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VENEZUELAN EXPLANATORY NOTE 

This decree o f  the National Executive according t o  o f f i c i a l  
informat ion has the fo l lowing signi f icance: the t e r r i t o r i a l  sea 
o f  Venezuela i s  twelve mi les wide i n  accordance w i t h  Venezuelan law and t h a t  
o f  Guyana only  three miles, t h a t  i s  t o  say, the band three mi les measured 
from the seaboard o f  the t e r r i t o r y  i n  dispute corresponding a t  the moment 
t o  Guyana and the adjo in ing band o f  nine mi les considered as the high 
sea by the State o f  Guyana. 
the sa id band i s  Venezuelan t e r r i t o r y  i n  which her Sovereignty may be 
exercised bu t  before making any mater ia l  ac t  o f  possession Venezuela 
must make pub l i c  her t i t l e  o f  dominion t o  the sa id sea. Also Venezuela 
can do it on the basis o f  the t r e a t i s e  o f  the s t r a i g h t  base l i n e  i n  the 
zone and i n  accordance w i t h  Venezuelan law and in te rna t i ona l  conventions. 
I n  t h i s  way, the Venezuelan State w i l l  be able t o  take concrete steps o f  
dominion i n  re la t i on ,  f o r  example, t o  the o i l  concessions t h a t  the State 
of Guyana have conceded i n  t h i s  zone. 

For Venezuela, as a consequence o f  i t s  claim, 
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The s t r a i g h t  basel ine extends 98.9 naut ica l  mi les and closes the d e l t a  o f  the 

I n  contrast, the p r i n c i p a l  mouth o f  the 
Orinoco River. A point ,  west o f  the middle o f  the l i n e ,  i s  s i tuated approximately 22 
naut ica l  mi les from the nearest mainland. 
Orinoco i s  over 30 naut ica l  mi les from the SBL. Point  6 has been selected approxi- 
mately 26 mi les east o f  Punta Playa, the coastal terminus o f  the current 
Guyana-Venezuela boundary. 
Essequibo River, Guyana re jec ts  t h i s  c la im (see In ternat ional  Boundary Study No. 21 : 
B r i t i s h  Guiana (Guyana) - Venezuela Boundary, March 14, 1963). 

The s t r a i g h t  basel ine does no t  depart, t o  any appreciable degree, from the 
general t rend o f  the mainland coast as determined by small-scale charts. The waters 
enclosed by the SBL do not  meet the legal  d e f i n i t i o n  o f ' a  bay. Moreover, the eastern 
terminal po in t  i s  s i tuated approximately 50 naut ica l  mi les t o  the east o f  the eastern 
natura l  entrance po in t  f o r  the Orinoco system as wel l  as being 26 naut ica l  mi les 
beyond the e x i s t i n g  i n te rna t i ona l  boundary. 

While Venezuela has l a i d  c la im t o  t e r r i t o r y  as f a r  as the 




