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T h i s  paper is one of a series i s s u e d  by The Geographer, Bureau 
of Intelligence and Research of the Department of S t a t e .  The 
aim of the series i s  t o  se t  f o r th  the basis f o r  national 
arrangements f o r  the measurement of the terr i torial  sea or the 
division of the continental shelf of maritime nations. 

Intended for background use only,  this research document does 
not represent an official acceptance o f  the United States 
Government of the l i ne  or l ines  represented on the charts or, 
necessarily, o f  the spec i f ic  principles involved, if any, i n  
the original drafting of the l ines .  Additional copies may be 
requesbed b y  m a i l  from The Geographer, Department of State,  
Washington, D.C. 20520, ox by telephone (Area Code 202, 
632-2021 or 632-2022). 
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The Governments of the Republic of Turkey and 
the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics signed a pro- 
tocol an April 17, 1973, concerning the t e r r i t o r i a l  sea 
boundary between the t w o  s t a t e s  in the Black Sea, The 
Soviet Union ratified the protocol on January 3 ,  1 9 7 4 ;  
Turkey has not .  The Soviet Union is a p a r t y  t o  t h e  1358 
Geneva Convention on the Territorial Sea and Contiguous 
Zone; Turkey is not .  

The protocol ( u n o f f i c i a l  translation) specified 
that , 

ARTICLE I 

The con t r ac t ing  parties have agreed t h a t  t he  t e r r i t o r i a l  
waters l i m i t  between the  Turkish and Soviet  t e r r i t o r i a l  
waters i n  t h e  Black Sea begins  a t  the  l a s t  po in t  on the  
shore of the  land border between the Republic of Turkey 
and the  W S R ,  s t r e t c h i n g  along a 290 degree azimuth t o  
t h e  Outer l i m i t  of  t he  t e r r i t o r i a l  waters (12 nau t i ca l  m i l e s )  
of the  Turkish Republic and the USSR. 

ARTICLE I1 

The cont rac t ing  parties w i l l  set  up a Joint Turkish- 
Sovie t  Commission for Demarcating the  T e r r i t o r i a l  Waters 
L i m i t  wi th  the  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of f i v e  persons from each side, on 
the  basis of equa l i ty ,  for  the  purpose of demarcating the 
t e r r i t o r i a l  waters l i m i t  between the Turkish and Sovie t  
terr i tor ia l  waters  i n  i t s  a c t u a l  l oca t ion  i n  the Black Sea. 

ARITCLE IIX 

The cont rac t ing  par t ies  will share  equally a l l  expenses 
i n  connection with the  work involved i n  the  demarcating of 
the t e r r i t o r i a l  water l i m i t  between the Turkish and Sovie t  
t e r r i t o r i a l  waters  i n  the  Black Sea. 

ARTICLE IV 

This p ro toco l  i s  subject t o  r a t i f i c a t i o n  and the  r a t i f i e d  
documents will go i n t o  fo rce  on the day of their exchange. 

The documents of  r a t i f i c a t i o n  w i l l  be exchanged i n  
Moscow i n  t h e  s h o r t e s t  possible t i m e .  
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Done in Ankara in April 1973 in two originals each 
being drawn up in two authent ic  texts  in the Turkish and 
Russian languages. 

The a n a l y s i s  of the Soviet Union-Turkey t e r r i t o r i a l  
sea boundary u t i l i z e d  DMAHC Chart  N.0. 55180.  ( T h i s  
chart has been discont inued  by DMAHC) . 

The protocol s t a t e s  t h a t  the territorial sea boundary 
extends 1 2  n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  seaward, i n  a nor thwes ter ly  
d i r e c t i o n  a t  an azimuth of 290°, from t h e  p o i n t  where the 
S o v i e t  Union-Turkey land  boundary meets t h e  sea. The 
landward terminus is a t  41°31'15"N.; 41°30'12"E. T h e  seaward 
e x t e n t  of t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea boundary is a t  4l036'00"N., 
41°13'15"E., at a water depth of about 650 meters. 

T h e r e  i s  a discrepancy i n  the t e r r i t o r i a l  sea boundary 
d e l i m i t a t i o n .  The Turkish 12-naut ical-mile  l i m i t  inter- 
sects t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea boundary a t  a dis tance of 13.5 
n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  from t h e  land terminus.  The Soviet 12-  
naut ica l -mi le  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea does i n t e r e s e c t ,  however, 
t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea boundary 1 2  n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  from t h e  land 
terminus.  Therefore ,  t h e  l e n g t h  of t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea 
boundary is 13.5 n a u t i c a l  miles and not 12 n a u t i c a l  miles, 
which is t he  t e r r i to r ia l  sea claim of the Soviet Union 
and Turkey ( i n  the Black Sea). 




