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STRAIGHT BASELINES: BURMA 

The Government o f  Burma, on November 15, 1968, dec lared t h a t  t he  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea o f  t he  
The t e x t  o f  t he  s t a t e  would hencefor th  extend 12 n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  seaward from s t r a i g h t  basel ines.  

decree i s  as f o l l o w s :  

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS 

Rangoon, the  15 th  November, 1968 

The fo l l ow ing  d e c l a r a t i o n  by the Chairman o f  the Revolut ionary Council o f  t he  Union 

WHEREAS I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Law has always recognised t h a t  t h e  sovereignty o f  a State 

o f  Burma i s  publ ished f o r  general in format ion: '  

extends t o  a b e l t  o f  sea adjacent t o  i t s  coast, AND WHEREAS i n t e r n a t i o n a l  p r a c t i c e  i s  
n o t  un i form as regards the  ex ten t  o f  t h i s  sea b e l t  commonly known as the t e r r i t o r i a l  sea 
o f  t he  State,  and consequently i t  i s  necessary t o  make a d e c l a r a t i o n  as t o  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  
t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea o f  t he  Union o f  Burma, t h e  Chairman o f  t h e  Revolut ionary Council o f  
t h e  Union o f  Burma hereby declares--  

1. 
been observed i n  the  past  r e l a t i n g  t o  the Union o f  Burma o r  any p a r t  thereof ,  t he  
t e r r i t o r i a l  sea o f  the Union o f  Burma s h a l l  extend i n t o  the  sea t o  a d is tance o f  twelve 
n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  measured from the  appropr ia te base l i n e .  

marked on l a rge -sca le  char ts  o f f i c i a l l y  recognised by the  Government o f  t h e  Union o f  Burma, 
s h a l l  be the  base l i n e  f o r  measuring the  breadth o f  t he  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea o f  t he  Union o f  
Burma. 

That notwi thstanding any r u l e  o f  law o r  p r a c t i c e  t o  the con t ra ry  which may have 

2. Except as provided f o r  i n  paragraph 3 ,  t he  low-water l i n e  along t h e  coast, as 

3 .  That where i t  i s  necessary by reason o f  t he  geographical cond i t i ons  p r e v a i l i n g  on 
t h e  Union o f  Burma coasts, and f o r  t he  purpose o f  safeguarding the v i t a l  economic i n t e r e s t  
o f  t he  i n h a b i t a n t s  o f  the coasta l  regions, t o  e s t a b l i s h  the system of s t r d i g h t  base l i n e s  
drawn between f i x e d  p o i n t s  on t h e  mainland, on i s lands  o r  rockz, the breadth o f  t he  
t e r r i t o r i a l  sea s h a l l  be measured from such base l i n e s .  The f i x e d  p o i t i t s  between which 
such s t r a i g h t  base l i n e s  s h a l l  be drawn a re  i nd i ca ted  in d e t a i l  i n  the schedule annexed t o  
t h i s  dec la ra t i on .  

4. That where a s i n g l e  i s l and ,  rock,  o r  a composite group thereof ,  i s  s i t u a t e d  
seawards from the  main coast or  s t r a i g h t  base l i n e s ,  i t  s h a l l  
sea extending twelye n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  from the low-water l i n e  a 

By order ,  
TUN SHEIN,  
Secretary, 

i q i n i s t r y  o f  Fore 
Af f a i  rs . 

1. ARAKAIJ COAST __-- 

( a )  Southern P o i n t  o f  OYSTER ISLAND La t 

(b )  BORONGA POINT La t 

( c )  SOUTH TERRIBLES La t 

Long 

Long 

Long 

have independent t e r r i t o r i a l  
ong i t s  coasts. 

SCHEDULE 
-l__l 

20' 1 1 '  49" N 
92" 32'  19" E 

19" 48'  30" N 
93" 01' 42" E 

19" 22' 56" N 
93" 16'  20" E 
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SCHEDULE (cont inued)  

( d )  Western P o i n t  o f  
HENRY ROCKS 

(e )  Western P o i n t  o f  
NERBUDDA ISLAND 

( f )  S t .  JOHN'S o r  CHURCH ROCKS 

(9 )  NORTH WEST GROUP 

(h)  KORONGE ISLAND 

(i) SOUTH ROCK 

(j) BLACK ROCK 

( k )  ALGUADA REEF (PATHEIN LIGHT) 

2. GULF OF MARTABAN 

( a )  ALGUADA REEF (PATHEIN LIGHT) 

( b )  Western P o i n t  o f  LONG ISLAND 

3. TENASSERIM COAST 

( a )  Western P o i n t  o f  LONG ISLAND 

( b )  NORTH ISLAND 

Western P o i n t  o f  CABUSA ISLAND 

Nor the rn  P o i n t  o f  SAURIM ISLAND 

Western P o i n t  o f  H. PRINCEP ISLAND 

GREAT WESTERN TORRES 

Nor th  Western P o i n t  o f  NORTH TWIN 

Western P o i n t  o f  SOUTH TWIN 

WESTERN ROCKY ISLAND 

HAYCOCK ISLAND 

( k )  Western P o i n t  o f  MURRAY ISLAND 

L a t  18" 51' 48" N 
Long 93" 26' 15" E 

L a t  18" 20' 50" N 
Long 93" 56' 25" E 

L a t  17" 27' 39" N 
Long 94" 1 9 '  46" E 

L a t  16" 55' 28" N 
Long 94" 12'  45'' E 

L a t  16" 31' 20'' N, 
Long 94" 14 '  21" E 

L a t  16" 18 '  55" N 
Long 94" 11'  20" E 

L a t  16" 11 '  50" N 
Long 94" 10' 50'' E 

L a t  15" 42' 13" N 
Long 94" 12 '  6" E 

L a t  15" 42'  13" N 
Long 94" 12'  6" E 

L a t  14" 24 '  15" N 
Long 97" 46' 02" E 

L a t  14" 24' 15" N 
Long 97" 46 '  02" E 

L a t  14" 09' N 
Long 97" 46'  54" E 

L a t  12" 48'  N 
Long 97" 50' 03" E 

L a t  12" 30' 30" N 
Long 9,7" 47'  42" E 
L a t  12" 03'  03" N 

L a t  11" 47'  15'' N 
Long 97" 26' 15'' E 

L a t  10" 38 '  14" N 
Long 97" 41 '  45" E 

L a t  10" 28'  12" N 
Long 97" 40' 45" E 

La t 9" 51' 24" N 
Long 97" 52' 18" E 

La t 9' 40'  45" N 
Long 97" 54'  30" E 

L a t  9" 35' 54" N 
Long 97" 58'  12" E 

Long 97" 38'  E 
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Point Length Comments 
--I_ 

----I__ 

(naut ica l  miles)  - 
Akaran Coast 

b - c  

C - d  

30.1 

32.1 

d - e  

e - f  

42.5 

57.0 

33.0 

24.5 

13.5 

7.1 

29.0 
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The s t r a i g h t  basel ines  replace the low-water l i n e  of the coast  w i t h  the  exception of a 
narrow band in  the north.  
and extends from the Pakistan boundary a t  the Naaf River t o  the  point  a )  on Oyster Is land.  
A br i e f  analysis  o f  the  s t r a i g h t  base l ines ,  taken from large-scale  naut ical  cha r t s ,  f o ~ ~ o w S : l  

T h i s  narrow band measures approximately 30 naut ical  miles i n  l e n g t h  

Point Length Comments 
--I_ 

----I__ 

(naut ica l  miles)  - 
Akaran Coast 

a - b  36.0 Oyster Island i s  a small i so l a t ed  is land s i tua t ed  
approximately 11.4 nautical  miles from the mainland. 
l i n e  a-b deviates  from the general trend of the coast  
by c. 14". 

Boronga point i s  s i t ua t ed  a t  the  southern end of Myengun 
Kyun ( i s l . ) .  The e n t i r e  coast  from b-c i s  f r inged with 
i s lands .  Line b-c deviates  from coast  a t  an angle o f  12". 

The l i n e  c-d deviates  a t  an angle of 18' t o  enclose the 
la rge  i s land  of Cheduba within the  internal  waters of 
Bu m a .  

T h i s  segment, 8" from the general trend of the coas t ,  
terminates a t  the  southern end o f  the  heavily-fringed 
coast1 ine. 

The s t r a i g h t  basel ine averages 18-20 miles offshore.  Few 
is lands e x i s t  in  the  neiqhborhood of the segment although 
many a re  s i t ua t ed  c lose  t o  the  shore. 
approximately 12" from the general trend of the mainland. 

miles from the shore and a t  an  anqle of 4'. 

The 

The l i n e  i s  

f - g  Same general s i t ua t ion  b u t  approximately 12 naut ical  

g - h  Same general s i t ua t ion  except appt Gaching coas t ;  angle 

h - i  Same b u t  s t r a i g h t  basel ine now w i t h i n  3 naut ical  miles 

i - j  

i s  15" between segment and qeneral trend. 

o f  coast  and angle i s  2". 

Shortest length of s t r a i g h t  basel ine on the Arakan coast .  
S t r a i q h t  basel ine forms an angle of c .  10" t o  the general 
trend of the  coast .  The segment averages s l i g h t l y  less 
than 2 nautical  miles from the  coast .  

The f ina l  point o f  the Arakan coast  i s  s i tua t ed  on a r e e f ,  
which has a l ighthouse thereon, near the Irrawaddy d e l t a  
-- 13.8 nautical  miles from nearest  land, 
c. 12" t o  the general coastal  trend. 

j - k  

Angle measures 

- _ _ ~  - __I -----__I- ~ 

1. Unfortunately, a naut ical  char t  f o r  t he  use of t h i s  s t u d y  was not ava i lab le .  
map i s  a reproduction of a standard country map and many of the m a l l  i s l e t s ,  rocks,  e t c .  
have not been represented. The descr ip t ions ,  based upon large-scale  naut ical  cha r t s ,  a r e  
more accurate .  

The  a t tached 

c. 12" t o  the general coastal  trend. 



P o i n t s  Length 

G u l f  o f  Martaban 

( n a u t i c a l  m i l e s )  

a - b  222.3 

Tenasserim Coast -- 

a - b  

b - c  

c.- d 

d - e  

e - f  

15.5 

80.8 

17.9 

29.0 

19 2 

f - g  
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Comments 

P o i n t  a i s  i d e n t i c a l  w i t h  t h e  p o i n t  k o f  t h e  Arakan 
s t r a i g h t  base l i ne .  The c l o s i n g  l i n e  a-b i s  t h e  l o n g e s t  
s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e  encountered i n  t h e  wor ld.  
segment remains w i t h i n  12" o f  t h e  t r e n d  o f  t h e  d e l t a  b u t  
t he  eas te rn  t w o - t h i r d s  dev ia tes  a t  an ang le  o f  60". A t  
one p o i n t  on t h e  s t r a i g h t  base l i ne ,  t h e  neares t  l a n d  i s  
75 n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  away and t h e  mouth o f  t h e  S i t t a n g  i s  
ove r  120 n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  d i s t a n t .  

The f i r s t  

a' 
The s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e  segment l i e s  s l i g h t l y  ove r  12 
n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  f rom the  coas t  a t  an ang le  o f  11" f rom i t s  
general  d i r e c t i o n .  A l a r g e  number o f  i s l a n d s  (t20) are  
s i t u a t e d  close tc, t h e  segment. 

I n  t h e  n o r t h  b-c averages n e a r l y  20 n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  f rom 
the  mainland a t  an ang le  o f  13" f rom i t s  genera l  
d i r e c t i o n .  The number o f  i s l a n d s  i s  n o t  r e a t  u n t i l  
sou th  o f  t h e  Savoy R i v e r  

A ve ry  l a r g e  number o f  i s l a n d s  f r i n q e  t h e  coas t  f u r  t h e  
remainder o f  i t s  e x t e n t  southward. 
t h e  s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e  j o i n s  t h e  outermost p o i n t s .  
i s l e t s  i n  t h i s  sec to r ,  however, a re  seaward o f  t h e  
s t r a i g h t  base l i ne .  The ang le  t o  the  coas t  i s  c .  9". 

The ang le  inc reases  t o  19" as t h e  s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e  
extends t o  i n c l u d e  o u t e r  i s l a n d s .  

(13" 31'  North!. 

For the  most p a r t ,  
Three 

The ang le  i s  38' t o  t h e  generai  t r e n d  o f  t h e  coast.  
Gasepoint f i s  s i t u a t e d  on a l a r g e  i s l a n d ,  ave r  75 
m i l e s  f rom t h e  mainland. 

71.1 The nuriiber o f  i s l a n d s  i n  t h e  v i c i ;  i t y  o f  the s t r a i g h t  
base1 i n e  decreases markedly a1 thouyn many s t i l l  f r i n g e  
t h e  coas t .  The ang le  of t h e  s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e  i s  12" 
t o  t h e  general  coas ta l  t rend .  

g - h  10.1 Same b u t  t he  anqle i s  go. 

h - i  38.1 The s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e  draws nearer  t o  t h e  main land 
( c ,  38 n.m.) and t o  t h e  f r i n g i n q  i s l a n d s  (c .  9 n.m.). 
The ang le  t o  the  qeneral  t r e n d  o f  t h e  coas t  i s  c. 15". . 

i - j  10.8 Same b u t  t h e  ang le  decreases t o  c. 10". 

j - k  6.8 The s h o r t e s t  segment o f  t h e  s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e  te rm ina tes  ' 
t h e  l i m i t s  w i t h  t h e  southernmost Burmese i s l a n d .  Because 
t h e  l i n e  i s  t r e n d i n g  towards t h e  shore t h e  ang le  inc reases  
g r e a t l y ,  t o  n e a r l y  40" 

T o t a l  826.4 n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  

The twenty-one s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e  segments t o t a l  826.4 n a u t i c a l  m i l e s ,  fo rming  a l l  b u t  app rox i -  

A t  no p o i n t  does t h e  s t r a i g h t  
m a t e l y  30 m i l e s  o f  t h e  Burmese base l i ne .  
l e n g t h  i s  222.3 n.m. which forms a c l o s i n g  l i n e  f o r  t h e  G u l f  o f  Martaban 
b a s e l i n e  ex tend seaward o f  t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f  o f  Burma. 
ma in ldnd o f  Burma. The r a t i o  of water  t o  l a n d  enclosed w i t h i n  t h e  base l i nes  i s  es t imated  t o  exceed 50:l. 

Burma has n o t  adhered t o  t h e  Geneva Convent ion on the  T e r r i t o r i a l  Sea and t h e  Contiguous Zone. 

The average segment l e n g t h  i s  n e a r l y  40 n.m. The maximum 

None o f  t h e  base p o i n t s  a r e  s i t u a t e d  on t h e  




