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IN AND FOR THE SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF-A'9RIDA� 

.c-c-r-�
SID J. WHITE 

IN RE: PETITION OF JOHN M. DOWNING, JR. FEB� .14 1986FOR RESIGNATION FROM FLORIDA BAR 
CL.£RKI. SUPREME C 
8)1_ OURt 

C$i;, De1lU(y Clerlr _ 

PETITION OF JOHN M. DOWNING, JR. FOR RESIGNATION FROM 
FLORIDA BAR PURSUANT TO RULE 11.08 OF THE INTEGRATION 
RULE OF' THE FLORIDA BAR 

Petitioner, John M. Downing, Jr. (Fla. Bar # 173066) hereby 
moves that this Court allow Petitioner to resign from the 
Florida Bar and said Petitioner would state as follows: 

1.� Petitioner, John M. Downing, Jr. is presently a member of 
the Florida Bar and has been a member since approximately 
1973. 

2.� Petitioner has worked continuously as a lawyer since his 
admission,first for approximatel~ three years for a medium 
sized Ft. Lauderdale law firm, then for approximately three 
years as general counsel for a large Ft. Lauderdale 
construction company, then Petitioner opened a sole practioner 
law office in Ft. Lauderdale. 

3.� During the past two yea.rs Petttioner ha~ h,ad to mi'rke nume:r.ou~ 

extended trips to Savanna.h, Georgia to c~~e ~Qr bi~ ~~th2r 

and mother who have been disabled by s,tckne(3,<-/? 8ect:\use ~t 

this si tuation and because Petitioner hEllS' b.een a s~le prg:c~, 

titioner it became increasingly difficult for Petttt~ner t~ 

service his ongoing clients. Since early 1985 Petiti~ner 

did not take any new cases and has attempted to prc,-,perly close 
out the remaining cases he had pending. :FGlr appr0ximii tely-' 
one year previous to this date Petitiwner h~s had ne Btfice 
or office telephone in Florida because he ha~ha.d to spebd 
most of his time in Savannah caring far hi~ pa.rents. 

4.� The Florida Bar office in Fort Lauderdale ha.s been kept in~c:r.med 

of the fact that Peti tioner had closed h.;i:s p~act;:lce. 'Two ~f 
the last cases that Petitioner was attempting t~ close eut 
during 1985 resulted in Bar c0mplatnts by the tw6 clients 
in small divorce cases.because ~t lack of contact andprQg~es~ 

regarding the two cases. petitioner consented to a. three 
month suspension regarding these two cases and this matter 
is presently pending before the Supreme Court. 

5.� Petitioner is not aware of whether any further Bar complaints 
will be filed in the future from clients he had when he was 
running his office previously. Should th,e,re be any, Haw com,~ 
plaints in the future Petitioner would be unable t~ resp0nd tn 
a proper fashion as Petitioner lives in S~vannah, Ge~rgta 

present ly to care for his parents wh(l) are both. c(i)fJlpletely 
disabled because of cancer and st':r'okes. Pet;itioner has n0 
present or expected means of incmrne in the near future and 
does not have the funds to pay fen the c~s'ts of the discip, 
linary action referred to above. 

6.� Because of this si tua tion Peti tioner desires to res'ign frC>fQ 
the Flo~ida Bar pursuant to Rule 11.08. 

7.� The,re ha.'ye been no convictions' fQ:r any c~i'1l1inal offense pending 
0;:17 pJ;ley;tou$:' except fop routine tw;a:f:'~:j.:.c o:ften(S-e$' and no ~ther 
cTi:min~1 p;r0ceedt,ng :,ts pendtng ~T ant:tctpa ted., Beeause 
PetitiQne~ has ha~ no telephone or office tn Florida he is n0t 
aware OA the st;atis of any other Bar complaints that ",ould o;r 
c0uld be pending ;although the rlo;rida. Ba~ ;tn ~Q;rt Laude;rdale 
should be aware' of all p~eyioua or pending actiens ~1 which 
which the suspension mentioned above is the most recent. 



".� 

8.� Petitioner does not believe that the public interest will be 
adversely affected by the granting of the Petition and will not 
hinder the administration of justice. 

9.� Petitioner understands that any future consideration of the 
status of Petitioner before the Florida Bar should this 
Petition be granted will require the full payment of all costs, 
refunds, penalties, etc. previously assessed or to be assessed 
because of disciplinary actions by the Bar. 

10.� Petitioner requests that should this Petition be granted it 
would be with leave to apply for readmission after three years 
and any further conditions imposed. 

WHEREFORE, Petitioner requests that this Petition be granted. 

0l,jJ~~" 
JOHN� M. DOWNING, JR. 
P.O"� BOX 23796 
SAVANNAH, GEORGIA 31403 

Copy of this Petition has been mailed to the Executive Director 
of the Florida Bar. 


