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The Governments of t h e  Republic of India and the 
Republic of Indonesia signed an Agreement on August 8, 
1974, regarding the delimitation of the c o n t i n e n t a l  
shelf i n  t h e  G r e a t  Channel between Great Nicobar Island 
and Sumatra. Ratifications were exchanged and the  
Agreement came i n t o  force on December 1 7 ,  1 9 7 4 .  Nei ther  
government is a party t o  t h e  1958 Geneva Convention on 
the Cont inen ta l  She l f .  

The Agreement set forth the following p r i n c i p l e s :  

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF I N D I A  AND THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA, 

DESIRING t o  s t rengthen the  e x i s t i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  bonds 
of f r iendship  between the  t w o  count r ies ,  

AND DESIRING t o  e s t a b l i s h  the  cont inenta l  shelf-boundary 
between the t w o  coun t r i e s ,  

HAVE AGREED as follows: 

ARTICLE I 

(1) The boundary of the  Indian and the  Indonesian 
cont inenta l  she l f  i n  the  a rea  between the Great Nicobar 
( Ind ia )  and Sumatra (Indonesia) is  the straight l i n e  
connecting Points  1 and 2 ,  2 and 3 ,  and 3 and 4 .  The 
coordinates  of these Points  are specified below: 

Poin t  1: 06 O 3 8 l . 5  N ,  94 O 38I .O E 

Point 2 : 06 O 3 O l . O  N, 94 O 3 2 l . 4  E 

Poin t  3: 06 O 16".2 N, 94 O 2 4 l . 2  E 

Poin t  4 : 06' OO'.O N, 94 0 10l .3  E 
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( 2 )  The coordinates  of the  Points  spec i f i ed  i n  clause (1) 
are geographical coordinates  and the s t r a i g h t  l i n e s  
connecting them are indicated on the c h a r t  attached as 
Annexure 'A' to  this Agreement. 

(3 )  The a c t u a l  l oca t ion  of the above-mentioned Poin ts  
a t  sea s h a l l  be determined by a method t o  be mutually 
agreed upon by t h e  competent a u t h o r i t i e s  of t he  two 
Governments. 

(4) For t h e  purpose of c lause  ( 3 1 ,  "competent a u t h o r i t i e s "  
i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  Republic of India means t h e  Chief Hydrographer 
t o  the Government of India and includes any person authorised 
by him, and i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  the Republic of Indonesia means 
t h e  Direkture Badan Koordinasi Survey Dan Pemetaan Nasional 
(Director  of Coordination Body for National Survey and 
Mapping) and includes any person authorised by him. 

ARTICLE 11 

Each Government hereby undertakes t o  ensure that a11 
the  necessary steps s h a l l  be taken a t  the dornestic. leve1 to  
comply with the  terns of this Agreement. 

ARTICLE I11 

I f  any single geological petroleum or na tu ra l  gas 
s t r u c t u r e  OK f i e l d ,  or  o the r  mineral depos i t  of whatever 
charac te r ,  extends across the  boundary l i n e  r e fe r r ed  t o  i n  
Article I, the two Governments s h a l l  communicate to  each 
o the r  a l l  information i n  t h i s  regard and s h a l l  seek t o  reach 
agreement as t o  the manner i n  which t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  f i e l d  o r  
depos i t  will be most e f f e c t i v e l y  explo i ted  and t he  b e n e f i t s  
a r i s i n g  from such exp lo i t a t ion  w i l l  be equi tab ly  shared. 

ARTICLE I V  

Any d i spu te  between the  two Governments relating 
t o  the  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  or implementation of this Agreement 
shall be s e t t l e d  peaceful ly  by consul ta t ion  o r  negot ia t ion.  

ARTICLE V 

This Agreement s h a l l  be r a t i f i e d  i n  accordance with 
the  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  requirements of each country. I t  s h a l l  
en t e r  i n t o  force  on the date of the exchange of the 
Instruments of Ra t i f i ca t ion  which will take place a t  Delhi 
as soon as possible. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned, being duly 
authorised thereto by their respective Governments, have 
signed this Agreement. 

DONE I N  DUPLICATE at sakarta on the eighth day of 
August, 1974, in the Hindi., Indonesian and English languages. 
I n  the event of any conflict between the t e x t s ,  the English 
t e x t  shall prevail. 

S/ - Swaran Singh S/ - Adam Malik 

FOR THE COVERNmNT OF THE FOR THE GOVERNMENT OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF I N D I A  REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA 

ANALY S IS 

The d e l i m i t a t i o n  of t h e  continental shelf boundary 
between Ind ia  and Indonesia  was p l o t t e d  on t h e  a t t ached  
U . S .  Naval Oceanographic Chart  N.O. 63035. 

The boundary extends  fo r  a d i s t a n c e  of 47.9 nau t i ca  
m i l e s  and has fou r  t e rmina l  or t u r n i n g  po in t s .  The 
d i s t a n c e s  between these p o i n t s  ( 1 - 2 t  2-3, and 3-4) are 
10 .3  n.m., 1 6 . 2  n.m., and 21.4 n.m., respectively. The 
average depth of t h e  water i n  t h e  Great Channel near  t h e  
boundary is w e l l  over 900 fathoms. 

T h i s  shelf boundary can be c l a s s i f i e d  as a modified 
e q u i d i s t a n t  l i n e ,  wi th  equ id i s t ance  occurring a t  t h e  fou r  
t e rmina l  or tu rn ing  p o i n t s  and between p o i n t  3 and po in t  4 
b u t  not along t h e  e n t i r e  boundary. I n  a " t r u e "  e q u i d i s t a n t  
l i n e  t h e  e n t i r e  l i n e  i s  e q u i d i s t a n t  from two p o i n t s  of each 
c o a s t ,  w i th  t h e  t u r n i n g  points being e q u i d i s t a n t  from three 
p o i n t s  (two along one coast and one along the o t h e r  coast) .  
On t h e  India-Indonesia  c o n t i n e n t a l  shelf boundary: 

Poin t  1 i s  e q u i d i s t a n t  f r o m  Rondo I s l and  (Indonesia)  
and Boat Rock ( I n d i a )  ; 

Poin t  2 is e q u i d i s t a n t  from Rondo I s l and  (Indonesia)  
and an unnamed cape n o r t h e a s t  of Hayward P t .  ( I n d i a )  ; 

Poin t  3 is  e q u i d i s t a n t  from Northwest Island (Indonesia) 
and Pygmalion (Parson) Pt. ( I n d i a )  ; and 
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