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Dear Judge Patterson: 

Thank you for soliciting my comments on the proposed 
rule concerning Title IV D Hearing Officers. 

I feel that I am correct in stating that the judges of the 
Third Circuit are unanimously opposed to the "special 
masters" concept. We have not had any problems to date 
that warrant masters, rather than judges, hearing Title IV D 
support actions. 

Support actions, be it child support or alimony, are very 
important, emotional areas and should not be lightly regarded 
nor shuttled off to a non-judicial hearing officer. 

If funds are to be expended to upgrade support enforcement, 
I strongly feel that additional circuit judges would be far 
more economically prudent and effective than the establish- 
ment of many "hearing officers" . 
In comment on the wording of the proposed rule, if it must be 
adopted, I suggest that the word "may" be substituted for 
the word lfshallv in paragraphs (b), (c), (d) and (e). 

wief Judge 
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