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STRAIGHT BASELINES:  FINLAND 

The Government o f  Finland decreed on August 18, 1966, a new l a w  on the t e r r i t o r i a l  sea 
f o r  the state. 
the coast o f  Finland: 

The law-decree, No. 463, permitted the drawing o f  s t ra igh t  baselines about 

Article 1. 

The Finnish t e r r i t o r i a l  waters comprise the p a r t  o f  the sea d i r e c t l y  
connected wi th  the country's land area which i n  the East, adjacent t o  the 
Soviet Union, i s  bounded by the country's m r i t i m e  f r o n t i e r  i n  the Gulf of 
Finland through the V i ro lah t i  archipelago, defined i n  the Paris Peace Treaty 
(690-691/47) signed on February 10, 1947; and i n  the West, adjacent t o  
Sweden, [ i s  bounded] by the country's maritime f r o n t i e r  and the extension 
o f  the end thereof i n t o  the Perameri Sea i n  the Tornio archipelago, defined 
when the boundaries were f i xed  i n  1926-1927 according t o  the topographic 
boundary declarat ion signed i n  Tornio on January 19, 1811, a f t e r  the Hamina 
Peace Treaty. The outer l i m i t  o f  the t e r r i t o r i a l  waters toward the open sea 
i s  the boundary o f  in ternat ional  waters, exceBt i n  the Ahvena [/bland] Sea, 
t o  the South and North o f  the rocky I s l e  o f  Market. There the l i m i t  i s  the 
country's maritime f r o n t i e r  a5 defined i n  the above-mentioned boundary 
declarat ion o f  1811, as i t  was included i n  the agreement signed on 
October 20, 1921 (64/22) , regarding the neut ra l i za t ion  o f  the Aaland Islands 

A s o l i t a r y  island, rocky i s le ,  skerry, or a group formed by these, 
a1 waters of .  i t s  own, s i tuated f a r  out i n  the sea, may have separate t e r r i t o r  

ArticZe 2. 

t e r r f t w i a l  waters, or the marginal sea. 

Article 3. 

The t e r r i t o r i a l  waters are divided i n t o  inner t e r r  t o r i  a1 waters and outer 

By Inner t e r r i t o r i a l  waters are meant tha t  p a r t  o f  the t e r r l t o r  
which 1s bounded on the shore side by the mainland and the estuaries 
and on the seaward side by a l i n e  the angles o r  base points o f  which 
located a t  the fa r ther  points o f  land, e i t he r  on the mainland, on i s  
rocky i s l e s  or skerries, 

h t i c k  4 ,  

a1 waters 
o f  r i ve rs  , 
are 
ands , 

The base points intended i n  A r t i c l e  3 abovc are so chosen. 

(1) tha t  they are above sea-level m r e  than one h a l f  day per year, 
on the average, a t  low-water leve ls  during the ten-year period 
preceding the year when t h i s  law takes e f fec t ;  

(2) t h a t  t he f r  distance from one another i s  a t  mst twice the width 
o f  the marginal sea; and 

( 3 )  t ha t  the inner t e r r i t o r i a l  waters w i l l  be as extensive as possible. 
The base points w i l l  be corrected a t  in te rva ls  o f  t h i r t y  years. 

Article 5.  

The m r g l n a l  sea i s  a zone d i r e c t l y  adjacent t o  the inner t e r r i t o r i a l  waters. 
Its outer l i m i t ,  the l i m i t  o f  in ternat ional  waters, i s  four nautical miles, o r  
7,408 meters, d i s tan t  from the outer l i m i t  o f  the inner t e r r i t o r i a l  waters, unless 
o t k w l s e  speci f ied i n  t h i s  law .  
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k l ' t i c l t  6.  

I f  an is land,  rocky i s l e ,  a skerry,  o r  a group formed by these i s  
s i t ua ted  so f a r  o u t  i n  the sea t h a t  i t  remains beyond the outer  l i m i t  o f  the inner  
t e r r i t o r i a l  waters defined i n  A r t i c l e s  3 and 4, such an i s land ,  rocky i s l e ,  
skerry  or group s h a l l  have separate t e r r i t o r i a l  waters o f  i t s  own, bu t  the 
width o f  such w a t e r s  s h a l l  be three nau t j ca l  mi les,  o r  5,556 meters. 

Art ick  7. 
5 

From the Southern terminus o f  the country 's  Eastern mari t ime f r o n t i e r  
the ou te r  l i m i t  of t e r r i t o r i a l  waters runs a t  a distance o f  f ou r  nau t i ca l  mi les 
from the fa r thes t  po in ts  of land t o  the Eastern terminus of the [Southern] 
l i m i t  of the F inn ish mari t ime f r o n t i e r  as def ined i n  the Par is  Peace Treaty 
signed on February 10, 1947, which i s  a p a r a l l e l  o f  l a t i t u d e  South o f  the 
Haapasaari archipelago, whew i t  j o i n s  the sa id  f r o n t i e r .  

From the Western terminus o f  the [Southern] f r o n t i e r  mentioned i n  
paragraph 1 above, by which the F inn ish t e r r i t o r i a l  waters are bounded, the 
ou te r  l i m i t  o f  the marginal sea runs t o  the west along the extension o f  the 
s a i d  border, u n t i l  i t  j o i n s  the ou te r  l i m i t  def ined i n  A r t i c l e  5. 

f o l l ows  the l a s t  base p o i n t  on the F inn ish s ide  i s  on the Swedish side. 

I 

In the Tornio archipelago, o f  the Gulf o f  Finland, the base p o i n t  which 

Article 8. I .  . 

The base po in ts  o f  the outer l i m i t  o f  the inner  t e r r i t o r i a l  waters and 
t h e i r  exac t  l oca t i ons  w i l l  be l i s t e d  i n  a decree, which w i l l  a l so  g i ve  a more 
d e t a i l e d  explanat ion o f  the water- level  intended i n  A r t i c l e  4, as w e l l  as other  
s t i p u l a t i o n s  which may be necessary f o r  the enforcement and the a p p l i c a t i o n  of 
t h l s  law. 

Helsdnki , 
President o f  the Republic 

URHO KEKKONEN 

Forei  gn M i  n i  s t e r  Ralf Thngren  
Approved Flnnish Diet :  May 23, 1956. 

By supplemental decree, No. 464, 180 po in ts  along the coast were selected f o r  the s t r a i g h t  
basel jne system. The po in ts  are: 

No North East No. North East 

0 I II 0 I I1 0 I I I  0 .  I I I  
# 

1 60 19 27 27 37 16 16 60 2 23 25 47 41 
60 18 36 27 34 44 17 60 4 32 25 38 27 2 

3 60 16 31 27 20 20 18 60 6 17 25 25 40 
4 60 15 54 27 16 26 19 60 6 12 25 22 9 

20 60 5 27 25 8 12 5 60 14 15 27 1 44 
24 53 40 6 60 12 42 26 55 55 21 60 2 9 

7 60 73 52 26 53 2 22 60 1 54 24 52 21 
8 60 16 29 26 41 41 23 59 59 4 24 37 37 
9 60 15 0 26 35 31 24 59 54 40 24 26 55 

10 60 14 30 26 29 45 25 59 52 10 24 18 40 
24 18 22 60 13 1 26 19 58 26 59 52 6 

7 
11 

60 9 44 26 15 51 2 7 '  59 53 50 24 4 
1 

12 
60 9 40 26 15 44 28 59 51 41 23 55 

23 40 51 
13 
14 60 9 2 26 5 12 29 59 49 10 
15 60 6 18 25 51 30 30 59 47 13 23 35 29 
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No.  North E a s t  

31 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
38 
39 
40 
41 
42 
43 
44 
4s 
46 
47 
48 
49 
50 
51 
52 
53 
54 
55 
56 
57 
58 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63  
64 
65 

66 
67 
68 
69 

70 
71 
72 
73 
74 
75 
76 
77 
78 
79 
80 
81 
82 
83 
84 
85 
86 
87 
88 
89 
90 

0 I I I  

59 44 56 
59 45 28 
59 44 57 
59 44 37 
59 44 16 
59 43 22 
59 43 17 
59 42 50 
59 44 59 
59 43 4 
59 43 14 
59 44 0 
59 40 33 
59 40 29 
59 40 30 
59 44 47 
59 45 22 
59 44 2 
59 45 54 
59 44 10 
59 46 30 
59 49 26 
59 49 36 
59 50 49 
69 50 3 
59 48 33 
59 50 9 
59 57 31 
60 3 10 
60 4 58 
60 7 22 
60 8 47 
60 9 25 
60 14 48 
60 18 3 

58 30 10 
59 31 5 
59 30 13 
59 30 16 

60 18 6 
60 20 0 
60 25 43 
60  25 53 
60 25 40 
60 29 13 
60 28 19 
60 28 14 
60 32 21 
60 32 25 
60 32 24 
60 31 35 
60 34 33 
60 35 47 
60 37 56 
60 44 28 
60 45 58 
60 45 8 
60 50 46 
60 51 0 
60 52 3 

0 

23 
23 
22 
22 
22 
22 
22 
22 
22 
22 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 

20 
20 
20 
20 

19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
19 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
21 
21 
21 
21 

23 
13 
58 
45 
30 
30 
30 
25 
13 
4 

57 
44 
30 
30 
29 
19 
9 
2 

58 
44 
31 
24 
15 
1 

56 
47 
52 
57 
49 
42 
36 
33 
18 
11 
8 

24 
25 
21 
21 

8 
22 
23 
23 
34 
44 
56 
8 

12 
12 
12 
28 
31 
40 
47 
44 
44 

0 
0 
0 
0 

I 1  

51 
19 
27 
54 
50 
15 
0 
7 
5 

54 
37 
39 
24 
13 
45 
36 
10 
55 
43 
22 
53 
15 
7 

18 
50 
10 
18 
23 
34 
35 
31 
4 

13 
15 
7 

57 
40 
6 
0 

7 
36 
40 
53 
6 

57 
59 
42 
25 
33 
45 

3 
33 
54 
36 
50 
39 

2 
16 
20 
45 

No North E a s t  

91 
92 
93 
94 
95 
96 
97 
98 
99 

100 
101 
102 
103 
104 
105 
106 
107 
108 
109 
110 
111 
112 
113 
114 
115 
116 
117 
118 
119 
120 
121 
122 
123 
124 
125 
126 
127 
128 
129 
130 
131 
132 
133 
1 34 
135 
136 
137 
138 
139 
140 
141 
142 
143 
144 
145 
146 
147 

149 
150 
151 
152 

- 148 

0 

60 
60 
60 
61 
61 
61 
61 
61 
61 
61 
61 
61 
61 
61 
61 
61 
61 
62 
62 
62 
62 
62 
62 
62 
62 
62 
62 
62 
62 
62 
62 
63 
63 
63 
63 
63 
63 
63 
63 
63 
63 
63 
63 
63 
63 
63 
63 
63 
63 
63 
63 
63 
63 
63 
63 
63 
63 
64 
64 
64 
64 
64 

I 

54 
55 
58 

3 
9 

15 
20 
25 
25 
28 
36 

38 
43 
49 
52 
56 

1 
7 

10 
16 
18 
22 
25 

34 
38 
45 

55 
57 

5 
7 

14 
15 
21 
25 
26 
27 
27 
24 
25 
29 
28 
31 
37 
37 
37 
38 
45 
51 
53 
55 
56 
57 
57 
59 
4 
5 

11 
18 
19 

38 

28 

4a 

I 

43 
28 
57 

2 
18 
28 
37 
14 
20 
47 
37 
46 
52 
21 
53 
58 
a 
7 

42 
22 
44 
54 
33 

8 
41 
34 
32 
15 

2 
27 
32 
4 

53 
12 
18 
17 
28 
38 
12 
12 
19 
56 
13 
24 
44 
29 
37 
59 
16 
6 

52 
55 
41 
11 
37 
50 

56 
34 
55 
54 
44 

28 

0 

21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 

. 21 
. 21. 

21 
21. 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
20 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
21 
22 
22 
22 
22 
22 
22 
22 
22 
22 
22 
22 
22 
23 
23 
23 
23 
23 
23 

I I 1  

2 20 
3 3  
7 42 

10 14 
18 22 
20 23 
22 55 
16 23 
16 16 
19 23 
22 10 
19 54 
19 54 
21 38 
19 32 
14 35 
16 27 
14 5 
17 0 
17 3 
14 44 
9 40 
6 57 
5 21 
4 16 
2 39 
1 23 

48 25 
53 25 
44 22 
43 2 
41 42 
35 2 
38 2 
45 52 
47 20 

4 37 
8 25 

10 22 
21 30 
30 50 
44 20 
58 15 
9 25 

21 52 
21 59 
22 28 
23 11 
31 20 
37 18 
39 54 
43 3 
44 24 

53 57 
9 43 

22 42 
24 0 
33 14 
30 23 
27 0 

53 a 

4a 44 
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No. North East 
0 I I1 0 I I, 

153 64 20 4 23 26 33 
154 64 18 58 23  31 7 
155 64 18 32 23  49 24 
156 64 21 1 7  23 54 18 
157 64 25 2 24 1 19 
158 64 26 56 24 5 30 
159 64 32 16 24 15 10 
160 64 39 31 24 19 25 
161 64 40 30 24 19 14 
162 64 40 55 24 19 26 
163 64 42 8 24 21 18 
164 64 42 44 24 23 27 
165 64 49 12 24 31 42 
166 64 55 28 24 37 30 

S U W R Y  

The Finn ish s t r a i g h t  basel ine 
the F inn ish Hydrographic Off ice.  
o f f i c e ,  were p r i n t e d  i n  1965. 

No. North East 

167 65 0 15 24 34 28 
168 65 2 22 24 33 22 
169 65 5 10 24 37 50 
170 65 5 10 24 47 34 
171 65 12 38 24 54  8 
172 65  14 20 24 46 0 
173 65 14 46 24 44 18 
174 65 20 8 24 39 22 
175 65 24 52 24 J9 7 
176 65 32 47 24 47  42 
177 65 36 1 7  24 36 53 
178 65 33 51 24 18 49 
179 65 36 11 24 12 10 

(180) (65  35 9 )  (23 5 7  8) 

0 I I I  0 I II 

system has been p r i n t e d  on large-scale char ts  
he most recent ed i t i ons ,  which have been exam 

pub1 ished by 
ned by t h i s  

The law contains three i n t e r e s t i n g  concepts. F i r s t ,  the system i s  sub jec t .  0 . a  p e r i o d i c  
review. According t o  A r t l c l e  4(3), the po in ts  must be corrected a t  i n t e r v a l s  o f  30 years. 
Second, the Government of Finland has comnenced i t s  s t r a i g h t  basel ine system by connecting 
Swedish and F inn ish i s l e t s ;  the i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  line w i t h  the Finnish-Swedish mari t ime 
f r o n t i e r  marks the beginning o f  t he  F inn ish system. 
by several  North European states.  

basepoints w i l l  be chosen so t h a t  t h e i r  [basepoint] d is tance from one another i s  a t  most  
tw i ce  the w id th  o f  t he  marginal sea.. . .I' As a consequence, the longest F inn ish s t r a i g h t  
basel ine segment measures 8 n a u t i c a l  mi les o r  l ess  i n  length,  a r e s t r i c t S o n  which contrasts  
sharp ly  w i t h  the p rac t i ces  o f  many s tates.  
means t h a t  the Finnish system near l y  dupl icates the con f igu ra t i on  o f  the f r i n g i n g  is lands.  
The F inn ish system i s  the  l e a s t  expansjve s t r a i g h t  basel ines y e t  analyzed by t h f s  o f f i c e .  

between the Swedish and Soviet  mari t ime f r o n t i e r s .  
approximately 4.4 n a u t i c a l  m i les .  

No. 74 - February 1, 1964, Finland-USSR Boundary. 
i n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Boundary Study, Series A, No. 16 - May 25, 1970, L i m i t s  i n  the Seas, 
Cont inental  Shel f  Boundary: F in land - Soviet  Union. 

F in land i s  a pa r t y  o f  the Convention on the T e r r i t o r i a l  Sea and Contiguous Zone. 

This unusual technique has been employed 

The t h i r d ,  and most important,  concept i s  s ta ted  i n  A r t i c l e  4(2) which provides t h a t  the 

The l i m i t a t i o n  o f  the l eng th  o f  basel ine segment 

The t o t a l  l eng th  o f  t he  F inn lsh system measures approximately 793.2 nau t i ca l  mi les 
The average length o f  a segment i s  

The Finland-USSR t e r r i t o r i a l  sea boundary i s  discussed i n  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Boundary Study 
The cont inenta l  shel f  boundary i s  analyzed 

NOTE: Not a l l  po in ts  are shown on the attached map. 
i d e n t i f y  on the mapped scale.  

Cer ta in  basepoints w e r e  too close t o  




