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T h i s  p a p e r  i s  one o f  a s e r i e s  i s s u e d  b y  T h e  G e o g r a p h e r ,  
B u r e a u  o f  I n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d  R e s e a r c h  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
S t a t e .  The a i m  o f  t h e  s e r i e s  i s  t o  s e t  f o r t h  t he  b a s i s  
for n a t i o n a l  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  t h e  m e a s u r e m e n t  of t h e  
t e r r i t o r i a l  s e a  o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  m a r i t i m e  a r e a s  
o f  c o a s t a l  n a t i o n s .  

I n t e n d e d  f o r  b a c k g r o u n d  u s e  o n l y ,  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  d o c u m e n t  
does  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  a n  o f f i c i a l  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
Government o f  t h e  l i n e  or  l i n e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  on t h e  c h a r t s  
or, n e c e s s a r i l y ,  of t he  s p e c i f i c  p r i n c i p l e s  i n v o l v e d ,  i f  a n y ,  
i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d r a f t i n g  o f  t h e  l i n e s .  P r i n c i p a l  a n a l y s t  
f o r  t h i s  s t u d y :  Rober t  W .  S m i t h .  A d d i t i o n a l  c o p i e s  may  be 
r e q u e s t e d  b y  m a i l . f r o m  T h e  O f f i c e  o f  T h e  G e o g r a p h e r ,  D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  S t a t e ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  2 0 5 2 0 ,  or by t e l e p h o n e  
( A r e a  C o d e  2 0 2 ,  6 3 2 - 2 0 2 2 ) .  
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CONTINENTAL SHELF BOUNDARY: ITALY-SPAIN 

On F e b r u a r y  1 9 ,  1 9 7 4 ,  t h e  Governments  of t h e  I t a l i a n  
R e p u b l i c  and t h e  S p a n i s h  S t a t e  s i g n e d  a n  a g r e e m e n t  
d e l i m i t i n g  a c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f  boundary  i n  t h e  
M e d i t e r r a n e a n  Sea be tween  t h e  i s l a n d s  of Minorca  and  
S a r d i n i a .  I n s t r u m e n t s  o f  r a t i f i c a t i o n  were exchanged  and 
t h e  t r e a t y  e n t e r e d  i n t o  force on  November 1 6 ,  1978 .  T h e  
f u l l  t e x t  of t h e  a g r e e m e n t  is as f o l l o w s :  

Convention between Spain and I t a l y  
on the Determination of the Continental 

Shelf  between the two States 

The Chief of the Spanish S t a t e  and the President 
o f  the I t a l i a n  Republic des i r ing  to set the dividing l i n e  
between the  respect ive parts of the Continental shelf  in  
t h e  Mediterranean Sea, over which parts each one of these 
S t a t e s  exercises ,  respectively,  sovereign r i g h t s  
respecting the exploration and the exploi ta t ion by it of 
its m t u r a l  resources, have decided to mnclude a 
Convention and to this end have agreed to the following 
provis  ions : 

A r t i c l e  1 (1) : The dividing l i n e  of the 
Continental  shelf  between Spain and I ta ly  w i l l  remain 
establ ished f o l l w i n g  the  c r i t e r i o n  of equidistance from 
respec t ive  baselines.  

- (2): The Contracting Parties agree 
t h a t ,  for the  mcment, the  del imitat ion w i l l  mt  extend 
north fu r the r  than point  A, and south fur ther  than 
poin t  L. 

- ( 3 )  : Between points  A and L, the 
dividing l i n e  remains defined by t he  geodesic l i n e s  which 
follow the  great circle arcs which uni te  the  points  hose 
coordinates are as follows: 
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POINTS 

A 
B 
C 
D 
E 
F 
G 
H 
I 
L 

LATITUDE N O m  LCNGITUDE EAST 

41' 09.3' 
41' 06.5' 
40' 35.7' 
40' 31.7' 
40° 27.3' 
40' 21.5' 
40' 01.7' 
39' 37.5' 
39O 20.8' 
38' 55.0' 

5' 56.6' 
5' 57.6' 
6' 07.8' 
6' 08.9' 
6' 10.1' 
6' 11.9' 
6' 18.0' 
6 O  18.0' 
6' 13.0' 
6' 05.8' 

The l i n e  AL appears traced on the  I t a l i a n  Nauticai  Chart 
no. 432 on a scale of 1:1,000,000 edi ted in  1965, which is 
annexed to the  present Convention. 

A r t i c l e  2 (1): Where a deposit ( y a c h i e n t o )  of 
na tura l  resources is split between the dividing l i n e  of 
the Continental shelves and the part of the deposit 
s i tua t ed  on one of the  sides of the dividing l i n e  is 
exploitable in  total or in  part f m  ins t a l l a t ions  
s i t ua t ed  on the other  side of the l i ne ,  the Contracting 
Parties w i l l  endeavour, having previously consulted the 
permit holders to explo i ta t ion  r igh t s ,  i f  any, to mne ta 
an agreement on the method of exploi ta t ion of the deposi t  
so that the explo i ta t ion  w u l d  be the most profitable 
possible and in such a way that each of the Parties 
preserves  the control  of its r i g h t s  over the natural  
resources of its Continental shelf .  
apply i n  pa r t i cu la r  i f  the method of exploi ta t ion of that 
part of the deposit s i t ua t ed  one side of the dividing l i n e  
a f f e c t s  the  conditions of explo i ta t ion  of the other  part 
of the  deposit. 

mis procedure w i l l  

- (2) : I n  case explo i ta t ion  is already 
taking place respecting na tura l  resources of a deposit 
s i t u a t e d  on one s i d e  and the  o ther  (both) side of the 
dividing l i n e  of the Continental she l f ,  the Contracting 
Parties w i l l  endeavour, having consulted the  permit 
holders,  i f  any, to m e  to an agreement an an adequate 
indemnity. 
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Article 3 (1): The Contracting Parties w i l l  
endeavour to solve by diplomatic way in  the b r i e f e s t  delay 
poss ib le  whatever controversy may arise on the i.nter- 
p re t a t ion  and appl icat ion of the present Convention. 

- (2): In  case where the controversy 
has  rot been resolved within four  m n t h s  following the 
date on which one of the  Contracting Parties has made 
known its intent ion to begin the procedure set-out in  the 
previous paragraph, such controversy w i l l  be submitted b 
t h e  In te rna t iona l  Court of J u s t i c e  upon the request of one 
of  the Contracting Parties. 

A r t i c l e  4: None of the provisions of the 
present  Convention w i l l  a f f e c t  the regime of the waters or 
the  airspace above them. 

Article 5: A Contracting Par ty  w i l l  take dll 
possible  measures to avoid t h a t  the exploration of the 
Continental shelf  in the  Mediterranean Sea and the 
explo i ta t ion  of its natural  resources w i l l  prejudice the 
ecological equilibrium of the said sea or in t e r f e re  
(entorpezcan) unjus t i f iab ly  w i t h  other legi t imate  uses 
thereof. 

A r t i c l e  6: The present Convention w i l l  be 

It w i l l  aome in force on the  day of 
r a t i f i e d  and the i n s t r m e n t s  of the r a t i f i c a t i o n  w i l l  be 
exchanged i n  Rome. 
t h e  exchange of the instruments of r a t i f i ca t ion .  

I n  witness thereof,  the respect ive 
P len ipoten t ia r ies  have signed the present Convention. 

Done i n  Madrid on the  19th of February 1974 i n  
two or ig ina l s ,  each one in  Italian and Spanish, both t e x t  
being equally authentic.  
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A n a l y s i s  

The  c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f  boundary  is d e p i c t e d  on  t h e  
a t t a c h e d  map, which  h a s  b e e n  b a s e d  on  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
DMAHTC C h a r t  310.  The s t r a i g h t  l i n e s  drawn on t h e  map 
a r e  rhumb l i n e s .  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  t r e a t y ,  however ,  t h e  
b o u n d a r y  is  d e f i n e d  by s e g m e n t s  o f  g e o d e s i c s .  For t h i s  
a n a l y s i s ,  g e o d e s i c  d i s t a n c e s  h a v e  b e e n  c a l c u l a t e d  by 
c o m p u t e r  on  a s p h e r o i d  d i f f e r e n t  f rom t h e  o n e  u t i l i z e d  
b y  t h e  t w o  c o u n t r i e s .  S l i g h t  d i s c r e p a n c i e s  may, 
t h e r e f o r e ,  appear i n  a n y  compar i son .  

T h e  c o n t i n e n t a l  s h e l f  b o u n d a r y  is c o m p r i s e d  o f  
n i n e  s e g m e n t s ,  e i g h t  t u r n i n g  p o i n t s ,  and t w o  t e r m i n a l  
p o i n t s .  The b o u n d a r y  r u n s  g e n e r a l l y  i n  n o r t h - s o u t h  
d i r e c t i o n  i n  r a t h e r  d e e p  water ( o v e r  200 f a t h o m s )  f o r  a 
t o t a l  d i s t a n c e  o f  137 .19  n a u t i c a l  miles .  The boundary  
i s  s i t u a t e d  i n  be tween  Minor-ca I s l a n d  ( S p a i n )  and  
S a r d i n i a  ( I t a l y ) .  T h e s e  i s l a n d s  are s i t u a t e d  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 2 5  n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  and  1 1 5  n a u t i c a l  iniles 
f r o m  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  m a i n l a n d s .  

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  t r e a t y ,  t h e  b o u n d a r y  h a s  b e e n  
d e v e l o p e d  u s i n g  t h e  e q u i d i s t a n c e  method. The a t t a c h e d  
a p p e n d i x  l i s t s  t h e  r e l e v a n t  g e o g r a p h i c a l  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  
of t h e  boundary  l i n e .  I t  w i l l  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  most 
t u r n i n g  p o i n t s  a r e  n o t  l o c a t e d  p r e c i s e l y  e q u i d i s t a n t  
f r o m  b o t h  b a s e l i n e s .  Where p o s s i b l e ,  p u b l i s h e d  
b a s e p o i n t  c o o r d i n a t e s  h a v e  b e e n  used  to  c a l c u l a t e  
b a s e p o i n t - t o - b o u n d a r y  t u r n i n g  p o i n t  d i s t a n c e s .  A l t h o u g h  
b o t h  I t a l y  and S p a i n  h a v e  c l a i m e d  s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e  
s y s t e m s  f o r  t h e  i s l a n d s  o f  S a r d i n i a  and Minorca ,  i t  
appears t h a t  t h e  s t r a i g h t  b a s e l i n e s  h a v e  n o t  been  used  
i n  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  e q u i d i s t a n t  l i n e .  
G i v e n  s l i g h t  d i s c r e p a n c i e s  i n  a n y  c a l c u l a t i o n  
c o m p a r i s o n ,  i t  appears t h a t  t h e  p a r t i e s  h a v e  s o u g h t  to  
d e v e l o p  a t r u e  e q u i d i s t a n t  l i n e .  T h r e e  t u r n i n g  p o i n t s  
( B ,  H ,  and  L ) ,  however ,  c a l c u l a t e  t o  b e  more t h a n  
1 n a u t i c a l  m i l e  closer t o  o n e  coast t h a n  to  t h e  o t h e r .  

The  t w o  s t a t e s  h a v e  a g r e e d  t h a t  f o r  t h e  t i m e  b e i n g  
t h e  boundary  w i l l  n o t  e x t e n d  n o r t h  of p o i n t  A and s o u t h  
o f  p o i n t  L ,  p r e s u m a b l y  t o  t a k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  f u t u r e  
n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  t h i r d  par t ies .  Assuming t h e  e q u i -  
d i s t a n c e  method is u t i l i z e d ,  t h e  I t a l o - S p a n i s h  b o u n d a r y  
w i l l  c o n t i n u e  a n o t h e r  5 m i l e s  n o r t h w a r d ,  where  a 
t r i j u n c t i o n  w i l l  b e  e n c o u n t e r e d  w i t h  F r a n c e .  A 
p o t e n t i a l  A l g e r i a n  maritime zone  w i l l  be e n c o u n t e r e d  
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  8 miles s o u t h  of p o i n t  L .  
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( N a u t i c a l  Miles) ( N a u t i c a l  Miles) 

G 

H 

I 

L 

24.18 

1 7 . 1 3  

26.38 

Isola  Foradaca*  

Capo Caccia 

I1 C a t a l a n o *  

I1 C a t a l a n o *  

Isolo d i  San  
P i e r t o  

I so l a  d i  San  
p i e r t o *  ( 2  ) 

I s o l a d i  San  
~ i e t r o * ( 2 )  

I s o l a d i  San  
~ i e t r o * ( 2 )  

90.9 

91.4 

91.6 

92.7 

90.4 

93.3 

93.6 

97'. 6 

91.4 P u n t a  d e l  
Espero** 

92.5 P u n t a  d e l  
Espero** 

93 .1  P u n t a  d e l  
Espero** 

93.1 I s l a  d e l  A i r e * *  

98.6 I s l a  d e l  A i r e * *  

* C o o r d i n a t e s  f o r  t h i s  I t a l i a n  b a s e p o i n t  t a k e n  from P r e s i d e n t i a l  Decree N o .  816  o f  
A p r i l  2 6 ,  1977 ;  G a z e t t a  U f f i c i a l e  No. 305,  November 9 ,  1377.  

* *  C o o r d i n a t e s  f o r  t h i s  S p a n i s h  b a s e p o i n t  t a k e n  from Roya l  Decree N o .  2510/1977 
o f  Augus t  5 ,  1977;  B u l l e t i n  O f i c i a l  D e s  E s t a d o  N o .  234, September  3 0 ,  1977.  




