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I c e l a n d  r e v i s e d  i t s  s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e  sys t em for 
t h e  f o u r t h  t i m e  w i t h  t h e  s i g n i n g  on J u l y  14, 1972,  of 
new Regulations Concerning the Fishery Jurisdiction of Iceland. 
The 1 9 7 2  r e g u l a t i o n s  a l tered t h e  1 9 6 1  s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e  
sys tem (other  s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e  decrees were i s s u e d  i n  
1952 and 1 9 5 8 )  and ex tended  t h e  I c e l a n d i c  f i s h e r y  l i m i t s  
t o  50 n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  as measured from t h e  s t r a i g h t  base- 
l i n e s .  The new r e g u l a t i o n s  became e f f e c t i v e  on Septem- 
ber  1, 1 9 7 2 .  

I c e l a n d  claims a f o u r - n a u t i c a l - m i l e  t e r r i t o r i a l  
sea, as w e l l  as t h e  5 0 - n a u t i c a l - m i l e  f i s h e r y  l i m i t .  
Al though a s i g n a t o r y ,  i t  i s  n o t  a p a r t y  t o  any of t h e  
f o u r  1958 Geneva c o n v e n t i o n s  on t h e  l a w  of t h e  sea. 
These c o n v e n t i o n s  conce rn  t h e  t e r r i to r ia l  sea and con- 
t i g u o u s  zone, t h e  h i g h  seas, t h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f ,  and 
f i s h i n g  and c o n s e r v a t i o n  o f  l i v i n g  r e s o u r c e s  of t h e  
h i g h  seas. 

The p e r t i n e n t  a r t ic les  of t h e  Regulations Concerning 
the Fishery Jurisdiction o f  Iceland are as follows: 

ARTICLE I. 

The f i s h e r y  l i m i t s  o f f  I ce l and  s h a l l  be drawn 50 nau t i ca l  
m i l e s  o u t s i d e  baselines drawn between t h e  fol lowing points:  

1. Horn 66'27'4 N 22'24'3 W 

2. Asbudarrif  66'08'1 - 20'11'0 - 
3. Raudinupur 66'30'7 - 16'32'4 - 
4. R i f s t a n g i  66'32'3 - 16'11'8 - 
5. Hraunhafnartangi  66'32'2 - 16'01'5 - 
6. Langanes 66'22'7 - 14'31'9 - 
7. G le t t i nganes  65'30'5 - 13'36'3 - 
8. Nordf j ardarhorn  65'10'0 - 13'30'8 - 
9. Gerp i r  65'04'7 - 13'29'6 - 
10. Holmur 64'58'9 - 13'30'6 - 
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11. Hvitingar 64'23'9 - 14'28'0 - 
12. Stokksnes 64'14'1 - 14'58'4 - 
13. Hrollaugseyjar 64O01'7 - 15'58'7 - 
14. Tvisker 63O55'7 - 16'11'3 - 
15. Ingolfshofdi 63'47'8 - 16'38'5 - 
16. Hvalsiki 63'44'1 - 17'33'5 - 
17. Medallandssandur I 63'32'4 - 17'55'6 - 
18. Medallandssandur I1 63'30'6 - 17'59'9 - 
19. Myrnatangi 63'27'4 - 18'11'8 - 
20. Kotlutangi 63'23'4 - 18O42'8 - 
21. Lundadrangur 63'23'5 - 19'07'5 - 
22. Geirfuglasker 63'19'0 - 20'29'9 - 
23. Eldeyjardrangur 63'43'8 - 22'59'4 - 
24. Geirfugladrangur 63'40'7 - 23"17'1 - 
25. Skalasnagi 64'51'3 - 24O02'5 - 
26. Bjargtangar 65'30'2 - 24'32'1 - 
27. Kopanes 65'48'4 - 24'06'0 - 
28. Bardi 66'03'7 - 23'47'4 - 
29. Straumnes 66'25'7 - 23'08'4 - 
30. Kogur 66'28'3 - 22'55'5 - 
31. Horn 66'27'9 - 22'28'2 - 
Limits shall also be drawn around the following points 
50 nautical miles seaward: 

32. Kolbeinsey 67'08'8 M 18'40'6 W 

33. Hvalbakur 64O35'8 - 13'16'6 - 
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Each n a u t i c a l  m i l e  s h a l l  be equal t o  1852 metres. 

. . . .  
ARTICLE 7. 

These Regulations are promulgated i n  accordance w i t h  Law N o .  44 
of 5 A p r i l  1948, concerning the  S c i e n t i f i c  Conservation of the  
Continental  Shelf F i she r i e s ,  c f r .  Law No. 81 of 8 December 1952. 
When these  Regulations become e f f e c t i v e ,  Regulations No .  3 of 
11 March 1961, concerning t h e  Fishery L i m i t s  o f f  Iceland s h a l l  
cease t o  be e f f e c t i v e .  

ARTICLE 8. 

These regula t ions  become e f f e c t i v e  on 1 September 1972. 

Ministry of F i she r i e s ,  14 Ju ly  1972. 

Ludvik Josepsson. 

Jon L. Arnalds. 

ANALYSIS 

The 1 9 5 2  r e g u l a t i o n  on t h e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  f i s h e r y  
l i m i t s  promulgated a sys tem of s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e s  based  
on 4 8  b a s e p o i n t s .  The i s l a n d s  of Kolbe insey ,  Hvalbakur,  
and G e i r f u g l a d r a n g u r  w e r e  s p e c i f i e d  as supp lemen ta l  base- 
p o i n t s ,  b u t  t h e y  were n o t  p a r t  of t h e  sys t em of s t r a i g h t  
b a s e l i n e s .  These i s l a n d s ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  i s l a n d  of 
Grimsey, had four-nautical-mile(n.m.) f i s h e r y  l i m i t s  
drawn a b o u t  them. 

The s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e s  and t h e  b a s e p o i n t s  w e r e  de- 
l i m i t e d  on the p r i n c i p l e  t h a t  B r e i d a f j o r d h u r  and Faxafloi  
were " h i s t o r i c  bays ."  The sys t em o f  s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e s  
w a s  p a t t e r n e d  on t h e  Norwegian sys tem,  a d i f f e r e n c e  b e i n g  
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t h a t  g e n e r a l l y  t h e  I c e l a n d i c  b a s e l i n e s  a re  closer t o  t h e  
mainland t h a n  is  t h e  Norwegian p r o t o t y p e .  

any o f  t h e  s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e s  o r  b a s e p o i n t s  o f  t h e  1952 
r e g u l a t i o n .  
t i o n  w a s  t h a t  t h e  f i s h e r y  l i m i t s  would b e  ex tended  
1 2  n.m. from t h e  s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e s  as opposed t o  t h e  
4 n.m. l i m i t s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  1952 r e g u l a t i o n .  

An exchange o f  n o t e s  between I c e l a n d  and t h e  Uni ted  
Kingdom, on March 11, 1 9 6 1 ,  s p e c i f i e d  changes t h a t  were 
t o  be made i n  t h e  s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e s  dec reed  i n  t h e  1958 
r e g u l a t i o n .  The number o f  b a s e p o i n t s  i n  t h e  1 9 6 1  sys t em 
w a s  reduced  t o  40 ,  i n c l u d i n g  Kolbeinsey and Hvalbakur,  
which are n o t  p a r t  of t h e  s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e  system. The 
i s l a n d  o f  Grimsey w a s  a g a i n  s i n g l e d  o u t  as  hav ing  a 
f i s h e r y  l i m i t ,  b u t  t h e  i s l a n d  w a s  n o t  d e s i g n a t e d  a base- 
p o i n t  by number. 

The 1958 r e g u l a t i o n  on f i s h e r y  l i m i t s  d i d  n o t  change . 
The change s t i p u l a t e d  by t h e  1958 r egu la -  

(1 

The 1972 r e - d e l i m i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e  
sys tem expanded t h e  area of i n t e r n a l  waters on t h e  n o r t h  
coast of Iceland, w h i l e  s l i g h t l y  r e d u c i n g  t h e  i n t e r n a l  
waters on the east  coast. The 1972 sys tem removed base- 
p o i n t s  3, 4 ,  5,  1 4 ,  15 ,  1 6 ,  and 17  from t h e  1 9 6 1  b a s e l i n e  
system. 
Asbudar i f  ( 2 )  and Raudhinupur ( 3 ) ,  w i t h  a l e n g t h  of 92 
n a u t i c a l  m i l e s ,  i s  t h e  l o n g e s t  b a s e l i n e  i n  t h e  system. 
The s h o r t e s t  s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e ,  4 .2  n a u t i c a l  m i l e s ,  con- 
n e c t s  R i f s t a n g i  ( 4 )  w i t h  Hraunhafnar tangi  ( 5 ) .  

b a s e l i n e s  u t i l i z e s  C h a r t  N . O .  38035 (H.O. 6 9 1 0 ,  1st ed . ,  
A p r i l  28, 1958; r e v i s e d  A p r i l  11, 1966)  p u b l i s h e d  by t h e  
U . S .  Navy Oceanographic  O f f i c e .  

The new b a s e l i n e  on t h e  n o r t h  c o a s t  c o n n e c t i n g  

The f o l l o w i n g  poin t -by-poin t  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  s t r a i g h t  

Segment Distance (n.m. 1 

1-2 56.75 

2-3 92.00 

Comments 

Closes Hunaf lo i  by connec- 
t i n s  t h e  w e s t e r n  head land ,  
Horn (l), w i t h  Asbudar i f  ( 2 1 ,  
which i s  a c h a i n  o f  d r y i n g  and 
above-water r o c k s  t h a t  ex tends  
nor thward  a b o u t  5/8 n.m. from 
t h e  mainland. 

3 

The 1 9 7 2  b a s e l i n e  removed f o u r  
b a s e l i n e s  from t h e  1 9 6 1  
sys tem,  t h e r e b y  encompassing 
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Segment Dis tance  (n.m.) 

3- 4 

4- 5 

5-6 

6-7 

7- 8 

8-9 

8.40 

4 .20  

37.40 

57.70 

21.00 

5 . 4 0  

Comments 

more i n t e r n a l  waters. The new 
b a s e l i n e  connect ing 
Asbudarif ( 2 )  w i t h  Raudhinupur 
( 3 )  i s  t h e  l o n g e s t  segment of 
t h e  system. The new b a s e l i n e  
may be cons idered  t o  be un- 
reasonably long s i n c e  t h e  1 9 6 1  
b a s e l i n e  system more c l o s e l y  
approximated t h e  g e n e r a l  d i r e c -  
t i o n  o f  t h e  c o a s t l i n e  and d i d  
e f f e c t i v e l y  p r o t e c t  I c e l a n d i c  
i n t e r n a l  waters. 

Connects Raudhinupur ( 3 )  w i t h  
R i f s t a n g i  ( 4 ) ,  which i s  t h e  
northernmost p o i n t  o f  t h e  Ice- 
l a n d i c  mainland. 

Connects R i f s t a n g i  ( 4 )  wi th  
Hraunhafnartangi ( 5 )  , which i s  
a s p i t  ex tending  about  1 n.m. 
northward from t h e  mainland. 

Closes T h i s t i l f j o r d h u r  by con- 
n e c t i n g  t h e  wes tern  headland, 
Hraunhafnartangi ( 5 )  , wi th  
Langanes ( 6 )  , which i s  t h e  
e a s t e r n  headland. 

Closes B a k k a f l o i ,  Vopanfjordur,  
Heradhsfloi, and Borgar f jordhur  
by connect ing t h e  no r the rn  
headland o f  Bakkafloi ,  
Langanes ( 6 )  , w i t h  t h e  southern  
headland of  Borgar f jordhur ,  
G le t t i nganes  ( 7 ) .  

Closes a number o f  s m a l l  f j o r d s  
by connect ing Gle t t i nganes  ( 7 )  
w i t h  Nordfjardarhorn ( 8 ) .  

Connects Nordfjardarhorn ( 8 )  
w i t h  Gerp i r  (9), which i s  t h e  
eas te rnmost  p o i n t  of t h e  Ice- 
l a n d i c  mainland. 
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Segment Distance (n.m.1 Comments 

9-10 5.50 Connects Gerp i r  (9), on t h e  
mainland, w i th  Holmur (101, a 
s m a l l  o f f s h o r e  i s l a n d .  * 

10-11 

11-12 

12-13 

13-14 

14-15 

15-16 

42.75 

1 6  . 00 

30 . 80 

7.70 

14.50 

24.70 

Connects Holmur ( 1 0 )  w i th  

l y i n g  1 3/4 n.m. from t h e  main- 
land. Hv i t inga r  should  n o t  be 
used as a basepo in t  because it 
i s  a low-t ide e l e v a t i o n .  The 
1958 Geneva Convention on the 
Territorial  Sea and Contiguous Zone 
states i n  A r t i c l e  4-3  t h a t :  
Baselines shall not be drawn t o  or 
f r o m  low-tide elevations, unless 
lighthouses or similar instal lat ions 
which are permanently above sea level 
have been b u i l t  on them. The new 
b a s e l i n e  reduced I c e l a n d i c  
i n t e r n a l  waters minimally s i n c e  
o f f s h o r e  i s l a n d s  l i e  seaward. 

Hv i t inga r  (ll), which i s  a rock J 

Connects Hvi t ingar  (11) w i t h  
Stokksnes ( 1 2 ) ,  which i s  on 
t h e  mainland. 

Connects Stokksnes ( 1 2 )  wi th  
Hrol laugseyjar  (13), which is  
made up of t h r e e  f l a t  i s le ts  
about  4 1 / 2  n.m. offshore.  

Connects ,Hrol laugsye j  a r  (1 3 )  
w i t h  Tvisker  (14), which i s  
made up of  t w o  s m a l l  i s le ts  
l y i n g  5 n.m. o f f s h o r e .  

Connects Tvisker  ( 1 4 )  w i th  
Ingo l f shofdh i  ( 1 5 ) ,  which i s  on 
a s m a l l  pen insu la  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  
t h e  mainland by an extremely 
narrow passage. 

' 

Connects Ingo l f shofdh i  (15)  w i t h  
Hva l s ik i  (16), which i s  a r i v e r  
mouth on a ra ther  smooth coast- 
l i n e .  T h e r e  seems t o  be l i t t l e  
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Segment Distance h e m .  1 Comments 

16-17 

17-18 

18-19 

19-20 

20-21 

21-22 

14 .50  

-- 

j u s t i f i c a t i o n  f o r .  t he  cons t ruc-  
t i o n  o f  t h i s  l i n e ' w h e n  p h y s i c a l  
f e a t u r e s  a r e  taken  i n t o  account .  

Connects H v a l s i k i  ( 1 6 )  w i t h  
Medallandssandur I ( 1 7 ) .  The 
l a t t e r  i s  l o c a t e d  on a small  
s p i t  on an o the rwise  smooth 
coast. Seems t o  be l i t t l e  
r a t i o n a l e  f o r  u s ing  P o i n t  1 7  
as a basepo in t .  

Two p o i n t s  are n o t  connected 
by a b a s e l i n e .  , 

6.20 Connects Medallandssandur I1 (181, 
which is  an i n s i g n i f i c a n t  p o i n t  
on a s t r a i g h t  c o a s t l i n e ,  w i t h  
Myrnatangi (19), &icE  is  t h e  
southwest  end o f  a coastal  
i s l a n d .  The s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e  
between t h e  t w o  p o i n t s  serves 
no f u n c t i o n  because it i s  coex- 
t e n s i v e  w i t h  t h e  c o a s t l i n e  a long  
t h e  i s l a n d .  

14.50 

11.20 

36.80 

Connects Myrnatangi ( 1 9 )  w i t h  
Ko t lu t ang i  ( 2 0 ) ,  which i s  a 
f l a t  s t re tch of sand on a smooth 
c o a s t l i n e .  There is  no need 
fo r  t h e  s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e  as it 
i s  coextens ive  w i t h  t h e  coast- 
l i n e .  

Connects Ko t lu t ang i  ( 2 0 )  w i t h  
Lundadrangur ( 2 1 ) ,  which i s  an  
i s le t  about  3/4 n.m. o f f s h o r e .  

Connects Lundadrangur ( 2 1 )  w i t h  
Ge i r fug la ske r  ( 2 2 )  , an  i s l e t  
some 1 5  1 / 2  n.m. from the main- 
land.  This  segment of t h e  
s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e s  d e v i a t e s  
markedly from t h e  g e n e r a l  t r e n d  
o f  t h e  coast. O f  i n t e r e s t  i s  
t h e  i s l a n d  o f  S u r t s e y ,  3 n.m. 
southwest  o f  G e i r f u g l a s j e r ,  
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Segment Dis tance  (n.m. ) 

22-23  70.30 

23-24 5.50 

24-25 

25-26 

74 .10  

40.30 

Comments 

which i s  t h e  r e s u l t  of  a vol- 
c a n i c  e r u p t i o n  i n  1963. 
Su r t sey  i s  probably n o t  used 
as a basepo in t  because of  t h e  
u n c e r t a i n t y  as t o  i t s  longev i ty .  

Connects Ge i r fug la ske r  ( 2 2 )  
wi th  Eldeyjardrangur  (23) , which 
i s  a rock 8 n.m. o f f s h o r e .  This 
segment of t h e  b a s e l i n e  t r e n d s  
i n  a no r thwes te r ly  d i r e c t i o n ,  
r e t u r n i n g  closer t o  t h e  mainland 
than  P o i n t  22 .  

Connects Eldeyjardrangur  (23) 
wi th  Geirfugladrangur  ( 2 4 )  , 
which is  a rock 1 6  n.m. o f f -  
shore .  ( I t  w a s  r epor t ed  on 
A p r i l  1 8 ,  1 9 7 2 ,  t h a t  
Geirfuglandrangur  had disap-  
peared. N o  s t a t emen t  announcing 
t h e  red iscovery  of t h e  rock has  
been r ece ived . )  The ques t ion  
arises as t o  why Po in t  23 w a s  
des igna ted  a basepo in t  when i n  
view of  t h e  I c e l a n d i c  method of 
d e l i m i t i n g  b a s e l i n e s  it would 
seem t h a t  they  would have con- 
nec ted  Ge i r fug la ske r  ( 2 2 )  
d i r e c t l y  t o  Geirfugladrangur  ( 2 4 ) .  

Connects Geirfugladrangur  ( 2 4 )  
w i th  Skalasnagi  ( 2 5 ) ,  which i s  
a c o a s t a l  p o i n t  on t h e  
Snae fe l l snes  peninsula .  The 
l i n e  connect ing t h e  t w o  p o i n t s  
form t h e  c l o s i n g  l i n e  f o r  t h e  
F a x a f l o i ,  which is  an h i s t o r i c  
bay. The t w o  basepo in t s  are 
n o t  headlands of  t h e  F a x a f l o i .  

Closes t h e  h i s t o r i c  bay of  
Rre idaf jordhur  by connect ing 
Skalasnagi  ( 2 5 ) ,  a p o i n t  nea r  
t h e  southern  headland o f  t h e  
f j o r d ,  w i t h  Bjarg tangar  ( 2 6 ) ,  
which i s  t h e  no r the rn  headland 
o f  t h e  f j o r d .  
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t 

Segment D i s t a n c e  (n.m.1 Comments 

26-27  2 1 . 0 0  Connects  B j a r g t a n g a r  (26)  w i t h  
Kopanes ( 2 7 1 ,  which i s  t h e  
n o r t h e r n  head land  o f  
T a l k n a f j o r d h u r  and t h e  s o u t h e r n  
head land  of A r n a r f j o r d h u r .  

27-28 

28-29 

29-30 

30-31 

TOTAL 

1 7 . 1 0  

27.40 

5.60 

1 0 . 9 0  

783.20 

Connects  Kopanes ( 2 7 )  w i t h  
Bardi (281,  which i s  t h e  sou th -  
e r n  head land  o f  Onundarf jordhur .  

Connects  Bard i  (28)  w i t h  
Straumnes ( 2 9 1 ,  which i s  a 
prominent  p o i n t  on a s m a l l  i n l e t .  

Connects  Straumnek ( 2 9 )  w i t h  
Kogurnes (30), which i s  t h e  
head land  c f  a s m a l l  bay .  

Connects  Kogurnes ( 3 0 )  w i t h  
Horn (31), a p e n i n s u l a  a l s o  
c a l l e d  North Cape. 

N o  s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e s  are drawn around t h e  f o l l o w i n g  base-  
p o i n t s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  each  i s l a n d  h a s  a 50 n.m. f i s h e r y  l i m i t .  

32 Kolbe insey  (67' 07 '  N . ,  18" 3 6 '  W . ) .  T h i s  
s m a l l  i s l e t  l i es  55 n.m. n o r t h  o f  t h e  main- 
l a n d .  

33 Hvalbakur  ( 6 4 '  36' N . ,  13' 1 5 '  W.j. A small 
i s l e t  1 9  n.m. o f f  t h e  e a s t e r n  main land .  

SUMMARY 

G e n e r a l l y ,  t h e  I c e l a n d i c  sys tem of s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e s  
f o l l o w s  t h e  c r i t e r i a  e s t a b l i s h e d  by A r t i c l e  4 o f  t h e  1 9 5 8  
Geneva Convention on the Territorial Sea and the  Contiguous Zone. 
Tha t  i s ,  t h e  b a s e l i n e s  do n o t  d e p a r t  markedly from t h e  
g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  c o a s t ,  and t h e  l a r g e  f j o r d s  of t h e  
d e e p l y  i n d e n t e d  c o a s t l i n e  appea r  t o  b e  l i n k e d  c l o s e l y  
enough w i t h  t h e  l a n d  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  w i t h i n  t h e  regime of 
i n t e r n a l  w a t e r s .  However, a s e r i o u s  q u e s t i o n  arises abou t  
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t h e  v a l i d i t y  of  s t r a i g h t  base l ines  drawn around an i s l a n d  
group or archipelago.  I t  is  n o t  a gene ra l ly  accepted 
t e n e t  of  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  t h a t  s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e s  can 
be drawn around i s l a n d s  or i s l a n d  groups, even though some 
l a r g e r  i n s u l a r  areas have been so enclosed (Madagascar, 
I r e l a n d ,  and t h e  United Kingdom). In  a s c e r t a i n i n g  t h e  
v a l i d i t y  of t h e  I ce l and ic  a c t i o n s  i n  promulgating s t r a i g h t  
b a s e l i n e s ,  it must be determined whether o r  n o t  Ice land  
i s  t o  be considered an i s l a n d  f o r  purposes of cons t ruc t ing  
s t r a i g h t  base l ines .  I f  so, it i s  no t  genera l ly  accepted 
t h a t  s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e s  can be drawn about i s l ands .  On 
t h e  o t h e r  hand, i f  Iceland is  considered t o  have t h e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  of  a mainland f e a t u r e ,  it is more widely 
accepted t h a t  reasonable base l ines  can be drawn about 
such an area i n  a manner which br ings  c o a s t a l  i s l a n d s  
i n t o  t h e  regime of  t h e  coastal conf igura t ion .  

One basepoint ,  however, does not  meet the  spec i f i ca -  
t i o n s  set  f o r t h  i n  t h e  above Convention. N o  low-tide 
e l eva t ions  are t o  be used as basepoin ts  un less  a permanent 
above-water i n s t a l l a t i o n  i s  p resen t  on t h e  f e a t u r e .  This 
r u l e  w a s  v i o l a t e d  i n  t h e  i n i t i a l  1952 r egu la t ion ,  bu t  t h e  
a c t i o n  was taken before  t h e  advent of t h e  1958 Geneva 
Convention. However, Iceland could have r e c t i f i e d  t h e  
discrepancy by no t  using Hvit ingar  (11) as a basepoint  i n  
t h e  1 9 6 1  and 1972 dec la ra t ions .  

The I ce l and ic  base l ines  conta in  four  segments which 
exceed t h e  length  of  t h e  longes t  basel ine approved by t h e  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Court of J u s t i c e  ( I C J )  i n  t h e  Anglo-Norwegian 
Fisheries Case. The I C J  on December 1 8 ,  1951, approved a 
Norwegian s t r a i g h t  base l ine  4 4  n.m. long. The four  exten- 
s i v e  I c e l a n d i c  b a s e l i n e s  are: 1 - 2 (56.75 n.m.) , 2 - 3 
(92 .00  n.m.), 6 - 7 (57.7 n.m.),  2 2  - 23 (70.3 n.m.1, and 
2 4  - 25 ( 7 4 . 1  n.m.1. 

The I ce l and ic  b a s e l i n e s ,  although q u i t e  lengthy,  are 
no t  t h e  longes t  i n  t h e  world. Burma has b a s e l i n e s  of 
222.3 n.m. and 80 .8  n.m. i n  l eng th ,  and Madagascar has 
t h r e e  b a s e l i n e s  w i t h  l engths  of 1 2 3 . 1  n.m., and 117.7  n.m., 
and 86.0 n.m. 




