
? 

Th i s  paper i s  one of a s e r i e s  i ssued  by The Geographer, Bureau o f  I n t e l l i g e n c e  and 
Research o f  the  Department o f  State.  The aim i s  t o  s e t  f o r t h  t h e  b a s i s  for n a t i o n a l  
arrangements f o r  t he  measurement o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  
c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f  o f  mar i t ime  n a t i o n s .  

Th is  research document i s  in tended f o r  background use on ly .  T h i s  document does n o t  
rep resen t  an o f f i c i a l  acceptance o f  t h e  Un i ted  Government o f  t h e  line o r  l i n e s  
represented on t h e  c h a r t s  or ,  necessa r i l y ,  o f  t he  s p e c i f i c  p r i n c i p l e s  r'nvolved, 
i f  any, i n  the  o r i g i n a l  d r a f t i n g  o f  t h e  l i n e s .  
may be requested by m a i l  from The Geographer, Oepartment of State,  Washington, 0. C. 
20520 or by phone (Telephone 63-22021 o r  63-22022). 

A d d i t i o n a l  copies of the s t u d i e s  

INTERNATIONAL BOUNDARY STUDY 

Ser ies  A 

L I M I T S  I N  THE SEAS 

No. 49 

TERRITORIAL SEA BOUNDARY: 

CYPRUS--SOTrE'REIGN BASE AREA (U.K. ,' 

The Geographer 
O f f i c e  o f  t he  Geographer 

Bureau of I n t e l  1 i gence and Research 



TERRITORIAL SEA BOUNDARY: 
CY PRUS-"SOVEREIGN BASE AREA (U . K. ) 

In t roduc t ion  

B r i t i s h  t e r r i t o r y ,  ce r ta in  base areas on the is land. These non-ceded lands d i d  no t  pass 
t o  the new state.  The l i m i t s  between the base areas and Cyprus were prec ise ly  de l im i ted  as 
i n te rna t i ona l  boundaries, and provis ions were made f o r  the demarcation on the l i nes .  

o f  Cyprus provided f o r  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea boundaries between the Republic and the U.K, Sovereign 
Base Area (SBA). These l i m i t s  also may have a po ten t i a l  in f luence on cont inental  she l f  
boundaries although the p o s s i b i l i t y  i s  no t  d e a l t  w i t h  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  the t rea ty .  

When Cyprus became independent i n  1960, the United Kingdom retained, as sovereign 

In addit ion,  Section 3 o f  the Treaty Concerning the Establishment of the Republic 

I 
Section 3 states:  

sea, waters l y i n g  between Line I and L ine  I1 as described i n  paragraph 2 
o f  t h i s  Section, or between L ine  I 1 1  and L ine  I V  as described therein. 

The l i n e s  f o r  the purposes o f  paragraph 1 o f  t h i s  Section sha l l  
be as fol lows:- 

1. The Republic of Cyprus sha l l  no t  claim, as p a r t  o f  i t s  t e r r i t o r i a l  

2, 

L ine I :  From the pos i t i on  o f  the low-water l i n e  l y j n g  i n  a 163" 
d i r e c t i o n  from Po ln t  No. 57 D / 1 ,  as defined i n  Schedule A 
t o  t h i s  Annex. i n  a 163' d i r e c t i o n  for 6.85 miles: then i n  a 
207' d i r e c t i o n  f o r  3 miles; and then i n  a 204' d i rec t i on .  

I 
Line 11: From the  pos i t i on  on the  low-water l i n e  l y i n g  i n  a 10B-1/2" 

d i r e c t i o n  from Po in t  59 A/5, as defined i n  Schedule A t o  t h i s  
Annex, i n  a 108-1/2" d i r e c t i o n  for 7.8 miles; and then i n  a 
136' d i rec t i on .  

From the pos i t i on  on the low-water l i n e  l y i n g  i n  a 170' 
d i r e c t i o n  from Po in t  No. 41 6/10, ad def ined I n  Schedule B 
t o  t h i s  Annex, i n  a 170' d i r e c t j o n  for 3.8 miles; then i n  a 
136" d i rec t i on  for 3.1 miles; and then i n  a 156" d i rec t ion .  

d i r e c t i o n  from Po in t  No. 42 8 1 3 ,  as defined i n  Schedule 
B t o  t h i s  Annex; i n  a 103' d i r e c t i o n  for 0.9 miles; then i n  
a 150' d i r e c t i o n  f o r  6.3 miles; and then i n  a 176', 

L ine  111: 

Line I V :  From the pos i t i on  on the low-water l i n e  l y i n g  i n  a 103' 

3.  I n  paragraph 2 o f  t h i s  Section, the distances quoted are i n  sea mi les 
reckoned a t  1,582 in te rna t i ona l  metres t o  one sea mile, and the bearings are 
re fe r red  t o  the True North and are given i n  degrees reckoned clockwise from 
000" (North) t o  359'. 

The Schedules A and B c i t e d  i n  the Section l i s t  the various United Kingdom base s i t e s  
mentioned i n  the agreement. 
were deposited w i t h  the t rea ty  b u t  never p u b l i c l y  p r in ted .  
has informed us t h a t  the values o f  the fou r  po in ts  are as fo l lows: 

The spec i f ied  po in ts  were p l o t t e d  on large-scale maps which 
The U.K, Government, however, 
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57 0/1 48401098 Cyprus Met r ic  Gr id  

59 A/5 71971008 Cyprus Met r ic  Gr id  

41 B/10 564009.7 E UTM Gr id  
3 a 7 i m . z  Coordinates 

42 B / 3  582264.6 UTM Gr ld  
3869698.3 Coordinates 

The four spec i f i c  l i n e s  have been p r i n t e d  on the attached charts and represent the 
limits between the t e r r i t o r i a l  waters o f  the U.K. SBA and the Republic. The former would 
fo l low the United Kingdom c la im f o r  t e r r i t o r i a l  waters o f  3 naut ica l  m i les  wh i l e  Cyprus claims 
12. The distances as measured from the normal basel ine have been noted on the map. 

D i rec t iona l  alignments of the boundaries change a t  distances greater than 3 nau t i ca l  
m i les  from the basel ine.  Azimuths do not,  however, change beyond 12 nau t i ca l  miles. 
instance, the terminal  l i m i t s  i n  the sea boundaries have no t  been designated; presumably 
they may be continued i n d e f i n i t e l y  or u n t i l  the adjacent l i n e s  connect. 
l i m i t  from the basel ine could have been determined prec ise ly ,  the non-termination must have 
been del iberate.  Log ica l l y ,  the decis ion could be based on: a) the concern t h a t  
one pa r t y  might extend i t s  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea t o  a distance which would envelop or enclose 
the sea o f  the other;  o r  2) the an t ic ipa ted  need f o r  the l i m i t s  t o  serve as a cont inental  
she l f  o r  seabed boundary beyond the t e r r i t o r i a l  sea. 

boundaries), approximates the ZOO-meter depth l i m i t  c i t e d  i n  the Convention on the 
Continental Shel f .  

ANALYSIS 

I n  each 

Since the 12-mile 

The 100-fathom l i n e  on the chart ,  which i s  s i t ua ted  w i t h i n  the 3-mile l i m i t  (along the 

A precise determination o f  the p r i n c i p l e s  used by the negot iators i s  impossible. The 
l i m i t s ,  however, are no t  based on the equidistance p r inc ip le .  
been drawn as s i m p l i f i e d  normals t o  general ized coastal baselines. As the l i m i t  extends 
seaward, the coastal area involved i n  the normal izat ion increases and the l i n e  vector must 
change. 
The p r i n c i p a l  d i f f i c u l t y ,  i f  indeed normal izat ion was the basis, would invo lve  the 
determination o f  the "general d i rec t i on "  and sector o f  the coas t l ine  t o  be used fo r  the 
p a r t i c u l a r  perpendicular i ty.  

naut ica l  mi les from the shore. 
connect, i f  prolonged, w i t h  the l i m i t s  o f  the eastern SBA zone. 

Zone and t o  the Convention on the Continental Shel f .  

Rather they appear t o  have 

The r e s u l t  i s  a s i m p l i f i e d  b u t  e f f e c t i v e  method or marit ime boundary determination. 

The eastern sec to r ' s  l i m i t s  appear t o  converge a t  a distance o f  approximately 32 
The eastern boundary o f  the western U,K. SBA w i l l  no t  

The United Kingdom i s  pa r t y  t o  both the Convention on the T e r r i t o r i a l  Sea and Contiguous 
Cyprus has adhered t o  ne i ther .  




