
Kf %\ 6358 
, L 5 Q  .A95 
P O  A 7  

This paper i s  one of a ser ies issued by The Geoqrapher, Bureau o f  I n te l l i gence  and 
Research o f  the Department o f  State. The aim i s  t o  set  f o r t h  the basis f o r  nat ional  
arrangements f o r  the measurement o f  the t e r r i t o r i a l  sea o r  the d i v i s i o n  o f  the 
cont inental  shelf o f  maritime nations. 

This research document i s  intended f o r  background use only. 
represent an o f f i c i a l  accentance of the United States Government o f  the l i n e  o r  l i n e s  
represented on the charts or,  necessari ly, o f  the s p e c i f i c  p r i n c  ples involved, if any, 
i n  the o r i g i n a l  d r a f t i n q  o f  the l ines.  
requested by mai l  from the Geoqrapher, Department o f  State, !dash naton, D. C. 20520 
o r  by phone (Telephone 63-22921 o r  63-22022). 
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STRAIGHT BASELINES: PORTUGAL 

The Government of Portuqal  , on Auqust 22 ,  1966, decreed a new law on the 
terr i tor ia l  sea of the State: 

LAlJ OF THE SEA 
PORTUGAL 
LAN 21 30 

u In the name of the Nation, the National Assembly decrees and I promulgate 
the following law: 

b 

! 

Base I 

1 .  The normal base l ine from w h i c h  the w i d t h  of the terr i tor ia l  sea 
i s  measured i s  defined by the low-tide line alonq the coast, as i t  i s  
indicated i n  maritime maps officially recoqnized f o r  this purpose by 
the Portuguese State. 

2.  
will be drawn by the Portuquese State in accordance w i t h  Internationa 
Law and published i n  a special decree. 

- 

The closing between points on i t s  coast and straiqht base lines 

Base I 1  

1.  
to innocent passage t h r o u q h  i t s  terr i tor ia l  sea, w i t h  the limitations 
nrovided by International Law. 

2 .  Passaae i s  not  innocent t o  t h e  extent t h a t  i t  threatens either 
directly or indirectly the peace, order, o r  recuritv of the 
Portuquese State, and snecificallv when a ship: 

The Portuquese State recoanizes the r i q h t  of shins of a l l  States 

( a )  

( b )  beinq a submarine, does not  naviqate a t  normal surface 
level w i t h  i t s  f l a q  hoisted; 

(c )  stops or anchors wi thout  a normal n a v i g a t i o n a l  reason 
or force majeure reqriirinq i t ;  

( d )  by i t s  proceedinqs, i t s  objectives, the nature o f  i t s  
cargo, the people on board, o r  f o r  any other reasons does no t  
meet the standards of Portuquese law w h i c h  qovern jurisdiction 
w i t h i n  the terr i tor ia l  sea. 

does not  identify i tself  by name and f l a q  when asked t o ;  

Base I11 

The Portuguese State exercises i n  the h i q h  sea zone contiauous t o  i t s  
terr i tor ia l  sea, un t o  twelve miles from the base l ine,  powers granted 
by international law and specifically the control necessar.y: 

-- 

( a )  t o  prevent and stop infractions of customs, f iscal ,  
sanitation, or immiqration laws i n  i t s  terri tory o r  i n  i t s  
terr i tor ia l  sea; 

( b )  
security i s  be1 ieved threatened, i t s  legitimate defense as 
nermitted by International Law. 

to guarantee, i n  case of emerqency o r  when national 
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Base IV 

When no agreement t o  the contrary exists with a State whose coasts 
are adjacent or facinq those of the Portuquese State, the limit of 
the terr i tor ia l  sea or contiquous zone will not go beyond the median 
l ine i n  which al l  points are equidistant from the nearest points 
alonq the base lines from w h i c h  the terr i tor ia l  sea of each o f  the 
two States are measured. 

Base V 

1. Without prejudice to historical rights, conventions, and other 
international aareernents , the Portuquese State exercises exclusive 

nq matters i n  the h i q h  
up t o  twelve miles from the 

fishinq riqhts and .jurisdiction over fish 
sea zones adjacent t o  i t s  terr i tor ia l  sea 
base line o f  t h a t  sea. 

2. In  the zone between six and twelve m i  
i t s  terr i tor ia l  sea, i t  i s  incumbent ugon 

es from the base line o f  
the Portuquese State t o  regu- 

la te  fishinq and enforce such requlations, as long as they do not  
discriminate aqainst foreiqn ships which have a riqht t o  fish i n  
this zone. 

3. The outer limits of the fishinq zones established in this Rase 
will be reconciled with the nrovisions of the preceedinq Base. 

Let i t  be nublished and i t s  nrovisions carried o u t .  

Government of the Renublic, Auqust 22, 1966 -- Americo Deus 
Rodrigues Thomaz. 

On June 27, 1969, a supplemental decree created straiqht baselines and closing 
The lanquaqe of the decree for lines permitted under Article 1 of Law 2130. 

Continental Portuqal reads as follow : 

MINISTRY OF THE f IAVY 

Office of the Minister 

Decree-Law No. 47,771 

Whereas i t  has become necessary to  define straight closing lines 
and baselines t o  supplement the baseline for the continental Euronean 
coast and the coasts of the Provinces of Guinea, Anqola, a n d  
Motambique'established in Section I ,  Article l , - o f  Law No. 2130 of 
Auqust 22 ,  1966; 

By virtue of Section I ,  Article 2 ,  thereof; 

By virtue of the au tho r i ty  conferred under Article l!l9 ( 2 )  (1 )  of 
the Constitution, the Government decrees and I hereby nromulqate the 

, following law: 



J 
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Article 1 

Along the continental European coast and the coast of the Provinces 
of Guinea , Angola, and Mozambique, the normal basel i ne for measurinq 
the breadth of the terr i tor ia l  sea, established i n  Section I of 
Law No. 2130, shall be supplemented by the straiqht closinq lines and 
baselines defined by the points whose geoqranhic coordinates are con- 
tained i n  the followinq tables: 

(1) S t r a i q h t  closing lines and baselines supplementinn the 
normal baseline alonq the continental European coast: 

Points Latitude N .  Lonqitude '4. 
I- 

Cab0 Raso.. ................... 38' 4 2 '  29" UPo 29' 06" 

Cab0 Esnichel. ................ 38' 24 '  46" 09" 4 3 '  17" 

Cab0 de Sines ................ 37" 57 '  00" ORo 53' 24" 

... 
4rticle 2 -- 

Resides the closing lines referred t o  i n  the precedinq ar t ic le ,  
the Portuquese State shall use as a baseline f o r  measurinq the breadth 
of the terr i tor ia l  sea those derivinq from the annlication of inter- 
national law t o  the entrance of bays used by vessels t o  load, unload, 
or anchor, the mouths of rivers, and the entrances t o  ports. 

Article 3 

I n  due time, the Portuquese State will define, in keepinq w i t h  
international law, the straiqht closinq lines and baselines for the 
coasts of other sections of the national territory. 

Let this be Dublished and enforced. 

Palace of the Government of the Reoublic, .June 2 7 ,  1967. 

AMERICO DEUS RODRIGUES THOMAZ -- Ant6n io  de Oliveira Salaz?r--  
Ant6nio Jorge Yartins da Yota yeiqa -- Manuel Gomes de Araujo -- 
Alfred0 Rodrigues dos Santox Junior -- Joao de Matos Antunes Varcla -- 
Ulisses Cruz de Aquiar Cortes -- Joaquim da Luz Cunha -- Fernando 
Q u i  ? t an i  1 ha MendonGa D i  as -- A1 berto Marci ano Gorjao Franco Noqueira -- 
Jose Albino Yachado Vaz -- Joaquim Moreira da Silva C u n h a  -- 
lnocencio Galvao Teles -- Jose' Gon a l o  da Cunha :ottomayor Correia de 

Proensa -- Francisco Pereira Yeto de Carvalho. 

provinces . 

Oliveira -- Carlos Gomes da Silva li ibeiro -- Jose Joao GonGalves de 

To be published i n  the Official Gazette of a l l  the overseas 

J .  da Silva Cunha 
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The supplemental decree creates one line consisting o f  two segments. The f i rs t  
of these two serves to close the Tagus River estuary b u t  i t  also encloses a coastal 
indentation associated with the river system. The second seqment produces the Same 
effect for  the Sad0 River estuary system. 

Sector Lenqth (n .m. )  Comments 
b 

Cabo Raso - Cab0 Espichel 21.7 The decree line could be construed as a 
bay-closing line only i f  the waters of the 
Taqus estuarv are considered t o  appertain 
t o  the "bay." In view o f  the qeoqraphic 
isolation of the estuarv, the interpre- 
t a t i o n  does not  seem valid. The maximum 
nenetration of the coastal indentation 
i s  approximately 7 nautical miles, 
corsiderably less t h a n  half the w i d t h  of 
the oDeninq, 

. 

Cab0 Espichel - Cabo de 31.25 The lenqth of the closinq line i s  qreater 
Sines t h a n  the 24 nautical miles maximum 

nermitted under the Geneva Convention f o r  
bays. 91 t h o u r l h  the maximum nenetration o f  
the indentation i s  16.1 nautical miles, 
qreater t h a n  1/2 the w i d t h ,  the indentation 
does n o t  meet the sevi -ci rculari t y  require- 
ments of a bay unless the waters of the 
Sad@ estuary are also included. Like the 
Taqus , tlle Sad0 i s qeooraqhi call y i sol ated 
from and quite distinct from the coastal 
indentation. 

The straiqht baselines or closinq lines f o r  Continental Dortuaal total a mere 
52.95 nautical miles. 
mately 4r)O nautical miles. 
straiqht baselines; rather, they are estuary closinq lines vhich included associated 
coastal indentations. 

The total lenqth of the nautical coastlioe measures aoproxi- 
I n  the s t r ic tes t  sense, the decree lines do n o t  form 




