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STRAIGHT BASELINES: PORTUGUESE GUINEA 

The Government o f  Portugal ,  on Auqust 22, 1966, publ ished Law No. 2130 on the 
t e r r i t o r i a l  sea o f  the  s t a t e  and the overseas provinces. The t e x t  o f  the law i s  
as fo l lows:  

LAW OF THE SEA 
PORTUGAL 
LAW 2130 

I n  the name o f  the  Nation, t he  Nat ional  Assembly decrees and I 
promulgate the fo l l ow inq  law: 

Base I 

1. The normal base l i n e  from which the w id th  of the  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea 
i s  measured i s  defined by the low- t ide  l i n e  alonq the  coast, as i t  
i s  i nd i ca ted  i n  marit ime maps o f f i c i a l l y  recoonized f o r  t h i s  purpose 
by the Portuquese State. 

2. The c los inq  between Doints on i t s  coast and s t r a i q h t  base l i n e s  
w i l l  be drawn by the Portuquese State i n  accordance w i t h  In te rna t i ona l  
Law and published i n  a special  decree. 

-- 

Base I 1  

1. 
t o  innocent nassaqe throuqh i t s  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea, w i t h  the 1 i m i t a t i o n s  
provided by In te rna t i ona l  Law. 

The Portuquese State recoqnizes the r i q h t  o f  ships o f  a l l  States 

2. 
d i r e c t l y  o r  i n d i r e c t l y  the oeace, order, o r  secu r i t y  o f  the 
Portuquese State, and s o e c i f i c a l l y  when a shin:  

Passaqe i s  no t  innocent t o  the ex ten t  t h a t  i t  threatens e i t h e r  

( a )  does n o t  i d e n t i f y  i t s e l f  by name and f l a q  when asked to;  

(b)  beino a submarine, does no t  naviqate a t  normal surface 
l e v e l  w i t h  i t s  f l a g  hoisted; 

(c )  stops o r  anchors w i thout  a normal nav iqa t iona l  reason 
o r  fo rce  majeure r e q u i r i n q  it; 

(d) by i t s  proceedings, i t s  object ives,  the nature o f  i t s  
carao, the people on board, o r  f o r  any o ther  reasons does no t  
meet the standards of Portuguese l a w  which govern j u r i s d i c t i o n  
w i t h i n  the t e r r i t o r i a l  sea. 

Base 111 

The Portuquese State exercises i n  the h iqh  sea zone contiquous t o  i t s  
t e r r i t o r i a l  sea, UP t o  twelve mi les  from the base l i n e ,  powers granted 
by i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law and s o e c i f i c a l l y  the con t ro l  necessary: 



san i ta t i on ,  o r  immigrat ion laws i n  i t s  t e r r i t o r y  o r  i n  
t e r r i  t o r i  a1 sea; 

s e c u r i t y  i s  be1 ieved threatened, i t s  l e g i t i m a t e  defense as 
permi t ted  by I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Law. 

Base I V  

When no aareement t o  the  cont ra ry  e x i s t s  with a Sta te  whose coas ts -are  
adjacent o r  f a c i n g  those o f  the  Portuquese State, the  l i m i t  o f  t he  
t e r r i t o r i a l  sea o r  contiguous zone w i l l  n o t  go beyond the  median l i n e  
i n  which a l l  Doints are equ id i s tan t  from the  nearest po in ts  alonq the  
base l i n e s  from which the  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea o f  each o f  the  two States 
are measured. 

4 

1. Without p re jud i ce  t o  h i s t o r i c a l  r i g h t s ,  conventions , and o the r  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  aqreements , the Portuquese Sta te  exercises exc lus ive  
f i s h i n g  r i q h t s  and j u r i s d i c t i o n  over f i s h i n q  matters i n  the h igh  sea 
zones adjacent t o  i t s  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea up t o  twelve mi les  from the base 
l i n e  o f  t h a t  sea. 

2. I n  the  zone between s i x  and twelve m i les  f rom the  base l i n e  o f  
i t s  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea, i t  i s  incumbent upon the  Portuquese State t o  
regu la te  f i s h i n g  and enforce such requ la t ions ,  as long as they do n o t  
d i sc r im ina te  aqa ins t  f o r e i q n  ships which have a r i g h t  t o  f i s h  i n  t h i s  
zone. 

3. 
w i l l  be reconc i led  w i t h  the  nrov is ions  o f  the  preceedinq Base. 

The ou te r  l i m i t s  o f  the  f i s h i n g  zones es tab l i shed i n  t h i s  Base 

Le t  i t  be nubl ished and i t s  n rov is ions  c a r r i e d  ou t .  

Government o f  the  Republic, Auqust 22, 1966 -- Americo Deus 
Rodrigues Thomaz. 

The law permi t ted  the  cons t ruc t i on  o f  bay-closina l i n e s  o r  s t r a i q h t  basel ines 
by a l a t e r  law o r  decree. On June 27, 1967, Decree Law No. 47,771 was issued by the 
H i n i s t r y  o f  the  Navy. The sect ions app l icab le  t o  Portuguese Guinea are  as fo l l ows :  1 

Decree-Law No. 47,771 
b 

Whereas i t  has become necessarv t o  define s t r a i q h t  c los ing  l i n e s  
and basel ines t o  supplement the base l ine  f o r  the con t inen ta l  European - 
coast and the coasts o f  t he  Provinces o f  Guinea, Anqola, and 
Mozambique es tab l i shed i n  Sect ion I, A r t i c l e  1, o f  Law No. 2130 of 
Auqust 22, 1966; 

I By v i r t u e  of Sect ion I ,  A r t i c l e  2, thereo f ;  

By v i r t u e  of the  a u t h o r i t y  conferred under A r t i c l e  109 (2)  (1) o f  

I 
the Cons t i t u t i on ,  the  Government decrees and I hereby promulgate the  
f o l l o w i n a  law: 

I 
.. 

f o r  t he  f u l l  t e x t  o f  t h e  l a w .  I 
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A r t i c l e  1 

Alonq the  cont inenta l  European coast and the coast o f  t he  Provinces 
o f  Guinea , Anqol a , and Mozambique , the normal basel i ne f o r  measuring the  
breadth o f  the  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea, es tab l i shed i n  Section I o f  Law No. 2130, 
s h a l l  be SuDplemented by the  s t r a i g h t  c los ing  l i n e s  and basel ines de f ined 
by the  p o i n t s  whose qeographic coordinates are  contained i n  the  fo l low inq  
tab les :  

basel ine i n  Guinea: 

... 
( 2 )  S t r a i q h t  c los ing  l i n e s  and basel ines supplementing the  normal 

Po in ts  La t i t ude  N. Longitude W .  

1 . Ponta de Jufunco.. ............. 12" 11 . 53" 16" 29' 42" 

2. Po in t  N.W. o f  i l h e u  de Caio .... 11" 50 '  42" 16" 29' 09" 

3. Ponta Acudama ................. 11" 31' 36" 16" 25' 32" 

4. Ponta Iqom .................... 11" 19'  24" 16" 28' 57" 

5. Ponta Anolaada (extreme IJ . )  .... 11" 17' 40" 16" 29' 19" 

6. Ponta Anquei bramedi (extreme 
South) ...................... 11" 16' 18" 16" 28' 53" 

7. Ponta Ancumbe.. ................ 11" 01 . 34" 16" 11' 04" 

8. I l h e u  do Po i lao  ............ 
9. Pedras Mas E.  o f  i l h e u  do Mc 

10. I l h a  Joao V i e i r a  ............ 
11. I l h a  de Melo ................ 
12. Po in t  South o f  i l h a  de 

.. 10" 51' 25" 15" 43' 35" 

o 10" 58' 48" 15" 37' 58" 

.. 11" 02' 24" 15" 36' 36" 

. . 10" 56' 40" 15" 16' 27" 

15" 06' 18" 
i n o  t q l  C 9 I I  Canefaque .................... Iu J J  J J  

TlhCu and I l h  a = IsKC3. 
...... 

The twelve po in ts  o f  the  decree have been p l o t t e d  on USNO0 Chart 2342, A f r i c a -  
West Coast, Ponta Caid t o  Cap Verqa, 1:294,5110 ( a t  l a t .  11" N.), 7 th  Ed i t i on ,  
Revised 3/2/70. 
For example, many o f  the  po in ts  do n o t  p l o t  on the  s n e c i f i c  feature.  
several 
assumed t h a t  had the  p l o t t i n g  been done on larqe-scale Portuquese charts,  based upon 
a d i f f e ren t  qeodetic system, the i n te rsec t i ons  would n o t  have occurred. 

Problems i n  qeographic posi  t i o n i n q  have resu l ted  from t h i s  exercise.  
I n  add i t ion ,  

of the  s t r a i g h t  base l ine  segments i n t e r s e c t  Dort ions o f  land; i t  i s  

The lenqths of the  segments, however, have been qiven on the  basis o f  the  
p l o t t e d  pos i t i ons  and n o t  on the  mapped. 
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Segment Distance (n.m.) Comnents 

1 - 2  

2 - 3  

3 - 4  

4 - 5  
5 - 6  

6 - 7  

7 - 8  

8 - 9  
9 - 10 

10 - 11 

11 - 12.. 

22.0 The segment o f  the  s t r a i g h t  basel ine closes the 
R. Cache by j o i n i n g  a na tu ra l  ent jance p o i n t  
on the no r th  w i t h  a p o i n t  on Caio. To 
accomnlish t h i s  c los inq ,  P t .  Cabaceira would 
amear  t o  have been a more l o g i c a l  choice f o r  

char ts  show the nresence o f  extensive low- 
t i d e  e leva t ions  ( s p i t s )  southwest o f  the  
p o i n t  and northwest o f  I .  Jata. I f  these b 

s n i t s  are u t i l i z e d ,  the  seqment 1-2 coincides 
w i t h  the qeneral d i r e c t i o n  o f  the coast; 
otherwise, the departure o f  the s t r a i g h t  
base1 i ne i s  annroximatel y 25'. 

the  southern po in t .  However, la rge-sca le  h 

19.8 

12.75 

1.7 
1.4 

23.0 

29.0 

9.25 
4.0 

20.8 

10.25 

The seqment j o i n s  I .  C a i 6  w i t h  C a r a d l a  
u t i l i z i n q  the  outer-most po in ts  o f  the  is lands .  

The segyent j o i n s  the  outer-most oo in ts  of 
Caravela w i t h  the outer-most (northwestern) 
n o i n t  o f  Umbocomo (Ilnhocomo) . 

The two small seqrnents j o i n i n q  the western and 
southwestern po in ts  o f  the same i s l a n d  and 
mark the chanqe i n  d i r e c t i o n  o f  the  s t r a i g h t  
basel ine.  Seqments 2 - 6 c rea te  v i r t u a l l y  
a s i n q l e  azimuth. 

The seqment j o i n s  the southwestern cape t o  I. 
Oranqo, the  l a r q e s t  i s l a n d  o f  the Bi jaqds 
archinelaqo. The seqment passes w i t h i n  5 
nau t i ca l  m i les  o f  I .  h e  (Uno). 

The lonqest seqment o f  the  system o f  s t r a i q h t  
basel ines j o i n s  I .  Oranao w i t h  I .  Po i l zu  
(Po i lgo)  which marks the southern l i m i t  o f  
the  system. The seqment closes the  Oranao 
Channel, the  p r i n c i p a l  access t o  B i s  
from the south. 

The two-seqmented 1 i n e  tu rns  northeastward 
i n  cont inu inq  the  p r a c t i c e  of j o i n i n q  the  
outer-most no in ts  o f  the  i s lands  o f  the 
archipelago. An extensive reef area. 
northeast o f  Poi 1% , remai ns 
s t r a i g h t  basel ines on the  USNOO char t .  

b 

The segment connects the offshore i s lands  w i t h  
I .  Melo, an i s l a n d  which i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  a 
p a r t  o f  the  mainland o f  Portuguese Guinea. 

The s t r a i g h t  basel ine system terminates on I .  
Catak, an i s l a n d  adjacent t o  
w i t h  Guinea. 
Caci ne estuary.  

The segment closes the  Rin" 
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Over two-thirds of Portuguese Guinea i s  masked completely from the open ocean 
While the main ax is  Of 

A few low t i d e  elevat ions have been 

by the several hundred is lands of the Bi jaqos archipelago. 
the is lands i s  a l igned from northeast t o  the southwest, the s t r a i g h t  baselines j o i n  
the outer-most po ints  o f  the c los inq is lands. 
l e f t  beyond the l i m i t s  o f  the system; none are used as base points  of themselves. 
Islands and associated low-t ide elevat ions are s i t ua ted  q u i t e  equal ly throuahout the 
area enclosed by the s t r a i q h t  basel ine system. As a resu l t ,  r e l a t i v e l v  l i t t l e  of 
what would be considered hiqh seas would he enclosed as i n t e r n a l  waters by the 
sys tem. 

The eleven s t r a i q h t  basel ine segments t o t a l  153.95 naut ica l  mi les i n  length. 
The longest, No. 7 - 8, measures 29.0 naut ica l  mi les;  the shortest, which marks a 
major turn inq p o i n t  i n  d i rec t i on ,  i s  1.4 naut ica l  miles. The averaqe segment i s  
13.91 naut ica l  mi les i n  length. 




