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No. 65,219 

THE FLORIDA BAR, Petitioner, 

vs. 

ROBERT RICH, Respondent. 

[January 30, 1986] 

PER CURIAM. 

This cause is before us to review a stipulation between 

The Florida Bar and respondent, Robert Rich, entered into after 

the Bar charged the respondent with the unauthorized practice of 

law. Respondent is not a member of the Bar and is, therefore, 

not licensed to practice law in the State of Florida. 

The original petition filed by the Bar alleged that in 

January 1983 the respondent, doing business as Board of 

Arbitration, Inc .• solicited clients, by direct mailing offering 

to perform a variety of services including prepara~ion of tenant 

evictions and form leases to be used by clients. The petition 

also alleged that respondent held himself out as a lawyer and 

represented a client, for a fee, on a criminal matter in 

Hillsborough County. 

The stipulation entered into between the Bar and 

respondent, and approved by the referee, provides in pertinent 

lpart: 

1. The full text of the order and injunction stipulated to by 
the respondent and the Bar are available for inspection in 
the Clerk's office. 
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(4) . . . Respondent admits that the 
following activities constitute the 
unauthorized practice of law and agrees 
that he may not engage in or conduct these 
activities in the State of Florida in the 
future: 

(a) Disseminating by direct mail letters 
soliciting clients for the purpose of 
performing tenant evictions and 
preparing form leases. 

(b) Representing others by filing 
complaints for eviction in residential 
tenancies. 

(c) Representing others in court in 
prosecuting actions for eviction of 
residential and non-residential 
tenancies. 

(d) Representing others in criminal 
proceedings. 

(e) Representing himself as an attorney 
authorized to practice law in the State 
of Florida. 

5. The Florida Bar and respondent 
agree that respondent shall be permanently 
enjoined from the unauthorized practice of 
law in Florida, including, but not limited 
to, the activities and conduct set forth in 
paragraph 4 herein, unless and until 
respondent becomes a member of The Florida 
Bar. 

6. The Florida Bar and respondent 
agree that nothing contained herein shall 
preclude respondent from employment as a 
non-lawyer working for an attorney, or 
obtaining future employment with an 
attorney as a non-lawyer provided he does 
not engage in the activities enjoined 
herein or otherwise engage in the 
unauthorized practice of law. 

Having considered the petition and the stipulation, the 

respondent is permanently enjoined from engaging in the acts set 

forth above and otherwise engaging in the practice of law in the 

State of Florida and, in the event respondent engages in any of 

the conduct enjoined herein, he will be found in indirect 

criminal contempt of the Supreme Court of the State of Florida 

for the unauthorized practice of law in this state. 

It is so ordered. 

ADKINS, Acting Chief Justice, and OVERTON, McDONALD, EHRLICH and 
SHAW, JJ., Concur 

NOT FINAL UNTIL TIME EXPIRES TO FILE REHEARING MOTION AND, IF 
FILED, DETERMINED. 
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Original Proceeding - The Florida Bar 

Patrick G. Emmanuel, President, Pensacola, Florida; Joseph J. 
Reiter, President-elect, West Palm Beach, Florida; John F. 
Harkness, Jr., Executive Director, John T. Berry, Staff Counsel, 
and Mary Ellen Bateman, UPL Counsel, Tallahassee, Florida; 
James P. Hahn, Chairman, Standing Committee on Unauthorized 
Practice of Law, Lakeland, Florida; and Sharon Lee Johnson, 
Miami, Florida, 

for Petitioner 

Robert Rich, in proper person, Miami Beach, Florida, 

for Respondent 
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