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STRAIGHT BASELINFS: REPUBLIC OF KOREA 

The Republic of Korea promulgated a system of s t r a igh t  
baselines by President ia l  DeCree No. 9162 of September 20, 
1978. The f u l l  text  of the decree is as follows: 

PRESIDENTIAL DECREE No. 9162 
(Prmulgated on September 20, 1978) 

Enforcement Decree of the Territorial Sea Law 

Article 1. 

Article 2. 

purpose 

The purpose of t h i s  Decree is to regulate 
matters governed by the Territorial Sea 
Law (hereinaf ter  referred to as "the Law") 
and the enforcement thereof. 

~ a s e  Points of Straight  Base Lines 

I n  measuring the width of the territorial 
sea, in  accordance with paragraph 2 of 
Article 2 of the Law, water areas sha l l  be 
determined from base l ines  drawn ktween 
points indicated in  the attached Annex No,  1. 

Article 3. 

A r t i c l e  4. 

Scope of the Territorial Sea in  the Korea 
Strait 

The territorial sea i n  the waters which mmpse 
t h e  Korea Strait,  which is used for inter- 
national navigation, s h a l l  be the waters on 
the  landward side of the lines indicated i n  
t he  attached Annex No. 2, in accordance with 
the  provisions of Article 1 of the Law. 

Navigation of Foreign Warships, etc. 

If a foreign warship or a mn-comercia1 
government vessel intends to navigate Korean 
territorial sea, the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs  sha l l  be not i f ied of the following 
par t icu lars  three days in  advance (excluding 
o f f i c i a l  holidays), in  accordance with the 
latter part of paragraph 1 of Article 5 of 
the Law. However, this sha l l  not apply i f  the 
waters through which the aforesaid vessel 
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naviyates m n s t i t u t e  a strait used for 
in te rna t iona l  navigation i n  which there  is m 
high seas area. 

1. Name, type and number of the vessel.  
2. Purpose of navigation. 
3. Route and schedule. 

Article 5. A c t i v i t i e s  of Foreign Vessels i n  the 
Territorial Sea 

Parayraph 1, 
conduct a c t i v i t i e s  in  the territorial sea 
s t i p u l a t e d  i n  Nos. 2 to 5, 11, or 13 of 
paragraph 2,  Article 5 of the Law, a request 
containing the following particulars s h a l l  be 
submitted to the  Minister of Foreign Affairs ,  
and authorization, approval or a m s e n t  s h a l l  be 
obtained from the a u t h o r i t i e s  ooncemed. 

I f  a foreign vessel  intends to 

1. rqame, type and number of the vessel. 
2. Purpose of the a c t i v i t i e s .  
3. Area, route  and schedule. 

Paragraph 2. With regard to the a c t i v i t i e s  
mentioned i n  Nos. 2 through 5, 11, or 13 of 
paragraph 2 of Article 5 of the Law, 
authorizat ion,  approval or mnsent  obtained 
from the a u t h o r i t i e s  mncerned under another 
l a w  shal l  be regarded as authorization, 
approval or mnsent  under t h i s  Decree. 

Article 6. Standards for Control of Discharge of 
Pol lu tan ts  

Standards for control  of discharge of 
pol lu tan ts ,  mentioned i n  No.  9 of paragraph 2 
of Article 5 of the Law, sha l l  be governed by 
the provisions of Article 5 and paragraphs 1 
and 2 of Article 10 of the Law (311 Prevention of 
Marine Pollution. 

Temporary Suspension of Innocent Passage 

Paragraph 1. 
passage of a foreign vessel  i n  a c e r t a i n  area 
of the territorial sea, as mentioned i n  
paragraph 3 of Article 5 of the Law, shall be 
determined by the Minister of National Defense, 
subject to advance de l ibera t ion  by the State 
Council and approval of the President ,  

I 

A r t i c l e  7. -. 
Temporary suspension of innocent 



Paragraph 2. 
mentioned i n  paragraph 1, the Minister of 
National Defense shall publicly announce 
without delay the  area i n  which innocent 
passage is temporarily suspended, the period of 
suspension, and the reason therefore. 

Upon approval of the President as 

ADDENDA 

Paragraph 1, Date of Enforcement 

This  Decree shall go i n t o  force on and after 
September 20, 1978. 

Paragraph 2. Abolition of Other Regulation 

Article 2 of the Regulation aoncerning Date of 
Enforcement of the T e r r i t o r i a l  Sea, i.e. 
Pres ident ia l  Decree No. 8994, and the Annex 
attached thereto,  s h a l l  be deleted, 
re spec t ive l y  . 

ANNEX No. 1 - WATERS ?r, WHICH STRAIGHT LINE IS APPLIED AND ?HE 
BASE POINTS THEREOF 

Base Geographical Latitude and 
Water Area Point Designat ion Lnnqitude 

1 Talman-gap N 36' 06' 05" 
Yong il-man (Talman Point)  
(Yongil Bay) E 129' 26' 06" 

2 Changg i-gap N 36' 05' 19" 
(Changki Point)  

E 129O 33' 36" 

3 .  Hwaamch' u N 35' 28' 13" 

Ulsan-man E 129' 24'  39" 
( U l s a n  Bay) 

4. Pcpllwol-gap N 35O 25' 45" 
(Panviol Point)  

E 129' 22' 16'' 
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Base Geographical 
Water Area Point k s  iqnat ion 

5 1.5 meter rock 
Namhaean 
(South Coast) 

6 Saeng-do 
(south  end) 

7 Al-Sam 

9 Habaek-do 

10 Kmun-do 

Latitude and 
b n a  i tude 

N 35' 09' 59" 

E 129' 13'12" 

N 35' 02' 01" 
* "  

E 129' 05' 43" 

N 34" 31' 52" 

E 128' 44' 11" 

N 34' 17' 04" 

E 127' 51' 25'' 

N 34' 01' 38" 

E 127O 36' 48" 

N 34' 00' 07" 

E 127' 19' 35" 

11 YOsodO N 3 3 O  57' 56'' 

E 126' 55' 39" 

12 Changsudo N 33' 54' S5" 
( island) 

E 126' 38'  25" 

13 Cholmyong-i N 33' 51' 54" 

E 126' 18' 54'' 

14 Sohuksando N 34' 02' 40" m 

E 125' 07' 34'' 
a 

15 Sokukhul-do N 34' 06' 51" 
Sohaean 
(West Coast) (Northwst of E 125' 04' 42'' 

Sohuksando island) 



-5- 

Base Geographical Latitude and 
Water Area Point Desiqnation Longitude 

16 Hong-do N 3 4 O  40' 18" 

E 125' 10' 25" 

17 Nop'un-Sam N 3 4 O  43' 03" 
(West-North of 
Hwlg-do) E 125O ll' 25" 

18 Hoeng-do N 35O 20' 03" 

22 

23 

E 125' 59' 14" 

19 Sangwangdmg-do N 35' 39' 30" 

E 126' 06' 16" 

20 P' i-scan N 35' 53' 10" 

E 126' 04' 15" 

21 Och'ong-do N 36' 07' 05" 

E 125' 58' 11" 

Kyongnyolbi-yolto N 36' 36' 36" 

E 125O 32' 30" 

Soryong-do N 36' 58' 38" 

E 125O 45' 02" 

ANNEX No. 2 - THE CeSTER W A R Y  OF THE TERRITORIAL SEA 
IN ?HE KOREA STRAIT 

1. 

2. 

A l i n e  three nautical m i l e s  frm the straight lines 
connecting, i n  order, Base Point #5 (1.5 meter 
rock), Base Point #6 (Saeng-do) I and Base Poin t  #7 
(Al-sam) , specif id in Annex 1. 

Fram the point where a line drawn at 127O from Base 
Poin t  #5 in Annex 1 (1.5 meter rock) intersects the 
l i n e  described i n  paragraph 1 above,,a l i n e  drawn 
a t  9 3 O  to the pint where it intersects the 12 
nautical m i l e  line. 
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3 .  From t h e  p o i n t  where a l i n e  drawn a t  120° f rom Base 
P o i n t  # 7  in Annex 1 ( A l - s o m  I s l a n d )  i n t e r s e c t s  w i t h  
t h e  l i n e  descr ibed i n  p a r a g r a p h  1 above ,  a l i n e  
drawn a t  172O t o  t h e  p o i n t  where it i n t e r s e c t s  the 1 

1 2  n a u t i c a l  mile l i n e .  

ANALYSIS 

The s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e  s y s t e m  does n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  a s i n g l e ,  
c o n t i n u o u s  s y s t e m  (see a t t a c h e d  map). The f o u r  d i s t i n c t  s y s t e m s  
which  have  been  i d e n t i f i e d  i n  t h e  d e c r e e  e n c l o s e  Yongil-man, 
Ulsan-man, s o u t h e r n  coastal  waters, and  w e s t e r n  coastal  
waters. l  Table 1 summarizes  t h e  b a s e p o i n t s  i n c l u d e d  i n  each 
s y s t e m  and  t h e  d i s t a n c e s  be tween t h e  r e l e v a n t  b a s e p o i n t s ,  

Bay c l o s i n g  l i n e s  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  f i r s t  t w o  Korean b a s e l i n e  
s y s t e m s .  
Yongil-man, which is l o c a t e d  on t h e  c e n t r a l  part of Korea's east  
coast .  Ulsan-man, s i t u a t e d  a l o n g  t h e  s o u t h e a s t e r n  coast ,  h a s  a 
c l o s i n g  l i n e  ( segmen t  3 - 4 )  e x t e n d i n g  for 3.14 m i l e s .  

Segment 1 - 2 ,  6 .13  miles i n  l e n g t h , 2  closes o f f  

The  t h i r d  and  f o u r t h  b a s e l i n e  systems c o n n e c t  i s l a n d s  and 
r o c k s  o f f  t h e  s o u t h e r n  and  w e s t e r n  coast  of t h e  R e p u b l i c  of 
Korea. Segments  5-6 t h r o u g h  13-14 c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  t h i r d  system, 
which  is 236.57 m i l e s  i n  l e n g t h .  Segment 5-6 r u n s  a l o n g  t h e  
w e s t e r n  c h a n n e l  of t h e  Korea S t r a i t  before t u r n i n g  i n  a westerly 
d i r e c t i o n .  The i s l a n d s  of Cheju-do, Hwa-do, and Haeam-so are not 
i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e  sys tem.  

The  f o u r t h  b a s e l i n e  s y s t e m  b e g i n s  on Sokukhul-do and  
c o n t i n u e s  no r thward  for 199.47 m i l e s  a l o n g  t h e  f r i n g i n g  i s l a n d s  
and  rocks o f f  S o u t h  Korea's w e s t  coast. The f i n a l  basepoint ,  
number 23 on  Soryong-do, is s i t u a t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  2 1  m i l e s  f rom 
t h e  n e a r e s t  ma in land  p o i n t .  T h e  claimed l i m i t  between S o u t h  
Korean  i n t e r n a l  waters and  S o u t h  Korean t e r r i t o r i a l  sea n o r t h e a s t  
of t h i s  p o i n t  is n o t  d e t e r m i n e d .  

1 T h e  f o l l o w i n g  g e o g r a p h i c a l  terms are u s e d  i n  t h i s  s t u d y :  w 

man = bay; 
d o  = i s l a n d ;  
y o l t o  = i s l a n d  group; 
gap = p o i n t ;  
hachyop = s t r a i t  

2 All m i l e a g e s  i n  t h i s  s t u d y  are s t a t e d  i n  n a u t i c a l  m i l e s .  One 
n a u t i c a l  m i l e  = 1.15 s t a t u t e  m i l e s  = 1,852 meters. 
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TABLE 1 

Republic of Korea's 
Stra ight  Basel ine Systems 

Water Body Basepoints D i s t a n c e  Between 
Basepoints 

(Nautical Miles) 

Yang i l -man 

Ulsan-man 

S o u t h e r n  Coast 

Western Coast 

1-2 

3-4 

6.13 

'3.14 

5- 6 
6-7 
7-8 
8-9 
9-10 

10-11 
11-12 
12-13 
13-14 

15-16 
16-17 
17-18 
18-19 
19-20 
20-21 
21-22 
22-23 

10.05 
34.94 
46 " 0 9  
19.61 
14.39 
20 -02 
14.65 
16.52 
60.30 

33.72 

53.91 
20.25 
13.74 
14.74 
36.04 
24.20 

2.87 
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I n  terms of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  concern, a t  l ea s t  t w o  c r i t i c a l  
areas c a n  be i d e n t i f i e d :  t h e  w e s t e r n  c h a n n e l  of t h e  Korea S t r a i t  
and C h e j u  Hachyop. T h e s e  s t ra i ts  are t w o  of a number of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s t ra i ts  i n  t h e  r e g i o n .  The w e s t e r n  c h a n n e l  of t h e  
Korea S t r a i t  runs be tween  S o u t h  Korea, on t h e  west, and  t h e  
Japanese i s l a n d  of Tsush ima ,  on the east .  A l t h o u g h  b o t h  J a p a n  
a n d  S o u t h  Korea claim 12-mile territorial seas, each c o u n t r y  h a s  
made provision i n  i t s  l a w  l i m i t i n g  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  seas in t h e  
w e s t e r n  c h a n n e l  t o  less t h a n  12 miles.3 The e f fec t  of t h e  
t w o  actions h a s  b e e n  t o  r e t a i n  a " h i g h  seas" corridor t h r o u g h o u t  
t h e  W e s t e r n  Channel. By e s t a b l i s h i n g  a s t r a i g h t  baseline system 
in t h i s  area, however, Korea has narrowed t h e  h i g h  seas corridor. 

T h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of a b a s e l i n e  system i n  t h e  k h e j u  Hachyop, 
when coupled w i t h  S o u t h  K o r e a n ' s  new t e r r i t o r i a l  sea law, h a s  t h e  
e f f e c t  of placing t h e  entire Che ju  Hachyop w i t h i n  t h e  S o u t h  
Korean t e r r i t o r i a l  sea. Art i c l e  4 of Presidential Decree No, 
9162 r e q u i r e s  w a r s h i p s  t o  g i v e  notification pr io r  t o  t r a n s i t i n g  
South Korea's t e r r i t o r i a l  sea: a p r a v i s i o n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and 
many o t h e r  s t a t e s  r e f u s e  t o  r e c o g n i z e .  The p r o v i s i o n ,  however ,  
d o e s  n o t  apply i f  t h e  waters " c o n s t i t u t e  a s t r a i t  used  for 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  n a v i g a t i o n  i n  which  t h e r e  ip no h i g h  seas area." 

3 The U n i t e d  S t a t e s  does n o t  recognize a n y  s t a t e ' s  claim t o  a 
t e r r i t o r i a l  sea b r e a d t h  i n  e x c e s s  of 3 miles. I n  t h e  UN Law 
of t h e  Sea n e g o t i a t i o n s ,  however ,  the U n i t e d  States  h a s  
e x p r e s s e d  i t s  w i l l i n g n e s s  t o  accept a maximum t e r r i t o r i a l  sea 
b r e a d t h  of 1 2  miles w i t h i n  t h e  framework of a c o m p r e h e n s i v e  
a n d  acceptable Law of t h e  Sea treaty.  




