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Base I1 

1 .  
t o  innocent Das’;ane tbrouqh i t s  tprri to r i  a1 sea,  with the 1 imitations 
orovided bv International La!.!. 

- _- 
The Portuquere qtate recoqnizer the r i r r h t  of shins of a l l  States  

2.  Passacle i s  n o t  innocent t o  the extent tha t  i t  threatens e i t h e r  
d i r e c t l y  or  ind i rec t lv  the peace, order,  or securi ty  of the 
Portuquese S ta te ,  and snec i f ica l ly  when a ship: 

STRAIGHT BASELINES: AIVGOLA 

The Government of Portuqal , on 4uqus t  2 2 ,  1PS6, issued a new decree -law on the 
t e r r i t o r i a l  sea of the s t a t e  includinq the overseas nrovinces: 

LAY OF THE SEA 
PORTUGAL 
LAW 2130 

- -- 

-- 

In the name of the riation, the National kser l lbly decrens and I 
promulqate the followinq law:  

Rase I 

1. The nornal base l i n e  from which the w i d t h  of the t e r r i t o r i a l  
sea i s  measured i s  defined hv  the low-tide l i n e  alonq the coast ,  as 
i t  i s  indicated in maritime mans o f f i c i a l l y  recoanized f o r  this purpose 
by the Portuquese Statp.  

7. The closinrl between points on i t s  coast and s t r a i q h t  base l iner  
will  be drawn by the Portuquese State  in accordance w i t h  International 
Law and published i n  a snecial decree. 

( a )  

( b )  beinq a submarine, does n o t  naviqate a t  normal surface 
level w i t h  i t s  f laq  hoisted; 

( c )  stops o r  anchors w i t h o u t  a nomal naviqational reason or  
force majeure requi rini i t  : 

( d )  
the neoole on b o a r d ,  o r  f o r  any other  reasons does not meet the 
standards of Portuquere law which qovern , jur isdict ion w i t h i n  the 
t e r r i  t o r i  a1 sea. 

does n o t  ident i fy  i t s e l f  hv name and f laq when asked t o ;  

-I -___ 

by i t s  nroceedinqs, i t s  object ives ,  the nature of i t s  cargo, 

Rase I11 

The Portuquese State exercises i n  the h i q h  sea zone contiguous t o  
i t s  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea,  up t o  twelve miles from the base l i n e ,  powers 
granted by internat ional  law and snecif ical  l y  the control necessary: 

( a )  
san i ta t ion ,  o r  immigration laws i n  i t s  t e r r i t o r ~ y  o r  i n  i t s  
t e r r i t o r i a l  sea;  

t o  prevent and stop infract ions of customs, f i s c a l ,  

( b )  
i s  believed threatened, i t s  leqit imate defense as permitted by 
International Law. 

t o  warantee ,  i n  case of emeraency or  when national securi ty  
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Base IV 

When no agreement t o  the contrary exists w i t h  a State whose coasts 
are adjacent or facinq those of the Portuquese State, the limit of 
the terr i tor ia l  sea o r  contiquous zone will not 40 beyond the median 
l ine in which all  Doints are equidistant from the nearest Doints alonq 
the base lines from which the terr i tor ia l  sea of each of the two 
States are measured. 

Rase V 

1 .  bfithout prejudice t o  historical riqhts, conventions, and other 
international aqreements , the Portuquese State exercises exclusive 
fishinq riqhts and jurisdiction over fishinq matters i n  the h i g h  
sea zones adjacent t o  i t s  terr i tor ia l  sea UD t o  twelve miles from the 
base line of t h a t  sea. 

2.  In  the zone between six and twelve niles from the base line of 
i t s  terr i tor ia l  sea, i t  i s  incumbent upon the portucluese State t o  
requlate fishina and enforce such requlations, as lonq as they do 
not discriminate aqainst foreion ships which have a r i g h t  t o  fish 
i n  this zone. 

3 .  The outer limits of the fishinq zones established i n  this Base 
will be reconciled with the provisions of the preceedinq Base. 

Let i t  be Dublished and i t s  provisions carried o u t .  

Government of the Republic, Auqust 22 ,  1966 -- Americo Deus 
Rodriques Thomat. 

This Law No. 2130 was supplemented on June 27, 1967 by a decree (No. 47,771) 
which created certain bav-closina and s t  a i q h t  baselines. The sections of the decree concerning Anqola are as follovs : r 

MINISTRY OF THE P.14VY 

Office of the Hinister 
Decree-Law No. 47,771 

Whereas i t  has become necessary t o  define straiqht closina lines 
and baselines t o  supplement the baseline for the continental European 
coast and the coasts of the Provinces of Guinea, Rnqola, and  
Vozambique established in Yection I ,  Article 1 ,  o f  Law ?lo. 2130 of 
4uqust 22,  1966; 

By virtue of Section I ,  Article 2 ,  thereof, 

By virtue of the au tho r i ty  conferred under Article 109 ( 2 )  ( I )  
of the Constitution, the Government decrees and I hereby nromulqate the 

,. following law. 
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- Article  1 

Alonq the continental Euronean coast  and the coast of the Provinces 
o f  Guinea , Ananl a , and FlozamSique , the normal base1 ine f o r  measurinq 
the breadth of the t e r r i t o r i a l  sea ,  established i n  Section I of Law No. 
2130, shal l  be supplemented by the s t r a i q h t  closinq l i n e s  a n d  baselines 
defined by the noints whose qeoqranhic coordinates a re  contained i n  the 
followinq tables  : 

baseline i n  Anqola: 

... 
(3)  Straiqht  closinq l ines  and baselines sunplementinq the normal 

-____- - 
Points Latitude S. Lonaitude E .  

-- - ~ -  - __----- 
Ponta Spilimherta.. ................. 98" 35' 00" 13" 22' 15'' 

Point on i l h a  de Luanda ............ '38" 4 7 '  02" 13" 13'  54" 

Point o f  i l h a  da Luanda.. ........... 03" 45' 34" 13" 15' 43" 

?oint  S. of Donta do Flossulo ........ 08" 52' 42" 13" 07'  42" 

Giraul .............................. 15" 08' 02" 12" 06 '  40" 
Barreiras Brancas ................... 15" 13'  'IO" 12" 04'  07" 

Praia do Yavio ...................... 16" 14' 09" 11" 48' 00" 
Point S .  of oonta da Marca .......... 16" 32' 39" 11" 40 '  20'' 

The decree creates  s t r a i q h t  baselines which , inAeffect,  enclose Luanda 
harbour and i ts  associated waters,  the Bay (Baia de) Vossamedes, and the Bay 
(Baia dos) Tiqros. 
the Sou th-lies t Af ri ca f r o n t i e r  . The l a t t e r  two havs are s i tuated i n  southlwestern Anqola, near 

Seqment . Lenclth ( n . m . 1  Comments 

Ponta Spilimberta - unnamed 12.75 The l ine closes the Bay of Benqo s i tua ted  
Doint on Luanda is land t o  the northeast  of Luanda. Benqo 

does not meet the semi-circulari t y  
requirement of the 1958 Geneva Con- 
vention on the Ter r i to r ia l  Sea and the 
Contiquous Zone 
even i f  the waters behind Luanda 
is land are  included. 

to  qualify as a hay 



Gi rau l  - Rar re i ras  Brancas 5 . 5  

Pra ia  do Navio - unnamed 
p o i n t  south o f  Ponta 
da Marca 

20.3 
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Lenqth (n.m.> Comen t s 

Unnamed p o i n t  on Luanda 8.25 The p o i n t s  chosen do n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  the  
i s l a n d  - unnamed p o i n t  "na tura l  c los inq  po in ts "  o f  the  bay; 
south of Ponta Fktssolo r a t h e r  they extend beyond. However, 

the  waters enclosed by the  l i n e  would 
meet the  c r i t e r i a  o f  a bay. I t  has n o t  
been determined i f  the  two water bodies 
enclosed by the two seqments could 
together  be a l e q a l  bay. Luanda i s land ,  
however, can n o t  be sa id  t o  f r i n q e  the  
coast . 

The southern p o i n t  o f  t h i s  bay-closing 
l i n e  i s  beyond the  na tu ra l  c los ing  
p o i n t  of the bay. I t  i s  a l e q a l  bay. 

The enclosed Raia dos Tigres i s  a 
qeoqranhical and l e q a l  bay a1 though the  
"na tura l  entrance p o i n t s "  have no t  been 
u t i l i z e d  by the c los inq  l i n e .  More 
l o q i c a l  se lec t ions  would extend the  
l i n e  from Ponta da Flarca eastward t o  
the  opnosi te shore. A l l  o f  t h i s  shore 
no r th  o f  the l a t t e r  Do in t  faces on the 
A t l a n t i c  r a t h e r  than the  bay. 

-- 

The f o u r  shore seqments created by the  decree t o t a l  on ly  46.8 nau t i ca l  m i les  i n  
length.  
800 nau t i ca l  m i les .  
of t he  coast, c los inq  o f f  na tu ra l  indenta t ions  on an otherwise featureless shore l ine .  

The t o t a l  na tu ra l  coast l i n e  of Anaola, i nc lud inq  Cabinda, i s  g rea te r  than 
R e l a t i v e l y  sneakinq, t he  basel ines represent a very small p o r t i o n  




