  wi th  an average distance 

I n  contrast, the revlsed CSB extends f o r  a distance o f  72 nautical miles with an average 
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TABLE I TREATY LIMITS (ORIGINAL) 
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 
AND VENEZUELA CONTINENTAL SHELF BOUNDARY 

T@!FllltnaB DI s tance Depth Venezuela Distance, Land T r in idad  and 
or Turning between T e r r i t o r y  CSB Po in t  Tobago T e r r i t o r y  

Pcfnta Pofnts 
(nau t i ca l  miles) (fathoms) nm. n.m. 

A 22 I s l a  Patos 3.25 

% 10 Mainland 2.50 

v 2 Mainland 2,50 

X 14 Mai n l  and 5.50 

35 25 

9-75 

26.50 

8.25 Chacachacare 

4.50 Pe l ican  Rocks 

5.75 T r i  n l  dad 

6.75 Tr in idad 

TABLE 2. TREATY LIMITS (REVISED) 
PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO- 
VENEZUELA CONTINENTAL SHELF BOUNDARY 

Terminal Distance Depth Venezuela Distance, Land t o  T r in idad  and 
o f  Wrrmang between T e d  tory CSB Point Tobago T e r r i t o r y  

Pol n t s  Po in ts  

(nau t i ca l  m i l es )  (fathoms) n.m. n m 1 

1 21 I s l a  Patos 3 8 Chacachacare 

10 Mainland 3 4.50 Pe 2 

3 18 Mainland 3 3 Pe 

4 22 Mai n l  and 3 3 Pe 

35 

2.25 

2.75 

5.75 
5 3 Mad n l  and 3 5.50 T r  

14.75 
6 20 Mai n l  and 3 

7 14 Ma 1 n l  and 3 

X 14 I Ma i n l  and 5.50 

5 

6.50 

ican Rocks 

i can  Rocks 

Ican  Rocks 

n i  dad 

6.75 Tr in idad 

6.75 Tr in idad 

6.75 Tr in idad 

SUNNARY 

The Trinl’dad and fobago-Venezuela CSB was n o t  de l im i ted  according t o  t h ~  equidistance principle, 
Only a t  two po in ts  o f  t h e  rev fsed CSB i s  the  terminal  o r  tu rn ing  p o i n t  equ id i s tan t  between the  twa 
countr les.  

opera t iona l  CSB. 
rev ised CSB would become the  accepted boundary l i n e :  Also i n  quest ion i s  the over lapping o f  the  
t e r r i t o r i a l  seas of Tr in idad and Tobago and Venezuela between Po in ts  3 and 4 o f  the  rev ised C S B .  

The quest ion remains a5 t o  which i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  the Agreement w i l l  be accepted as an 
If the language of the Agreement has precedence over the map drafted i n  1942, the 




