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CONTINENTAL SHELF BOUNDARY : IRAN-QATAR 

The Governments o f  I r a n  and Qatar  signed an Agreement on September 20, 1969, 
d i v i d i n g  t h e i r  respect ive cont inental  shelves i n  the Persian Gulf.  
r a t i f i c a t i o n  were exchanged and the Agreement came i n t o  force on May 10, 1970. 

however, the two countr ies have adopted the p r i n c i p l e  o f  1 i m i  ted nat ional  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
over the of fshore domain of submerged land i n  general proclamations which g ive no 

Instruments of 

8 

f precise d e f i n i t i o n  t o  the shel f .  The proclamations are: 

Nei ther  country i s  a pa r t y  t o  the 1958 Geneva Convention on the Continental Shelf; 

I ran:  Law o f  June 19, 1955 
Qatar: Proclamation o f  June 8, 1949 

The Agreement on the De l im i ta t i on  o f  the Continental Shel f  set  f o r t h  the 
f o l  lowing p r inc ip les  : 

The Imperial  Government o f  I r a n  and the Government o f  Qatar, 
des i r i ng  t o  d e l i m i t  the demarcation l i n e  between the zones o f  the 
cont inental  shel f ,  i n  accordance w i t h  i n te rna t i ona l  law and the law of 
sovereignty i n  a j u s t ,  equi table and exact manner, have aqreed on the 
fol lowing provisions: 

A r t i c l e  1 

The demarcation l i n e  separating the t e r r i t o r y  o f  I r a n  on the 
one hand and t h a t  o f  Qatar  on the other merges w i t h  the geodesic l i n e  
l i n k i n g  the fo l l ow ing  points:  

Point  (1) i s  the one located a t  the extreme western p a r t  o f  the mos 
western zone o f  the demarcation l i n e  nor th  o f  the cont inental  s h e l f  
belonging t o  Qatar  and which i s  l i nked  t o  p o i n t  (2) below a t  an angle of 
278" 14' 27" by a geodesic demarcation l i n e .  

Lat i tude Longitude 

Point  (2 )  27" 0' 35" 51" 23' 
I' (3) 26" 56'  20" 51" 44' 50" 
" (4) 26" 33' 25'' 52" 12' 10'' 
" ( 5 )  26" 06' 20" 52" 42' 30" 
" (6)  25" 31 ' 50" 52" 02' 05" 

A r t i c l e  2 

o r  any s ing le  geological s t ruc tu re  o r  s ing le  f i e l d  o f  other minerals 
extends t o  the other s ide o f  the demarcation l i n e  speci f ied i n  A r t i c l e  1 
o f  the present agreement, and i f  the p a r t  o f  the s t ruc tu re  o r  f i e l d  which 
i s  located on one side o f  the demarcation l i n e  i s  such t h a t  i t  could be 
exp lo i t ed  by obl ique d r i l l i n g s  from the other  side, then i n  t h i s  case: 

A--In no areas located on both sides o f  the demarcation l i n e  as 
s tated i n  A r t i c l e  1 can wel ls  whose e x p l o i t a t i o n  area i s  a t  l e a s t  125 
meters from the sa id demarcation l i n e  be d r i l l e d ,  except on agreement o f  
the pa r t i es  concerned. 

I f  a s ing le  petroleum geological s t ructure,  a s ing le  petroleum f i e ld ,  

B--The two pa r t i es  w i l l  make e f f o r t s  t o  come t o  an agreement on ways 
t o  standardize operations o r  f o r  u n i f y i n g  them on both sides o f  the 
demarcation l i n e .  
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A r t i c l e  3 

determined on the B r i t i s h  Navy map No. 28370, attached t o  the present 
agreement . 

representat ives o f  the two pa r t i es .  
a t  i t s  disposal. 

The sa id demarcation l i n e  provided i n  the present agreement i s  

The sa id map has been made i n  two copies and has been-signed by 
Each o f  the two p a r t i e s  has a map 

A r t i c l e  4 

None o f  the provis ions of the present agreement w i l l  have e f f e c t  
on the surface waters o r  a i r  space o f  any pa r t y  o f  the cont inenta l  shelf.  

A r t i c l e  5 

A. The present agreement w i l l  be r a t i f i e d  and the instruments of 
r a t i f i c a t i o n  w i l l  be exchanged as qu ick l y  as possible i n  Doha (Qatar) .  

B. The present agreement w i l l  be implemented beginning w i t h  the 
date o f  the instruments o f  r a t i f i c a t i o n .  

I n  order t o  authent icate the above provis ions,  the s ignator ies 
below, having f u l l  au tho r i t y  from the Imperial  Government o f  I r a n  and 
the Government o f  Qatar, have signed the present agreement. 

1348 (9 Rad.jab 1389 -- 20 September 1969) i n  Persian, Arabic, and 
The present agreement was made i n  Doha (Qatar)  on 29 Chahrivar 

Engl 

The 

sh, a l i  copies being equal and authent ic.  

ANALYSIS 

ran-Qatar cont inenta l  s h e l f  boundary (CSB) i s  based on the equidistance 
p r i n c i p l e  w i t h  the exception t h a t  the presenceof  a l i  is lands i n  the Persian Gulf 
was disregarded. 
mainland o f  the two countr ies.  
November 17, 1958; Revised 8/19/68) was used i n  p l o t t i n g  the CSB agreement. 

The CSB i s  de l im i ted  except f o r  the segment from Point  1 t o  Point  2. The 
Iran-Qatar Agreement makes reference t o  an azimuth o f  278" 14' 27" from Point  2 upon 
which Po in t  1 w i l l  mark the terminat ion i n  a west-northwesterly d i r e c t i o n  o f  the CSB. 
The l o c a t i o n  of Po in t  1 i s  i n d e f i n i t e  because there i s  a question o f  where a 
p o t e n t i a l  Bahrain-Qatar CSB would i n t e r s e c t  the I ran-Qatar CSB. A t  this t ime, the 
t e r r i t o r i a l  d ispute between Bahrain and Q a t a r  concerning some is lands between the two 
countr ies has delayed the negot iat ions o f  a CSB agreement between the two states. 
Also, the establishment o f  a Bahrain-Iran CSB w i l l  be requi red t o  complete the CSB 
d e l i m i t a t i o n  i n  the area. 

The tu rn ing  po in ts  on the CSB are a l l  equ id i s tan t  from the 
U.S. Naval Oceanoqraphic Chart H.O. 3660 (2nd ed i t i on ,  

The d e l i m i t e d  p o r t i o n  of the I ran-Qatar CSB has a length o f  131 nau t i ca l  
miles, w i t h  an average distance between the 5 demarcated points  o f  32.75 nau t i ca l  
miles. The depths a t  the CSB turn ing points  range from 15 t o  41 fathoms, w i t h  the 
average depth being 30.8 fathoms. 

located 30.5 naut ica l  mi les from the Bahrain-Saudi Arabia CSB. 
connected by s t r a i g h t  l i n e  segments. 
and t h i s  Point  a lso coincides w i t h  Point  A which marks the seaward extent  o f  the 
Abu Dhabi -Qatar CSB. 

The northern terminus o f  the del imi ted p o r t i o n  o f  the CSB i s  Point  2 and i t  i s  
Points 2 through 6 are 

Point  6 marks the southern terminus o f  the CSB 
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