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On Dmownbmr 16, 1977, the Oowrnnentr of the United Stater of 
Ammriam and the Republic af Cuba rigned an l grmmmrnt delimiting I 
mrritimm boundary in the Strritr of Florida and l amtmrn aulf of 
HmXiQO* The partirm agreed to provsrional l ppliaation of thm 
agrwment, rffwtive January 1, 1978, pending parnanent entry into 
form of thm rrgtwment following the l xahangrr of inrtrumwntm of 
ratifiaation. To date, thim exchange hmr not ooourrwd. Subrrrqumnt ta 
the rigning of thim agreement Notmr have been rrxahrngrd on mix 
aeaarionr (ovary two ymrr) l xtmnding the provirionrl l pplimrtion of 
the l grmemnt. Ths latmmt agrcrrrmrrnt oauurred Daacrmbmr 26, 1989. 

Thrr text of the maritime boundary l grmrrmmnt im rmproducrmd at 
Annrx 1 of thim reports l copy af the nort ree*nt rxchanga of notmr 
extending thr, provimional applicmtion of thr agreement ir reprinted at 
Annex 2. 

Thr 1977 nmgotiationr leading tcr the mmritimr boundary mgreemwat 
vmre one of th* firrt formal and dirrct dirourmionr tho Unitmd Stator 
and Cubm held for many yearm. Eaah aountry had, in 1977, l xtmndmd its 
maritime jurirdicticn to 200 milmm, Cubr &miming an rxuluriv~ roonomic 
zone, the United Statem clriming an rrxcluriv~ fi#hAng zone.* Since 
the two countrimr arm lemr than 400 mllom apart thmrr, l rirta mn mrma in 
thm routhern portaon of tho Strritr of Florida and rrrtorn Oulf of 
Mexico vherr their rmrpmativm clainr wbrlap. (6re rttaahrd 
lllurtrrtiw map). 

Following thr claimm to extended rmmource jurirdietlon, each 
ride viewed an rgrord boundary am important to avoid anforeenrnt 
problmsm and to emtmbl&rh an rgrrrd limit for firh+rirr and uontinrntel 
rhrlf l ctivitimr. Hsmtingm verm held in New York City snd in Nmvmne in 
early 1977. Realizing that there were r~vrrml technical lrruer to 
ovmraome, the pmrtier on April 27, 1977, l grerd, through mn rrxahangr, of 
notmm, on a line to l rve mm a mur vivw far 1977, pending 
conclumion of nmgotiationr. The boundary l grmwmwnt that warn rigned 
later that year differm only mliqhtly from the April l grwment. 
Although thm trmmty hmrr been mubmittrd to the U.S. Senmte for itm 
advice and conmrrnt to ratifiemtion, final action an the agrmammnt ham 
been deferred becaure of thm political rmlationr between the two 
countriwm, not due to any rtated objection to the boundrry itmelf. 

1 The Bour@arv m 

v The United Stater and Cuba have opposing carrtr that range 
brtvemn 77 and 90 milem apart. The ooamtlinrr facing the boundwy we 
the Florida Kaym of the United Statmm and the northern coast, Including 
Havana, of Cubm. To tha east eaeh mtate will hew I maritime boundary 
with The Bmhamar. Thr eartern-moat point in thir delimitation is 
equally dirtant from The Emhamaw, Cuba, and thm United Statrr. 
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Thm water depth8 along the boundary are ralativrly deep. The 
100-fathom depth uontour ir l naountarmd quite near both aoartr. Along 
the eartrrn half of the boundary the water depth8 are generally lerr 
than 1000 fathomm (6000 feet) and relatively uniform, ranging between 
SSO and 650 fathoinr. The water depth along the aourme of the wertern 
half of the boundary ir deeper at about l&O0 f'rthom8. 

Thlr Neuotim 

The partierr agreed early on in their talk8 to employ the 
l quidirtanae method. The flrhery enforcement limit the United States 
had unilaterally l rtablirhed on Marah 1, 1977, warn a rtrict l quidirtant 
line with 48 turning and terminal point& The w VA- line' 
rgroed to by Cuba and the United Strtem In April 1977 (to remain in 
forae through 1977) rinplified thir line to 17 turning rnd terminal 
pointe. In the east, the firat three pointr of the podur vivendi line 
inoluded the tripoint, l quidirtant with The Bahrmam, and two new 
turning pointmj the remaining 14 turning points coincided with the 
published United Statem firhrry enforcement limit. The modus vivendi 
line ram rlightly north of the publirhed United Strter line in the 
l a8t, dirplacing an area of about 39 mquarm nautioal miler. 

During the flret round of d~rcursianm it was clear that each 
rida did not have up-to-date and l auurate data of the other mide’m 
aoartline. Thi8 data gap resulted in inaorreut puoitioninq of the 
other ride's bamepuintm and minor dlraqreement uver the loartion of mn 
l quidirtant line. Sinam both Cuba mnd the United State8 make their 
crharte ueinq the 1927 North Ameriuan Datum and Clarke Elliproid of 
1666, thir techniual problem wre earlly overcome with tha axchange of 
large-mcale chsrtm. 

One immue requiring uompromirr, uonuerned Cuba'8 l trmiqht 
brealine clrim made In February 1977.' The United Statem dorm nut 
recognize Cuba’m mtrmight barellnem rlong itr northern coast on the 
ground8 that the geographic uonditionr,amr preicrribed under 
international law, are not met. SpeuAfically, Cuba’s uoartlinr, A.8 
neither deeply indented nor fringed with lrland8 in thl8 war. The 
United Stater doe8 not claim mtraiqht bareliner 8lonq itr aorrt. Cuba 
grinr an advantage over the United Stater in the eartern part of the 
boundary if an equidirtant line is created by using Cuba*8 rtrmight 
bamelinen rgnlnmt the United State8 low-water line. The weetern 
portion of the boundary warn not influenced by Cubat rtraiqht 
bamelin~m. 

To avoid an imparre in the talkr, Cuba and the United Strter 
agreed to ualuulate an equidletent line from the relevant barepoInt on 
their rerpoetive low-water liner and a recand l quidi8tant line from the 
Cuban straight brrelinee and comparable hypothetical conmtruet%on line8 
along the United Starter uuart. There two l quidirtmnt lines wara 
separated by a8 muuh am approximately three mllers. A compromlea l*ne 
warn then negotlatrd that rrn between there two oquidirtrnt line8, 
l 88entially dividing the intervening area equrlly between them. 
Comparing the negotiated boundary line to the original llno publirhed 

Y 
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by thm United Statea in &frroh 1977, the United Stmtmr qminwd I net l rm* 
of l pproximatmly 235 rquerm neutiarl milmr; l l light tree Parr in the 
eastern part of thr, boundary mrma, offrmt in thr, amntrrl l nd wrrtrrn 
portionr of the boundery. 

b , 

Thr boundary uonmlrtm of 27 turning mnd terminrl point8 rnd Ir 
,' 313.4 milmr long. In the malt, thr l tarting point im a tripoint, 

l pptoxinrt*ly 40 miler dimtent from the oorrtr of The Behemer (Cay 
S811, Cube, rnd thr United Strtrr. From the tripoint tho boundary 
l xtmndm In l gmnrrrl wrrmtward dirmotion until turning paant 131 It then 
turnr in l northwertwnrd dire&ion until rerahing the tmrminum, 200 
nilam from thr, Cuben end U.S. aoamtr. The dimtcrnar, betwmmn boundary 
turning pointer rangam from 2.12 milom (between points 10 and 11) to 
35.34 mil*m (b&wean pointr 26 rnd 27) end rvoregrm about 12 milea. 

Th- boundrry rmperrtrrm ell typor of maritime jurirdiction 
permitted under int*rnmtional law. At the tirnm thrr treaty WM rigned, 
Cuba clmimmd a 200-nila l xalumivm l aonomic zone end the United Statem l 
200-rile fimhmry zone. Subrrrquent to the rigning the United Stetel, in 
1983, clrimmd n 200-mile l reluriv~ raonomio zone. 

'All dlrtanem,r in thir rtudy arm nruticrrl mllwr. Onlr nrutlarl 
mile rqualr 1,852 mmteru. 

l For mnalyrir of Cube'm rrtrright brrelinm alaim l er) mtr in 
$hr &g,& No. 76, Clctobmr 28, 1977. The United'Stetem protested parts 
of the brmelina ryrtem in 1984. 
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ANNEX 1 

HARITIWE BOUNDARY AOREERENT BETWEEN 
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND 

THE REPUBLIC OF CUBA 

Drmiroum of l rtmblimhing the maritime boundary between the 
United Stmter of America l nd the Republio of Cuba, mm a rrmult of the 

I l nmutmmnt, by thr govarnnmnt of the United Stmter of Ameriom, of Public 
tmw No. W-265 of April 13, 1976, and by the Qovrrnmmnt of the Republic 
of Cuba of Doaree-Lmw No. 2 of Fmbrurry 24, 1977, the two Oovernnenta 
have agreed mm follownt 

ARTICLE I 

The maritime boundmry between thm United Statea of America and 
the Republic of Cuba l hall be determined by thm geodetic liner 
uonnmcting the following uoordinmtert 

Lmtitude (north) 

1. 23°5Sc30” 
2. 23°53’50a 
3. 23oso’so” 
4. 23*50’00” 
5. 23049’03’ 
6. 23049’03” 
7. 23049’40” 
0. 23051’ 12” 
9. 23Wl’ 12” 

10. 23049’40” 
il. 23049’30” 
12. 2W49’22” 
13. 23049’50” 
14. 23*51 ‘20a 
1% 23OS2’ 25” 
16. 23e54c02r 
17. 23°55’45” 
10. 23eS8’36” 
19. 24*09’35” 
20. 24~13*ia~ 
21. 24016'39" 
22. 24°23C20n 
23. 24O26.35” 
24. 24a38*SS” 
25. 24O44’lS’ 
26. 24OS3’55* 
27. 2Wl2’25” 

The geodrtia mnd oonputmtionrl barer urrrd l re the Clarke 1866 
Ellipmold, the 1927 North Anorican Dmtun, and thr fallowing uhrrtrt 

81°12’55” 
81019'44* 
81*30’00” 
81°40’OO* 
81°b0’00” 
82~00’12” 
82010’00” 
82025’00” 
82°40’OOw 
82@48’54* 
82*51’ 12* 
83*00’00* 
83~15’00” 
83°25’SOw 
63033’02* 
83O41’ 36’ 
83*48’12’ 
84°00’00” 
84029’28” 
84938’40m 
84*46’08m 
85~00’00” 
8SQO6’20” 
05~31’55” 
03043’12’ 
86~00’00” 
?36a33012’ 

ARTICLE II 
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the Nat&on81 0 Cr8n SWW of thrr United 

Chart NOS No. 11438, 6th Edition, September 20, 1973; 
Chart NOS No. 11439, 13th Edition, June 7, 19751 
Chart NOS No. 11441, 27th Edition, July 24, 1976; 
Chart NOS No. 11442, 16th Edition, April 10, 1976; 
Chart NOS No. 11445, 15th Edition, July 24, 1976. 

CArtrr BubLimhed bv the Instltm Cubano de H&&rourafia oi the 
#?@Bublic of Cubr 

Chart ICH No. lSQO1, lmt Edition, October 1, 19791 
Chart XCH No. 15002, lrt Edition, Mrch 1, 1976; 
Chart XCH No. 15003, let Edition, September 1, 19751 
Chart ICH No. 15004, lrt Edition, Octobsr 1, 19751 
Chart ICH No. 1900& lmt Edition, October 1, 1975; 
Chart ICH No. 15006, 1st Edition, May 1, 1975. 

ARTICLE III 

South of the marltim~ boundary ths United State8 of America 
rrhmll not, and north of tho maritime boundary thm Republic of Cuba 
ehell not, claim or rxercims moverreign rights or jurirdlction over the 
vaterrs or eeabed and rubroil. 

ARTlCLE IV 

Thlu Agreement, the role purpoee af which irr to eetablirh the 
location of tho maritlmo boundary between the United Stater of Amrlca 
and the Republic af Cuba rhell not prejudice or affect thr positlonrr of 
either Plrrty concerning the neture of tho eovsreign rlghtm exereiued by 
statee!!; thr rulee of international law with reepoct to the oxerclma of 
jurledlction over the vatere or ereabed and rubrall; or any other matter 
relating to the law of the mar. 

ARTICLE V 

Thir Agreement le rubject to ratifiaatlon in accordwxe vith the 
rrmpoctive constitutional proc+durer of tha two Statem. 

The Parties agree to apply the terms of thir Agreement 
provlelonelly from January 1, 1978, for a period of two yQmr#, rnd It 
will enter into force permanently on the data of exchange of 
inrtrumenta of ratification. 

Done at Waehlngton, Dhc+mber 16, 1977, in English and Splarnilh, 
both trxte being equally authentic. 

Far the t3avernment of the United Statee of Amrrica: 
Hark Feldman 

For the Eovrrnmhnt of the Rapublic of Cuba: 
Olga Miranda 
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ANNEX 2 

COPY OF 1989 AGREEHENT 
TO EXTEND THE PROVISIONAL APPLICATION OF THE 

WARITIHE BOUNDARY AGREEHENT, 
SIGNED DECEMBER 16, 1977 

Department of State 
Wmrhington 

Excellenoyr 

In uonnrrd%xa with your rrprerentrtion of Cuban interertr in 
the United Strter, I have the honor to refer to tha Haritimo Boundary 
Agreement between tho United Statem of America and the Republic of 
Cuba, rignsd at Washington on December 16, 1977, and to thr, agreement 
of thorrr governmontm In Articrlrr V to apply thr termr of that Agrrrrmatt 
provirionally from January 1, 1978, for l period of two ymarr pending 
entry Into force of thm Agreement permanently on the d&r of exchange 
of lnrtruments of ratifiaation. I refer further to ths agrmemmnt 
between the Government of the United States of Amerlcm and the 
Govcsrnment of thr, Republiu of Cuba of December 28, 1979, to continue to 
apply the Raritlmrr Boundary Agreement provirionolly for a period of two 
yoarm, from January 1, 1980 to Declembrr 31, 1981; to ths rimllar 
agreement of December 28, 1981 to continue provlrional spplloatlOn for 
an rddltlonal period of two yearm, from January 1, 1982 to Deeember 31, 
1983; to the aimllar agreement of December 30, 1983 to crontlnue 
provlrlonal application for an l ddltionml period of two yeerr, from 
January 1, 1984 to Dwcembmr 31, 198Sj to the rlmilar rgrerment of 
Dacembrr 3, 1985 to continue provisional application for an additional 
period of two years, from January 1, 1986 to December 31, 1987s and to 
the current agreement of December 21, 1987 to continue provirional 
application from January 1, 1988 to December 31, 1989. 

On behalf of the Govmrnmant of the Unitod Statee of Amerloa, I 
propora that the tsrmr of the lfaritlmlr Boundary Agreement of December 
16, 1977 continue to rpply provirionally from January 1, 1990 for a 
period of two years, pending entry into force of ths Agreement 
permanently on the dstr, of oxchangr of instrumentm of ratification. 
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If the above-mmntloned proporal ir rceeptmbls to the Oovmrnmsnt 
of ths Republic of Cuba, I proporm that thir note and the reply of the 
Cuban Interestm Section aonstitutr an rgreemmnt between thrr Oovarnmants 
of thrr United State8 crf Amrriczr rnd thr Republic of Cubr ta cmntinuo to 
apply provieionelly from Jenumry 1, 1990, for a period of two yearm, 
pending permrnent entry Into force, the Maritime Boundary Agreement 4' 
rignerd Dlromber 16, 1977. 

i 
Acuept, Exe*llsnczy, the renmwrrd l mmurane*I of my highest 

aonrideration. 
Lewrence Eagleburger, Acting 

His Excellency 
Hiroelav Hourtmcky 
Ambarsador of the Czechaelovak Sooialist Ropublio 

[Note: An identical note W~IB rmcrrived by the United State8 from 
Hir Excellrney fYiro,rlav Houstscky dated Dsemmber 26, 19891. 




