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On February 2 ,  1 9 8 0 ,  the Governments of tne Republic 
of Costa Kica and the Republic of Panama signed an agree- 
m e n t  del i lni t ing maritime boundaries i n  the Caribheari Sea 
and in the P a c i f i c  Ocean. T h e  treaty entered into force 
upon the exctianqe of instruments of r a t i f i c a t i o n  an Fcb- 
r u a r y  11, 1.9t2.  +me f u l l  t e x t  (translation) of t h i s  agree- 
ment  is as follows: 

TREATY C O N C I ~ R N I N C  DELItblITATION dF MARINE AREAS A'NU 
M A R I T I M E  COOPERATION BETWEEN THE K E P l J R L l C  OF COSTA H I C A  
AhiD Tlid R E P U B L I C  OE' PANAMA 

The Repub. l ic  of Costa Etica a n d  the  Republic of Palidma, 

CONVINCEII  t h a t  cooperation is the  most effective way of- 
d e a l i n g  w i t h  rnatters of cOirilnOn interest t o  nations, e s l > e c i a l l y  
when t i l ey  share  t h e  same geographic a rea ;  

AKAH6 of the advisability arid need t o  delimit t n e i r  
marine ~ Z * F ? L ~ S  i n  t n e  Caribbean Sea and the Pacific Clceirn; 

FULLY conv inced  of the need to safeguard  their sover- 
e i g n t y  ar?d jurisdiction over their respective narine areas, 
and t n e  need for unimpeded and rapid  transit through s u c h  
area;; 

f$?IITLJALr,Y in te res ted  i n  adopting appropr ia te  m a s u r e s  to  
pro tec t ,  preserve, and utilize tne TBSUUZTCPS in the afore- 
m e n t i o n z d  areas and to p r e v e n t ,  control, and eliminate pollu- 
t i o n  i n  those areas;  

hAVK HlllSOLVED to conclude a 'I 'reaty and ,  to  t h a t  e n d ,  
&lave  appointed t h e i r  p l e n i p o t e n t i a r i e s  as follows: 

i i i s  E x c ~ l l e n c y  the P r e s i d e n t  of the R e p u b l i c  of Costa 
Rica: flis dxcellency f?afael  Ahncgel C a l d e r o n  b ' o u r n i e r ,  iv l in i s te r  
of F o r e i g n  Rela t ions ;  and 

h i s  Excellency t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of the l i epubl i c  of P a n a m :  
H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  Carlos Ozores Typaldos ,  F l i n i s t c r  of F o r e i g n  
A f f a i r s .  

A R T I C L E  I 

[Tiis Kepublic of Costa k i c a  and t h e  Kepub l i c  of Panama 
hav?  decided] to es tan l i sh  as the boundary hetween t h e i r  
m a r i n e  a r eas  t h e  f o l l o w i n q  l i n e s :  

A. Caribbean Sea ( I )  
13. P a c i f i c  Ocean ( 2 )  

( 1 )  I n  the Caribbean Sea: The median l i n e  every p o i n t  of 
which is e q u i d i s t a n t  from the neares t  Foints on t h e  baselines 
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from which  t h e  b r e a d t h  of the t e r r i t o r i a l  sea of eacn s t a t e  is 
m e a s u r e d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  p u b l i c  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law; f r m  t h e  
t e r m i n a t i o n  of t h e  land boundary b e t w e e n  the two c o u n t r i e s ,  at 
a point located i n  t h e  mouth  of t h e  S i x a o l a  R i v e r ,  l a t i t u d e  
UY'34'16" N o r t h ,  l o n g i t u d e  8 2 ' 3 4 ' 0 0 "  West, a l o n g  a s t r a i g h t  
l i n e  t o  a p o i n t  located a t  l a t i t u d e  lO"49'00'' North, l o n g i t u d e  
8l026'U8.2" West, where t n e  b o u n d a r i e s  of Costa Rica,  C o l o ~ n -  
oia, and Panama i n t e r s e c t .  

( 2 )  In t h e  Pacific Wean:  The raedian  l i n e  e v e r y  p o i n t  
of w b i c h  15 e q u i d i s t a n t  from the n e a r e s t  p o i n t s  on  t h e  b a s e -  
l i n e s  from which  t h e  b r e a d t h  of t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea of eacn 
s t a t e  is measured i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  pub l i c  law; 
t h e  uoundary between t h e  maritime areas  of t h e  t w o  countries 
s h a l l  c o n s i s t  of a straight line starting a t  the s o u t h e r n i n o s t  
p o i n t  of t h e  l a n d  boundary a t  P u r , t a  B u r i c a  and t e r m i n a t i n g  a t  
a p o i n t  a t  l a t i t u d e  OS'OO'OO" North a n d  l o n g i t u d e  84'19'00" 
West. 

Additional Clause: The lines and p i n t s  agreed upon a re  
shown on t h e  n a u t i c a l  chart which is signed hy the plenipo- 
t e n t i a r i e s  a n d  is attached t o  this t r e a t y  as  a n  annex w i t h  t h e  
acjreexient tnat, i n  all cases, t h e  t e x t  of t h i s  t r e a t y  shall 
p r e v a i l .  

Ar t i c l e  11 

['i'ne p a r t i e s  will] accept a n d  respect  t h e  ways i n  wh ich  
Each of the t w o  s t a t e s  c u r r e n t l y  exercises,  or may exercise  i n  
t h e  f ~ l t u r e ,  i t s  s o v e r e i s n t y ,  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  p r o t e c t i o n ,  con- 
trol, or r i y r r t s  i n  the m r i n c  areas a d j a c e n t  t o  i t s  coas t s ,  as 
d e i i c i i t e d  by t h i s  t r e a t y ,  in a+ccordance w i t h  t h e  medsures t h a t  
cacli country has e s t a b l i s h e d  or may e s t a b l i s h  in the f u t u r e  
and w i t h  the  r e g u l a t i o n s  of its domestic law. 

Article I11 

'i%e Kzpuolic of Pandma,  in v i e w  of t h e  g r e a t  importance 
0 2  specific r e c o g n i t i o n  D y  the R e p u b l i c  of Costa Rica, ds a 
n e i g h b o r i n g  c o u n t r y ,  of t h e  G r a n  G o l f o  de  Panama (Gulf of 
Pana ,na)  as an h i s t o r i c  h a y ,  has requested such r e c o g n i t i o n  
frurn Costa R1ca. 

The aepublic of Costa Rica ,  aware t h a t  i t s  s p e c i f i c  
r e c o g n i t i o n  that t h e  G r a n  G o l f o  d e  Pariama ( G u l f  of Panama) h a s  
t h e  n a t u r e  of a n  h i s t o r i c  bay i a  very i m p o r t a n t  i n s o f a r  as t h e  
i n c o n t e s t a b i l i t y  ot that n a t u r e  is c o n c e r n e d ,  d e c l a r e s  t h a t  i t  
does n a t  ob jec t  t o  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  t o  thc l t  e f f e c t  se t  forth by 
the Republic of Pariarna i n  its L a w  N o .  9 of J a n u a r y  3 0 ,  1956.  
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[ T h e  parties will] cooperate fully i n  order to protect 
the renewable and n o n r e n e w a b l e  resources within the marine 
areas  over w h i c h  t h e y  exercise, or will exercise in the future, 
s o v e r e i g n t y ,  jurisdiction, or surveillance, and in order to 
utilize such resources f o r  the benefit of t h e i r  own countries. 

AH1'lCL,E v 
[The parties w i l l ]  encourage the fullest international 

cooperation in order to coordinate the conservation measures 
each state applies in t h e  areas of the sea under its 
soverzignty or jurisdiction, especially with respect to 
xigratory species, taking into consiueration the reconimenda- 
t ior is  of competent agencies and the most reliable, up-to-date 
s c i e n t i f i c  data. Such i n t e r n a t i o n a l  cooperation will not 
impair the sovereign right of each state to adopt ,  within t h e  
framework cf its own inarine jurisdiction, any rules and 
r e g u l a t i o n s  that it deems appropriate. 

ARTICLK VI 
[ T h e  parties will] mutually facilitate in every way pos- 

s i b l e  t h e  deve lopment  and utilization of living resources in 
their marine areas, 

AwIcrx vx T: 

E a c h  party will cooperate with the other, t o  the best 
of its ability, in applying t h e  most appropriate m a s u r e s  to 
prevent, reduce, and control pollution of t h e  marine envi- 
r o n m e n t  that may affect t h e  neighDoriny s t a t e ,  regardless of 
the source. To t h a t  end, t h e y  will coordinate their efforts 
to the extent poss ib le  under domestic law. 

A.RZ'ICLG VIII 

[The part ies  will] cooperate f u l l y  in encouragiq e x p e -  
d i t i o u s  ciovernent of international navigation in the seas s u b -  
ject to each state's s o v e r e i g n t y  or jurisdiction. 

ARTICLE I X  

Ratification of this treaty will be s u b j e c t  to t h e  con- 
stitutional process of each of t h e  contracting parties. 'The 
t r e a t y  will enter  i n t o  force upon t h e  exchange of the instru- 
ments of ratification i n  Panaina City. 
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A n a l y s i s  

The  Costa Hica-Panama maritime b o u n d a r i e s  are  depicted 
011 t h e  at tached i l l u s t r a t i v e  map. A c c o r d i n g  t o  Ar t ic le  I 
o f  t h e  agreement, a n  o f f i c i a l  inap was a t t a c h e d  to  t h e  t r e a t y .  

T h e  course of the b o u n d a r i e s  is  d e f i n e d  i n  A r t i c l e  I 
of the djreement. I n  t h e  Car ib r sean  the b o u n d a r y  c o n s i s t s  of 
one seqnient, which  c o n n e c t s  the land b o u n d a r y  t e r m i n u s  t o  a 
p o i n t  to  the n o r t h e a s t  w h e r e  t h e  maritime " l i m i t s  of Costa 
Hica, Colombia, and Panama i n t e r s e c t . " '  The b o u n d a r y  
t r a v e r s e s  r a t h e r  deep waters ;  i t  reaches t n e  I f lO- fa thox  d e p t h  
c o n t o u r  o n l y  t o u r  n a u t i c a l  ruiles from the coast ,  a n d  a t  t h e  
t r i p o i n t  w i t h  Colombia ehe  water d z p t h  exceeus 1 6 0 0  
f a  thonls .  2 

T h e  tredty s t a t e s  t h a t  the b o u n d a r y  is a "median l i n e  
wnose p o i n t s  are all e q u i d i s t a n t  from t h e  p o i n t s  n e a r e s t  t o  
t h e  base from which  t h e  w i d t h  ot t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  sea of each 
S t a t e  is ;neasurot!..."; the b o u n d a r y ,  h o w e v e r ,  1s not dn 
e q u i d i s t a n t  i i n e  i n  i t s  e n t i r e t y .  A woundary  of o n e  segment 
w o u l d  o n l y  be a n  e q u i d i s t a n t  line if t h e  coasts were perfect- 
l y  s t r a i 3 h t  and  s m o o t h .  T h i s  boundary may be sa id  to  be akin 
t o  p e r p e n d i c u l a r  t o  the g e n e r a l  d i r e c t i o n  of tne c o a s t l i n e  
measured i n  clie area of t h e  l a n d  b o u n d a r y " t e r m i n u s .  T 'he  
1nariti:ne Doundary  and an  e q u i d i s t a n t  l i n e  co inc ide  from t h e  
l a n d  a o u n d a r y  t e r m i n u s  t o  a p o i n t  on  t h e  b o u n d a r y  approx- 
i inately 3 2  n a u t i c a l  miles seaward from t h e  coast. 

A t  this p o i n t  o t h e r  coastal f e a t u r e s  w o u l d  influence 
t h e  c o a r s e  of an  e q u i d i s t a n t  l i n e ;  i n  particular, P a n a m a ' s  
Isla de Colon and Costa Rica 's  P u n t a  Mona, s i c u d t e d  aoout 1 9  
n a u t i c a l  niiles a n d  6 n a u t i c a l  iniles, r e s p e c t i v e l y ,  froin t h e  
l a n d  boundary t e r m i n u s ,  wou ld  cause tne e q u i d i s t a n t  l i n e  to  
d e v i a t e  f r o m  the agreed b o u n d a r y .  ' fhe  seaward terminus of 
t h e  r m u n d a r y  is  a p p r o x i i n a t e l y  1 0 0 . 1  n a u t i c a l  miles trom I s l a  
d e  C o l o n ,  t h e  neares t  panamaniari or Cos ta  l i i c a n  t e r r i t o r y  
( t n i s  " t r i p o i n t "  is a b o u t  8 4  n a u t i c a l  miles s o u t h  of Cayus  d e  
A l u u y u e r 4 u e )  . 

S i m i l a r  t o  the b o u n d a r y  in t h e  C a r i b b e a n  Sea, rne 
n e g o t i a t e d  b o u n d a r y  i n  the P a c i f i c  Ocean c o n s i s t s  of one 
segment. T h e  b o u n d a r y  e x t e n d s  froin the l a n d  b o u n d a r y  termi- 
n u s  a t  p u n t a  burica s o u t h w e s t w a r d  t o  a poinr. on t h e  5 "  para l -  
l e l  3f. n o r t h  l a t i t u d e  2 0 0  n a u t i c a l  miles from P u n t a  Burica.  

1. F o r  a d i s c u s s i o n  of t h e  other b o u n d a r i e s ,  see L i , n i t s  i n  
the Seas N o .  7 9 ,  "Mari t ime H o u n d a r i e s :  Colombia-Panama" 
and  N o .  8 4 ,  "Aaritime Boundary :  Colombia-Costa e ica ."  

2. i)ne fathom = 6 f e e t  = 1.829 meters. 
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Tile li30-fathom d e p t h  c o n t o u r  is crosseu approximately 
3 . 5  nautical inilcs from t h e  coast; the f i n a l  boundary  p o i n t  is 
situated in an area where the water d e p t h  exceeds 1 0 0 0  
f athorns. 

A l t h o u y h  the t r e a t y  states t h a t  this b o u n d a r y  also is  a 
median  line, it a l so  is more a k i n  t o  GI p e r p e n d i c u l a r  to the 
y e n e r a l  u i rec t ion  of the coast.  Tjlo consider t h e  boundary  an  
equidistant line one would have t o  d i s r e g a r d  c o a s t a l  
irregularities and a number  of near-shore P a n a m a n i a n  i s l a n d s  
and the Costa  Rican I s l a  d e l  COCO,  he l a t t e r  of w h i c h  is 
a b o u t  1 6 5  nautical miles fron t h e  te r rk i inus  of t h e  n a r i t i m  
b o u n d a r y .  

O n  a non-boundary i s s u e ,  Article 1x1 c o n s t i t u t e s  Costa 
R i c - i ' s  acknowledgment  of pdriaina's clairil t o  t n e  Gulf of  P a n w a  
as d 1 1 1 s t ~ r i c  bay. 3 

-- 
3 .  Y'h? kjyiited States Governinent  does not concur w i t n  t h e  

p r i n c i p l e  set f o r t n  in Article IiI or' t n i s  t r e a t y .  




