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STRAIGHT BASELINES: ICELAND 

Iceland's most recent act ion a l t e r i n g  t h e i r  system o f  s t r a i g h t  baselines was 
the issuance on March 11, 1961 , o f  the Regulations Concerning the Fishery J u r i s d i c t i o n  
o f  Iceland. The Regulations were promulgated on Apri 1 22, 1961. 

1952 and 1958. An exchange of notes between Iceland and the United Kingdom, on 
March 11, 1961, spec i f ied the changes tha t  were t o  be made t o  the 1958 decree and 
incorporated i n  the new 1961 declarat ion. 

f i shery  l i m i t ,  as measured from the s t r a i g h t  baselines. 
i s  not a par ty  t o  any o f  the four  1958 Geneva conventions on the l a w  o f  the sea. 
These conventions concern the t e r r i t o r i a l  sea and contiguous zone, the high seas, the 
cont inental  shelf, and f i sh ing  and conservation o f  l i v i n g  resources o f  the high seas. 

o f  Iceland are as fol lows: 

t 

These 1961 Regulations a l t e r  the s t r a i g h t  baselines o f  the preceding decrees of 6 

Iceland claims a four  naut ical-mi le t e r r i t o r i a l  sea and a 12 naut ica l  mi le  
Iceland, although a signatory, 

The per t inent  a r t i c l e s  o f  the Regulations concerning the Fishery J u r i s d i c t i o n  

A r t i c l e  1 

The f ishery j u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  Iceland sha l l  be del imited 12 naut ical  

66" 27'4 N. Lat. 22" 24'5 W. Long. 

miles outside base l i n e s  drawn between the fo l lowing points:  
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35. Bardi 
36. Straumnes 
37. Kogurnes 
38. Horn 

A r t i c l e  1 
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continued) 

03'7 N. Lat. I' 23" 47'6 W. Long. ' 
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Moreover, demarkation 1 ines s h a l l  be drawn around the fo l l ow ing  
places, 12 nau t i ca l  m i les  from them: 

39. Kol be i  nsey 
40. Hval bakur 

'I 18' 36'0 
13" 16'7 

I1 

'I I' 
67" 07'5 
64' 35'8 

F i n a l l y ,  a demarkation l i n e  s h a l l  be drawn around the  i s l a n d  o f  
Grimsey, 12 nau t i ca l  mi les from i t s  outermost headlands and sker r ies .  

A r t i c l e  6 

The implementation o f  these Regulations s h a l l  be such t h a t  they are 
always i n  accordance w i t h  i n te rna t i ona l  conventions concerning these matters , 
t o  which Ice land i s  a p a r t y  a t  any time. 

A r t i c l e  8 

The present Regulations are prescr ibed according t o  law No. 44, 
5 th  A p r i l  1948, concerning the S c i e n t i f i c  Conservation o f  the Fishing 
Grounds o f  the Continental Shelf,  c f .  law No. 81, 8 t h  December 1952, and 
upon becoming operative, Regulations No. 70, 30th June 1958, concerning 
the Fishery J u r i s d i c t i o n  o f  Iceland, s h a l l  cease t o  be e f f e c t i v e .  

A r t i c l e  9 

The present Regulations en te r  i n t o  force fo r thw i th .  

The M i n i s t r y  o f  Fisher ies,  11th March 1961. 

BJARNI BENEDIKTSSON. 

/Gunnlaugur E. Briem. 

ANALY S I  S 

The 1952 regu la t i on  on the extension o f  f i s h e r y  l i m i t s  promulgated a system o f  
s t r a i g h t  basel ines based on 48 basepoints. The is lands  o f  Kolbeinsey, Hvalbakur and 
Geirfugladrangur were spec i f i ed  as supplemental basepoints bu t  they were no t  p a r t  o f  
the  system o f  s t r a i g h t  basel ines. These is lands, i n  add i t i on  t o  the i s l a n d  o f  
Grimsey, had four -naut ica l  m i l e  (n.m.) f i s h e r y  l i m i t s  drawn about them. 

The s t r a i g h t  basel ines and the basepoints were de l im i ted  on the p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  
Bre ida f jo rdhur  and Faxafloi were " h i s t o r i c  bays . ' I  The system o f  s t r a i g h t  basel ines 
was patterned on the Norwegian system, a di f ference being t h a t  genera l l y  the Ice land ic  
basel ines are c lose r  t o  the mainland than are the Norwegian prototype. 
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The 1958 regu la t i on  on f i s h e r y  l i m i t s  d i d  n o t  change any o f  the  s t r a i g h t  basel ines 
The change s t i p u l a t e d  by the 1958 regu la t i on  was o r  basepoints o f  the 1952 vegulat ion. 

t h a t  the f i s h e r y  l i m i t s  would be extended 12 n.m. from the s t r a i g h t  basel ines as opposed 
t o  the 4 n.m. l i m i t s  spec i f i ed  i n  the 1952 regu la t ion .  

The 1961 exchange of notes between Ice land and the United Kingdom spec i f i ed  changes 
t h a t  were t o  be made i n  the s t r a i g h t  basel ines decreed i n  the 1958 regulat ion.  
number o f  basepoints was reduced t o  40, i nc lud ing  Kolbeinsey and Hvalbakur which are 
n o t  p a r t  o f  the  s t r a i g h t  basel ine system, and again the  i s l a n d  o f  Grimsey was s ing led  
ou t  w i thout  being designated a basepoint by number. 

of the  s t r a i g h t  basel ines connecting the basepoints 1-2, 9-10, and 29-32. The t o t a l  
leng th  o f  the 1961 basel ines i s  785.6 n.m. The shor tes t  s t r a i g h t  basel ine i s  Ystibodhi 
(Po in t  16) t o  Selsker (Po in t  17), a distance o f  3 .3  n.m. The longest basel ine i s  74.1 
n.m. from Geirfugladrangur (Po in t  31) t o  Skalasnagi (Po in t  32). The segment 31-32 
closes the " h i s t o r i c  bay," Faxaf lo i .  

The fo l l ow ing  p o i n t  by p o i n t  analysis o f  the s t r a i g h t  basel ines u t i l i z e s  Chart 

The 

Seaward extension o f  the  1958 f i s h e r y  l i m i t s  resu l ted  from the 1961 re -de l im i ta t i on  

H.O. 6910 ( 1 s t  ed: A p r i l  28, 
Oceanographic O f f i ce .  

Seqmen t 

1 - 2  

Distance (n.m.) 

56.75 C 
W 

2 - 3  33.10 

3 - 4  23.50 

4 - 5  

5 - 6  

6 - 7  

7 - 8  

8 - 9  

9 - 10 

10 - 11 

11 - 12 

958; Revised A p r i l  11, 1966) publ ished by the  U.S. Navy 

Comnen t s  

oses Hunaf lo i  by connecting the western headland, Horn (l), 
t h  Asbudarif  (2), which i s  a chain o f  d ry ing  and above 

water rocks t h a t  extend northward about 5/8 n.m. from the 
mainland. 

Connects the Asbudarif  rocks ( 2 ) ,  i n  the v i c i n i t y  o f  the 
western headland o f  Skagafjordhur, w i t h  the eastern headland 
of S ig lu f jo rdhur ,  Siglunes (3).  

Closes o f f  Ey ja f jo rdur  by connecting i t s  western headlands, 
Siglunes ( 3 ) ,  w i t h  Flatey is land,  which i s  loca ted  3 - l j 2  n.m. 
o f f  the mainland. 

19.20 Connects Flatey i s l a n d  (4 ) ,  w i t h  Lagey i s l e t  (5 ) .  
the l a r g e r  o f  the Manareyjar group aqd i s  loca ted  5-3/4 n.m. 
from the mainland. 

Joins Lagey i s l e t  (5)  w i t h  Raudhinupur (6 ) ,  which i s  the 
eastern headland o f  Axarf jordhur. 

Lagey i s  

19.20 

8.40 Connects Raudhinupur ( 6 )  w i t h  R i f s tang i  (71, which i s  the 
northernmost p o i n t  o f  the Ice land ic  mainland, 

4.20 

37.40 

Connects R i fs tang i  (7), w i t h  Hraunhafnartangi (8) ,  which 
i s  a s p i t  extending about 1 n.m. northward from the mainland. 

Closes T h i s t i  l f j o r d h u r  by connecting the western headland, 
Hraunhafnartangi (8) ,  w i t h  Langanes (9 ) ,  which i s  the 
eastern headl and. 

Closes Bakkaf lo i  , Vopanfjordur, Heradhsfloi , and 
Borgarf jordhur by connecting the northern headl and of 
Bakkaf lo i ,  Langanes (91, w i t h  the southern headland o f  
Borgarfjordhur, Glett inganes (10). 

Closes a number of small f jo rds  by connecting Glett inganes 
(10) w i t h  Nordfjardarhorn (1  1). 

Connects Nordfjardarhorn (11) w i t h  Gerp i r  (121, which i s  

57.70 

21 .oo 

5.40 



Semen t 

13 - 14 

14 - 15 

15 - 16 

Distance (n.m.1 

(1.50)l 

4.20 

21.70 

16 - 17 3.30 

17 - 18 12.70 

18 - 19 16.00 

19 - 20 30.80 

20 - 21 7.70 

21 - 22 14.50 

22 - 23 24.70 

23 - 24 14.50 

24 - 25 ---- 
25 - 26 6.20 

26 - 27 14.50 
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Comnents 

No basel ine de l im i ted  between Holmur (13) and Setusker ( 
Closure e f fec ted  by small i s l e t s  s i t ua ted  very c lose 
together . 
Connects Setusker (14), which l i e s  about 3 n.m. f r o m  the 
mainland, w i t h  Thursasker (15), which i s  an i s l e t  some 
3-1/4 n.m. from the mainland. 

Connects the i s l e t  o f  Thursasker (15) w i t h  Ystibodhi (16). 
Ystibodhi i s  a submerged rock l y i n g  about 7 n.m. f r o m  the  
mainland. Because Ystibodhi i s  a submerged fea ture  i t  
should no t  be used s a basepoint f o r  cons t ruc t ing  the 

Connects Ystibodhi (16) w i t h  Selsker (17), which i s  an 
i s l e t  about 7 n.m. from the mainland. This segment o f  the  
basel ine i s  the shor tes t  i n  the system. 

Connects Selsker (17) w i t h  Hv i t i nga r  (18), which i s  a rock 
awash l y i n g  1-3/4 n.m. f r o m  the mainland. Hv i t i nga r  
should no t  be u ed as a basepoint because i t  i s  a low- 
t i d e  e leva t ion .  

s t r a i g h t  base1 ines. h 

2 
Connects Hv i t i nga r  (18) w i t h  Stokksnes (19), which i s  
on the mainland. 

Connects Stokksnes (19) w i t h  Hrol laugseyjar (20), which 
i s  made up o f  three f l a t  i s l e t s  about 4-1/2 n.m. of fshore.  

Connects Hrol laugsyejar (20) w i t h  Tv isker  (21), which 
i s  made up o f  two small i s l e t s  l y i n g  5 n.m. of fshore.  

Connects Tvisker (21) w i t h  Ingo l fsho fdh i  (22), which i s  
on a small peninsula separated from the mainland by an 
extremely narrow passage. 

Connects Ingo l fsho fdh i  (22) w i t h  Hva ls i k i  (23), which 
i s  a r i v e r  mouth on a r a t h e r  smooth coas t l ine .  There 
seems t o  be l i t t l e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r  the  cons t ruc t ion  
o f  t h i s  l i n e  when physical  features are taken i n t o  
account. 

Connects Hvals i  k i  (23) w i t h  Medal landssandur I (24). 
The l a t t e r  i s  loca ted  on a small s p i t  on an otherwise 
smooth coast. Seems t o  be l i t t l e  r a t i o n a l e  f o r  using 
Po in t  24 as a basepoint. 

Two po in ts  are no t  connected by a basel ine. 

Connects Medallandssandur I1 (25), which i s  an 
i n s i g n i f i c a n t  o i n t  on a s t r a i g h t  coas t l ine ,  w i t h  
Myrnatangi (26!, which i s  the southwest end o f  a coastal  
i s land.  The s t r a i g h t  basel ine between the two po in ts  
serves no func t ion  because i t  i s  coextensive w i t h  the 
coas t l i ne  along the is land.  

Connects Myrnatangi (26) w i t h  Kot lutangi  (27), which 
i s  a f l a t  s t r e t c h  o f  sand on a smooth coas t l ine .  There 
i s  no need f o r  the s t r a i g h t  basel ine as i t  i s  coextensive 
w i t h  the coas t l ine .  
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CPnmPnt Distance (n-rn-1 Comments 

27 - 28 11.20 

28 - 29 36.80 + 

Connects Kot l  utangi (27) w i th  Lundadrangur (28) , which i s  
an i s l e t  about 3/4 n.m. offshore. 

Connects Lundadrangur (28) w i th  Geirfuglasker (29) , an 

o f  the s t ra igh t  baselines deviates markedly from the 
general trend o f  the coast. O f  i n t e r e s t  i s  t h a t  the 
is land o f  Surtsey, 3 n.m. southwest o f  Geir fuglasjer,  which 
i s  the r e s u l t  o f  a volcanic erupt ion i n  1963. Surtsey i s  
probably not used as a basepoint because o f  the uncertainty 
as t o  i t s  longevity. 

i s l e t  some 15-1/2 n.m. from the mainland. This segment 

29 - 30 70.30 

30 - 31 8.50 

Connects Geirfuglasker (29) w i th  Eldeyjardrangur (30) , 
which i s  a rock 8 n.m. offshore. This segment o f  the 
basel ine trends i n  a northwesterly d i rec t ion  return ing 
closer t o  the mainland than Point 29. 

Connect Eldeyjardrangur (30) w i th  Geirfugladrangur (31) , 
which i s  a rock 16 n.m. offshore. The question ar ises 
as t o  why Point  30 was designated a basepoint when i n  view 
o f  the Icelandic method o f  de l im i t ing  baselines i t  seems 
t h a t  they would have connected Geirfuqlasker (29) d i r e c t l y  

31 - 32 74.10 

32 - 33 40.30 

33 - 34 21 .oo 

Connects Geirfugladrangur (31) wi th  Skalasnagi (32) , which 
i s  a coastal po in t  on the Snaefellsnes peninsula. The 
l i n e  connecting the two points  form the closing l i n e  f o r  
the Faxaf lo i ,  which i s  an h i s t o r i c  bay. The two basepoints 
a r e  not headlands o f  the Faxafloi.  This segment o f  
the s t r a i g h t  baselines i s  the longest i n  the system. 

Closes the h i s t o r i c  bay o f  Breidafjordhur by connecting 
Skalasnagi (32), a po in t  near the southern headland o f  
the f jo rd ,  w i th  Bjargtangar (33), which i s  the northern 
headland o f  the f j o r d .  

Connects Bjargtangar (33) w i th  Kopanes (34), which i s  
the northern head1 and o f  T a l  knafjordhur and the southern 
headland o f  Arnarf jordhur. 

34 - 35 17.10 Connects Kopanes (34) w i th  Bardi (35) , which i s  the 
southern headland o f  Onundarfjordhur . 

35 - 36 27.40 Connects Bardi (35) wi th  Straumnes (36), which i s  a 

36 - 37 5.60 

37 - 38 10.90 

TOTAL 785 . 60 

prominent po in t  on a small i n l e t .  

Connects Straumnes (36) w i th  Kogurnes (37), which i s  the 
headland o f  a s m a l l  bay. 

Connects Kogurnes (37) w i th  Horn (38) , a peninsula also 

b 

0 ca l led  North Cape. 

1. This distance i s  not included i n  the t o t a l  length o f  the s t r a i g h t  baseline system. 

i n  A r t i c l e  4 - 3, t ha t :  "baselines sha l l  not  be drawn t o  and from low-t ide 
elevations , unless lighthouses o r  s i m i l a r  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  which are permanently 
above sea leve l  have been b u i l t  on them." 1 
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round t h e  fol1owir.g basepoi n t s  , bu t  r a t h e r  each i s l  arid No stra.: 
has a 12 

39 

40 

-- 

t baselines are d r  
.m. f i s h e r y  l i m i t .  

wn 

Kolbeinsey (67" 07' N., 18" 36' 1.) This  small i s l e t  l i e s  55 n.m. 
no r th  o f  the mainland. 

Hvalbakur (64" 36'' N., 13". 15' W.) A small i s l e t  19 n.n. o f f  the  
eastern mai n l  and. 

Grimsey (66' 32' N., 18O 00' W.) An i s l a n d  22 n.m. of fshore.  The 
i s l a n d  was not assigned a basepoint number, b u t  i t  i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
mentioned i n  the  l e g i s l a t i o n .  

SUMMARY 

General ly, the I ce land ic  system o f  s t r a i g h t  basel ines fo l lows the  c r i t e r i a  
es tab l i shed  by A r t i c l e  4 of t he  1958 Geneva Convention on the T e r r i t o r i a l  Sea and the 
Contiguous Zone. 
o f  the  coast and the l a rge  f j o rds  of t he  deeply indented coas t l i ne  appear t o  be l i n k e d  
c l o s e l y  enough w i t h  the land t o  be considered w i t h i n  the regime o f  i n t e r n a l  waters. 
However, a ser ious quest ion a r i ses  about the  v a l i d i t y  o f  s t r a i g h t  basel ines drawn around 
an i s l a n d  group o r  archipelago. It i s  no t  a genera l l y  accepted tenet  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
law t h a t  s t r a i g h t  basel ines can be drawn around is lands  o r  i s l a n d  groups, even though 
some l a r g e r  i n s u l a r  areas have been so enclosed (Madagascar, I re land,  and the United 
Kingdom). 
s t r a i g h t  basel ines, i t  must be determined whether or no t  Iceland i s  t o  be considered 
an i s l a n d  f o r  purposes of cons t ruc t ing  s t r a i g h t  basel ines. I f  so, i t  i s  no t  genera l l y  
accepted t h a t  s t r a i g h t  basel ines can be drawn about i s lands .  On the o the r  hand, i f  
Ice land i s  considered t o  have the  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  a mainland fea ture ,  i t  i s  more 
w ide ly  accepted t h a t  reasonable basel ines can be drawn about such an area i n  a manner 
which b r ings  coastal i s lands  i n t o  the  regime o f  the coastal  con f igura t ion .  

That i s ,  the basel ines do n o t  depart  markedly from the general d i r e c t i o n  

' 

I n  ascer ta in ing  the v a l i d i t y  o f  the  I ce land ic  act ions i n  promulgating 

Two basepoints, however, do n o t  meet the spec i f i ca t i ons  s e t  f o r t h  i n  the  above 
Convention. No low-t ide e leva t ions  are t o  be used as basepoints unless a permanent 
above-water i n s t a l l a t i o n  i s  present on the  fea ture .  This r u l e  was v i o l a t e d  i n  the 
i n i t i a l  1952 Regulation, b u t  t h i s  a c t i o n  was taken before the advent o f  the 1958 
Geneva Convention. 
Yst ibodhi  (16) and Hv i t i nga r  (18) as basepoints i n  the 1961 dsc la ra t ion .  

longes t  base l ine  approved by the  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Court o f  Jus t i ce  (ICJ) i n  the  Anglo- 
Norwegian F isher ies  Case. The ICJ on December 18, 1951, approved a Norwegian s t r a i g h t  
base l ine  44 n.m. long. The f o u r  extensive I ce land ic  basel ines are: 
9 - 10 (57.7 n.m.), 29 - 30 (70.3 n.m.), and 31 - 32 (74.1 n.m.). 

world. Burma has two basel ines o f  222.3 n.m. and 80.8 n.m. i n  length, and Madagascar 
has th ree  basel ines w i t h  lengths o f  123.1 n.m., and 117.7 n.m., and 86.0 n.m. 

However, I ce land cou ld  have r e c t i f i e d  the discrepancy by no t  using 

The I ce land ic  basel ines con ta in  f o u r  segments which exceed the l eng th  o f  the 

1 - 2 (56.75 n.m.), 

The I ce land ic  basel ines, although q u i t e  lengthy, are no t  the longest i n  the 




