
IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA 

TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA 

I n  Re: Proposed Amendment t o  

Ru les  1 .490 and 1 . 6 1 1 ,  1 

F l o r i d a  Rules  of C i v i l  P rocedure  ' 6 9,6q& 

THIS HONORABLE COURT h a s  i n v i t e d  comment on t h e  p roposed  

amendments t o  Ru les  1 .490 and 1 . 6 1 1 ,  F l o r i d a  Rules  of C i v i l  P roce -  

dure  from members of The Bar a t  l a r g e .  The Family Law L i a i s o n  Sub- 

committee o f  t h e  Ru les  of  C i v i l  P rocedure  Committee r e s p e c t f u l l y  

submi t s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  comments on t h e  amendment p r o p o s a l s  by t h e  

C i r c u i t  Cour t  Judges  Conference:  

1. The Subcommittee r e c o g n i z e s  t h a t  t h e  enforcement  of 

s u p p o r t  and  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  temporary  s u p p o r t  i n  a n  e x p e d i c i o u s  

manner i s  of  paramount impor tance  t o  t h e  p u b l i c .  

2 .  The Subcommittee makes no recommendation a s  t o  whether  

t h e  appointment  of Suppor t  Enforcement Mas te r s  s h o u l d  be w i t h  o r  

w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n s e n t  of t h e  p a r t i e s  i n v o l v e d .  

3 .  I n  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  t h i s  Honorable Cour t  s h o u l d  d e t e r m i n e  

t h a t  a  r u l e  of  c i v i l  p r o c e d u r e  s h o u l d  be adop ted  which p e r m i t s  t h e  

enforcement  of s u p p o r t  m a s t e r s  w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n s e n t  of t h e  p a r t i e s  

i n v o l v e d ,  t h e n  t h e  Subcommittee recommends t h a t  t h i s  Suppor t  E n f o r c e -  

ment Master  a l s o  be p e r m i t t e d  t o  a c t  upon m a t t e r s  of  s u p p o r t  o r  

maintenance  of  a  spouse  o r  fo rmer  spouse  and t h a t  t h e y  n o t  be r e q u i r e d  

t o  a c c e p t  s t i p u l a t e d  agreements  by t h e  p a r t i e s  b u t  t h a t  t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  

of agreements  be d i s c r e t i o n a r y  wi th  t h e  M a s t e r s .  

4 .  A t t a c h e d  i s  a  p roposed  recommended Rule by t h e  Sub- 

committee which s e t s  f o r t h  t h e  above recommendations.  

5 .  A s  t o  Rule 1 .611 ,  t h e  Subcommittee f e e l s  t h a t  t h i s  

agreement  i s  a d e q u a t e l y  c o n t a i n e d  i n  S e c t i o n s  61.08 and 61 .13  of  t h e  . 
F l o r i d a  S t a t u t e s .  
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Rule 1.490 Masters 

(c) Support Enforcement Masters. The chief judge of each judicial c i rcui t  
shall  appoint support enforcement  mas te r s  f o r  t h e  c i rcui t  o r  f o r  each  county within t h e  
circuit  as a r e  necessary t o  expeditiously perform t h e  duties prescribed for them under 
this rule. Upon t h e  filing o f ,  a n  act ion or  application fo r  t h e  establishment or  
enforcement of child support o r  t h e  support o r  maintenance of a spouse o r  former  spouse 
t h e  clerk of t h e  cour t  shall r e fe r  t h e  act ion t o  'a support enforcement  master.  The  
support enforcement  master: 

(i) Shall  t a k e  test imony and establish a record; 
(ii) Shall evaluate  t h e  evidence and promptly make a recommended order  t o  

t h e  cour t  fo r  t h e  establishment and enforcement  of support. 
(iii) Shall accep t  voluntary acknowledgment of support  liability. 
(iv) Shall  Prepare  defaul t  orders  if the  obligator does not respond as required 

by law. 
(V) May a c c e p t  st ipulated agreements  se t t ing  t h e  amount of support t o  be  

paid. 

In actions involving issues o ther  than  t h e  establishment and enforcement  of support, t h e  
support  enforcement  mas te r  shall  recommend a temporary support  obligation and  re turn  
t h e  unresolved issues t o  t h e  court. Upon receiving the  recommendation of t h e  master,  
t h e  cour t  shall  promptly e n t e r  a n  order. 

(d) Reference.  No reference shal l  b e  t o  a master,  ei ther general  o r  special, 
without t h e  consent of t h e  part ies;  except  consent i s  no t  required fo r  t h e  referra l  of 
cases t o  support enforcement  master.  When a reference is made t o  a master,  t h e  
master,  on his own motion, o r  on application of ei ther par ty  shal l  &her pa&y may set 
t h e  action f o r  hearing befere kim. 


