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STRAIGHT BASELINES: GUINEA 

The Government of Guinea has created a straight-base1 ine system by Pres ident ia l  Decree 
No. 244,  dated June 3,  1964. A t r ans l a t ion  of the Journal Off ic ie l  of Ju ly  1 ,  1964, i s  
as follows: 

By Decree of the  President of the  Republic: 

as follows: 

-To the  nor th ,  by pa ra l l e l  o f  a l t i t u d e  10'56'42.55" north,  and  

-To the south ,  by para l le l  o f  a l t i t u d e  9'03'18" north, along a distance 
of 130 sea miles seaward, reckoning from a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  passing by the  
south-west of Sene Island of the Tr i s tao  group, and t o  the south,  by the 
south-west foreland (cape) of Tamara Island, a t  low tide. 

vessels.  

The l imi t s  of t e r r i t o r i a l  waters i n  the Republic of Guinea a r e  fixed 

Fishing ins ide  Guinean t e r r i t o r i a l  waters i s  prohibited t o  foreign 

Infringement t o  s t i pu la t ions  of Ar t i c l e  11 o f  the  present Order is  
l i a b l e  t o  a f i n e  of 500,000 t o  1,000,000 GF. 
contravention i s  repeated. 

There i s  recidivism, when within a delay of 2 years a court  sentence 
has been given aga ins t  the  offender f o r  his v io la t ion  of above noted 
s t ipu la t ions .  

Agents of the Marine Marchande [agency similar t o  the Coast Guard] 
whose duty is  t o  control and watch t e r r i t o r i a l  waters,  Agents of Customs 
a n d  those of t he  National Navy, in general a l l  jud ic ia ry  o f f i ce r s  a r e  
e n t i t l e d  t o  e s t ab l i sh  the contraventions, draw u p  o f f i c i a l  repor t s ,  conduct 
or have someone conduct the v io l a to r s  t o  the nearest  port .  

and any o ther  j u s t i f i c a t o r y  document to  the  Off ic ia l  i n  charge of the Marine 
Marchande o r  to the  Governor of the  Administrative Region involved. 

This f i n e  is  doubled i f  

W i t h i n  the  three  days following disembarkment, they must submit  their repor t s  

The Officer o r  t he  Agent who conducted or arranged to  conduct the  hailed 
vessel should leave i t  a t  the disposal of the Merchande which will s e i ze  
the  f i sh ing  equipment. 

F i s h i n g  proceeds, i f  any, sha l l  be a l so  seized and sold by public 
auction under the  supervision of t he  Off ic ia l  i n  charge of the Marine 
Marchande a f t e r  au thor i sa t ion  given by the Governor of the Region. 
proceeds sha l l  be paid in to  the Treasury. Independently of the f i n e  s t a t ed  
i n  Ar t i c l e  I11 above, the competent cour t  wi l l  order the confiscation of 
f i sh ing  instruments and equipment, the use of which led  t o  the v io la t ion .  
I t  a l so  orders the confiscation of the pr ice  o f  f i sh ing  proceeds seized on 
the  vessel .  
treasury.  

They will  be i n s t i t u t e d  w i t h i n  th ree  months following the day the contravention 
was es tab l i shed .  

Sales 

T h i s  p r ice  a s  well as the  amount of f i n e  a r e  a l l  p a i d  i n to  the 

Proceedings sha l l  take place a t  the d iscre t ion  of the  Attorney General. 

Proceedings a r e  held before the Court of Petty Sessions (Tribunal de 
Pol i c e  Correctionnel ) w i t h i n  the ju r i sd i c t ion  of which the  por t  where Ke  
v i o l a t i o n  took place is  located. 

The  court  sha l l  ru l e  w i t h i n  the shortest possible delay. 
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If t h e  c o n v i c t e d  man does n o t  pay t h e  t o t a l i t y  o f  h i s  charges, t h e  

I f  t h e  c o n v i c t e d  lodges an appeal o r  o p p o s i t i o n ,  he may ask t h e  c o u r t  

vessel s h a l l  be de ta ined  u n t i l  t h e  complete payment o f  these charges. 

f o r  f r e e  e x i t  o f  t h e  vessel by  d e p o s i t i n g  t h e  amount o f  t h e  f i n e  and o f  
a l l  o t h e r  charges. 

The o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  r e g u l a t i o n s  govern ing f i s h i n g  w i t h i n  Guinean 
t e r r i t o r i a l  waters  w i l l  be t h e  o b j e c t  o f  a decree t o  be i ssued  by  t h e  
M i n i s t e r  o f  T ranspor t .  

ANALYSIS 

The P r e s i d e n t i a l  Decree u n i l a t e r a l l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  sea boundar ies between Guinea and 
Portuguese Guinea, 
and S i e r r a  Leone, on t h e  south, a long  t h e  p a r a l l e l  o f  9"03'18" Nor th.  
d i s t a n c e  between these two p a r a l l e l s  measures approx ima te l y  113.5 n a u t i c a l  m i l e s .  
o f  t h e  two s e l e c t e d  p a r a l l e l s  appear t o  rep resen t  t h e  seaward t e r m i n i  o f  t h e  two i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
l a n d  boundaries a l though  t h e r e  i s  some doubt  t h a t  t h e  p r e c i s i o n  o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  l i m i t ,  f o r  
example, i s  j u s t i f i e d .  

Guinea a r e  s i t u a t e d  south o f  t h e  u n i l a t e r a l  boundary. The Portuguese s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e s  f o r  
t h e  overseas p r o v i n c e  a l s  

on t h e  n o r t h ,  a long  t h e  p a r a l l e l  o f  lO"56'42.55" North; and between Guinea 

The va lues 
The p e r p e n d i c u l a r  

On t h e  n o r t h ,  I h l a  Poil 'Zo and c e r t a i n  l o w - t i d e  e l e v a t i o n s  assoc ia ted  w i t h  Portuguese 

extend sou th  o f  t h e  sea boundary; Po i l ao ,  i n  f a c t ,  serves as a 

The P r e s i d e n t i a l  Decree a l s o  c r e a t e d  a c la imed t e r r i t o r i a l  sea o f  130 n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  

The Guinean s t r a i g h t - b a s e l i n e  system i s  unique. 

basepo in t  f o r  t h e  system. 9 

f o r  Guinea. 

connec t ing  t h e  nor thernmost  Guinean i s l a n d  t o  t h e  most-seaward sou the rn  i s l a n d .  The s t r a i g h t  
b a s e l i n e  measures n e a r l y  120 n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  i n  l e n g t h .  The language o f  t h e  decree, however, 
i s  ambiguous, and t h e  d e f i n e d  l i n e  c o u l d  ex tend  beyond t h e  I l e  Tamara presumably t o  t h e  
u n i l a t e r a l  sea boundary w i t h  S i e r r a  Leone. The t e x t  desc r ibes  t h e  l i n e  as "pass ing by "  t h e  
southwest cape o f  Tamara a l though  no terminus i s  p rov ided .  It i s  assumed, as a r e s u l t ,  t h a t  
t h e  l i n e  as mapped on t h e  a t t a c h e d  c h a r t  i s  a reasonably  a c c u r a t e  p o r t r a y a l  o f  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  
t h e  Decree. Should t h e  s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e  c o n t i n u e  t o  t h e  S i e r r a  Leonean l i n e ,  an a d d i t i o n a l  
37 n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  would be added t o  produce a t o t a l  l e n g t h  o f  157 n a u t i c a l  m i l e s .  

The s t r a i g h t  base l i ne ,  as s ta ted ,  i s  un ique i n  t h e  w o r l d  p r a c t i c e  o f  s t a t e s .  
c o a s t l i n e  o f  Guinea, i n  a d d i t i o n ,  can s c a r c e l y  be d e f i n e d  as "deeply  i nden ted  and c u t  i n t o "  
o r  " f r i n g e d  w i t h  i s l a n d s " .  The s t r a i g h t  base l i ne ,  however, does mark t h e  l i m i t  o f  shoal waters  
f o r  i t s  e n t i r e  l e n g t h  w i t h  t h e  excep t ion  o f  a b a y - l i k e  i n d e n t a t i o n  o p p o s i t e  Tabor ia  
(9'56'N.; 13'56'W.). 
f r o m  shoal  water .  

have been used t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  p rev ious  s t u d i e s  of t h i s  s e r i e s .  

s i t u a t e d  seaward o f  t h e  s t r a i g h t  base l i ne .  As a consequence o f  t h e  genera l  d i r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  
coast ,  t h e  extreme b read th  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea, and t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  A l c a t r a z ,  t h e  s t r a i g h t  
b a s e l i n e  has l i t t l e  e f f e c t  on t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  o u t e r  l i m i t  o f  t h e  c la imed Guinean 
t e r r i  t o r i  a1 sea. 

One s t r a i g h t  l i n e  has been drawn 

The 

I n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Tabor ia ,  t h e  s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e  i s  14 n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  

The system does n o t  o the rw ise  meet t h e  genera l  s tandards f o r  s t r a i g h t  base l i nes  which 

I n  t h e  nor thwest ,  t h e  I l e  A l c a t r a z  and assoc ia ted  r o c k s  and l o w - t i d e  e l e v a t i o n s  a r e  

1. See I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Boundary Study Ser ies  A No. 30, November 13, 1970, " S t r a i g h t  Basel ines:  
Portuguese Guinea". 




