
I N  THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA 
(Before  a ~ e f e r e e )  

THE FLORIDA BAR, 

Complainant 

v.  

GEORGE N. MEROS, 

Respondent. 

REPORT OF REFEREE 

I. SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS: Pursuant t o  t h e  unde 
appointed a s  Referee  t o  conduct d i s c i p l i n a r y  proc 
h e r e i n  pursuant t o  Rule 3-7.4, Rules Regulat ing The F l o r i d a  I 
Bar, f i n a l  hea r ing  was he ld  on November 25, 1987. Thomas E. 
DeBerg,Esq. appeared i n  beha l f  o f  The F l o r i d a  Bar. George N. 
Meros, Jr . ,Esq.,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  Respondent, d id  not  appear 
a l though g iven  due n o t i c e ,  b u t  d id  provide  t h e  Referee  wi th  
a le t ter  da ted  November 23, 1987 which i s  made p a r t  o f  t h e  
Record. A f t e r  t h e  hea r ing  on November 25, 1987, t h e  Referee  
p e r s o n a l l y  telephoned Respondent 's  counsel  a t  h i s  Ta l l ahassee  
o f f i c e  and l e f t  a message due t o  M r .  Meros' absence, t h a t  any 
argument which h e  d e s i r e d  t o  make wi th  regard  t o  t h e  pena l ty  
phase must b e  i n  w r i t i n g  and d e l i v e r e d  t o  t h e  undersigned no 
l a t e r  than Wednesday, December 2, 1987. On s a i d  l a s t  d a t e ,  a 
l e t te r  from George N.  Meros, Jr., Esq. was rece ived ,  t h e  same 
be ing  p a r t  o f  t h e  Record, and a f t e r  cons ide ra t ion ,  t h e  Ref- 
e r e e  d e c l i n e s  t o  b i f u r c a t e  or f u r t h e r  p r o t r a c t  t h e  proceed- 
ing.  

11. Findinqs  o f  Fac t :  A f t e r  cons ide r ing  a l l  o f  t h e  p lead ings  and 
evidence submitted a t  f i n a l  hear ing ,  I f i n d  t h a t  t h e  a l l e g a -  
t i o n s  of  t h e  Complaint o f  The F l o r i d a  Bar have been sus t a ined  
and were no t  con te s t ed .  The f i n d i n g s  a re :  

1. Respondent i s  and a t  a l l  t i m e s  m a t e r i a l  h e r e i n  was a 
m e m b e r  of The F l o r i d a  B a r  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  j u r i s d i c t i o n  and d i s -  
c i p l i n a r y  r u l e s  of  t h e  Supreme Court o f  F l o r i d a .  

2. On August 17, 1987, Respondent was found g u i l t y  i n  t h e  
United S t a t e s  Court f o r  t h e  Middle D i s t r i c t  o f  F l o r i d a ,  Case 
N o .  84-0076-CR-T-08 o f  t h e  fol lowing counts:  

Count 1 -Conspiring t o  v i o l a t e  R I C O   it .18, ~ e c .  1962 (d)  ) 
Count 2 -Conspiring t o  v i o l a t e  R I C O   i it. 18, ~ e c .  1962 ( c )  ) 
Count 3 -Conspiring t o  possess  w i th  i n t e n t  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  

a Schedule I c o n t r o l l e d  subs tance  (marijuana,  
i n  excess  o f  1,000 pounds) 

Count 4 -Conspiring t o  import a Schedule I c o n t r o l l e d  
subs tance  (mari juana)  

Count 5 -Possession wi th  i n t e n t  t o  d i s t r i b u t e  a Schedule 
I c o n t r o l l e d  subs tance  (mari juana)  

Count 1 1 - U s e  of w i r e  t r a n s f e r  i n  f o r e i g n  commerce i n  a i d  
of  r a c k e t e e r i n g  e n t e r p r i s e  



Count 12-Conspiring t o  u s e  a w i r e  t r a n s f e r  i n  i n t e r s t a t e  
and f o r e i g n  commerce i n  a i d  of  r a c k e t e e r i n g  
e n t e r p r i s e  

Count 1 3 - I n t e r s t a t e  and f o r e i g n  t r a v e l  i n  a i d  o f  racke- 
t e e r i n g  e n t e r p r i s e  

Count 14  
& 15 Defrauding an agency o f  t h e  United S t a t e s  by 

t r i c k ,  scheme o r  dev ice  
Counts 16 
22  & 25 Causing bank t o  f a i l  t o  f i l e  cur rency  t r a n s -  

a c t i o n  r e p o r t  w i t h  IRS 

3. On September 16,  1985, Respondent w a s  ad jud ica t ed  g u i l t y  
o f  a l l  counts  r e f e renced  i n  t h e  preced ing  paragraph and descr ibed  
i n  F l o r i d a  B a r  Exh ib i t  2 rece ived  i n  evidence on November 25,1987. 

4. A s  a r e s u l t  o f  h i s  a d j u d i c a t i o n  r e f e r r e d  t o  hereinabove,  
Respondent w a s  sentenced t o  a t o t a l  o f  f o r t y  (40) y e a r s  i n  p r i s o n ,  
w i t h  s p e c i f i c  terms o f  confinement w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  each o f  t h e  
counts  o f  which he w a s  convic ted  as i s  shown by F l o r i d a  B a r  Exh ib i t  2 .  

5. Respondent does no t  c o n t e s t  t h e  a u t h e n t i c i t y  o f  t h e  record  
o f  conv ic t ion  o f  s a i d  o f f e n s e s ,  and t h e  a d j u d i c a t i o n  of g u i l t  by  
t h e  s en t enc ing  t r i b u n a l  i s  conc lus ive  proof t he reo f  f o r  purposes 
o f  t h i s  d i s c i p l i n a r y  proceeding.  

111. Recommendation as t o  Whether o r  Not t h e  Respondent Should b e  
Found Gu i l t y :  

I recommend t h a t  t h e  Respondent b e  found g u i l t y  and s p e c i f i c a l l y  
t h a t  h e  b e  found g u i l t y  o f  t h e  fo l lowing  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  h i s  o a t h  a s  
an a t t o r n e y ,  D i s c i p l i n a r y  Rules,  and Rules Regula t ing  t h e  F l o r i d a  
B a r  to-wit :  A r t i c l e  X I ,  Rule 11 .02(3)  ( a ) ,  f o r  conduct c o n t r a r y  t o  
honesty ,  j u s t i c e  and good morals;  DR Rule 1 - 1 0 2 ( ~ )  ( 4 )  f o r  engaging 
i n  d i shones t  conduct, f raud ,  c o r r u p t i o n  and r a c k e t e e r i n g  i n  v i o l a -  
t i o n  of  f e d e r a l  l a w ,  and DR 1-102 (A) ( 6 )  f o r  engaging i n  o t h e r  m i s -  
conduct t h a t  r e f l e c t s  adve r se ly  on h i s  f i t n e s s  t o  p r a c t i c e  l a w .  

I V .  Recommendation as t o  D i s c i p l i n a r y  Measures t o  b e  Applied: 

I recommend t h a t  t h e  Respondent, due t o  t h e  magnitude and 
enormity of  h i s  cr imes,  b e  d i s b a r r e d .  There is  m o r e  than  ample 
a u t h o r i t y  f o r  t h a t  d r a s t i c  pena l ty .  The F l o r i d a  B a r  v. Ludwig, 
465 So.2d 528. The F l o r i d a  B a r  v. P r i c e ,  478 So.2d 812. 

Cons idera t ion  has  been g iven  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Respondent 
i s  a mature i n d i v i d u a l  having been born i n  1923, admit ted t o  The 
F l o r i d a  B a r  on January 31, 1953, and has  no known prev ious  d i s c i p -  
l i n a r y  h i s t o r y .  These d a t a  were suppl ied  by The F l o r i d a  B a r  Tampa 
Of f i ce .  

V. S ta tement  o f  Costs:  

An i temized s ta tement  of  c o s t s  reasonably  incu r r ed  by The F l o r i d a  
B a r  i s  h e r e t o  a t t a c h e d .  Those and any c o s t s  o r  charges  no t  y e t  
b i l l e d  should b e  charged t o  t h e  Respondent. 

R e s p e c t f u l l y  submit ted a t  Tampa, 
December, 1987. 



I hereby c e r t i f y  t h a t  copy o f  t h e  foregoing Report of  
Referee  was provided by r e g u l a r  mai l  t o :  Thomas E. DeBerg, 
A s s i s t a n t  S t a f f  Counsel and George N.  Meros, Jr., Attorney f o r  
Respondent on t h e  d a t e  las t  a 



IN THE SUPREME COURT OF FLORIDA 
(Before a Referee) 

THE FLORIDA BAR, CASE NO. 70,419 
TFB NO. 8727948-06C 

Complainant, (Formerly 06C87137) 

GEORGE N. MEROS, 

Respondent. 

STATEMENT OF COSTS 

Grievance Committee Level: 

1. Administrative costs at the Grievance 
Committee Level, Rule 3-7.5 (k) ......... 

Referee Level : 

1. Administrative costs at the Referee 
Level, Rule 3-7.5(k) ................... 150.00 

2. Staff Counsel Expenses: (Thomas E. DeBerg - 
Motion 11/3/87) .......... a. Transportation and Parking 7.00 

3. Court Reporter Costs: (Betty Lauria - 
Motion 11/3/87) 
a. Appearance Fee........ 30.00 ........... b. Transcript 47.00 .............. c. Postage .73 

TOTAL ............................. 
4. Court Reporter Costs: (~etty ~auria - 

Final Hearing 11/25/87) * 

TOTAL AMOUNT DUE TO DATE: 384.73 
* AMOUNT DOES NOT INCLUDE COURT REPORTER COSTS 
RELATED TO THE FINAL HEARING, COSTS WILL BE 
SUBMITTED UPON RECEIPT. 

The foregoing costs have been incurred in the above-styled 
cause at the Grievance Committee and Referee level by The Florida 
Bar. 

Respectfully submitted, 

, 
THOMAS E. DEBERG 
Assistant Staff Counsel 
The Florida Bar, Suite C-49 
Tampa Airport, Marriott Hotel 
Tampa, Florida 33607 
(813) 875-9821 



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the 
foregoing STATEMENT OF COSTS has been furnished to GEORGE MEROS, 
JR., Attorney for Respondent, 101 North Monroe Street, Monroe 
Park Tower, Suite 900, Tallahassee, Florida 32301; by Regular 
U.S. Mail; and to JOHN T. BERRY, Staff Counsel, The Florida Bar, 
600 Apalachee Parkway, Tallahassee, Florida 32301; this 3 0  
day of L , 1987. 

THOMAS E. DEBERG 


