This paper is one of a series issued by The Geographer, Bureau of Intelligence and Research
of the Department of State. The aim is to set forth the basis for national arrangements for the
measurement of the territorial ses or the division of the continental shelf of maritime nations.

This research document is intended for background use only. This document does not represent
an official acceptance D¥ the United States Government of the Tine or lines represented on the .

chartg or, necessarily, of the special principles involved, if any, in the original drafting of
the Yines, Additional copies of the studies may be requested by mail from The Geographer, Department
of State, Washington, D. C. 20520 or by phone {Telephone 63-22021 or 63-22022). ;
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BAHRATN~-SAUDY ARABIA CONTINENTAL SHELF BOUNDARY

The Govermment of the Stiaykndom of Bahrain and the Government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
signed an Agreement on February 22, 1958, dividing the continental shelf in‘the Persian Gulf between
. the two countries. The two Governments also agreed to share equally in the income from the
exploitation of petroieuwn resources in the Fasht bu Saafa Hexagon, which is located in Saudi Arabian
waters. Ratifications were exchanged on February 26, 1958, and the Agreement then came into force.

Y

Neither country is a party to the Geneva Convention on the Continental Shelf; however, the
two countries have adopted the shelf concept in general proclamations which give no precise
definition to the sheif. The proclamations are:

Banvain: Proclamation of June 5, 1949

Saudi Arabia: (1) Royal Proclamation of May 28, 1949 (revoked and superceded
by Royal Pronouncement No. 33 of February 16, 1958;

{2) Reqgulations for the Ownership of Red $Sea Resources, Royal
Decvee No. M/27 of October 1, 1968.

The Continental Shelf Boundary Agreement between Bahrain and Saudi Arabia set forth the
following principles:

Articie 1.

Y. The boundary 1ine hetween the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and the Government of
Bahratn, on the basis of the median 1ine, begins at Point 1 located at the midpoint of
the Tine connecting the tip of Ras al-Barr at the southernmost extremity of Bahrain,
and Ras Abu Maharah (8) on the coast of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

£, Tne above-mentioned median 1ine then extends from Point 1 to Point 2 located
zt the midpoint of the line connecting Point (A) with the northern tip of the island of
a¥-Zakhnuniyah (C).

3. The Tine then extends from Point 2 to Point 3 located at the midpoint of the
Tine commecting (A} with the tip of Ras Sayyah (D).

4. The line then extends from Point 3 to Point 4 shown on the attached map and
focated at the midpoint of the line connecting Points (E) and (F) shown on the map.

5. The Tine then extends from Point 4 to Point 5 shown on the map and located
at the midpoint of the Tine connecting Points (G) and (H) shown on the map.

6. The Yine then extends from Point 5 to Point 6 shown on the map and located
at the midpoint of the Tine connecting Peints (1) and {J) shown on the map.

7. The Vine then extends from Point 6 to Point 7 located at the midpoint of the
1ine connecting the southwestern tip of the island of Umm al-Na'san (K) with
Ras al-Queayyah (L},

“y

8. The line then extends from Point 7 to Point 8 Tocated on the westernmost tip
of the 1sland of Lubainah ai-Saghirah, leaving this island to the Government of Bahrain,

9. The line then extends from Point 8 to Point 9 located on the easternmost tip
of the island of Lubainah al-Kabirah, Teaving this isiand to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

10, The liae then extends from Peint 9 to Point 10 Jocated at the midpoint of the
1ine connecting the northwestern tip of Khaur Fasht (M)} with the southern tip of the
island of Kaskus {(N).

1. The Tine then extends from Point 10 to Point 11 located at the midpoint of
the Tine connecting Point {0) on the western edge of Fasht al-Jarim with Paint (N)
mentigned in Paragraph 10 above.
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ie. “h0 Vine then ertends from Point 11 to Point 12 located at the intersection
of Latitude 26° 31' 43" M and Longitude 50° 23' 15" E approximately.

3. The Time then sxtends from Point 12 to Point 13 located at the intersection
§

of Latituge Z6° 27" 1HY [ snd Longitude 50% 33' 24% E approximately.

T4, The VYine then o ds Trem Point 13 to Point 14 JTocated at the intersection
of Latifude 26% &89° 30" N Longitude 50° 46' 24" £ approximately, leaving Rennie
Sheals (krown as Majwat al-Ragquy and Fasht al-'Annawiyah) to the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia.

6. Tne Viee thon extends northesstwards from Point 14 to the extent consistent
with the [* } fand Bovad Pwuumunuenant issued on 1 Sha'ban 1368, corresponding
to 28 May 1949, and the frociamation made by the Government of Bahrain on 5 June 1949,

i6. Everything lying o the Teft of the Tine referred to in the above
paragranhs belongs to the Kingdum of Saudi Arabia and everything lying to the right
of the line balonys to the Government of Bahrain, with both Governments being bound
by the provisions of Article 2 below.
Articie 2. [Following 19} the area lying within the six sides described below:

wopeint of intersection of Latitude 27° 00' N and

2. Theage to the ond

50° 23* 15" E, ap

voof intarcection of Latitude 26° 31' 48" N and Longitude

3. Thence to the noint of intorsection of Latitude 26° 37' N and Longitude
500 3" B, approximately;

4, Thence to the ooin

50° 45' 24" £, approximais

of intersection of Latitude 26° 59' 30" N and Longitude

5. Thence se the agint of Intersection of Latitude 26° 59' 30" N and Longitude
50° 44" £

§. Theonce to the point of inteorsection of Latitude 27° 00' N and Longitude
50° 407 £

7. Thepge Lo the 2iavtioy point.

f 8 the Ruler of Bahrain and the consent of HM the King
s {n the area mentioned and delimited above in the
+F Spudt Arabia shall be developed in the manner which
ngition that he give the Govermment of Bahrain half of
i Arabian Government of the net income derived from

n view of Ine
af Sacdy Arabhd
p&xL. onging Lo
His hm]“%u” way
wmﬂi‘m

i

this devwfn U A £ stood that this shall not impair the right of sovereignty
and administration of the it Arabian Government in the above-mentioned area.
Article 2. A map, in fws copies, showing the approximate locations and points referred
to in 1he praceding | g s &na!n be attached to this Agreement. However, a

final & the Comsission referred to in Article 4 hereinafter.
Y ‘? *ﬂs huen approved and signed by the authorized

o Goverrments, form an integral part of this Agreement.

This Final map shall
representatives of oh

l'\xtlt\‘ % W 3 -

Heces

prs seiect a Technical Commission to carry out the
Y osure » the onun hment of the boundaries, as provided in this
b jssioa shail start work not later than two months from the date
wnt comes into effect,

Agresment. 5
on which this Agx@
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Arzicie 5. Aftey

Gnd afver the b

sinn eofuerad to in Article 4 has completed [its work],

¢ the final map which it has prepared, a

vomnission ooy psentatives of the two parties shall place

The marcers indd ¢ vurd 3 in zccordance with the details shown on the

final wmap. ‘

Aepigie
by the &

mement shedl fatn effect from the date on which it is signed

wWo pariiss,

Writren in Bivadh, in iwe 3 Arabic opopies, on the fourth day of Sha'ban in
the year (377, corvesnon 27 meary 1958,

The getinivation of
variation of the awbyu»
of the uua§917we by
Saudi Arabian tu*"wﬁmv”.
which are equidist

' varfation of the pr

‘ 14, and 7, small iz :
between Dabraind and ¢ T frnbian T Y

L poundary (CSB) between the two countries employs a
nie 0S8 {5 not a median 1ine based on the configuration
hetween predetermined landmarks on both Bahraini and
intter principle are Points 1-6, 10 and 11 of the C58
s on the respective territories. An additional

ining a median line, is that in the case of Points
wore not utilized in determining the midpoint

JBopputieal miles, There are 14 points on the boundary.
aautical miles with a minimum and maximum distance
., rogpectively. The average water depth at the

ane fathom (Points 8 and 9 are on a reef), and a

. 1 #ngd it is the midpoint between Bahrain and

:rmine the midpoint. Point 1, however, does not
A abia and Qatar claims to the continental shelf.
Points vints botween landmarks and their location was determined
irnde ey

wosent true midpoints between Bahraint and Saudi
territory, s tha . thore are no small islands that could be used to

atter the Ipcatior of hs

O the we
of the 5B, YRRtk
Lubainah ai-ua!bwan

isinnd of Lubaingh al-Saghirah, is located Point 8
pastaramost tip of the Saudi Arabfan island of

pe final thy
Sgafa Hexagan. YA

as opposad 1o poinis

058 are located on the eastern side of the Fasht bu
s ts based on agreed upon geographical coordinates, ’
wy ke Tand Features,

\ 5 in a northeasterly direction into the

Tine continues on consistent with the Saudi Arabian
, . . this Royal Pronouncement was revoked and

of February 16, 1958, The latter defines the terri-

i 12 nautical miles. Since the Continental

L¢> e tign of the Royal Pronouncement of May 28, 1949,
feom Yolot T4 does continue in a northeasterly direction as

he omap bhat acoompanies the CSB Agreement.

From Point 14
Pergian Guif. The
Rayal Pronognces
suparoaedad by Rm_'
torial waters of Saudi
Shelf Agrosment
can only ba 2ss ,
before. This is uh

Tha T&‘vfu by Boaale
Arvabia and Bavesln by
SEMM.X Y ik i‘\J'ﬂb A ER
eveniy divided belwes

e

avea yader Saudia Arabian jurisdiction. However, Saudi
the ait vesources of this area shall be developed as the
sived from the exploitation of the petroleum will be

Tne seersge dislancs bes
mites, with o w
rospoctively.,  The

oo

at the peints of

= of the Fasht bu Saafa Hexagon is 14.21 nautical
o1y paints of 0.5 and 28.25 nautical miles,
g3 from 2 to 10 fathoms, with an average depth
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TASLE &,

THARACTEIRISTICS OF THE BAHRAIN-SAUDIA ARABIA
SHELF BOUNDARY

<
o

cs8 Distance WamQQH Bamr%&?i?eriﬁory : Distance Saudi Arabia Territory
+ Point belween Depth Land to CSB
Points . N Point
TRAULICAT WM i85 ) L1 arnoms ) (nautical miles)
" 1 7 Ratnoas Bary {(Point A) 11.75 Ra's Abu Maharrah (Point B)
7.50
2 13 fa's a1 derr (Point A) 9.75 Az Zakhuniya (Point €)
1.50
3 5 Ta's ot Davr (Point A) 9.75 Ra's Saiya (Point D)
7.75
4 8 Fa's a1 Masosis {Point E) 9.50 Point F
5,00 :
5 5 Poing G 9.25 Point H
4.50
6 TG Point 1 9.75 Point J
7.75
7 10 Jarirat twm Ma'san (Point K) 6.75 Ra's al Qurrayyah (Point L)
6.00
4 setatuni sl Saghivah (0) (5.25) Matnland
7.25 |
9 0 Koy Fashi {3.50) {0) Lubainah ai Kabirah
5.25
10 1 Shoer Fasht {Foinh M) 3.00 Kaskus {Point N)
2.7%
1 . 3 Fosht (3.00) (4.00) Kaskus
7.50
s the midpoint (3.50 n.m, from each point) between "N"
. This duss not represent the closest distance to Bahraini
pr Snudy ferritory].
12 2 Faait gt Jdarim {5.00) (7.00) Reef
10.50
13 & Foashrnoal Javim (4,.50) {16.00) Reef
25,25
14 27 Faaht st Jardin (29.28) (37.50) Reef*

.

nais that could be considered as Saudi above water features.

Howavey, Indications are that ihe dweanie Shioals are underwater features.

TABLE 11, PHYSTOAL UHARBCTYERISTICS OF THE FASHT BU SAAFA HEXAGON

€SB Point y Points Water Depth
{fathoms)

? ; 10
5.0

2 2
PRV

; 5
2575

4 27
bR

5 18
{3,460

6 20
15,75
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SUMMARY

There are two unigue festures of the continental shelf agreement between Bahrain and Saudi
Arabiz. First, 1% the nase of the Fazhi bu Ssafa Hexagon, which is under Saudi Arabian
surfsdiction, Saudi Arabia has agreed to the exploitation of 3 resource under its jurisdiction,
but to share the revenue from such exploitetion with Bahrain.

Secondly, s the empioment of two variations of the equidistance principle in determining
midpoints, Tnis Agreament is an example of the establishment of the CSB by selecting points
halfway between predetermined lund mavkers. These land markers were selected independently of
- the cosstal coafiguration. In angther modification of the equidistance principle small islands

were ignoved in some instances in determining the terminal or turning points on the CSB.




