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PER CURIAM. 

This Court recently adopted Florida Rules of Civil 

Procedure 1.700 - 1.830 implementing chapter 87-173, Laws of 
Florida (codified at sections 44.301-.306, Florida Statutes 

(1987)) which deals with arbitration and mediation. In re: 

Pro~osed Rules for Implementation of Florida Statutes Sections 

44.301 - 306, 518 So.2d 908 (Fla. 1987). In light of the 

January 1, 1988 effective date of the act, we adopted the 

proposed rules as an interim measure. Interested parties were 

invited to submit comments and suggestions regarding the rules as 

adopted on or before March 1, 1988. 

After reviewing the comments submitted, we find two of the 

suggestions offered merit adoption. A technical amendment is 

made to rule 1.700(b). Rule 1.700(c) is amended to ensure that 

motions to defer or forego mediation or arbitration will be 



brought to the court's attention prior to the time that the 

mediation or arbitration hearing is scheduled. The attached 

amendments to rule 1.700 shall become effective upon the filing 

of this opinion. 

It is so ordered. 

EHRLICH, C.J., and OVERTON, McDONALD, SHAW, BARKETT, GRIMES and 
KOGAN, JJ., Concur 

NO MOTION FOR REHEARING WILL BE ALLOWED. 



Rule 1 . 7 0 0  

(a) No Change 

(b) A party may move, within 1 5  days after service of the 
order of referral, to dispense with mediation and with 
arbitration, respectively, if the issue to be considered 
has been previously mediated or arbitrated between the 
same parties pursuant to Florida law. 

(c) Waiver or deferral of mediation or arbitration. 
Within 1 5  days of the court order assigning the case to 
mediation or arbitration, any party may file a motion 
with the court to defer or forego the process and shall 

ch motlon for hearlna prlor to the date that 
mediation or arbitration has been ordered with notice to 

s. lncludlng any mediator ox 
arbitrator that has been appojnted. Such motion shall 
set forth, in detail, the facts and circumstances 
supporting the motion. Mediation or arbitration shall be 
tolled until disposition of the motion. 
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