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The Republic o f  Indonesia and the Government o f  Malaysia signed an agreement on 

I 
March 17, 1970, d e l l m i t i n g  the t e r r i t o r i a l  sea boundary between the two states i n  the S t r a i t  
of Malacca. 

Malaysia i s  a pa r t y  t o  the 1958 Geneva Convention on the T e r r i t o r i a l  Sea and Contiguous 
Zone; Indonesia i s  not. 

The s p e c i f i c s  o f  the t r e a t y  are: 

The t r e a t y  came i n t o  fo rce  on March 10. 1971. 

TREATY BETWEEN THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA AND MALAYSIA 
ON DETERMINATION OF BOUNDARY LINES OF TERRITORIAL 

WATERS OF THE TWO NATIONS AT THE STRAIT OF MALACCA 

THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA AND MALAYSIA, 

OBSERVING t h a t  coas t - l ines  o f  the two count r ies  conf ron t  each o ther  a t  
the S t r a i t  o f  Malacca and the  w id th  of the  t e r r i t o r i a l  waters o f  the 
respec t ive  count r ies  i s  12 nau t i ca l  mi les.  

two countr ies;  

o f  the two countr ies a t  the narrow p a r t  of the S t r a i t  o f  Malacca, bounded: 

DESIRIOUS t o  f o r t i f y  the f r i e n d l y  t i e  which has long bound the 

OESIRIOUS ALSO t o  determine the boundary l i n e s  o f  t e r r i t o r i a l  waters 

a. I n  the North by the l i n e  which connects Tandjung Thu, La t l t ude  
02O51.1 ' N ,  Longitude 101°16.9'E t o  Po in t  1, Lat. 02'51.6'N, 
Long. 101'00.2'E t o  Batu Mandi I s l e  Lat.  02'52.2'N. Long. 
100'41 .O' E and 

b. In the South by the l i n e  wnich connects Tandjung P i a i ,  Lat .  01°16.2'N, 
Long. 103'30.5'E t o  Po in t  No. 8, La t .  01"15.01N, Lat. 103"22.8'E t o  
I j u  K e t j i l  I s l e  Lat.  01°11.2'N, Long. 103"21.O'E and Tandjung 
Kedabu, Lat.  0lo05.9'N, Long. 102'58.5'E. 

HAVE APPROVED AS FOLLOWS: 

A r t i c l e  1. 

(1). Without cur ta i lment  o f  p rov i s ion  i n  Section (2) o f  t h i s  A r t i c l e ,  boundary 
l i n e s  of t e r r i t o r i a l  waters o f  Indonesia and Malaysia a t  the S t r a i t  o f  
Malacca i n  areas as s ta ted  i n  the ;,rea+nole OF t h i s  Treaty sha l l  be the 
l i n e  a t  the center drawn from base i i n e s  o f  m e  respect ive p a r t i e s  i n  
sa id  areas. 

( 2 ) .  ( a )  Except t h a t  which i s  s ta ted  i n  sub b, Sect ion (2 )  o f  th.is A r t i c l e ,  
co-ordinates o f  po in ts  o f  sa id  boundary l i n e s  sha l l  be a5 fo i lows:  

Po in t  1 
Po in t  2 
Po in t  3 
Po in t  4 
Poin t  5 
Po in t  6 
Po in t  7 
Po in t  8 

101" 
101O 
101" 
102O 
102" 
103* 
1 03Q 
103" 

00.2'E 
12.1'E 
46.5'E 
13.4'E 
35.O'E 
02.1'E 
03.9'E 
22.8'E 

02" 
02" 
0 2 O  
01 
01 O 

01" 
01 ' 
01 

51.6" 
41.5" 
15.4" 
55.2" 
41.2 'N 
19.1" 
19.5" 
15.0" 

(b) Po in t  6 sha l l  n o t  apply t o  Malaysia. 
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( 3 ) .  Co-ord inates o f  p o i n t s  s t i p u l a t e d  i n  S e c t i o n  ( 2 )  s h a l l  be geographica l  
co -o rd ina tes  and boundary l i n e s  which connect  them as shown on t h e  map 
a t t a c h e d  t o  t h i s  T r e a t y  as Attachment "A" .  

(4). Ac tua l  s i t e s  o f  p o i n t s  s t a t e d  above s h a l l  be determined through means 
j o i n t l y  approved by a u t h o r i z e d  o f f i c i a l s  o f  b o t h  p a r t i e s .  

(5) .  What a r e  r e f e r r e d  t o  by " a u t h o r i z e d  o f f i c i a l s "  s t a t e d  i n  S e c t i o n  (4 )  
s h a l l  be f o r  Indonesia the  D i r e c t o r  of Naval Hydrography o f  t h e  Republ ic  
of Indonesia,  i n c l u d i n g  eve ry  person so au tho r i zed ,  and f o r  Malays ia,  
D i r e c t o r  o f  Napping o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Malays ia i n c l u d i n g  eve ry  person 
so au tho r i zed ,  

A r t i c l e  11. 

The r e s p e c t i v e  p a r t i e s  he rew i th  s h a l l  promise assurances t h a t  eve ry  
necessary measure s h a l l  be taken i n  t h e i r  c o u n t r i e s  t o  comply t o  p r o v i s i o n s  
i n s e r t e d  i n  t h i s  T rea ty .  

A r t i c l e  111. 

Any d i s p u t e  which may r a i s e  between t h e  two p a r t i e s  f rom i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
o r  implementat ion o f  t h i s  T r e a t y  s h a l l  be s e t t l e d  amicably  v i a  c o n s u l t a t i o n  
or n e g o t i a t i o n .  

A r t i c l e  I V .  

T h i s  T r e a t y  s h a l l  be l e g i t i m a t e  i n  accordance w i t h  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
procedure o f  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  c o u n t r i e s .  

A r t i c l e  V. 

T h i s  T r e a t y  s h a l l  be e f f e c t i v e  as o f  t h e  d a t e  o f  exchange o f  Char te rs  
o f  L e g a l i z a t i o n .  

DONE I N  DUPLICATES i n  Kuala Lumpur on March 17, 1970, i n  Indonesian, 
Malays ian and E n g l i s h  Languages. 
between t h e  drafts, t h e  E n g l i s h  D r a f t  s h a l l  be d e c i s i v e .  

I n  case o f  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  

FOR THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA FOR MALAYSIA 

ADAM MALIK 

FOREIGN MINISTER. 

TUN HAJI ABDUL RAZAK 
B I N  OAT0 HUSSEIN 

V I C E  PRIME MINISTER. 

ANALYSIS 

For  t h e  a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea boundary (TSB), t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a r t  was u t i l i z e d :  
U.S. Naval Oceanographic Char t  N.O. 71000, 1 5 t h  E d i t i o n ,  June 1940, r e v i s e d  October 27, 1969. 

NOTE: 
a r e  a c t u a l l y  l o c a t e d  two n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  southwest o f  t h e  p o i n t  shown on t h e  c h a r t .  
t h e  r e p r o d u c t i o n  process, s l i g h t  s l i p p a g e  o f  t h e  r e d  l i n e  occu r red  b u t  d id  n o t  g r e a t l y  
d i s p l a c e  t h e  boundary p o i n t s .  

There a r e  two c a r t o g r a p h i c  e r r o r s  on t h e  c h a r t .  (1) P o i n t s  4 ( r e d ) ,  and 7 ( b l u e )  
(2 )  D u r i n g  

Both Indonesia and Malays ia c l a i m  a 12 -nau t i ca l -m i le  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea. The TSB 
e s t a b l i s h e s  a boundary i n  a narrow section o f  t h e  Strait o f  Malacca ex tend ing  f rom 0Z051!6N., 
101"00!2E,; t o  01°15!0N., 103"22!8E. The r e s p e c t i v e  TSB's c la imed by each s t a t e  d i f f e r  i n  
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l e n g t t l  becabsf 3 f  L h t  , ? ; ,  a r t r  LI, n7g1i seas t h a t  remains i n  the  S t r a i t . ]  
i s  174 and tlic ; . laldy5idtl  TSL ' 1 . )  naut-rcal  miles i n  leng th .  

The Indonesian TSB 
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* Distances a r e  f o r  t h e  Indonesian PSB. The d is tance f rom P o i n t  5-7 o f  
the  Malaysian TSB i s  39.0 n.m. 

** P o i n t  6 does n o t  apper ta in  t o  Malays ia as i t  i s  beyond t h e  Malaysian 
t e r r i t o r i a l  sea l i m i t  c la lmed by Malaysia. 

Indonesia has promulgated s t r a i g h t  base l ines  and issued c h a r t s  showing 
The t r e a t y  s p e c i f i e s  t h a t  the  TSB i s  a median l i n e  between the  r e s p e c t i v e  basel ines o f  

Indonesia a d Malaysia. 
t h e  system. ! 

Malays ia appears t o  have a system o f  s t r a i g h t  base l ines  based on the  Indonesian example. 

3 
However, Malays ia has never promulgated s t r a i g h t  basel ines o t h e r  than a re fe rence t o  such a 
system i n  t h e  Indonesia-Malaysia Cont inenta l  She1 f Boundary Agreement o f  November 7, 1969. 
From l o o k i n g  a t  the  t e r r j  t o r i a l  sea and c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f  boundary agreements between Indonesia 
and Malaysia, i t  i s  obvious t h a t  Malays ia employed some system o f  s t r a i g h t  basel ines from 
which t o  measure t h e  e x t e n t  o f  i t s  c la imed t e r r i t o r i a l  sea. 
Malays ia t o  a c q u i r e  an " e q u i t a b l e "  share o f  the  c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f  o f  t h e  S t r a i t  o f  Malacca. 

o f  t h e  t r i a n g u l a r  r e g l o n  5-6-7. A l l  t u r n i n g  p o i n t s  on the  TSB co inc lde  w i t h  p o i n t s  on the  
c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f  boundary except  f o r  P o i n t s  1 and 6. 
n o t  on a s h e l f  boundary p o i n t .  

The system was a l s o  used by 

The TSB co inc ides  w i t h  the  c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f  boundary s e t  I n  1969 except  i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  

P o i n t  1 l i e s  on t h e  s h e l f  boundary b u t  
P o i n t  6 r e l a t e s  o n l y  t o  the  Indonesian TSB. 

_. 

1 .  The t e r r i t o r i a l  sea boundary between Indonesia and Malays ia i s  separated b h i g h  seas 
i .e.,  t h e  t r i a n g u l a r  area 5-6-7. The Malaysian TSB extends d i r e c t l y  f rom { o i n t  5 t o  4 
( t h e  b l u e  c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f  boundary l i n e  which i s  coextens ive w i t h  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea 
boundary). 
t h e  Malaysian TSB. 

2. U.S. Department o f  State,  O f f i c e  o f  the  Geographer. Indonesia: S t r a i g h t  Basel ines.  
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Boundary Study, Ser ies A, L i m i t s  i n  t h e  Seas, No. 35 o f  J u l y  20, 1971. 

3. U.S. Department o f  S ta te ,  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  Geographer. Indonesia-Malaysia: Cont lnenta l  

The Indonesian TSB i s  d e l i m i t e d  by P o i n t s  5-6-7, and i s  t h e r e f o r e  longer  than 

Boundary Study, Ser ies  A, L i m i t s  i n  t h e  Seas, No. 1 o f  
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Wi th  t h e  concluc,ion o f  the Ificronesia and Walaysia t e r r i t o r i a l  sea and c o n t i n e n t a l  
s h e l f  agreements rega rd ing  tcie S t r a i t  o f  Malacca, o n l y  agreements by Indonesia and 
Ma lays ia  w i th  Tha i l and  renia 1 1 ,  to complete an a s s e r t i o n  o f  m a r i t i m e  j u r i s d i c t l o n  over the 
shelf and seas o f  the Stt -a iL .  

Indonesia and Tha i l and  have r e p o r t e d l y  n e g o t i a t e d  a c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f  boundary aIjreement 
which has not entered i n t o  f o r c e .  

Malays ia and Thai land.  The TSB would presumably be a 1 2 - n a u t i c a l - m i l e  seaward ex tens ion  of 

No indonesia-Thai land TSB i s  r e q u i r e d .  

Bo th  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea and c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f  agreements w i l l  be r e q u i r e d  between i 

t h e  l and  boundary between t h e  two s t a t e s .  T 

*I 




