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ST2.4 I GHT BAS EL I N ES : MAUR I T I US 

By an a c t  o f  par l ia inent ,  t h e  Government o f  M a u r i t i u s  on A p r i l  16, 1970, e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i v e  bas i s  f o r  a system o f  s t r a i g h t  base l ines .  
have n o t  been drawn on o f f i c i a l l y  approved cha r t s ,  n o r  have they  been d u l y  p u b l i c i z e d .  

To our  knowledge, . s t r a i g h t  base l i nes  

The T e r r i t o r i a l  Sea A c t ,  1970, as i ssued by t h e  Government P r i n t e r ,  i s  as f o l l o w s :  

THE TERRITORIAL SEA ACT, 1970 

A c t  No. 4 o f  1970 

1 .  T h i s  A c t  may be 

2. I n  t h i s  Act,  un 

t "base l i ne "  has 
t h i s  Act;  

a t  h i g h  t i d e  
been so cons 

"Maur i t i us "  i n c  
of t h e  S t a t e  

" nau t i ca 1 m i  1 e 'I 
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An A c t  

To make p r o v i s i o n  w i t h  respec t  t o  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea o f  M a u r i t i u s  

ENACTED by t h e  Par l iament  o f  M a u r i t i u s ,  as f o l l o w s - -  

c i t e d  as t h e  T e r r i t o r i a l  Sea Act, 1970. Shor t  t i t l e .  

ess t h e  c o n t e x t  o the rw ise  requ i res - -  

he meaning assigned t o  i t  by s e c t i o n  5 o f  

"bay" means an i n d e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  coas t  t he  area o f  which i s  
n o t  l e s s  than t h a t  o f  a s e m i - c i r c l e  the diameter o f  which 
i s  a l i n e  drawn across t h e  mouth o f  t h e  i n d e n t a t i o n .  For 
t h e  purpose o f  t h i s  d e f i n i t i o n ,  t h e  area o f  an i n d e n t a t i o n  
s h a l l  be taken t o  be  the area bounded by low water  mark 
around t h e  shore o f  t h e  i n d e n t a t i o n  and t h e  s t r a i g h t  l i n e  
j o i n i n y  t h e  low water  marks a t  i t s  n a t u r a l  en t rance p o i n t s ;  

"Ch ie f  Surveyor' '  means t h e  C h i e f  Surveyor o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  o f  
Housing, Lands and Town and Country Planning; 

" low t i d e  e l e v a t i o n "  means a n a t u r a l l y  formed area o f  l a n d  which 
i s  surrounded by, and above, water  a t  low t i d e  b u t  submerged 

and on which a l i g h t h o u s e  o r  o t h e r  s t r u c t u r e  has 
r u c t e d  as t o  be perrrianently above sea l e v e l ;  

udes a l l  t h e  i s l a n d s  under t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  
o f  Mauri t i  us ; 

means t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  n a u t i c a l  m i l e .  

I n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  

- 
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T e r r i t o r i a l  
sea. 

I n t e r n a l  
waters.  

Base l i ne  o f  
t e r r i t o r i a l  
sea. 

3. The t e r r i t o r i a l  sea o f  Maur i t i us ,  h e r e i n a f t e r  r e f e r r e d  t o  

fa,) as t h e i r  i n n e r  l i m i t s ,  t h e  base l ine ;  and 

f b )  as t h e i r  o u t e r  l i m i t s ,  a l i n e  measured seaward every 
p o i n t  o f  which i s  twe lve  n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  d i s t a n t  f rom 
t h e  neares t  p o i n t  i n  t h e  base l i ne .  

4. The i n t e r n a l  waters o f  M a u r i t i u s  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  any area o f  

as t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  :ea, s h a l l  comprise those areas o f  sea hav ing  -- 

sea t h a t  l i e s  on t h e  landward s i d e  o f  t h e  base l i ne .  

5. The b a s e l i n e  s h a l l  be t h e  1 
t h e  coast:  

Prov ided t h a t  : -- 
f a )  (i) where t h e  coas t  i s  so 

does n o t  exceed twenty  

ne o f  low water  mark a long * 

T, 

ndented as t o  fo rm a bay which 
f o u r  n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  i n  breadth;  o r  

( i l ’ )  where t h e  coas t  i s  deeply indented  and cu t  i n t o ,  t h e  
base l i ne  s h a l l  be a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  j o i n i n g  t h e  f u r t h e s t  p o i n t s  
seaward i n  t h e  l i n e  o f  low wa te r  mark a t  t h e  n a t u r a l  en t rance 
p o i n t s  o f  t h e  bay o r  o f  t h e  i n d e n t a t i o n ,  as t h e  case may be; 

(b)  where i s l a n d s  a r e  so s i t u a t e d  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  one another  as 
t o  fo rm an arch ipe lago,  t h e  b a s e l i n e  s h a l l  be s t r a i g h t  l i n e s  
j o i n i n g  p o i n t s  i n  t h e  l i n e  of l ow water  mark o f  t h e  outermost 
i s l a n d s  and those p o i n t s  s h a l l  be so chosen as t o  enclose, 
when j o i n e d  toge the r  by s t r a i g h t  l i n e s ,  t h e  maximum area o f  
sea ; 

Icl where a low t i d e  e l e v a t i o n  o r  an i s l a n d  i s ,  e i t h e r  i n  whole 
o r  i n  p a r t ,  w i t h i n  twe lve  m i l e s  o f  t h e  l i n e  o f  low water  
mark a long t h e  coas t  o r  o f  t h e  base l i ne  as descr ibed i n  
paragraph (a )  o r  (b) o f  t h i s  p rov i so ,  t h e  b a s e l i n e  s h a l l  be 
s t r a i g h t  l i n e s  j o i n i n g  p o i n t s  i n  t h e  l i n e  o f  low water  mark 
o f  t h e  coas t  and o f  t h e  i s l a n d  o r  o f  t h e  low t i d e  e l e v a t i o n ,  
as t h e  case may be, and those p o i n t s  s h a l l  be so chosen as 
t o  enclose, when j o i n e d  toge the r  by s t r a i g h t  l i n e s ,  t h e  
maximum area o f  sea. 

No tw i ths tand ing  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  any enactment t o  t h e  
con t ra ry ,  t h e  sea bed and t h e  subso i l  o f  t h e  areas bounded, on 
t h e  landward s ide ,  by t h e  h i g h  water  mark a long t h e  coast  
of M a u r i t i u s  and, on t h e  seaward s ide ,  by t h e  o u t e r  l i m i t s  o f  
t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea a re  hereby ves ted  i n  t h e  Crown. 

7. - - (1 )  For t h e  purposes of t h i s  Ac t ,  t h e  low water  mark 
o r  t h e  h i g h  water mark i n  any area s h a l l  be t h e  l i n e  o f  low 
water  mark o r  t h e  l i n e  o f  h i g h  water  mark, as t h e  case may 
be, shown on t h e  l a r g e s t  s c a l e  c h a r t  compiled, f o r  t h e  t i m e  
be ing  o f  t h a t  area, by o r  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  M i n i s t r y  of Housing 
Lands and Town and Country P lann ing .  

( 2 )  I n  any proceedings a c e r t i f i c a t e  p u r p o r t i n g  t o  be s lgned by 
t h e  Ch ie f  Surveyor o r  any o t h e r  o f f i c e r  deputed by t h e  M i n i s t e r  o f  
Housing, Lands and Town and Country P lann jng  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  a 
c h a r t  compi led under t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  the l a r g e s t  s c a l e  c h a r t  for t h e  
t ime  be ing  o f  t h e  area shown on t h e  c h a r t  s h a l l  be admiss ib le  evidence 
o f  t h e  ma t te rs  s t a t e d  i n  t h e  c e r t i f i c a t e .  

6. 1 The coas t  
and t h e  bed 
and s u b s o i l  
o f  t e r r i  - P 

t o r i a l  sea 
ves ted  i n  
t h e  Crown. 

O f f  i c i  a1 
cha r t s .  



8 .  For the purposes of t h i s  Act, permanent harbour works Permanent 
harbour which form p a r t  o f  the  harbour system sha l l  be deemed t o  be 

par t  o-f the  coas t .  works. 

t h i s  fourteenth day o f  Apri l ,  one thousand nine hundred and 
seventv. 

Passed in  the  Legis la t ive Assembly, Island o f  Mauritius,  

The s t a t e  of Mauritius comprises the following t e r r i t o r i e s :  

a )  the  principal island of Mauritius and i t s  adjacent i s l e t s ;  

b )  Rodrigues Is land,  il cnra l l i ne  near-atoll  s i t ua t ed  approximately 300 
nautical  miles eastward from Mauritius; 

I 
c )  the Cargados. Carajos Shoa l s ,  a t rue  a t o l l  s i t ua t ed  approximately 

d )  the  Aqalega Is lands,  two narrow, l inear ly-al igned is lands s i tua ted  

The Te r r i t o r i a l  Sea Act, 1970, extended the Mauritian t e r r i t o r i a l  sea t o  1 2  nautical  miles 

220 nautical  mi 1 es north-northeast  o f  Mauritius ; and 

nearly 650 ndutical miles north of Mauritius. 

and permitted the  establishment o f  s t r a i g h t  basel ines .  
provide the  spec i f i c  language f o r  the drawing of a s t ra ight -base l ine  system. 
problems e x i s t  as t o  the Ac t , ' s  language: 
basel ines ,  a n d  2 )  there  i s  no reference t o  a tol ls ,and several  o f  the  is land groups o f  Mauritius 
a re  a t o l l s .  

Sections 5 ( a )  a n d  ( b )  o f  the  Act 
However, two 

1 )  i t  i s  not spec i f i c  enough t o  draw s ingle  s e t s  o f  

The reefs ,  which normally form an impor tan t  pa r t  o f  any a t o l l ,  na tura l ly  "dry" during cer ta in  
t i da l  conditions.  
accuracy s ince  the  e n t i r e  reef cons t i tu tes  a hazard t o  normal naviqation, can serve as low-tide 
elevat ions for t h e  measeremerit o f  the  sea. 
basepoints f o r  the s t ra ight-base1 ine system, a1 though under the Convention on  the Te r r i to r i a l  
Sea a n d  Contiguous Zone, however, they may not be u t i l i zed  unless a permanent s t ruc tu re ,  such 
as a l ighthouse,  has been constructed on them. 

The i so l a t ion ,  small size,and the  nature o f  the  is lands o f  the  s t a t e  o f  Mauritius preclude 
t h e i r  treatment as an oceanic "archipelaqo".  
must apply t o  the individual groups as defined. 

The main Mauritian group could use a s t ra ight -base l ine  system which would connect Mauritius 
with the adjacent is lands o f  Flat  and Round, s i tua ted  l e s s  than 12 nautical  mile dis tance t o  
the no r th  based on normal s t a t e  prac t ices .  The e f f e c t  o f  such a system would be to  increase 
the internal  waters o f  the s t a t e  s l i g h t l y  b u t  i t  would not appreciably a f f e c t  the extent  of 
t e r r i t o r i a l  waters. 

These dryinu po.ints, w h i c h  unfortunately a re  never charted with grea t  

Under Section 5 ( b )  these points may a l so  be , 
(Mauritius i s  a party to  the Convention.) 

As a r e s u l t ,  the  system of s t r a i g h t  baselines 

I 

The Rodrigues group i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  assess. T h e  main is land i s  oval i n  shape; i t s  
principal a x i s  extends east-west and measures approximately 10 nautical  miles,  T h e  t ransverse 
a x i s  i s  roughly 5 miles.  An extensive,  c i r cu la r  coral reef ( c .  14 nautical  miles in diameter) 
surrounds the  main island which i s  s i tua ted  t o  the  northeast  o f  the reef center .  The shelf  
i s  dotted with th i r teen  smal l  i s lands.  As with most r ee f s ,  the Rodriques reef wil l  dry i n  
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patches d u r i n g  low-water s p r i n g  t i d e s .  
t h e  b a s e l i n e  o f  the t e r r i t o r i a l  sea, s t r a i g h t  base l i nes  j o i n i n g  t h e  i s l e t s  and Rodrigues 
would have no e f f e c t  on t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  waters.  

However, i f  t h e  seaward edge o f  t h e  r e e f  i s  used f o r  

The Cargados Carajos Shoals c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  most compl ica ted  i n s u l a r  f o rma t ion  o f  
M a u r i t i u s .  T h e  main shoal i s  a bow-shaped c o r a l  r e e f  which i s  a l i u n e d  nor th -south .  The a r c  
o f  t h e  bow faces eastward. I n s i d e  o f  t h e  r e e f  a l i n e a r  arrangement o f  i s l e t s  (motus) e x i s t s  
i n  t h e  south,  elsewhere they  a re  s c a t t e r e d  randomly. 
on the  r e e f .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  two detached i s l a n d s ,  Nor th  and A lba t ros ,  l i e  n o r t h  o f  t h e  r e e f  
w h i l e  th ree ,  S i ren ,  Pear1,and F r i g a t e ,  a re  t o  t h e  west o f  i t . 

and motus o r  by connect ing  d r y i n g  p o i n t s  on t h e  r e e f .  These d r y i n g  p o i n t s ,  as s ta ted ,  a r e  
never cha r ted  s p e c i f i c a l l y .  ,However, u s i n g  t h e  h i g h - t i d e  l o c a t i o n s ,  s t r a i g h t  base l ines  cou ld  
be cons t ruc ted  t o  connect t he  Loco group i n  the  south w i t h  F r i g a t e  (perhaps v i a  t h e  Ba le ine  
Rocks) and then connected t o  Pear l .  Th i s  g e n e r a l l y  n o r t h e r l y  l i n e  cou ld  then extend 
nor theas tward  t o  S i r e n  ( v i a  t h e  Pear l  Breakers?) and t o  an unnamed i s l a n d  a t  t h e  n o r t h e r n  
e x t r e m i t y  o f  t h e  r e e f .  Northward, t h e  system cou ld  a t t a c h  t o  A lba t ros .  From here, t h e  
" f i n g e r "  of i n t e r n a l  waters cou ld  be i nc luded  by a r e t u r n  seqment t o  Nor th  I s l a n d ,  an unnamed 
i s l a n d  on t h e  reef,  Mapare,and thence a long t h e  l i n e a r  motus o f  t h e  maln a t o l l  t o  t h e  Loco 
group again.  
n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  i n  l eng th .  As w i t h  Rodrigues, however, t h e  e f f e c t  o f  such a system would n o t  
inc rease t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea g r e a t l y  i f  t h e  r e e f  would c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  normal t e r r i t o r i a l  sea 
base1 i ne, 

I n  t o t a l ,  n e a r l y  40 i s l a n d s  a r e  s i t u a t e d  

By t h e  d e f i n i t i o n s  used in t h e  Act,  s t r a i g h t  base l i nes  c o u l d  be drawn among t h e  i s l a n d s  

A l l  of these segments o f  s t r a i g h t  base l ines  would measure less than  12 

The two Agalega I s lands  cou ld  be connected by two s h o r t  segments which would have l i t t l e  
e f f e c t  on t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea. 




