


T h i s  p a p e r  i s  one of a s e r i e s  issued b y  T h e  G e o g r a p h e r ,  
BUKeaU of I n t e l l i g e n c e  a n d  R e s e a x c h  o f  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  Of 
S t a t e .  The  a i m  o f  the s e r i e s  i s  t o  s e t  f o r t h  the b a s i s  
f o x  n a t i o n a l  a x r a n g e m e n t s  for the m e a s u r e m e n t  of t h e  
t e r r i t o r i a l  s e a  or the d i v i s i o n  of t h e  m a r i t i m e  a r e a s  
of c o a s t a l  n a t i o n s .  

I n t e n d e d  for b a c k g r o u n d  u s e  o n l y ,  t h i s  r e s e a r c h  d o c u m e n t  
d o e s  n o t  represent a n  o f f i c i a l  a c c e p t a n c e  of t h e  United S t a t e s  
Government of t h e  line or l i n e s  r e p r e s e n t e d  on t h e  c h a r t s  
o r ,  n e c e s s a r i l y ,  o f  t h e  s p e c i f i c  p r i n c i p l e s  i n v o l v e d ,  if a n y ,  
i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d r a f t i n g  of t h e  lines. Principal a n a l y s t  
for this study: Rober t  W .  Smith. additional copies may  be 
r e q u e s t e d  b y  m a i l  f r o m  t h e  O f f i c e  of T h e  G e o g r a p h e r ,  D e p a r t m e n t  
of S t a t e ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C .  2 0 5 2 0 .  
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MARITIME BOUNDARY: UNITED STATES-VENEZUELA 

On March 2 8 ,  1 9 7 8 ,  t h e  G o v e r n m e n t s  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  
of  America a n d  t h e  Republ ic  of V e n e z u e l a  s i g n e d  a n  a g r e e m e n t  
d e l i m i t i n g  a mar i t ime b o u n d a r y  i n  t h e  e a s t - c e n t r a l  C a r i b b e a n  
Sea .  I n s t r u m e n t s  of r a t i f i c a t i o n  were e x c h a n g e d  and  t h e  
t r e a t y  e n t e r e d  i n t o  f o r c e  o n  November 2 4 ,  1 9 8 0 .  The f u l l  t e x t  
of t h e  ag reemen t  i s  a s  f o l l o w s :  

M A R I T I M E  BOUNDARY TREATY BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA A N D  THE REPUBLIC OF VENEZUELA 

T h e  Governmen t  of t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  of America 
a n d  t h e  Governmen t  of t h e  R e p u b l i c  of V e n e z u e l a ,  

R e a f f i r m i n g  t h e  co rd ia l  r e l a t i o n s  between t h e  t w o  
c o u n t r i e s ,  

C o n s c i o u s  o f  t h e  need  to  e s t a b l i s h  a precise  and  
equitable mari t ime b o u n d a r y ,  

Have a g r e e d  a s  f o l l o w s :  

A R T I C L E  1 

T h e  sole purpose of t h i s  T r e a t y  is  to e s t a b l i s h ,  
i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law, the mari t ime 
b o u n d a r y  b e t w e e n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  of America and t h e  
R e p u b l i c  of V e n e z u e l a .  

A R T I C L E  2 

The  maritime b o u n d a r y  b e t w e e n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  of 
A m e r i c a  a n d  V e n e z u e l a  is d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  g e o d e t i c  
lines c o n n e c t i n y  p o i n t s  1 - 2 2 ,  h a v i n g  the f o l l o w i n g  
c o o r d i n a t e s  : 

L a t i t u d e  ( n o r t h )  L o n g i t u d e  (wes t )  

1. 1 6 O 4 4 ' 4 9 "  
2 .  1 6 O 4 3 ' 2 2 "  
3 .  16°43'10" 
4 .  1 6  '42 ' 4 0 "  
5 .  1 6 ' 4 1 ' 4 3 "  
6 .  1 6 ' 3 5 ' 1 9 "  
7 .  1 6 " 2 3 ' 3 0 "  

64 O 0 1 'I 0 8 'I 

6 4 O 0 6 ' 3 1 I' 
64'06 ' 5 9 "  
64 '08 ' 0 6 "  
64'10 ' 0 7 "  
6 4  '2 3 ' 3 9 "  
6 4 O 4 5 ' 5 4 I' 
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8 .  
9 .  

1 0 .  
11. 
1 2 "  
1 3 .  
1 4 .  
1 5 .  
1 6 .  
1 7 .  
18 .  
1 9 .  
2 0 .  
2 1 .  
22 .  

a n d  

15O39 ' 3 1 "  
1 5  O 3 0 ' 1 0  I' 
1 5  '14  ' 0 6 "  
1 4 ' 5 5 ' 4 8 "  
1 4  '56 ' 0 6 "  
1 4  '58 ' 2 7 "  

14'58 ' 5 8 "  
1 4  '59 ' 1 0 "  
1 5 ' 0 2 ' 3 2 ' '  
1 5 ° 0 5 ' 0 7 "  
15'10 ' 3 8 "  
1 5  '1 1 ' 0 6 I' 
1 5  "12  ' 3 3 "  
1 5  '12 ' 51"  

1 4 0 5 8  14511 

65'58 ' 4 1 "  
66O07 '04" 
66'19 ' 5 7 "  
6 6 ' 3 4 ' 3 0 "  
66  '51 ' 4 0 "  
67'04 '19' '  
6 7 ' 0 5 ' 1 7 "  
67'06 '11" 
6 7  O 0 7  O O O "  

6 7 O 2 3 ' 4 0 " 
6 7  '3 6 ' 2  3 'I 
68'03 '46" 
68'09 ' 2 1 "  
68'27 ' 3 2 "  
68028 t 5 v  

a l o n g  a n  a z i m u t h  of 2 7 4 . 2 3  degrees t r u e  f r o m  
p o i n t  2 2 ,  i n  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  t h e  m a r i t i m e  b o u n d a r y  of 
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  of America extends w e s t w a r d ,  u n t i l  
t h e  t r i j u n c t i o n  w i t h  a t h i r d  S t a t e  is r e a c h e d .  I n  no  
case s h a l l  t h i s  t r i j u n c t i o n  p o i n t  be f u r t h e r  w e s t w a r d  
t h a n  l a t i t u d e  1 5 ' 1 4 ' 2 8 "  N l o n g i t u d e  6 8 O 5 1 ' 4 4 "  W .  

A R T I C L E  3 

T h e  l a t i t u d e  a n d  l o n g i t u d e  of t h e  p o i n t s  d e s c r i b e d  
i n  Article  2 h a v e  b e e n  d e t e r m i n e d  o n  t h e  1 9 2 7  N o r t h  
A m e r i c a n  Datum, C l a r k e  1866 e l l i p s o i d .  

The  m a r i t i m e  b o u n d a r y  h a s ,  f o r  i l l u s t r a t i v e  
p u r p o s e s  o n l y ,  been  d e p i c t e d  o n  n a u t i c a l  c h a r t  No. 
2 5 0 0 0 ,  p u b l i s h e d  by  t h e  H y d r o g r a p h i c  C e n t e r ,  D e f e n s e  
Mapping  A g e n c y ,  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D . C . ,  S i x t h  E d i t i o n ,  
F e b r u a r y  1 2 ,  1 9 7 7 ,  w h i c h  is a n n e x e d  to  a n d  f o r m s  a n  
i n t e g r a l  p a r t  of t h i s  T r e a t y .  

ARTICLE 4 

I t  i s  u n d e r s t o o d  by t h e  t w o  G o v e r n m e n t s  t h a t  s o u t h  
of the maritime b o u n d a r y  t h e  U n i t e d  S ta tes  of America 
s h a l l  n o t ,  a n d  n o r t h  o f  t h e  mari t ime b o u n d a r y  t h e  
R e p u b l i c  of V e n e z u e l a  s h a l l  n o t ,  for any  purpose,  c la im 
o r  exercise s o v e r e i g n  r i g h t s  o r  j u r i s d i c t i o n  o v e r  t h e  
w a t e r s  o r  seabed a n d  s u b s o i l .  T h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of 
t h i s  maritime b o u n d a r y  does n o t  affect or  p r e j u d i c e  i n  
a n y  m a n n e r  t h e  p o s i t i o n s  of e i t h e r  G o v e r n m e n t  w i t h  
respect  to  the s o v e r e i g n  r i g h t s  or j u r i s d i c t i o n  of 
e i t h e r  S t a t e ,  t h e  r u l e s  of i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law c o n c e r n i n g  
t h e  exercise  of j u r i s d i c t i o n  over t h e  waters or seabed 
a n d  s u b s o i l ,  or any o t h e r  matter r e l a t i n g  to  t h e  l a w  o f  
t h e  sea. 
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ARTICLE 5 

Any d i s p u t e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  or 
a p p l i c a t i o n  of t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of t h i s  T r e a t y  s h a l l  b e  
r e s o l v e d  by d i r e c t  n e g o t i a t i o n s  between t h e  t w o  
G o v e r n m e n t s .  

ARTICLE 6 

T h i s  T r e a t y  is  s u b j e c t  to r a t i f i c a t i o n  i n  
a c c o r d a n c e  with t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  procedures of t h e  
t w o  S t a t e s ,  and  w i l l  e n t e r  i n t o  f o r c e  o n  t h e  date of 
e x c h a n g e  o f  i n s t r u m e n t s  of r a t i f i c a t i o n .  

Done a t  Caracas, March 2 8 ,  1 9 7 8 ,  i n  t w o  copies ,  
each i n  E n g l i s h  a n d  S p a n i s h ,  b o t h  texts b e i n g  e q u a l l y  
a u t h e n t i c .  
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A n a l y s i s  

The  US-Venezuela  maritime b o u n d a r y  is d e p i c t e d  on  t h e  
a t t a c h e d  i l l u s t r a t i v e  map. The b o u n d a r y ,  298 .7  n a u t i c a l  
miles i n  l e n g t h ,  comprises 2 2  s e g m e n t s  w i t h  one e s t a b l i s h e d  
t e r m i n a l  p o i n t .  The w e s t e r n  t e r m i n a l  p o i n t  c u r r e n t l y  is 
u n d e t e r m i n e d  p e n d i n g  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w i t h  a t h i r d  p a r t y .  As 
n o t e d  i n  Ar t i c l e  2 of  t h e  a g r e e m e n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  a t r i j u n c t i o n  
w i l l  o c c u r  no  f a r t h e r  w e s t w a r d  t h a n  1 5 ' 1 4 ' 2 8 " N ,  68O51'44"W., 
t h e  n o r t h e a s t  t e r m i n a l  p o i n t  i n  t h e  marit ime b o u n d a r y  
b e t w e e n  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  A n t i l l e s  ( A r u b a ,  B o n a i r e ,  C u r a c a o )  
a n d  V e n e z u e l a .  

The  US-Venezuela  mar i t ime b o u n d a r y  b e g i n s  i n  t h e  east  
( p o i n t  1 o n  t h e  a t t a c h e d  map) as  a t r i j u n c t i o n  p o i n t  among 
t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  A n t i l l e s ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ,  a n d  V e n e z u e l a ;  
p o i n t  1 is a p p r o x i m a t e l y  6 7  n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  f rom t h e  
r e s p e c t i v e  t e r r i to r ies .  From p o i n t  1 to  p o i n t  8 ( 1 3 0 . 7 2  
n a u t i c a l  miles i n  l e n g t h )  t h e  b o u n d a r y  e x t e n d s  i n  a 
s o u t h w e s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  S t .  C r o i x  to  t h e  n o r t h  and  
Aves I s l a n d  to  t h e  s o u t h .  From p o i n t  8 t o  p o i n t  11 ( 5 5 . 6 4  
n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  i n  l e n g t h )  t h e  course of t h e  l i n e  b e n d s  i n  a 
s o u t h - s o u t h w e s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n .  A t  p o i n t  11 t h e  b o u n d a r y  
turns i n  a w e s t - n o r t h w e s t  d i r e c t i o n  a n d  c o n t i n u e s  f o r  1 1 2 . 3 4  
n a u t i c a l  m i l e s  t o  p o i n t  2 2 .  A t  p o i n t  1 2  t h e  b o u n d a r y  
reaches i t s  maximum d i s t a n c e  f rom t h e  r e s p e c t i v e  
t e r r i to r ies ,  m e a s u r i n g  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 7 7 . 2  n a u t i c a l  miles  
f r o m  P u e r t o  Kico and  I s l a s  L o s  Roques .  

The  maritime b o u n d a r y  has b e e n  d e t e r m i n e d  o n  t h e  1 9 2 7  
N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  D a t u m  a n d  t h e  C l a r k e  1 8 6 6  e l l i p s o i d .  The 
l i n e s  c o n n e c t i n g  t h e  t u r n i n g  p o i n t s  a r e  geodesics. 

T h i s  t r e a t y  is t h e  f i r s t  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  maritime 
boundary  t h a t  h a s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  f o r c e  s i n c e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of 
t h e  2 0 0 - n a u t i c a l - m i l e  U S  f i s h e r y  c o n s e r v a t i o n  zone  o n  
March 1, 1 9 7 7 .  V e n e z u e l a  i m p l e m e n t e d  maritime b o u n d a r y  
a g r e e m e n t s  o n  S e p t e m b e r  2 2 ,  1 9 4 2  w i t h  T r i n i d a d  and  Tobago  i n  
t h e  G u l f  of Pa r i a  (see L i m i t s  i n  t h e  Seas No. 111, a n d  on  
December  1 5 ,  1 9 7 8  w i t h  t h e  N e t h e r l a n d s  A n t i l l e s .  

--- 




