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T h i s  paper  i s  one o f  a s e r i e s  i s s u e d  by The Geographer,  
Bureau of I n t e Z Z i g e n c e  and Research  of t h e  Department of 
S t a t e .  The aim o f  t h e  s e r i e s  i s  t o  s e t  f o r t h  t h e  b a s i s  
f o r  nat ionaZ arrangements  f o r  t h e  measurement of t h e  
t e r r i t o r i a l  s e a  o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  of t h e  mar i t ime  a r e a s  
of c o a s t a l  n a t i o n s .  

I n t e n d e d  f o r  background use  o n l y ,  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  document 
does  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  an o f f i c i a l  accep tance  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
Government o f  t h e  Zine o r  l i n e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  on t h e  c h a r t s  
or, n e c e s s a r i t y ,  of t h e  s p e c i f i c  p r i n c i p Z e s  invoZved ,  i f  any,  
i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d r a f t i n g  of t h e  l i n e s .  A d d i t i o n a l  c o p i e s  
may be r e q u e s t e d  by m a i l  from The Geographer,  Department 
o f  S t a t e ,  Washington,  D . C .  20520,' o r  by teZephone 
(Area  Code 2 0 2 ,  6 3 2 - 2 0 2 2 ) .  
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On J u n e  4 ,  1975 ,  t h e  Governments  of t h e  
R e p u b l i c  of The G a m b i a  and the  R e p u b l i c  of S e n e g a l  
s i g n e d  a n  a g r e e m e n t  d e l i m i t i n g  m a r i t i m e  b o u n d a r i e s  
i n  t h e  N o r t h  A t l a n t i c  Ocean. I n s t r u m e n t s  of 
r a t i f i c a t i o n  were exchanged and  t h e  t r ea ty  e n t e r e d  
i n t o  f o r c e  on  Augus t  27 ,  1976.  The f u l l  t e x t  is as 
f o l l o w s :  

The Government of the Republ ic  of Senegal and 
The Government of the Republic of The Gambia  

Considering the ties of friendship exis t ing 
between their t m  nations; 

Being motivated by the pr inciples  of the 
Charter of the United Nations and the Charter of the 
Organisation of African Unity; 

Determined to es tab l i sh  and to maintain between 
them conditions favourable f o r  the developent  of 
co-operation between the Republic of Senegal and the 
Republic of The Gambia:  

Desiring to settle peacefully the problem of 
the  maritime boundaries between States;  

Have mncluded between them the present Treaty 
f ix ing  the maritime boundaries between the Republic 
of  Senegal and the Republic of The Gambia, and have 
agreed as follows: 

ARTICLE ONE 

The maritime boundary to the N o r t h  aomnences from 
the  point of intersection of the land boundary with 
the  coast and follows the parallel of l a t i t ude  ~ 

13O35'36'' North. 

The maritime boundary to the South OOmnences from 
t h e  point T of intersect ion of the land boundary 
s i tua ted  to the  South of the River Allahein (or 
San Pedro) with the coast and of which the 
co-ordinates are: 

Latitude : 13O03'51" North; 
Longitude: 16O44'49'' West. 
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E'ran point  T, t he  marithe boundary proceeds in  
a south-westerly d i rec t ion  as f a r  as point  M of 
which the  m-ordinates are: 

Lat i tude : 13°01'21" North; 
Longitude: 16O45'19" W e s t .  

Fran p i n t  M, t he  marithe f r o n t i e r  proceeds i n  
a northerly d i rec t ion  as far as p i n t  P of which the 
co-ordinates are: 

Latitude : 13O03'27" North; 
Longitude: 16O45'22" West. 

From point  P, the  maritime f r o n t i e r  follows the 
parallel of latitude 13O03'27" North. 

ARTICLE THREE 

The boundaries defined i n  Articles One and Two above 
have been delimited on the  basis of the French Chart 
No. 6125 on the  scale of 1:300,500 ( l a t i t u d e  13O40') 
agreed by the  Government of the Republic of The Gambia 
and the  Government of the  Republic of Senegal and of 
which an enlarged ex t r ac t  is annexed to the present 
Treaty. 

PART I1 - GENERAL PROVISIONS 
AR!rICLE FOUR 

The present Treaty w i l l  be r a t i f i e d  by each State 
according to its cxnl~l cons t i tu t iona l  procedures. 

I t  w i l l  en t e r  i n to  force from the date  of the 
exchange of instruments of r a t i f i ca t ion .  

AIiTICLE FIVE 

The Treaty w i l l  be regis tered a t  the  Secretar ia t -  
General of the United Nations Organisation at the  
Secretariat-General of the  Organisation of African 
Unity and a t  the  Permanent Senegalo-Gambian Secretariat. 

Done at  Banjul, on 4th June 1975 i n  two or ig ina l  
t e x t s  i n  the  French language and the  English 
language, both t e x t s  being equally authentic. 

On behalf of the Republic of Gambia: 
S i r  Dada Rairaba J A W  
For t h e  Republic of Senegal: 
Leopold Sedar SENGmR. 
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ANALYSIS 

The  f o  l o w i n g  a n a l y s i s  is d a s e d  on  t h e  
d e p i c t i o n  of t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  on DMAHTC c h a r t  
N o .  51032 a n d  o n  a n  e n l a r g e d  ex t rac t  of F r e n c h  
C h a r t  N o .  6125,  wh ich  w a s  annexed  t o  t h e  t r e a t y .  
G e o d e s i c  d i s t a n c e s  h a v e  been  c a l c u l a t e d  by 
c o m p u t e r  a n d  may be b a s e d  on  a s p h e r o i d  d i f f e r e n t  
from t h e  o n e  u t i l i z e d  by  t h e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s .  
S l i g h t  d i s c r e p a n c i e s  may, t h e r e f o r e ,  appear i n  a n y  
compar i son .  

The G a m b i a  h a s  a n  A t l a n t i c  Ocean coastal  

I t  is b o r d e r e d  on  i t s  t h r e e  l a n d  s i d e s  by S e n e g a l  
w h i c h  n e c e s s i t a t e d  t h e  n e g o t i a t i o n  of b o t h  a 
n o r t h e r n  and  s o u t h e r n  m a r i t i m e  boundary .  

f r o n t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  32 m i l e s  l o n g .  1 

N o r t h e r n  Boundary  

The  n o r t h e r n  maritime boundary  e x t e n d s  f rom 
The  Gambia-Senegal  l a n d  boundary  t e r m i n u s  seaward  
a l o n g  t h e  1 3 ° 3 5 t 3 6 "  n o r t h  p a r a l l e l  of l a t i t u d e  t o  
a n  u n d e t e r m i n e d  o u t e r  l i m i t  
T h e  c u r r e n t  n a t i o n a l  m a r i n e  claims o f  t h e s e  s ta tes  
a r e  as f o l l o w s : 3  

(see a t t a c h e d  map). 2 

1. 

2. 

A l l  mileage f igures  in  t h i s  study are naut ical  m i l e s  
(1 n.m. = 6,076 f e e t  = 1,852 meters). 
The northern land boundary terminus was  established by 
t h e  Anglo-French t r ea ty  of August 10, 1889, and 
c l a r i f i e d  by the AnglGF'rench-proc es-verbal of 
June 9, 1891. 

3. The United States does not recognize any state's claim to 
a territorial sea breadth in  excess of 3 m i l e s .  I n  the  
UN Law of the  Sea negotiations,  however, the 
United States has expressed its wi l l ingmss  to accept a 
maximum territorial sea breadth of 1 2  m i l e s  within the 
framework of a comprehensive and acceptable Law of the 
Sea treaty. 
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The G a m b i a :  50-mi le  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea. 

S e n e g a l :  150-mi le  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea; 
200-mi le  economic  zone.  

The  p o i n t  a l o n g  t h e  t r e a t y  pa ra l l e l  o f  
l a t i t u d e  which  is 200  m i l e s  from S e n e g a l  is o n l y  
1 7 1  m i l e s  f rom Cape Verde .  A p o i n t  on t h i s  l i n e  
e q u i d i s t a n t  f rom t h e  n e a r e s t  Cape Verde  and  
S e n g a l e s e  b a s e l i n e  would b e  s i t u a t e d  a t  a p p r o x i -  
m a t e l y  13°35 '36"N,  2OO25'50"W -- 1 8 5  miles f rom 
e a c h  coast .  T h i s  p o i n t  would b e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  
214 miles  f rom The  Gambia. 

S o u t h e r n  Boundarv 

The  s o u t h e r n  m a r i t i m e  boundary  c o n s i s t s  o f  
t h r e e  s e g m e n t s  w i t h  no  s p e c i f i e d  seaward l i m i t .  
B e g i n n i n g  a t  The Gambia-Senegal  l a n d  boundary  
t e r m i n u s  ( p o i n t  T ) ,  t h e  l i n e  r u n s  i n  a s o u t h -  
w e s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  f o r  0 .70  m i l e s  t o  p o i n t  M.4 
A t  p o i n t  M t h e  boundary  t u r n s  t o  t h e  n o r t h -  
w e s t  and c o n t i n u e s  f o r  0 . 1 1  miles  t o  p o i n t  P. 
From p o i n t  P t h e  l i n e  e x t e n d s  w e s t  a l o n g  t h e  
p a r a l l e l  of 13O03'27" N o r t h  l a t i t u d e .  

From a n  a n a l y s i s  of t h e  t r e a t y  maps, it ap- 
pears  t h a t  p o i n t s  M and  P h a v e  been  d e r i v e d  geo- 
m e t r i c a l l y  by d e v e l o p i n g  c o n s t r u c t i o n  l i n e s  i n  t h e  
i n s h o r e  area.  P o i n t  M c a l c u l a t e s  t o  be v e r y  close 
t o  t h e  mid -po in t  of l i n e  A-B' .  P o i n t  M is 
s l i g h t l y  n e a r e r  t o  S e n g a l e s e  t e r r i t o r y  
( 0 . 6 4  m i l e s )  t h a n  t o  Gambian t e r r i t o r y  
( 0 . 7 0  m i l e s ) .  

T o  e s t a b l i s h  p o i n t  P ,  t h e  t w o  s t a t e s  f i r s t  
d e v e l o p e d  a t r i a n g l e ,  A-mid-point o f  t h e  mouth of 
t h e  A l l a h e i n  R i v e r  ( s i t u a t e d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  where  
t h e  l e t t e r  T is on  t h e  i n s e t  map) - B - A.  The 
s t r a i g h t - l i n e  d i s t a n c e s  f rom t h e  r i v e r  mouth t o  
p o i n t s  A a n d  B a r e  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same. The 
a n g l e  A - mouth o f  r i v e r  - B w a s  b i s e c t e d  and 
drawn t o  l i n e  A-B. P o i n t  P h a s  b e e n  located on 
l i n e  A-B' o n  t h e  p a r a l l e l  of l a t i t u d e  a t  which  t h e  
b i s e c t o r  i n t e r s e c t e d  l i n e  A-B. 

4. The coordinates of point  T, not c i t ed  in  earlier treaties, 
probably have been agreed to by The G a m b i a  and Senegal. 
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L i n e  M-P is  a s e g m e n t  of l i n e  A - B ' .  The  
c loses t  t e r r i t o r y  t o  p o i n t  P ,  h o w e v e r ,  is t h e  l a n d  
b o u n d a r y  t e r m i n u s ,  p o i n t  T. 

T h e  r e a s o n  for t h i s  i n i t i a l  jog i n  t h e  
b o u n d a r y  c a n  b e s t  b e  e x p l a i n e d  by s a y i n g  t h a t  it 
w a s  o n e  n e g o t i a t e d  me thod  w h i c h  r e s u l t e d  i n  a n  
e q u i t a b l e  s o l u t i o n  a g r e e a b l e  t o  b o t h  p a r t i e s .  




