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MARITIME BOUNDARY: MEXICO - UNITED STATES 

On November 23, 1970, the  Governments o f  Mexico and the United States signed a t r e a t y  
fo r  the  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  o f  the  Rio Grande boundary and the c rea t i on  o f  mari t ime boundaries 
between the  clai.iied 12-naut ical-mi le Mexican t e r r i t o r i a l  sea and the  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea and 
contiguous tone o f  the  Uni ted States. 
separat ion i n  the Gulf  o f  Mexico and i n  the P a c i f i c  Ocean. 
es tab l i shed the  f i n a l  l i n e s  which were represented, a t  reduced scales, on two maps a f f i x e d  
t o  the  t rea ty .  Copies o f  the t r e a t y  maps are annexed t o  t h i s  study. 

A r t i c l e  V o f  the  t rea ty ,  which de l im i ted  the  mari t lme boundaries, states:  

A r t i c l e  V 

The t r e a t y  de l im i t s ,  i n  p r i n c i p l e ,  the  l i n e s  o f  
The two governments then 

The Contract ing States agree t o  es tab l i sh  and recognize t h e i r  mari t ime 
boundaries i n  the  Gu l f  of Mexico and i n  the  P a c i f i c  Ocean i n  accordance 
w i t h  the fo l l ow ing  prov is ions :  

The in te rna t i ona l  mari t ime boundary i n  the  Gu l f  o f  Mexico s h a l l  
begin a t  the center o f  the mouth o f  the  Rio Grande, wherever i t  may be 
located; from there i t  s h a l l  run  i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  t o  a f i x e d  po in t ,  
a t  25' 57' 22.18" North l a t i t u d e ,  and 97" 8 '  19.76" West longi tude, 
s i t ua ted  approximately 2,000 fee t  seaward from the coast; from t h i s  f i x e d  
p o i n t  the mari t ime boundary s h a l l  continue seaward i n  a s t r a i g h t  l i n e  the  
de l i nea t ion  o f  which represents a p r a c t i c a l  s i m p l i f i c a t i o n  o f  the  l i n e  
drawn i n  accordance w i t h  the p r i n c i p l e  o f  equidistance es tab l i shed i n  
A r t i c l e s  12 and 24 o f  the  Geneva Convention on the T e r r i t o r i a l  Sea and 
Contiguous Zone. This l i n e  s h a l l  extend i n t o  the Gu l f  o f  Mexico t o  a 
distance o f  12 nau t i ca l  m i les  from the basel ine used f o r  i t s  de l ineat ion .  
The in te rna t i ona l  mari t ime boundary i n  the Gulf  o f  Mexico s h a l l  be 
recognized i n  accordance w i t h  the  map e n t i t l e d  In te rna t i ona l  Mari t ime 
Boundary i n  the  Gu l f  o f  Mexico, which the  Commission s h a l l  prepare i n  
conformity w i t h  the  foregoing desc r ip t i on  and which. once approved by 
the  Governments, s h a l l  be annexed t o  and form a p a r t  o f  t h i s  Treaty. 

The in te rna t i ona l  mari t ime boundary i n  the  P a c i f i c  Ocean s h a l l  
begin a t  the westernmost p o i n t  of the mainland boundary; from there  i t  
s h a l l  run  seaward on a l i n e  the de l i nea t ion  o f  which represents a 
p r a c t i c a l  s i m p l i f i c a t i o n ,  through a ser ies  o f  s t r a i g h t  l i nes ,  o f  the l i n e  
drawn i n  accordance w i t h  the p r i n c i p l e  o f  equidistance es tab l i shed i n  
A r t i c l e s  12 and 24 of t he  Geneva Conventio? on the T e r r i t o r i a l  Sea and 
the Contiguous Zone. This l i n e  s h a l l  extend seaward t o  a distance of 
12 nau t i ca l  m i les  from the basel ines used f o r  i t s  de l i nea t ion  along the  
coast o f  the  mainland and the  is lands  o f  the Contract ing States. The 
in te rna t i ona l  mari t ime boundary I n  the P a c i f i c  Ocean s h a l l  be recognized 
i n  accordance w i t h  the  map e n t i t l e d  In te rna t i ona l  Marit ime Boundary i n  
the P a c i f i c  Ocean, which the  Comnission s h a l l  prepare i n  conformity 
w i t h  the  foregoing desc r ip t i on  and which, once approved by the Governments, 
s h a l l  be annexed t o  and form a p a r t  o f  t h i s  Treaty. 

These mari t ime boundaries, as they are shown i n  maps of the  
Commission e n t i t l e d  In te rna t i ona l  Marit ime Boundary i n  the  Gu l f  of 
Mexico and In te rna t i ona l  Mari t ime Boundary i n  the P a c i f i c  Ocean, s h a l l  
be recognized as o f  the  date on which t h i s  Treaty enters i n t o  force. 
They sha l l  permanently represent the mari t ime boundaries between the  two 
Contract ing States; on the south s ide  o f  these boundaries the United 
States s h a l l  not, and on the  no r th  s ide  of them Mexico sha l l  not, for any 
purpose c la im  o r  exercise sovereignty, sovereign r i g h t s  or j u r i s d i c t i o n  
over the  waters, a i r  space, o r  seabed and subsoi l .  Once recognized, 
these new boundaries sha l l  supersede the prov is iona l  marit ime boundaries 
re fe r red  t o  i n  the Commission's Minute No. 229. 
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D. The establ ishment o f  these new marit ime boundaries sha l l  no t  
a f f e c t  o r  p re jud ice  i n  any manner the pos i t i ons  of e i t h e r  o f  the  Contract ing 
States w i t h  respect t o  the  ex ten t  of i n t e r n a l  waters, of t he  t e r r i t o r i a l  
sea, o r  of sovereign r i g h t s  o r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  f o r  any other purpose. 

mari t ime boundaries and o f  the d i v i s i o n  o f  work f o r  cons t ruc t ion  and 
maintenance of the  markers. When such recomnendations have been approved 
by the two Governments the Commission sha l l  cons t ruc t  and maintain the 
markers, the  cos t  o f  which s h a l l  be equa l ly  d iv ided between the Contract ing 
States. 

E. The Comnission s h a l l  recommend the means o f  phys i ca l l y  marking the 

The t r e a t y  has been r a t i f i e d  by both s ta tes  and r a t i f i c a t i o n s  were exchanged i n  
Washington, 0. C. A p r i l  18, 1972. 

ANALYSIS 

problem o f  mari t ime boundaries t i e d  t o  ambulatory features.  
t e r r e s t r i a l  boundary reaches the  sea i n  the Rio Grande. 
f l u c t u a t i o n s  i n  l eve l  and i n  course, i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  suscept ib le t o  changes a t  'its moutn. 
Seeking a r e l a t i v e  degree o f  permanence i n  the mari t lme boundary, the  two countr ies agreed 
t h a t  the p o i n t  o f  o r i g i n  would be the  center of the mouth of the  r i v e r ,  wherever i t  may be. 
The second p o i n t  would be s i t ua ted  2,000 f e e t  due east o f  the midpoint  o f  the r i v e r  mouth 
a t  the  t ime of the t r e a t y  ( i n  ef fect  a t  the t ime o f  the mapping o f  the r i v e r  immediately 
a f t e r  the  s ignature o f  the document). Po in t  one may meander w l t h  the  mouth bu t  p o i n t  two 
w i l l  remain constant as a hinge. As a consequence, the  s t a b i l i t y  of most o f  the boundary 
i s  assured. 
t o  the twelve-naut ical  m i l e  l i m i t  measured from the respect ive low-water basel ines and 
t h i s  p o i n t  o f  i n t e r s e c t i o n  was chosen as the terminal  p o i n t  o f  the mari t ime boundary. I n  
f a c t ,  the  equidistance l i n e  d l d  n o t  vary t o  a g rea t  degree from the s t r a i g h t  l i n e  segment 
between po in ts  two and three. 

The two governments, however, sought a simple l i m i t  which would be pt tact ical  t o  
administer and which would no t  cause d i f f i c u l t i e s  f o r  f i s h i n g  c r a f t  operat ing w i t h  
unsophist icated nav iga t iona l  gear. Provis ions e x i s t  t o  es tab l i sh  two markers on the ground, 
one i n  each s ta te ,  t o  a s s i s t  i n  the v i sua l  determinat ion o f  p o s i t i o n  r e l a t i v e  t o  the 
marit fme boundary. The f i n a l  segment o f  the boundary i s  formed by the  grea t  c i r c l e  
connecting the  two po in ts .  The values o f  the points,.on the North American datum, are 
glven on the  attached maps o f  the boundary. 
smooth and gen t l y  arcuate, favored the  s i m p l i f i c a t i o n  o f  the  boundary. 

w i t h  a measure o f  s i m p l i f i c a t i o n  p a r t i c u l a r l y  near the  cont inenta l  shore. 
basepoint. was given t o  the  Mexican I s l a s  10s Coronados which were s i t ua ted  t o  the  south 
o f  the  t e r r e s t r i a l  boundary. 
i s lands  began t o  a f f e c t  the  equ id i s tan t  l i n e  was s i m p l i f i e d  by an equal exchange o f  
t e r r i t o r y .  The reca lcu la t i on  o f  a " terminal"  p o i n t  o w t h e  l i n e  affected by the  
Coronados, i.e., t he  f i r s t  p o i n t  a f t e r  leav ing  the land terminus. Involved a t r a n s f e r  
of 608,141 square meters from Mexico t o  the United States and 608,139 square meters 
from the  United States t o  Mexico. The dif ference I s  t rans fe rs  were a mere 2 square 
meters. 
p r a c t i c a l -  l a t e r a l  1 i n e  and the "simp1 i f i e d "  1 i ne  agreed upon i n  the t rea ty . )  

The f i n a l  segments o f  the boundary were constructed by equidistance on s p e c i a l l y  
constructed large-scale char ts  and v e r i f i e d  by "computer" ca l cu la t i ons  t o  e l im ina te  
problems due t o  p ro jec t ions  and t o  mechanical de f ic ienc ies ,  e.g., w id th  o f  l i n e  o f  chart ,  
d i s t o r t i o n  due t o  i n s t a b i l i t y  o f  base map, i f  any, etc.  

As i n  the Gu l f  o f  Mexico, the segments between tu rn ing  po in ts  r e l a t e  t o  the  g rea t  
c i r c l e s  which connect the  points.  The f i n a l  point; o f  the  mari t ime boundary i s  p rec i se l y  
12 nau t i ca l  m l les  from a cape on the  western s ide o f  Po in t  Loma (Ca l i f o rn ia )  and one on the  
northwest shore o f  the nor thern  i s land  of 10s Coronados. 

The Gulf o f  Mexico sector of the marit ime boundary o f fe rs  a unique s o l u t i o n  t o  the  
The Mexico-United States 

The r i v e r ,  which i s  subject  t o  wiae 

F i n a l l y ,  an equidistance boundary was constructed from the mouth o f  the r i v e r  

The very nature of the coas t l ine ,  which i s  

The mari t ime boundary i n  the  P a c i f i c  a lso  fol lowed the p r i n c i p l e  o f  equidistance bu t  
F u l l  value, as 

The mari t ime l i m i t  from the shore t o  the p o i n t  where the 

(Note: The t rans fers ,  of coursel apply on13 t o  the d i f fe rences  between the 




