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CONTINENTAL SHELF IOUNDARY: ABU DHABI-QATAR 

The Governments o f  Abu Dhabi and Q a t a r  signed an Agreement on March 20, 1969, 
d iv id ing t h e i r  respective continental shelves i n  the Persian Gulf. The Agreement 
came i n t o  force on the date o f  signing. 

however, the two countries have adopted the pr inc ip le  o f  l im i ted  national j u r i sd i c t i on  
over the offshore domain o f  submerged land i n  general proclamations which give no 
precise de f i n i t i on  t o  the shelf. The proclamations are: 

Proclamation o f  June 10, 1949 
Proclamation o f  June 8, 1949 

Neither country i s  a party to  the 1958 Geneva Convention on the Continental Shelf; 

Abu Dhabt.: 
Qatar: 

The Agreement f o r  Settlement o f  the Offshore Boundary and Ownership o f  islands 
set f o r th  the fo l lowing pr inciples:  

The two parties, 

being desirous o f  reaching a settlement regarding the boundary separating 
the i r  offshore areas and the ownership o f  the islands pertaining 
thereto, and having regard f o r  t h e i r  comnon interests and the t i e s  
of amity and friendship between them. 

Have agreed on the following: 

1. The is land o f  "Daiyina" (DayyTnah) i s  par t  o f  the t e r r i t o r y  o f  
Abu Dhabi. 

2. Both the islands o f  "Lasahat" (A1 Asha't) and "Shuri'awa" 
(Sharh'iwah) are par t  o f  the t e r r i t o r y  o f  Qatar. 

3. Neither country now has any t e r r i t o r i a l  claim upon the other wi th  
.respect t o  the islands or  offshore areas f a l l i n g  outside i t s  
agreed offshore boundary. 

4. The agreed offshore boundary referred t o  i n  paragraph (3) above 
shal l  be as follows: 

( ) A s t ra ight  l i n e  frm point  "A" w i th  geographic coordinates 
Latitude North 25' 31 50" 
Longitude East 53O 02' 05" 
t o  po int  "8'' which coincides with the locat ion o f  al-Bunduq 
wel l  No. 1 wi th  geographic coordinates 
Latitude North 2 5 O  05' 54.79" 
Longitude East 52" 36' 50.98" 

"C" wi th  geographic coordinates 
Latitude North 24" 480 40 " 
Longitude East 52" 16' 20 

a t  the mouth o f  the Khaur al- 'Adid (Khawr a1 'Udayd) on the 
t e r r i t o r i a l  waters boundary, wi th  geographic coordinates. 
Latitude North 24 O 38' 20" 
Longitude East 51 O 28' 05" 

(ii) A s t ra igh t  l i n e  from point  "B", as defined above, t o  point  

(iii) A s t ra igh t  l i n e  from point  "C" as defined above, t o  point  "D" 
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5. 

6. 

7. 

A t  the e a r l i e s t  possible opportunity, the points defined above 
and the l ines  j o i n i n g  them sha l l  be drawn on an accurate map i n  
two copies and signed by the two part ies, showing the d e f i n i t i v e  
offshore boundary between the two countr ies as herein agreed. 

The al-Bunduq f i e l d  i s  t o  be equally shared by the parties, and they 
agree tha t  insofar  as the explo i ta t ion o f  the f i e l d  i s  concerned 
they sha l l  from time t o  time consult each other on a l l  matters 
pertaining t o  t h i s  f i e l d  i n  order t o  exercise a l l  the r i g h t s  on 
an equal basis. 

The al-Bunduq f i e l d  shal l  be developed by Abu Dhebi Marine Areas 
(ADMA) i n  accordance wi th  the terms o f  i t s  concession w i th  the 
Ruler o f  Abu Dhabi , and a l l  roya l t ies,  p r o f i t s  and other 
government fees due i n  respect o f  the aforementioned f i e l d  under 
the said concession shal l  be equally divided between the Governments 
o f  Qatar and Abu Dhabi. 

. 

This aareement and the Drovisional maD attached thereto, which 
shows the b6undary points defined above, were signed t h i s  f i r s t  day o f  
Muharram 1389, corresponding t o  20 March 1969. 

ANALYSIS 

The continental shelf boundary (CSB) extends for  a distance o f  115 naut ical  
miles. There are four terminal o r  turning points on the CSB and the average 
distance between the points i s  38.3 naut ical  miles. The CSB i s  comprised of 
s t r a i g h t  l i n e  segments except f o r  a 15-nautical-mile arc around the is land o f  
Dayyinah. The water depth a t  the boundary points averages 11.8 fathoms, wi th  a 
minimum and maximum depth of 5 and 20 fathoms, respectively. 

An examinatdon o f  U.S. Naval Oceanographic Off ice Chart H.O. 3661 (revised 
October 16, 1967) reveals that  cer ta in  assumptions may have been considered i n  
de l imi t ing the CSB. 

point  t h a t  i s  equidistant from the mainland o f  Abu Dhabi, I ran  and Qatar. To 
establ ish Point  A as the equidistant t r i s e c t i o n  point, i t  i s  necessary t o  consider 
t h a t  the shoals close t o  the Abu Dhabi mainland are a par t  o f  the mainland. Ra's 
Abu' a1 Muskut, Qatar (25' 16' N., 51" 37' E.) marks the only one o f  the three points 
shown on the attached map t h a t  i s  equidistant from Point A, and the distance i s  
79 naut ical  miles. 

states t h a t  Point B coincides w i th  the locat ion of the al-Bunduq o i l  wel l  (Point B ' ) .  
However, the geographical coordinates i n  the Agreement do not locate Point  B 
precisely on the al-Bunduq o i l  wel l ,  but  ra ther  a t  a s i t e  0.5 naut ical  miles 
southwest (see map). This discrepancy could be the r e s u l t  o f  map d is tor t ion.  

r The posi t ioning o f  the l i n e  connecting Point B and Point C o f  the CSB ignores 
the presence of the Abu Dhabi is land o f  Dayyinah. The l i n e  i s  equidistant, however, 
a t  points along i t s  traverse, between the islands o f  Artanah, <Qatar  (24" 47' N., 
52" 34' E.) and SharZ' iwah, Qatar (25" 02' N., 52" 14' E.). There are two points 
along l i n e  BC where one o r  the other of the two islands i s  10.5 naut ical  miles 
distance from the l ine.  However, a deviat ion was made i n  the CSB t o  place DayyTnah 

The seaward extent o f  the CSB i s  Point  A; t h i s  i s  apparently the t r i s e c t i o n  

- 
Point B o f  the CSB i s  35 naut ical  miles landward from Point A. The Agreement 

i 



i n  Abu Ohabi t e r r i t o r y .  The deviat ion i n  the CSB i s  an arc around DayyTnah which 
marks the three-mile t e r r i t o r i a l  sea of the island. The distance from Point  B t o  
Point  C i s  35 naut ical  miles including the 15-nautical-mile arc around Dayyinah. 

Point  C o f  the CSB marks the in tersect ion o f  the l i n e s  from Point 6 and Point  D. 
The l i n e  CD i s  apparently constructed so as t o  be equidistant, a t  selected points, 
between the shoals which are p a r t  o f  the respective Abu Dhabi and Qatar sovereignties. 
A t  a po in t  on l i n e  CD, the shoal (24' 40' 45" N., 51" 48' 45" E.) north o f  the is land 
o f  Makhasib, i s  2.8 naut ical  miles f r o m  the CSB, A t  a d i f f e r e n t  po int  on l i n e  CD, 
the south shoal 
nautfcal  miles from the CSB. The distance from Point  C t o  Point  D i s  45 naut ical  
miles. 

. (24O 44' 40" N., 51' 49' 30" E.) o f  Fasht a1 Udayd, i s  also 2.0 

The landward terminus o f  the CSB i s ,  according t o  the Agreement, the po in t  where 
the three-mile t e r r i t o r i a l  sea claims o f  Qatar and Abu Dhabi intersect.  The coordi- 
nates given i n  the Agreement (Point  D) place the in tersect ion po in t  1.25 naut ical  
mi les ins ide the actual three-mile l i m i t .  Therefore, the correct  l oca t i on  o f  the 
landward terminus o f  the CSB should be Point  D '  as re f l ec ted  on the map. 

The Abu Dhabi-Qatar CSB was not  del imited according t o  the s t r i c t  appl icat ion 
o f  the equidistance pr fnc ip le .  Points A and D are equidistant from the coasts o f  
both states. Point C I s  simply the in tersect ion o f  l i n e s  B and D and not  a po in t  
equidistant from the respective countries. The other po in t  o f  the CSB, Point  B, was 
designated t o  coincide wj th  the locat ion o f  an o i l  wel l  and was selected independent 
of any consideration o f  the equidistance pr inc ip le .  

TABLE 1. PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE ABU DHABI-QATAR 
CONTINENTAL SHELF BOUNDARY 

Terminal o r  Distance Depth Abu Dhabi Distance from Qatar 
Turning Between Ter r i t o ry  Terminal o r  Te r r i t o ry  
Points Pojnts Turning Points 

(naut ical  mi les) (fathoms n.m. n.m. 

I I A 15 Das (24) (35) Halul 

B 7 Das (14) (21) Sha6'iwah 

C 20 Daydnah (10.5) (13) Shara'iwah 

D 5 Mainland (2)  (2) Mainland 

35 

35 

45 

, 




