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INDONESIA-MALAYSIA-THAILAND MARITIME BOUNDARIES 

B e t w e e n  December 1 7  a n d  December 2 1 ,  1 9 7 1 ,  
I n d o n e s i a ,  M a l a y s i a ,  a n d  T h a i l a n d  s i g n e d  a se r ies  of 
a g r e e m e n t s  t h a t :  

1)  E s t a b l i s h e d  a common t r i p o i n t  f o r  t h e i r  
r e s p e c t i v e  m a r i t i m e  b o u n d a r i e s ;  

2 )  C o n t i n u e d  t h e  I n d o n e s i a - M a l a y s i a  c o n t i n e n t a l  
s h e l f  b o u n d a r y  t o  t h e  common t r i p o i n t ; l  

3 )  E x t e n d e d  t h e  M a l a y s i a - T h a i l a n d  m a r i t i m e  boundary 
t o  the Common P o i n t ; 2  a n d  

4 )  P a r t i a l l y  d e l i m i t e d  a n  I n d o n e s i a - T h a i l a n d  
3 m a r i  t i m e  b o u n d a r y .  

THE COMMON P O I N T  

By a n  a g r e e m e n t  s i g n e d  o n  December 2 1 ,  1 9 7 1 ,  t h e  
G o v e r n m e n t s  of I n d o n e s i a ,  M a l a y s i a ,  a n d  T h a i l a n d  
e s t a b l i s h e d  t h e  t r i p o i n t  of t h e i r  maritime b o u n d a r i e s  
( A r t i c l e  l(1)). T h e  f u l l  t e x t  of t h e  a g r e e m e n t ,  w h i c h  
e n t e r e d  i n t o  f o r c e  o n  July 1 6 ,  1 9 7 3 ,  is a t t a c h e d  as 
E n c l o s u r e  N o .  1. 

T h e  "Common P o i n t "  of t h e  t h r e e  m a r i t i m e  
b o u n d a r i e s ,  s i t u a t e d  a t  5'57.0". a n d  98'01.5'E., h a s  n o t  
b e e n  d e t e r m i n e d  o n  t h e  bas i s  of e q u i d i s t a n c e  b e c a u s e  it 
is  s i t u a t e d ,  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  b a s e l i n e s ,  as 
f o l l o w s :  

1. S e e  Limits i n  the Seas N o ,  1, "Indonesia-Malaysia Cont inental  

2 .  See I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Boundary Study No.  57 , "Malaysia-Thailand 

3. 

Shelf Boundary," January 21, 1970. 

Boundary," November 15, 1965. 
I n  subsequent agreements, Indonesia and Thailand have extended 
t h e i r  mrrunon maritime boundary. 
c r ea t ed  an India-Indonesia-Thailand t r ipoint .  
of t h e  boundary will be discussed i n  a f u t u r e  study. 

An a d d i t i o n a l  t r e a t y  has 
These extensions 
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N a m e  of B a s e p o i n t  S t a t e  D i s t a n c e  i n  - N . M .  - - 

Cape J a m b u  A y e r  I n d o n e s i a  52.0 
P. Langkawi  ( N W  P o i n t )  Malaysia 98.9 
KO B u t a n y  T h a i l a n d  7 6 . 1  
( E a s t e r n  Cape) 

I n d o n e s i a  h a s  d r a w n  a r c h i p e l a g i c  b a s e l i n e s  i n  this 
area4 w h i c h  do n o t  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  p r o x i m i t y  f a c t o r .  
T h e  v a r i a t i o n  i n  d i s t a n c e s  b e t w e e n  the Common P o i n t  a n d  
t h e  n e a r e s t  p o i n t s  o n  t h e  respec t ive  b a s e l i n e s  r e f l e c t s  a 
n e g o t i a t e d  s e t t l e m e n t  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  of a 
m a t h e m a t i c a l  f o r m u l a ,  The  I n d o n e s i a n  b a s e p o i n t  is 
s i t u a t e d  o n  t h e  l a r g e  i s l a n d  o f  S u m a t r a ;  t h e  M a l a y s i a n  
b a s e p o i n t  is  o n  a small ,  b u t  still s i y n i f i c a n t - s i z e d ,  
i s l a n d ;  t h e  T h a i  b a s e p o i n t  m a r k s  t h e  e a s t e r n  p o i n t  of a 
r a t h e r  small i s l a n d .  

I TJDOTIESIA-MALAYS1 A MARITIME BOUUDARY 

Ar t i c l e  1( 3 )  e x t e n d s  t h e  I n d o n e s i a - M a l a y s i a  
c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f  b o u n d a r y  f r o m  p o i n t  1, e s t a b l i s h e d  by 
t h e  a g r e e m e n t  s i g n e d  o n  October 2 7 ,  1 9 6 9 ,  t o  t h e  Common 
P o i n t  of t h e  1 9 7 1  a g r e e m e n t .  A n a l y s i s  of t h e  1 9 6 9  
c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f  b o u n d a r y  may be f o u n d  i n  L i m i t s  i n  t h e  
Seas N o ,  1 ( s e e  f o o t n o t e  1 ) .  The  e x t e n s i o n  f r o m  p o i n t  1 
t o  the Common P o i n t  measures 35.85  n a u t i c a l  m i l e s .  Ocean  
d e p t h s  a l o n g  t h i s  l i n e  v a r y  f r o m  47  t o  64 f a t h o m s ,  

4. See L i m i t s  i n  the Seas No, 35, "S t r a igh t  Baselines: 
Indonesia ,"  December 23, 1975. 
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I NDON ES  I A- TH A I LAND FIARI T I  ME BOUNDARY 

On December 1 7 ,  1 9 7 1 ,  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t s  of I n d o n e s i a  
a n d  T h a i l a n d  s i g n e d  a n  a g r e e m e n t  for a p a r t i a l  

T h e  a g r e e m e n t  i n c o r p o r a t e s  t h e  Common P o i n t  a n d  two 
a d d i t i o n a l  t u r n i n g  p o i n t s ,  n o s .  1 a n d  2 .  As n o t e d ,  
I n d o n e s i a  a n d  T h a i l a n d  h a v e ,  by a g r e e m e n t ,  e x t e n d e d  t h i s  
b o u n d a r y  n o r t h w e s t w a r d .  M o r e o v e r ,  I n d i a ,  I n d o n e s i a ,  a n d  
T h a i l a n d  h a v e  a g r e e d  o n  t h e  t r i p o i n t  of t h e i r  maritime 
b o u n d a r i e s .  

d e l i m i t a t i o n  of t h e i r  common m a r i t i m e  b o u n d a r y .  5 

T h e  I n d o n e s i a - T h a i l a n d  maritime b o u n d a r y  m e a s u r e s  
from t h e  Common P o i n t  t o  t h e  two t u r n i n g  p o i n t s  a s  
follows: 

T u r n i n s  P o i n t s  

CP 5 '57 .0 'N 
9 8 ' 0 1 . 5 ' E  

N o .  1. 6 ° 2 1 . 8 ' N  
97O54.0 ' E  

No. 2 .  7 '05 .8"  
96'36.5'E 

D i s t a n c e  i n  
N a u t i ca 1 

Miles 

59.35  

8 8 . 6 7  

To ta l  1 4 8 . 0 2  

S i n c e  t h e  Common P o i n t  is n o t  s i t u a t e d  e q u i d i s t a n t  
f r o m  t h e  t h ree  b a s e l i n e s ,  t h e  l i n e  C P - p o i n t  1 c a n n o t  by 
d e f i n i t i o n  be a n  e q u i d i s t a n t  l i n e .  N e v e r t h e l e s s ,  
p o i n t  1 has b e e n  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  be e q u i d i s t a n t  b e t w e e n  two 
p o i n t s ,  o n e  o n  e a c h  of t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  n a t i o n a l  b a s e l i n e s .  

5. See Enclosure 2 f o r  t h e  t e x t  of this agreement. The r e l evan t  
boundary p i n t s  are r e p a t e d  i n  t h e  tripartite treaty as 
w e l l .  
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I n d o n e s i a n  

n.m. n.m. 
P o i n t  T h a i  B a s e p o i n t  D i s t a n c e  B a s e p o i n t  D i s t a n c e 6  

1 S.  B r o t h e r s  I .  7 0 . 0 4  Jambu  Ayer 7 0 . 2 5  

T h e  same r e l a t i v e  s i t u a t i o n  p r e v a i l s  f o r  t h e  l i n e  
b e t w e e n  p o i n t s  1 a n d  2 .  T h e  l a t t e r  p o i n t  is e q u i d i s t a n t  
f r o m  t h e  neares t  p o i n t s  on t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  n a t i o n a l  
b a s e l i n e s ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  i n t e r v e n i n g  l i n e ,  1 - 2 ,  is n o t  
e q u i d i s t a n t  froiil t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  b a s e l i n e s .  T h e  l i n e  is  
c lose r  t o  T h a i l a n d  t h a n  t o  t h e  I n d o n e s i a n  b a s e l i n e ,  

I n d o n e s i a n  
P o i n t  T h a i  B a s e p o i n t  D i s t a n c e  B a s e p o i n t  D i s t a n c e 6  

n.m. n.m. 

2 S.  Brothers  I .  1 0 3 . 8  P e d i r  P t .  1 0 4 . 1  
P u l o  Weh 1 0 4 . 5  

T h e  b o u n d a r y  f r o m  CP t o  p o i n t  2 is n o t  a t r u e  e q u i d i s t a n t  
b o u n d a r y ;  i t  appears t o  h a v e  b e e n  n e g o t i a t e d  on e q u i t a b l e  
p r i n c i p l e s  u s i n g  a s e l e c t i v e  e q u i d i s t a n t  l i n e .  

Water d e p t h s  increase n o r t h w a r d  f roni t h e  Common P o i n t  
t o  p o i n t  2 from 6 4  t o  n e a r l y  6 0 0  f a t h o m s ,  

6 .  The s l i g h t  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  d i s t a n c e  probably Elate  to the 
c h a r t s ,  datum, and sphero ids  used i n  the ca lcu la t ions .  For 
a11 i n t e n t s  and p u r p s e s ,  t h e  p i n t s  are e q u i d i s t a n t .  
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MALAYSIA-THAILAND MARITIME BOUNDARY 

A r t i c l e  l(4) d e s c r i b e s  t h e  Malaysia-Thailand m a r i t i m e  
b o u n d a r y  i n  t h e  S t r a i t s  of Malacca. The agreement does n o t  
r e l a t e  t o  a maritime l i m i t  between t h e  s t a t e s  i n  t h e  G u l f  
of T h a i l a n d .  

T h e  d i s t ances  between t h e  t u r n i n g  p o i n t s  are as 
follows: 

I; 

A -  

T u r n i n g  P o i n t s  

C P  5"57.0'N No, 1 6O18.O'N 
9 8 ' 0 1 , 5 ' E  99O06.7'E 

No. 1 

!do. 2 

No, 2 6°16.3'N 
3 9 ° 1 9 . 3 ' E  

N o .  3 6 ° 1 8 . 4 ' N  
99O27.5'E 

D i s t a n c e  i n  
N a u t i c a l  

Miles 

6 8 . 2 3  

12.66 

8 . 4 3  

T o t a l  89.32 

T h e  n e g o t i a t e d  t u r n i n g  points relating t o  t h e  respective 
b a s e l i n e s  are a s  f o l l o w s :  



P o i n t s  

CP 

1 

2 

3 

T h a i  
B a s e s o i n t  
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KO B u t a n y  
6 ' 3 1 .9 ' N 

9 9 ' 0 9 . 5 ' E  

O b s e r v a t o r y  I.  
6 '29.7"  

99O10.9  'E 

N i p i s  I .  
6 ' 2 8 . 8  'N 

9 9 ' 1 8 . 6 ' E  

P i n  I .  
6 '29.0 I N 

99 '22  .O ' E  

D i s t a n c e  
n.m. 

7 6 . 1 1  

1 2 . 3 7  

1 2 . 4 6  

1 0 . 8 2  

Ma l a y s  i a n  
B a s e p o i n t  D i s t a n c e  

n.m. 

9 8 . 8 8  L a n g k a w i  I .  
6 '23 .3 'N 

9 9  '37 .2  I E 

L a n g k a w i  I .  
6 O 2 3 .3  I N 

9 9 ' 3 7 . 2 ' E  

L a n g k a w i  I .  
6 '23.3"  

99 '37 .2 'E  

L a n g k a w i  I .  
6 '23.3" 

9 9 ' 3 7 . 2 ' E  

30 .82  

1 9 . 1 4  

1 1 . 8 9  

T h e  n e g o t i a t e d  m a r i t i m e  b o u n h a r y  l i e s ,  a t  a1 f o u r  
p o i n t s ,  closer t o  t h e  T h a i  b a s e l i n e  t h a n  t o  t h e  M a l a y s i a n .  
T h e  T h a i  i s l a n d s ,  a l l  i n  t h e  B u t a n g  G r o u p ,  a re  a l l  smaller 
t h a n  t h e  M a l a y s i a n  i s l a n d ,  P. L a n g k a w i .  N o  c o n s i s t e n t  
r a t i o  of d i s t a n c e  b e t w e e n  t u r n i n g  p o i n t s  a n d  t h e  n e a r e s t  
p o i n t s  o n  t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  b a s e l i n e s  could be d e t e r m i n e d .  
C o n s e q u e n t l y ,  i t  is  a s s u m e d  t h a t  t h e  b o u n d a r y  was 
n e g o t i a t e d  a n  t h e  b a s i s  of e q u i t a b l e  p r i n c i p l e s .  

A t  t achmen  t s : 
1. E n c l o s u r e  N o ,  1. A g r e e m e n t  etc. 
2 .  E n c l o s u r e  110. 2 .  A g r e e m e n t  erc. 



Enclosure No.  1 

AGREEMENT BEXWEEN ?HE GOVF,RNMENT OF THE 
REPUBLIC OF INIXNESIA, ?HE GOVERNMJiW.. OF 

MALAYSIA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF ?HE K1NGIXX-I 
OF THAII;TrT\JD l?ELATITJG ?u THE DELIMITATION OF 
THE CCNTINENTAL SHELF BCUNDARIES If3 ME 
NOKFHEHN PART OF THE STHAITS OF PlALACCA 

THE (;OVF,RNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF D W E S I A ,  
THE GOVERNMENT OF MALAYSIA AND THE G O V E F " T  

OF THE KINGDOM OF THAILAND. 

DESIRIIG t o  s t rengthen  the e x i s t i n g  h i s t o r i c a l  bonds 
of f r i endsh ip  between the three Countr ies ,  

AND DESIRING to e s t a b l i s h  the boundaries of the  
c o n t i n e n t a l  she lves  of the three Countries i n  the 
i n  the northern part of the S t r a i t s  of Malacca, 

HAW AGREED As FOLLckJS: 

AKrICLEaI 

(1) The b u n d a r i e s  of the  m n t i n e n t a l  shelves of 
Indonesia ,  Malaysia and Thailand i n  the northern 
part of the S t r a i t s  of Malacca s h a l l  start fran a 
p o i n t  whose -ordinates are La t i tude  5" 57.0' N 
Longitude 98" 01.5' E ( h e r e i n a f t e r  r e fe r r ed  to as 
"the C m c n  Point"). 

( 2 )  The boundary of the m n t i n e n t a l  she lves  of 
Indonesia and Thailand s h a l l  be formed by the 
s t r a i g h t  l i n e s  drawn from the Cmnnon Poin t  i n  a 
north-westerly d i r e c t i o n  to a pint whose 
co-ordinates are La t i tude  6" 21.8' N Longitude 
97' 54.0' E and from the re  i n  a wes ter ly  
d i r e c t i o n  to a p i n t  whose coordinates  are 
La t i tude  7' 05.8' 1J Longitude 96O 36.5' E as 
s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  Agreement between the Government 
of the Republic of Indonesia and the Government 
of the Kinydom of Thailand r e l a t i n g  to the 
d e l i m i t a t i o n  of a m n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f  b u n d a r y  
betmen t h e  tw Countries i n  t h e  northern part of 
t h e  S t r a i t s  of hlalacca and i n  the Andaman Sea, 
s igned a t  Bangkok on the 1 7 t h  day of 
December, 1971. 
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( 3 )  The boundary of the con t inen ta l  she lves  of 
Indonesia and Malaysia sha l l  k formed by the 
s t r a i g h t  l i n e  drawn from the Cornon Po in t  i n  a 
southward d i r e c t i o n  to  Po in t  1 specified i n  the 
Agreement signed a t  Kua la  Llnnpur on the 27th day 
of October, 1969 between the Government of the 
Republic of Indonesia and the Government of 
Malaysia r e l a t i n g  to the de l imi t a t ion  of the 
con t inen ta l  she lves  k t w e e n  the two Countries 
whose m-ordinates are La t i tude  5' 27.0' N 
Longitude 98' 17.5 '  E, 

( 4 )  The boundary of the con t inen ta l  shelves of 
Malaysia and Thailand s h a l l  be formed by the 
s t r a i g h t  l i n e s  drawn from the Ccsomon Poin t  i n  a 
nor th-eas te r ly  d i r e c t i o n  to a p i n t  whose 
co-ordinates are La t i tude  6' 18.0' Id Longitude 
99' 06.7' E and from there i n  a south-easter ly  
direction to a p i n t  whose m-ordinates are 
La t i tude  6' 16.3'  11 Longitude 99' 19.3'  E and 
frmi the re  i n  a north-easter ly  d i r e c t i o n  to a 
p o i n t  whose m-ordinates are Lat i tude  6' 18.4'  N 
Longitude 39' 27.5' 'E. 

( 5 )  The -ordinates of the p i n t s  spec i f i ed  above 
are yeographical m-ordinates  der ived from the 
B r i t i s h  Admiralty Charts  No .  793 and No. 830 and 
the s t m i g h t  l i n e s  mrmectiny them are indica ted  
on the c h a r t  a t tached  as llrvlexure "A" to this 
Ag reeinen t . 

( 6 )  The a c t u a l  l oca t ion  of the  abovementioned p i n t s  
a t  sea s h a l l  be determined by a method to k 
mutual ly  agreed upon by the mmpetent a u t h o r i t i e s  
of the  r e spec t ive  Governments concerned. 

( 7 )  For the purpses of paragraph ( 6 1 ,  "cumpetent: 
a u t h o r i t i e s "  i n  r e l a t i o n  to the Republic of 
Indonesia  means the Chief of the Cwordina t ing  
Body for Nat ional  Survey and Mapping, Republic of 
Indonesia,  and includes any person author i sed  by 
him; i n  r e l a t i o n  to Malaysia the Director of 
I h t i o n d l  Mappiny, I?alaysia,  and includes any 
person authorised by h i m ;  and i n  r e l a t i o n  to  the 
Kingdom of Thailand the Director of the 
Hydroyraphic Department, Thailand, and includes 
any person au thor i sed  by him. 
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Each Government hereby undertakes to ensure that 
a l l  the necessary steps s h a l l  k taken at t he  domestic 
l e v e l  t o  comply with the terms of this Agreement. 

ARTICLE I11 

If any s i n g l e  geological petroleum or n a t u r a l  
yas  structure extends across the b u n d a r y  l i n e  or 
l i n e s  r e f e r r e d  to  i n  Article I and the part of such 
s t r u c t u r e  which is s i t u a t e d  on one s i d e  of the s a i d  
lirie or l i n e s  is exploitable, wholly or i n  part from 
t h e  other s i d e  or sides of the s a i d  l i n e  or l i n e s ,  the 
Goverrmerits concerned s h a l l  seek to reach agreement as 
to tne manner i n  which the s t r u c t u r e  w i l l  be mst 
e f f e c t i v e l y  exploi ted.  

ARTICLE IV 

Any d i spu te  k t w e e n  the three Governments a r i s i n g  
out of the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  or implenientation of this 
Agreement s h a l l  be s e t t l e d  i x a c e f u l l y  by m n s u l t a t i o n  
or negot ia t ion .  

ARTICLE V 

T h i s  Agreement s h a l l  be c l a r i f i e d  i n  accordance 
with the legal requirements of the three Countries. 

ARTICLE VI 

This  Agreement s h a l l  e n t e r  into force on the d a t e  
of the exchange of the I n s t r m e n t s  of Ra t i f i ca t ion .  

I N  WITNESS WHEREOF t h e  undersigned being duly 
au thor i sed  t h e r e t o  by their r e spec t ive  Governments, 
have signed this Ayreement. 
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LCIJE I N  THIPLICATE a t  lCuala Lmpur the 21s t  day 
of December, 1971 i n  Indonesian, Malaysian, Thai and 
English languages. I n  the event of any m n f l i c t  
between the t e x t s ,  the English t e x t  s h a l l  prevail. 

FOR THE GOVERNTIIENT FOR THE WVERWlETJT FOR THE c;ovERNMEIJT 
OF 1WE REPUBLIC OF OF PIALAYSIA OF ZHE KINGDOM OF 

INDCNESIA THAILAND 

syd . sgd . syd . 

_____dddddd---II_ ________dd-dI----- ----________d-dId-- 

(Prof. Dr. (Tan S r i  Haji (Mr. V i j a  Sethaput, 
Scernantri B r o d j e  M u 1  Kadir b in  Under-Secre t a r y  of 

negoro , Yusof,  S t a t e  for Nat ional  
Minis te r  of Mines, Attorney General Developent  , i n  
Relxlblic of Malaysia. ) charge of the 
Indonesia. 1 Ministry of 

National 
Developlent.)  
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AKI'ICLE V 

This Agreement s h a l l  en t e r  i n t o  force on the  date of 
t h e  exchange of Ins t rmen t s  of Rat i f icat ion.  

IN W I T N E S  CWERIWF the  undersigned, being duly 
authorized thereto by t h e i r  respect ive Governments, 
have siyned t h i s  Agreement, 

DONE IN WPLICATE a t  hnykok, t h i s  seventeenth day of 
D e c e i n k r ,  one thousand nine hundred and seventy me, 
i n  the Indonesian Thai and Engl ish languages. I n  the 
event of any m n f l i c t  betwen the t e x t s ,  the English 
t e x t  s h a l l  prevail .  

THE KEWBLIC OF INDONESIA !ME KIHGDOM OF THAILAND 

sgd . sgd . 

(Professor Dr. Sumantri 
Brodjoneyoro) 

( M r .  V i j a  Sethaput) 




