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I. 

INTHODUCTION 

Intervenor, DAD8 COUNTY, a political 

1 subdivision of the State of Florida, established the Dacie 

County Medical Examiner's Office pursuant to Chapter 406 

of the Florida Statutes. DADE COUNTY also owns and 

operates Jackson Memorial Hospital, which is affiliated 

with the University of Miami School of Medicine (Hospital 

Center). 

On the campus of Jackson Memorial Hospital - 
University of Miami School of Medicine is the Florida 

Lions Eye Bank. The Eye Bank is located in the 

Department of Opthalmology of the University of Miami 

School of Medicine. 

STATEMENT OF THE FACTS 

The number of people benefiting from corneal 

transplants has increased markedly in the last ten (10) 

years due to rapid scientific advances and "Medical 

Examiner" legislation. 

In 1976, only five hundred (500) corneas were 

obtained in Florida for transplants. In 1984 alone, the 

Dade County Medical Examiner's Office supplied seven 

hundred twenty-nine (729) corneas to the Hospital Center, 

and the Broward County Medical Examiner's Office supplied 

six hundred four (604) corneas to the Hospital Center. 



From J a n u a r y  1, 1985  t h r o u g h  O c t o b e r  29 ,  1985 ,  t h e  Dade 

County  M e d i c a l  E x a ~ n i n e r ' s  O f f i c e  h a s  s u p p l i e d  s i x  h u n d r e d  

two (602 )  c o r n e a s  t o  t h e  H o s p i t a l  C e n t e r ,  and  t h e  Broward 

County  M e d i c a l  E x a m i n e r ' s  O f f i c e  h a s  s u p p l i e d  two h u n d r e d  

n i n e t y - e i g h t  (298)  c o r n e a s  t o  t h e  H o s p i t a l  C e n t e r .  

A s  t h e  f o r e g o i n g  i n d i c a t e s ,  c o r n e a s  s u p p l i e d  by 

t h e  Medical Examine r s '  O f f i c e  i n  Dade a n d  Broward 

C o u n t i e s  have  been i n s t r u m e n t a l  i n  r e s t o r i n g  s i g h t  t o  t h e  

f u n c t i o n a l l y  b l i n d  c i t i z e n s  o f  Dade County  and  i m p r o v i n g  

e y e s i g h t  f o r  o t h e r s  w i t h  impaired v i s i o n .  (App. I )  

W i t h o u t  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  t h e s e  d o n o r  t i s s u e s ,  two 

t h o u s a n a  t h r e e  hundred  t h i r t y - t h r e e  ( 2 , 3 3 3 ) ,  who had  b e e n  

b l i n d ,  c o u l d  n o t  have  had  t h e i r  s i g h t  r e s t o r e d .  T h i s  

r e c o v e r y  of  s i g h t  by c i t i z e n s  o f  Dade County  is d i r e c t l y  

a n d  s o l e l y  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h e  Kedical  E x a m i n e r ' s  l a w .  

I n  a l l  o t h e r  respects, DADE COUNTY j o i n s ,  

a d o p t s  and  s u p p o r t s  t h e  B r i e f  f i l e d  i n  t h i s  appeal by 

NORTH FLORIDA LIONS EYE BANK, INC.,  THE MfiDICAL EYE BANK, 

INC.  a n d  PLOHIDA LIONS EYE BANK, INC.  

R e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t t e d ,  
/9 

o b e r t  L/  B l a k e  
A s s i s t a  t County A t t o r n e y  t 
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