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STRAIGHT BASELINES: SVALBARD 

The Government o f  Norway, by a Royal Decree o f  September 25, 1970, es tabl ished 
s t r a i g h t  baseline systems about Bjarnbya (Bear Island), Hopen (island),  and the  
western and southern shores of the  Svalbard archipelago. 
Decree del imit  the  Bjdrndya system; No. 18 - 25, Hopen; and the remainder cover 
Sval bard. 

The points No. 1 - 17 of the  

The t e x t  of the  Decree i s  as follows: 

Royal Decree o f  September 25, 1970 concerning the  demarcation of the  sea 
t e r r i t o r y  f o r  par t s  o f  Sval bard 

THE FOREIGN MINISTRY 

r e c o m m e n d s :  

The l i m i t  o f  the Norwegian sea t e r r i t o r y  a t  Svalbard i n  the  area a t  
BjdrnBya (Bear Is land)  and Hopen and in  the area from Verlegenhuken to  
Halvmhebya sha l l  be drawn (op. Royal Decree o f  February 2 2 ,  1812) four  
nautical  miles outs ide and para l le l  with s t r a i g h t  baselines between the 
f o l  1 owing poi n t s  : 

No. of 
point Name o f  the  point Northern l a t .  Posit ion 

of the point East 
longitude. 
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2 
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a 
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10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

Kei 1 haubya 

Kapp R u t h  

Kapp Hanna 

Uts tei n 

Drangane 

Snyta 

F1 i sa 

Emma hol mane 

Nordkapp 

Havhestholmen 

Mgkes tauren 

Framnes 

Kapp Nordenskiild 

Kapp Levin 

Brettingdal en odde 

Makehol men 

Kapp Kol thoff  

74 20,5 

- 24,8 

- 26,2 

- 28,6 

- 29,3 

- 30,O 

- 30,2 

- 30,9 

- 31,3 

- 31,2 

- 30,9 

- 28,3 

- 28,O 

- 27,l 

- 26,4 

- 21,9 

74 20,9 

19 04,4 

18 53,2 

- 49,8 

- 45,6 

- 46,8 

- 48,4 

- 49,4 

- 56,4 

19 06,5 

- 08,4 

- 10,2 

- 17,3 

- 17,4 

- 16,9 

- 16,5 

- 12,o 

19 07,4 



- 2 -  

No. o f  
p o i n t  

Name o f  p o i n t  Nor thern  l a t .  P o s i t i o n  East 
o f  t h e  p o i n t  l o n g i t u d e .  

18 
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21 
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30 
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35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 
49 

50 

51 

52 

Kapp Thor 

Ves terodden 

As khe i  modden 

NV f o r  K o l l  e r f  j e l l  e t  

V f o r  F l a t s a l e n  

Be isaren  

O s t l i g s t e  p y n t  

Skums k j e r a  

Ver l  egenhu ken 

Hof fen  

Vel koms t ypn ten  

Biskayerhuken 

Kobbeskjera, N 

P)rneBya 
Y t te rho lmane , N 

Hamburgerbukta , s k j a e r  u t e n f o r  

Tredjebreen, s k j a e r  u t e n f o r  

Kapp M i t r a ,  y t t e r s t e  s k j a e r  

Fuglehuken, V s k j a e r  

Kapp Sietoe, N odde 

F i d r a s t e i e n  

Kverodden, s k j a e r  
Plankeholmane, S 

Sa lsk je ra ,  S 
SV Agskjera (Daudmannsodden) 

Kapp L i  nne' , Rev1 eodden 

Holme NV f o r  S t  Hanshl-e 

L igneset ,  v 
Dunderholmane 

M i  ddag s s k j e r a  

Sk jae r  SV av O lsh l  
Sva r t s te inane  (SV av Kroghryggen) 

Dunbyane 

U t s k j e r e t  ( S  av S u f f o l  kpynten) 

Br imingen 

76 27,2 

- 27,7 

- 30,O 

- 34,O 

- 42,O 

- 43,O 

- 42,8 

76 27,4 

80 03,7 

- 02,4 

79 52,8 

- 50,6 

- 54,5 
- 52,3 

- 46,2 

- 32,O 
- 20,6 

- 06,7 

78 53,6 

- 47,2 

- 42,5 

- 27,3 
- 12,5 

- 12,l 

- 11,9 

- 03,O 

77 53,4 

- 45,2 

- 29,3 

- 25,l 
- 12,7 
- 07,O 

- 03,3 

76 51,3 

- 43,l 

24 55,5 

- 53,5 

- 56,5 

25 06,8 

- 25,8 

- 29,8 

- 30,O - 
24 59,5 

16 15,6 

14 30,8 

13 46,3 

12 24,8 

11 39,9 
- 16,7 

10 35,O 

- 40,3 
- 51,7 

11 09,8 

10 28,6 

- 30,7 

- 37,5 

11 04,5 

- 57,8 

12 06,8 

- 59,8 

13 35,5 

- 32,8 

- 43,8 

- 54,l 

- 53,2 
14 14,2 
- 36,O 

- 57,8 

15 30,3 

- 54,5 



No. o f  
p o i n t  

Name o f  p o i n t  Nor thern  l a t .  P o s i t i o n  Eas t  
o f  t h e  p o i n t  1 ong i  tude. 

53 
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59 
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64 

65 

66 

67 
68 

69 

70 
71 

72 
73 

74 
75 

76 

77 

78 

79 

80 

81 
82 

a3 

Svar ts  k j e r e t  - 32,3 

Bra t t h o l  men - 28,2 

Sdrkapp fa l l  e t  - 26,5 

F l a k s k j e r e t ,  S - 28,O 

T r i s te inane ,  S a  - 32,9 

Dums k o l  t e n  - 42,4 

Davislaguna (ved Hedgehog f je l l e t )  - 58,6 

Odde mellom Markhambr. - C r o l l b r .  77 10,9 
Kval v igen, SV - 25,O 

B - 29,5 

Kval hovden - 31,5 

Thomsonbreen, odde i S - 37,5 

Beresnikovbreen, odde i S - 48,2 

Kapp D u f f e r i n  - 57,2 

I1 

SP, f o r  A g a r d h f j e l l e t  78 03,2 
I1 a - 05,9 

Kapp Johannesen - 13,5 

Jakimovi  tsglyane , SV 78 12,O 

Kapp Lee, V - 04,8 

B1 ankeodden 77 58,8 
Kapp S p t r e r  - 49,5 

Sk jae r  V f o r  Russebukta - 35,l 
V holme i f j o r d e n  - 31,7 

Kval pynten - 26,6 

Kong Ludvigglyane, V - 16,7 

U t s i r a  (mellom 77 og 79) - 06,O 

Hioyane, V 76 56,l 

S - 55,2 

77 03,l 

I1 

Braekholmholmane, S0 (mellom 80 Og 82) 
Menkedyane, SP, - 08,9 

Hal vmineoya , P, - 16,4 

16 19,2 

- 31,2 

- 38,l 

- 49,O 

17 03,8 
- 10,o 

- 19,5 

- 26,O 
- 36,7 

18 13,2 

- 16,2 

- 20,2 

- 26,5 

- 29,O 

- 56,7 
19 02,2 

- 04,O 

20 24,2 

- 46,8 

21 12,5 
- 23,7 

20 47,4 
- 02,2 

- 51 ,O 
21 12,5 

- 16,O 
- 16,8 

21 20,5 

22 12,o 

- 50,4 

23 18,O 
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ANALYSIS 

Bjdrndya i s  a pear-shaped i s l a n d  measuring approximately 10.7 n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  
a long i t s  ma jor  ax i s .  
be descr ibed as deep ly  indented  o r  c u t  i n t o .  
t h e  shore, b u t  t h e  pr imary  basepoints a re  mainland headlands. 
a s t r a i g h t - b a s e l i n e  segment (1  - 2 )  i s  approx imate ly  5.25 n a u t i c a l  m i l es .  

and sca rce l y  a m i l e  i n  w id th .  E i g h t  s t r a i g h t - b a s e l i n e  segments e n c i r c l e  t h e  
f e a t u r e l e s s  c o a s t l i n e  w i t h  l i t t l e  j u s t i f i c a t i o n  and o n l y  a minor  e f f e c t  on t h e  o u t e r  
l i m i t  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea. The longes t  segment (24 - 25) i s  about 15 n a u t i c a l  
m i l e s  i n  l eng th .  

Sva lbard 's  s t r a i g h t  base l i nes  extend f rom t h e  no r the rn  cape of Ny F r i e s  Land 
on Vestsp i tsbergen a long t h e  e n t i r e  western coas t  o f  t h e  i s l a n d .  The coas ta l  areas 
are  h e a v i l y  f j o r d e d  and f r i n g e d  w i t h  many smal l  i s l a n d s  and rocks.  The southeas t  
coas t ,  i n  c o n t r a s t ,  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  smooth and lacks  deep embayments. Of  i n t e r e s t ,  
severa l  o f  t h e  s t r a i g h t  base l ines  i n t e r s e c t  g l a c i e r s  which p r o j e c t  seaward o f  t h e  
base l ines .  
on t h e  conc lus ion . )  
t h e  example o f  Sva lbard  may a f f e c t  f u t u r e  t rea tment  o f  coas ta l ,  g l a c i a l  tongues as 
"spec ia l  c i rcumstances" f o r  t h e  measurement o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea. 

The f i n a l  s e c t o r  o f  t h e  system serves t o  " t i e "  t h e  i s l a n d  o f  Edgedya t o  
Vestspi  tsbergen. 
and smal l  i s l e t s  o f  t h e  Tusendyane w i t h i n  t h e  Sva lbard  i n t e r n a l  waters.  The 
land/water  r a t i o  i n  t h i s  s e c t i o n  would be exceed ing ly  sma l l .  

18.5 n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  i n  l e n g t h .  
10 n a u t i c a l  m i l e s .  The c o a s t l i n e  o f  Sva lbard  bears a remarkable resemblance t o  t h e  
no r the rn  coas t  o f  Norway and consequent ly i s  w e l l - s u i t e d  t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a 
s t r a i g h t - b a s e l i n e  system. 

The c o a s t l i n e  o f  t h e  i s l a n d  i s  se r ra ted ,  b u t  i t  can s c a r c e l y  
A few s c a t t e r e d  and i s o l a t e d  i s l e t s  d o t  

The maximum l e n g t h  of 

Hopen, i n  con t ras t ,  i s  an e longated  i s l a n d  n e a r l y  15 n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  i n  l e n g t h  

(Note: The c h a r t  accuracy may be of a low degree which cou ld  c a s t  doubt 
However, i f  more accura te  cha r t s  show t h i s  c o n d i t i o n  t o  p r e v a i l  , 

The segments cont inue southward t o  i n c l u d e  t h e  i s o l a t e d ,  detached, 

The l o n g e s t  s i n g l e  segment o f  t h e  s t r a i g h t  base l ines  (26 - 27) i s  approx imate ly  
The average l e n g t h  o f  segment appears t o  be about 

Norway i s  n o t  a p a r t y  t o  t h e  Geneva Convention on t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  Sea. 




