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No. 66,563 

THE FLORIDA BAR, Complainant, 

vs. 

JOSEPH PADAWER, Respondent. 

[October 31, 1985] 

PER CURIAM. 

Upon a complaint by The Florida Bar this Court appointed 

a� referee to conduct a hearing regarding Padawer's alleged misconduct. 

Padawer tendered a conditional guilty plea and Stipulation and Consent 

to Finding of Probable Cause* acknowledging his violation of article XI, 

Rule 11.02(3) of the Integration Rule and Disciplinary Rules 1-102(A) (3), 

(4) and (6); 7-l02(A) (5), (6), (7) and (8). The referee recommended 

that Padawer be found guilty in accordance with his conditional plea 

and the stipulation and that he be suspended for a fixed period of 

thirty-six months; thereafter, until he shall prove his rehabilitation 

and for an indefinite period until he shall pay the costs of this 

proceeding. The referee further recommended that this suspension 

should be effective retroactively to June 15, 1983, the date on 

which Padawer's previous f~lony conviction suspension (Case No. 63,456) 

became effective. 

Neither side contests the referee's report which we hereby 

adopt. Joseph Padawer is hereby suspended from the practice of law 

for a period of 36 months with proof of rehabilitation and indefinitely 

until he shall pay the costs of this proceeding. This suspension shall 

be effective retroactively to June 15, 1983. 

*� We feel it unnecessary to publish the full text of the plea 
and stipulation. The Court file is open for inspection. 



Judgment for costs in the amount of $424.89 is hereby 

entered against Padawer, for which sum let execution issue. 

It is so ordered. 

BOYD, C.J., and ADKINS, OVERTON and SHAW, JJ., Concur 
EHRLICH,J., Dissents with an opinion 

NOT FINAL UNTIL TIME EXPIRES TO FILE REHEARING MOTION AND, IF 
FILED, DETEID1INED. THE FILING OF A MOTION FOR REHEARING SHALL 
NOT ALTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS SUSPENSION. 
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• 

EHRLICH, J., dissenting. 

I would not accept respondent's conditional guilty 

plea. Although I recognize that the thirty-six month 

suspension may be the functional equivalent of disbarment 

since an application for admission after disbarment may 

not be filed until the lapse of three years, Respondent's. 

misconduct was so egregious that he should have the 

opprobrium of disbarment as a part of his punishment. 
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Original Proceeding - The Florida Bar 

John F_ Harkness, Jr_, Executive Director and John T_ Berry, 
Staff Counsel, Tallahassee, Florida; and John B_ Root, Jr_, 
Bar Counsel, Orlando, Florida, 

for Complainant 

James A_ Moreland of Moreland, Palmer and Marshall, Winter Park, 
Florida, 

for Respondent 

-4­


