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FLORIDA BOARD OF BAR EXAMINERS 

RE: AMENDMENT TO RULFS OF SUPREME 

COURT OF FLORIDA RELATING 

TO ADMISSIONS TO THE BAR 

GIZlMES, J. 

The Florida Board of Bar Examiners petitioned for approval of certain 

amendments to  the Rules of the Supreme Court of Florida Relating to 

Admissions t o  the Bar. The proposed amendments were published in The Florida 

Bar News allowing interested parties t o  file comments with this Court. Upon 

consideration, we now adopt the proposed amendments. The amendments are 

altached to this opinion together with the rationale expressed by the Board 

concerning each amendment. 

The single comment filed in response to the publication criticized tlze 

removal of the ma~zdatory requirement for testing Florida constitutional law 

separately on each Bar examination. We agree that  i t  is important for Florida 

lawyers to  have a knowledge of Florida constitutiorlal law. However, we accept 

the representation of Lhe Board that the proposed amendment would allow the 

Board greater flexibility in testing Florida constitutional law by permitting i t  to 



be included with another area on the same essay question, thereby producing 

higher quality questions on the subject. 

The amendments shall be effective upon the issuance of this opinion. 

Done atid ordered. 

McDONALD, C . J . ,  and OVERTON, EHRLICH, SHAW, BARKETT and KOGAN, JJ . ,  
C o n c u r  

NOT FINAL UNTIL TIME E X P I R E S  TO F I L E  REHEARING MOTION AND, I F  
F I L E D ,  DETERMINED. THE F I L I N G  OF A MOTION FOR REHEARING SHALL 
NOT ALTER THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THESE RULES. 



A r t i c l e  I ,  Sec t ion  14 a s  i t  c u r r e n t l y  appears:  

Section 14. All information maintained by the Board in the 
discharge of those responsibilities delegated to it by the Supreme 
Coun of Florida shall be confidential except as provided by these 
Rules or otherwise authorized by the Court. All matters including. 
but not limited to, registrant and applicant files, investigative reports, 
examination material, and inter-office memoranda shall be the pro- 
perly of the Supreme Coun of Florida and the Board shall serve 
as the custodian of all such records. 

The Board is authorized to disclose the following information 
relating to an individual registrant, applicant or member of The 
Florida Bar, absent specific instructions from the Court to the 
contrary: 

a. Upon written request from The Florida Bar for information 
relating to disciplinary proceedings, reinstatement proceedings or 
unauthorized practice of law investigations, provided, however, that 
information received by the Board under a specific agreernent of 
confidentiality or otherwise restricted by law shall not be disclosed. 

b. Upon written request from the National Conference of Bar 
Examiners, or from foreign bar admitting agencies, foreign bar 
associations, or other similar agencies, when accompanied by an 
authorization and release duly executed by the person about whom 
such information is sought. provided, however, that information 
received by the Board under a specific agreernent of confidentiali- 
ty or otherwise restricted by law shall not be disclosed. 

c. Upon written request from registrants or applicants for copies 
of documents previously filed by them. or on their behalf with the 
Board with the written consent of the party submitting such 
documents, and copies of any documents or exhibits tendered to 
the Board at an investigative or formal hearing before the Board 
and the transcripts of any such hearings. 

d. Upon service of a subpoena issued by a Federal or Florida 
Grand Jury, or Florida State Attorney only in connection with a 

felony investigation, provided, however, that information other- 1 

wise restricted by law shall not be disclosed. I 

A r t i c l e  I ,  Sec t ion  14 

Sect ion  14. A l l  in format ion  maintained by the  Board i n  t he  d i scharge  of those 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  de l ega t ed  t o  i t  by the Supreme Court of F lo r ida  s h a l l  be 

c o n f i d e n t i a l  except  a s  provided by these  Rules o r  otherwise au thor ized  by the  

Court. A l l  ma t t e r s  i nc lud ing ,  b u t  no t  l i m i t e d  t o ,  r e g i s t r a n t  and app l i can t  f i l e s ,  

i n v e s t i g a t i v e  r e p o r t s ,  examination m a t e r i a l ,  and i n t e r o f f i c e  memoranda s h a l l  be 



t h e  proper ty  of t he  Supreme Court of F lor ida  and the  Board s h a l l  se rve  a s  

cus todian  of a l l  such records .  

The Board i s  au thor ized  t o  d i s c l o s e  the  fo l lowing  information r e l a t i n g  t o  an 

ind iv idua l  r e g i s t r a n t ,  app l i can t  o r  member of The F lo r ida  Bar, absent  s p e c i f i c  

i n s t r u c t i o n s  from the  Court t o  the  con t r a ry :  

a .  The name, da t e  of b i r t h ,  Soc ia l  S e c u r i t y  number and da t e  of a p p l i c a t i o n  

f o r  placement i n  a  n a t i o n a l  da ta  bank opera ted  by o r  on behalf  of the  National  

Conference of Bar Examiners. 

a :L  Upon w r i t t e n  r eques t  from The F lo r ida  Bar f o r  information 

r e l a t i n g  t o  d i s c i p l i n a r y  proceedings,  re ins ta tement  proceedings o r  unauthorized 

p r a c t i c e  of law i n v e s t i g a t i o n s ,  provided,  however, t h a t  information received by 

the  Board under a  s p e c i f i c  agreement of c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  o r  otherwise r e s t r i c t e d  by 

law s h a l l  no t  be d i sc losed .  

b s s  Upon w r i t t e n  r eques t  from the  National  Conference of Bar 

Examiners, o r  from fore ign  ba r  admi t t ing  agencies ,  f o r e i g n  ba r  a s s o c i a t i o n s ,  o r  

o the r  s i m i l a r  agencies ,  when accompanied by an a u t h o r i z a t i o n  and r e l ease  duly 

executed by the  person about whom such information i s  sought ,  provided, however, 

t h a t  information rece ived  by the  Board under a  s p e c i f i c  agreement of 

c o n f i d e n t i a l i t y  o r  otherwise r e s t r i c t e d  by law s h a l l  no t  be d i sc losed .  

c:& Upon w r i t t e n  r eques t  from r e g i s t r a n t s  o r  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  copies  

of documents prev ious ly  f i l e d  by them, o r  on t h e i r  beha l f  wi th  the  Board with the  

w r i t t e n  consent  of t he  p a r t y  submi t t ing  such documents, and copies  of any 



documents o r  e x h i b i t s  tendered t o  the  Board a t  an i n v e s t i g a t i v e  o r  formal hear ing  

before  t he  Board and the  t r a n s c r i p t  of such hear ings .  

d : ~  Upon s e r v i c e  of a  subpoena i ssued  by a  Federa l  o r  F lor ida  Grand 

Ju ry ,  o r  F lor ida  S t a t e  Attorney only i n  connection with a  felony i n v e s t i g a t i o n ,  

provided,  however, t h a t  information otherwise r e s t r i c t e d  by law s h a l l  no t  be 

d i sc losed .  

RAT I ONALE : 

The National  Conference of Bar Examiners has  agreed t o  maintain a  n a t i o n a l  
\ 

da ta  bank of ba r  a p p l i c a n t s .  The da t a  bank would be the  source of name check f o r  

the  Board i n  a t tempt ing  t o  v e r i f y  which j u r i s d i c t i o n s  an app l i can t  has prev ious ly  

made a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  admission. The only information which the  Board would supply 

t o  t he  d a t a  bank i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s e t  f o r t h  i n  t he  r u l e  amendment. The Board f e e l s  

t h a t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t he  n a t i o n a l  da t a  bank would be va luable  t o  the  Board i n  

conducting background i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  of a p p l i c a n t s .  



A r t i c l e  11, S e c t i o n s  1 through 4 a s  t h e y  c u r r e n t l y  appear :  

Section 1. Every person intending to  apply for admission to 
The Florida Bar shall, within one hundred fifty (150) days follow- 
ing the commencement of the study of law in an accredited law 
school, register with the Board by filing an Applicant's Question- 
naire and Affidavit (Form 1) as a registrant upon the forms sup- 
plied by the Board, including the documents and papers specified 
in Anicle IV, Section 5 except for the filing of the Cenificate of 
Dean as specified in Article IV, Section S.b(l);  a fee of 460.00 
as specified in the provisions of Anicle V, Section 6,  and such other 
papers as may from time to time be reasonably required by the 
Board. The Board will consider as timely filed any registration 
postmarked o r  received one hundred fifty (150) days following the 
commencement of the study of law. 

Section 2. If any person fails to timely register but does so within 
one hundred sixty-five (165) days following the commencement of 
the study of law and shall fully respond to requests contained in 
3 notice of untimely filing within a period not to exceed ten (10) 
days from mailing of such notice. such registration shall be accepted 
with a fee of $70.00 as  specified under Article V,  Section 7.  

Section 3. If any person fails to timely register but does so within 
two hundred fifty (250) days following the commencement of the 
study o f  law, the fee shall be S105.00 as  specified under the pro- 
visions o f  Article V,  Section 8. 

Section 4. If any person fails to register within two hundred fif- 
ty (250) days following the commencement of the study of law. 
the fee shall be  $300.00 as  specified under the provisions o f  
Article V,  Section 9. 

A r t i c l e  11, S e c t i o n s  1 th rough  4 a s  t h e y  would a p p e a r :  

S e c t i o n  1. Every persen law s t u d e n t  i n t e n d i n g  t o  app ly  f o r  admiss ion 

t o  The F l o r i d a  Bar s h a l l ,  with in-  ene- hundred- f i f t y -  f 3 5 8 j -  days f o l l o w i n g  t h e  

commencement o f  t h e  s t u d y  o f  law i n  a n  a c c r e d i t e d  law s c h o o l ,  r e g i s t e r  w i t h  t h e  

Board by f i l i n g  an A p p l i c a n t ' s  Q u e s t i o n n a i r e  and A f f i d a v i t  (Form 1) a s  a 

r e g i s t r a n t  upon t h e  forms s u p p l i e d  by t h e  Board,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  documents and 

p a p e r s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  A r t i c l e  I V ,  S e c t i o n  5 e x c e p t  f o r  t h e  f i l i n g  of  t h e  C e r t i f i c a t e  



o f  Dean a s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  A r t i c l e  IV, S e c t i o n  5 . b . l )  payment o f  a  f e e  

o f  $60700 $300.00 a s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  A r t i c l e  V, S e c t i o n  6, 

and s u b m i t t i n q  such o t h e r  p a p e r s  a s  may from time t o  t ime be reasonab ly  r e q u i r e d  

by t h e  Board. The schedule  o f  d i s c o u n t e d  f e e s  s e t  forth-ln S e c t i o n s  2 ,  3 and 4 

below a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  any law s t u d e n t  who f i l e s  an - e a r l y  r e q i s t r a t i o n .  The 

Board w i l l  c o n s i d e r  a s  t i m e l y  f i l e d  any r e g i s t r a t i o n  postmarked o r  r e c e i v e d  ene 

h u n d r e d - - f i f t y - - f 3 5 0 j  w i t h i n  t h e  s p e c i f i e d  number o f  days f o l l o w i n g  t h e  

commencement o f  t h e  s t u d y  o f  law. 

S e c t i o n  2 .  I f  a  law s t u d e n t  t i m e l y  f i l e s  an e a r l y  - r e g i s t r a t i o n  w i t h i n  one 

hundred f i f t y  (150)  days  f o l l o w i n q  t h e  commencement - of - t h e  s t u d y  o f  law a s  

s p e c i f i e d  i n  A r t i c l e  V ,  S e c t i o n  7 ,  t h e  f i l i n q  f e e  sha l l -be -$60 .00 .  

S e c t i o n  23.  I f  a  law s t u d e n t  t i m e l y  f i l e s - a n  e a r l y  r e q i s t r a t i o n  

3f--any--persen--fai%s--to--time%y--reg~ster--but--dees--se w i t h i n  one hundred 

s i x t y - f i v e  (165)  days  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  commencement o f  t h e  s t u d y  o f  law a n d - s h a & %  

fa%&y-respend-to-requests-centained-in-a-netice-ef-untime&y-~i&ing-w$th$n-a-peried 

net-te-exceed-ten-f38j-days-frem-ma~~ing-ef-sach-netice;-such-registration-sha%& 

b e - a c c e p t e d - w i t h - a - f e e - o f - $ 7 0 ~ 0 0 - a s -  s p e c i f i e d - u n d e r - A r t i e & e - V ; - S e c t i o n - 7 1  as 

s p e c i f i e d  i n  A r t i c l e  V, S e c t i o n  8 ,  t h e  f i l i n q  f e e  s h a l l  be $70.00.  

S e c t i o n  3:---Tf- a n y - p e r s e n -  f a g a s -  t o -  Cime&y- r e g i s e e r - k t l t - d e e s -  s e  4 .  I f  

a  law s t u d e n t  t i m e l y  f i l e s  an e a r l y  r e q i s t r a t i ~  w i t h i n  two hundred f i f t y  (250)  

days f o l l o w i n g  t h e  commencement o f  t h e  s t u d y  of law,  t h e -  f e e -  s h a % % - b e -  $ 3 0 5 ~ 0 0  

a s -  s p e c i f i e d -  under- t h e -  p r e v i s i e n s -  e f -  A r t i c % e -  V i -  S e c t i e n -  8 ~ a s  s p e c i f i e d  i n  

A r t i c l e  V ,  S e c t i o n  9 ,  t h e  f i l i n e e e  s h a l l  be $105.00. -- 



R a t i o n a l e  : 

The Court  approved t h e  proposed Budget f o r  1986-87 i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  l a t e  

r e g i s t r a t i o n  f e e  t o  $300.00 from $150.00. The proposed rewording i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  

h i g h l i g h t  t o  b e g i n n i n g  law s t u d e n t s  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  e a r l y  r e g i s t r a t i o n .  I t  i s  

hoped t h a t  t h e  d i s c o u n t e d  schedu le  o f  f e e s  f o r  e a r l y  r e g i s t r a t i o n  w i l l  encourage 

g r e a t e r  e a r l y  f i l i n g  by law s t u d e n t s .  Such e a r l y  f i l i n g  s p r e a d s  t h e  B o a r d ' s  

workload more even ly  and a s s i s t s  t h e  Board i n  t h e  o r d e r l y  and e f f i c i e n t  p r o c e s s i n g  

o f  a l l  b a r  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  



A r t i c l e  111, Sec t i on  1 . a .  a s  i t  c u r r e n t l y  appears :  

Section 1. No applicant shall be admitted to the Florida Bar Ex- 
amination unless he or she furnishes to the Board: 

a. Satisfactory evidence that ( I )  the applicant has received an i 
academic Bachelor's Degree granted on a basis of a four-year period 1 
of study in a college or university on the approved list of any one 1 
of the following regional accrediting associations or any Florida 1 
college or university approved by the Supreme Court of Florida: j - 

I 

(a) New England Association of Schools and Colleges; 
(b) Middle States Association of Colleges and Schools/Commis- 

sion on Higher Education; 
(c) North Central Association of Colleges and Schools; 
(d) Southern Association of Colleges and Schools-Commission 

on Colleges; 
(e) Northwest Association of Schools and Colleges; 
(fJ Western Association of Schools and Colleges-Accrediting 

Commission for Senior Colleges. 

The academic Bachelor's Degree referred to above must have I 
been conferred at a time when such college or university was ac- 1 
credited or within 12 months of such accreditation. (2) In the alter- i 
native, such applicant shall have successfully completed an exarnina- 1 
tion designated by the Board evidencing attained knowledge 1 
equivalent to 120 semester hours of college study to be administered 1 
under the Board's supervision; or (3) a determination at the cost ~ 
of the applicant by a credentials evaluation service or other profes- 1 
sionals approved by the Board that the applicant's educaiion is the I 

equivalent of a Bachelor's Degree awarded by an accredited 
institution. !.'. , 1 

This section shall be applicable only to those applicants apply- i 
ing for admission to the Bar who enrolled in any accredited law 
college subsequent to December 3 1, 1975. All other applicants shall 
be governed by previous requirements under Section 22(a) of Ar- 
ticle IV. (Satisfactory evidence of at least two years' in-residence 
undergraduate work if entry into law school was prior to December 
31, 1960, or at least 3 years in-residence undergraduate work if : 
entry into law school was subsequent to December 3 1, 1960, but ; 
prior to December 3 I, 1975, or the successful completion of a col- I 
lege equivalency examination to be administered under the Board's 
supervision.) ' 1 

I 
Graduation from any one of the following institutions: the United 1 

States Military Academy, the United States Naval Academy, the / 
United States Air Force Academy, the United States Coast Guard 
Academy, or the United States Merchant Marine Academy, will 
fully satisfy the requirement of this section. 

A r t i c l e  111, S e c t i o n  1 . a .  a s  i t  w i l l  appear :  

Sec t i on  1. No a p p l i c a n t  s h a l l  be admi t ted  t o  t h e  F l o r i d a  Bar Examination 

un l e s s  he o r  she f u r n i s h e s  t o  t h e  Board: 

a .  S a t i s f a c t o r y  evidence t h a t  ( 1 )  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  ha s  r e ce ived  an academic 

B a c h e l o r ' s  Degree g r an t ed  on a  b a s i s  of  a  four -year  p e r i o d  of  s t udy  i n  a  c o l l e g e  

o r  u n i v e r s i t y  on t h e  approved l i s t  of  any one of t h e  fo l lowing  r eg iona l  

a c c r e d i t i n g  a s s o c i a t i o n s  o r  any F l o r i d a  c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y  approved by t h e  

Supreme Court  of  F l o r i d a :  
-9- 



. 
( a )  New England A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Schoo l s  and c o l l e g e s ;  

( b )  Middle S t a t e s  A s s o c i a t i o n  of  C o l l e g e s  and Schools/Commission on Higher  

Educa t ion ;  

( c )  North C e n t r a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C o l l e g e s  and S c h o o l s ;  

( d )  Sou the rn  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  C o l l e g e s  and Schools--Commission on C o l l e g e s ;  

( e )  Northwest  A s s o c i a t i o n  of  Schoo l s  and C o l l e g e s ;  

( f )  Western A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  Schools  and C o l l e g e s - - A c c r e d i t i n g  Commission f o r  

S e n i o r  C o l l e g e s .  

The academic B a c h e l o r ' s  Degree r e f e r r e d  t o  above must have been c o n f e r r e d  a t  

a  t ime when such c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y  was a c c r e d i t e d  o r  w i t h i n  12 months o f  such 

accreditation.--f23--En--the--a$ternaCive;-- Otherwise, such a p p l i c a n t  s h a l l  

o b t a i n  have sueeessfu33y eemp3eted an examination designated by the Beard 

evideneing attained know3edge equiva3ent to 329 semester h e ~ r s  ef ee33ege study to 

be administered under the Boardls supervisien; er (33 a  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  a t  t h e  c o s t  

o f  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  by a  c r e d e n t i a l s  e v a l u a t i o n  s e r v i c e  o r  o t h e r  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  

approved by  t h e  Board t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  e d u c a t i o n  i s  t h e  e q u i v a l e n t  of a  

B a c h e l o r ' s  Degree awarded by an a c c r e d i t e d  i n s t i t u t i o n .  

T h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l  be  a p p l i c a b l e  o n l y  t o  t h o s e  a p p l i c a n t s  a p p l y i n g  f o r  

admiss ion t o  t h e  Bar who e n r o l l e d  i n  an a c c r e d i t e d  law ee33ege s c h o o l  

subsequent  t o  Beeember 33; 3975 ( e f f e c t i v e  date.). For a p p l i c a n t s  who 

e n r o l l e d  i n  an  a c c r e d i t e d  law s c h o o l  subsequen t  t o  Recember 3 1 ,  1975,  b u t  p r i o r  t o  

( e f f e c t i v e  d a t e ) ,  s a i d  a p p l i s a n t s  may, i n  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  

requ i rements  s e t  f o r t h  above ,  s u c c e s s f u l l y  complete  an  examina t ion  d e s i q n a t e d  by  

t h e  Board e v i d e n c i n q  a t t a i n e d  knowledqe equivale-EL- t o  120- semes te r  hours  o f  

c o l l e q e  s t u d y  t o  be  a d m i n i s t e r e d  under t h e  B o a r d ' s  s u p e r v i s i o n .  A p p l i c a n t s  who 

e n r o l l e d  i n  an a c c r e d i t e d  law s c h o o l  p r i o r  to-Dzcember 32 ,  1975 A other 

app3ieants s h a l l  be governed by p r e v i o u s  requ i rements  under S e c t i o n  2 2 ( a )  o f  

A r t i c l e  I V .  ( S a t i s f a c t o r y  ev idence  o f  a t  l e a s t  two y e a r s '  i n - r e s i d e n c e  

undergradua te  work i f  e n t r y  i n t o  law s c h o o l  was s u b s e q l ~ e n t  t o  December 31 ,  1960,  

b u t  p r i o r  t o  December 3 1 ,  1975,  o r  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  complet ion o f  a  c o l l e g e  

equ iva lency  examina t ion  t o  be  a d m i n i s t e r e d  under t h e  B o a r d ' s  s u p e r v i s i o n . )  

Gradua t ion  from any one o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n s t i t ~ r t i o n s :  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  

M i l i t a r y  Academy, t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  Naval Academy, t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  Air Force  

Academy, t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  Coast  Guard Academy, o r  t h e  IJnited S t a t e s  Merchant 

Marine Academy, w i l l  f u l l y  s a t i s f y  t h e  requ i rement  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  



' * -  b ,  

I 

RATIONALE: 

The Board r e c e n t l y  made an i n d e p t h  s t u d y  o f  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  requ i rements  f o r  

i n d i v i d u a l s  n o t  p o s s e s s i n g  an academic B a c h e l o r ' s  Degree from an a c c r e d i t e d  

c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y .  Based upon i t s  s t u d y ,  t h e  Board concluded t h a t  t h e  mere 

s u c c e s s f u l  complet ion o f  t h e  B o a r d ' s  d e s i g n a t e d  examina t ion  i s  an inadequa te  

measurement f o r  d e t e r m i n i n g  t h e  equ iva lency  o f  an  undergradua te  degree  based  upon 

a  four -yea r  p e r i o d  o f  s t u d y .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  B o a r d ' s  e d u c a t i o n a l  c o n s u l t a n t  a d v i s e d  

t h a t  t h e r e  i s  no examina t ion  which can r e a l i s t i c a l l y  t e s t  an  i n d i v i d u a l  f o r  

" a t t a i n e d  knowledge e q u i v a l e n t  t o  120  s e m e s t e r  h o u r s  o f  c o l l e g e  s tudy"  a s  p rov ided  

i n  t h e  c u r r e n t  r u l e .  The Board,  t h e r e f o r e ,  recommends t h e  e l i m i n a t i o n  of  t h i s  

a l t e r n a t i v e .  The proposed change i n c l u d e s  a  g r a n d f a t h e r  c l a u s e  and would n o t  be 

a p p l i c a b l e  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  who e n r o l l e d  i n  an a c c r e d i t e d  law schoo l  p r i o r  t o  t h e  

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  o f  t h e  amendment. 

The proposed change r e t a i n s  t h e  a l t e r n a t i v e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  a  c r e d e n t i a l s  

e v a l u a t i o n  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l s  n o t  p o s s e s s i n g  t h e  r e q u i r e d  R a c h e l o r ' s  Degree from an 

a c c r e d i t e d  c o l l e g e  o r  u n i v e r s i t y .  The r e t e n t i o n  o f  t h e  c r e d e n t i a l s  e v a l u a t i o n  

w i l l  p r o v i d e  an a l t e r n a t i v e  means o f  q u a l i f y i n g  f o r  admiss ion  t o  t h e  F l o r i d a  Bar 

Examination t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  undergradua te  d e g r e e s  from f o r e i g n  c o l l e g e s  o r  

u n a c c r e d i t e d  American c o l l e g e s  o r  t o  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  a  g r a d u a t e  degree  i n  l i e u  o f  

a  b a c h e l o r  ' s degree .  



A r t i c l e  111, Sec t ion  3 . a .  a s  i t  c u r r e n t l y  appears :  

A r t i c l e  111, Sect ion  3.a .  a s  i t  w i l l  appear:  

Section 3.a. Prior to recommending an applicant for admission 
to practice the profession of law in Florida. the Florida Board of 
Bar Examiners shall conduct an investigation and otherwise inquire 
into and determine the character, fitness, and general qualifications 
of every applicant. In every such investigation and inquiry, the Board 
may obtain such information as bears upon the character, fitness. 
and general qualifications of the applicant and take and hear 
testimony, administer oaths and affirmations, and compel, by sub- 
poena, the attendance of witnesses and the production of books, 
papers and documents. Any member of the Board may administer 
such oaths and affirnlations. Such investigations and inquiries shall 
be informal, but they shall be thorough, with the object of ascer- 

Sec t ion  3.a .  P r i o r  t o  recommending an a p p l i c a n t  f o r  admission t o  p r a c t i c e  the 

p ro fe s s ion  of law i n  F lo r ida ,  t he  F lo r ida  Board of Bar Examiners s h a l l  conduct an 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and otherwise inqu i r e  i n t o  and determine the  cha rac t e r ,  f i t n e s s  and 

genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of every app l i can t .  I n  every such inves t iga t ion  and 

inqu i ry ,  the Board may ob ta in  such information a s  b e a r s  upon the c h a r a c t e r ,  

f i t n e s s  and genera l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of the  a p p l i c a n t  and take and hear testimony, 

administer  oa ths  and a f f i r m a t i o n s ,  and compel; by subpoena; the  

at tendance of wi tnesses  and the  product ion of books, papers  and documents. Any 

member of the Board may adminis te r  such oa ths  and a f f i rma t ions .  Such 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and i n q u i r i e s  s h a l l  be informal ,  b u t  they s h a l l  be thorough, wi th  

the ob jec t  of a s c e r t a i n i n g  the t r u t h .  Technical  r u l e s  of evidence need not  be 

observed. Any i n v e s t i g a t i v e  hear ing  f o r  such purpose may be he ld  by a  d i v i s i o n  of 

the  Board c o n s i s t i n g  of net &ess  no fewer than th ree  members of t he  

Board. Each d i v i s i o n  s h a l l  record i t s  proceedings and s h a l l  r epo r t  i t s  

decisions recommendations t o  the  f u l l  Board. 

! 

RAT I ONALE : 

taining the truth. Technical rules of evidence need not be observ- / 
ed. Any investigative hearing for such purpose may be held by a 
division of the Board consisting of not less than three members of l 
the Board. Each division shall record its proceedings and shall report 
its decisions to the full Board. 

The proposed amendment would conform the  Rules t o  the Board ' s  p r a c t i c e  i n  t h a t  

dec i s ions  of i n v e s t i g a t i v e  hear ing  panels  a r e  only  recommendations upon which the  

Board a c t s .  



Article 111, 'Section 4.b. as it currently appears: 

b. Any applicant or student registrant who is dissatisfied with 
the Board's recommendation concerning such applicant's or 
registrant's character and fitness may file an appropriate petition 
with the Clerk of the Supreme Court of Florida, within a period 
of sixty (60) days after receipt of the Board's recommendation. A 
copy of such petition shall be served upon the Executive Director 
of the Board. Upon receipt of such petition. the Executive ~ ; r e c -  
tor shall place the record of the formal hearing with the Supreme 
Coun, and the Coun shall decide whether such applicant or stu- 
dent registrant meets the character and fitness requirements. Final 
action of the Coun shall be duly entered in the minutes thereof. 

Article 111, Section 4.b. as it will appear: 

b. Any applicant or student registrant who is dissatisfied with the Board's 

recommendation concerning such applicant's or registrant's character and fitness 

may file an appropriate petition with the Clerk of the Supreme Court of Florida, 

within a period of sixty (60) days after receipt of the Board's recommendation. A 

copy of such petition shall be served upon the Executive Director of the 

Board. Upon rece ip t  o f  such p e t i t i o n ;  Unless otherwise required, the 

Board's response shall be filed with the Supreme Court within 25 days after 

service of the petition. At the time of the filinq of the Board's response,the 

Executive Director shall place the record of the formal hearing with the Supreme 

Court, and the Court shall decide whether such applicant or student registrant 

meets the character and fitness requirements. Final action of the Court shall be 

duly entered in the minutes thereof. 

RATIONALE: 

The proposed amendment would conform the Rules to the Board's practice of 

submitting to the Supreme Court of Florida a response to an applicant's petition. 

The 25 day time provision was selected to conform with the Florida Rules of 

Appellate Procedure (20 days for an answer brief and 5 days for mailing) and to 

allow sufficient time to prepare and circulate a response to the Chairman and Vice 

Chairman of the Board prior to filing with the Court. 



4 

A r t i c l e  IV, S e c t i o n  1 .b .  a s  i t  c u r r e n t l y  appears :  

b. Application for Admission to The Florida Bar (Form 1 or Form 
2. as applicable). 

I 
Although the Application for Admission into the General Bar Ex- 

amination and the Application for Admission to The Florida Bar 
are entirely independent of each other. applicants are advised that 
the character and fitness investigation conducted by the Board in 
conjunction with the Application for Admission to The Florida Bar 
is detailed and may require 6-8 months for all facts to be marshall- 
ed and a decision reached by the Board. 'Therefore, law students 
are encouraged to file for admission to the Bar when entering their 
senior year in law school to assure completion of all character and 
fitness related matters at the time of grade release of the first ex- 
amination following graduation. All applicants are required to file 
fully completed questionnaires and to be responsive to Board re- 
quests for further information in order to assure orderly process- 
ing of the files. 

Bar applications (Form I or Form 2) filed in a defective condi- 
tion, i.e., without notarization, or supporting documents, o r  hav- 
ing blank or incomplete items on the application, shall be accepted 
but a fee of $25.00 a s  specified under Article V ,  Section 5 shall 
be assessed. 

Applications for Admission into the General Bar Examina- 
tion a n d  t o  The Florida Bar shall be made upon forms supplied 
by the Board pursuant t o  Article V ,  Section 19. 

The Application for Admission to The Florida Bar must be filed 
not later than 180 days from the date of the notice that success has 
been attained on all parts of the Florida Bar Examination (General 
Bar Examination and Multistate Professional Responsibility Ex- 
amination - MPRE) as provided under Article VI ,  Section 9.b. 

' 

Note: Applications for the Multistate Professional Responsibili- 
ry Examination (MPRE) are filed with the appropriate agency of 
the National Conference of Bar Examiners. Fees required for that 
administration shall be paid to the agency administering that 
examination. I 

A r t i c l e  IV, Sec t i on  1 .b .  a s  i t  w i l l  appear :  

b .  App l i c a t i on  f o r  Admission t o  The F l o r i d a  (Form 1 o r  Form 2 i s  

a p p l i c a b l e ) .  

Although t h e  App l i ca t i on  f o r  Admission i n t o  t h e  ~ e n e r a l  Bar 

Examination and t he  App l i ca t i on  f o r  Admission t o  The F l o r i d a  Bar a r e  

e n t i r e l y  independent of  each o t h e r ,  a p p l i c a n t s  a r e  adv i s ed  t h e  t h e  

c h a r a c t e r  and f i t n e s s  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  conducted by t h e  Board i n  con junc t ion  

w i th  t h e  App l i ca t i on  f o r  Admission t o  The F l o r i d a  Bar i s  d e t a i l e d  and may 

r e q u i r e  6-8 months f o r  a l l  f a c t s  t o  be  marsha l led  and a  

recommendation deeisien reached by t h e  Board. The re fo r e ,  law 

s t u d e n t s  a r e  encouraged t o  f i l e  f o r  admiss ion t o  t h e  Bar when e n t e r i n g  

t h e i r  s e n i o r  yea r  i n  law school  t o  a s s u r e  complet ion of  a l l  c h a r a c t e r  and 

-14- 



f i t n e s s  r e l a t e d  ma t t e r s  a t  t he  time of  grade r e l e a s e  of t he  f i r s t  

examination fol lowing gradua t ion .  A l l  a p p l i c a n t s  a r e  r equ i r ed  t o  f i l e  

f u l l y  completed ques t i onna i r e s  and t o  be responsive t o  Board r eques t s  f o r  

f u r t h e r  information i n  order  t o  a s su re  o r d e r l y  p roces s ing  of  t he  f i l e s .  

Appl ica t ions  f o r  Admission i n t o  t he  General Bar Examination and t o  

The F lo r ida  Bar s h a l l  be made upon forms supp l i ed  by the  Board pursuant  t o  

A r t i c l e  V, Sec t ion  19. 

Bar a p p l i c a t i o n s  (Form 1 o r  Form 2)  f i l e d  i n  a  d e f e c t i v e  

cond i t i on ,  i:e: e.g., without  n o t a r i z a t i o n ,  o r  suppor t ing  

documents, o r  having blank o r  incomplete i tems on the  a p p l i c a t i o n ,  s h a l l  

be accepted  bu t  a  f e e  of  $25788 $50.00 a s  s p e c i f i e d  under A r t i c l e  

V, Sec t ion  5  s h a l l  be a s se s sed .  

The Appl ica t ion  f o r  Admission t o  The F lo r ida  Bar must be f i l e d  no t  

l a t e r  than 180 days from the  da t e  of  t he  n o t i c e  t h a t  success  has  been 

a t t a i n e d  on a l l  p a r t s  of t he  F lo r ida  Bar Examination (General Bar 

Examination and M u l t i s t a t e  P r o f e s s i o n a l  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  Examination--MPRE) 

a s  provided under A r t i c l e  VI, Sec t ion  9.b.  

Note: Appl ica t ions  f o r  t h e  M u l t i s t a t e  P r o f e s s i o n a l  Respons ib i l i t y  

Examination (MPRE) a r e  f i l e d  wi th  t he  app rop r i a t e  agency of t he  Nat iona l  

Conference of Bar Examiners. Fees r equ i r ed  f o r  t h a t  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s h a l l  

be p a i d  t o  the  agency admin i s t e r ing  t h a t  examination. 

RAT1 ONALE : 

The c u r r e n t  f e e  of $25 . O O  f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f i l e d  i n  a  d e f e c t i v e  cond i t i on  

has  been i n s u f f i c i e n t  t o  d e t e r  a p p l i c a n t s  and s tuden t  r e g i s t r a n t s  from 

f i l i n g  incomplete a p p l i c a t i o n s .  Incomplete a p p l i c a t i o n s  i nc rease  the  

admin i s t r a t i ve  workload by r e q u i r i n g  the  s t a f f  t o  c o n t a c t  and r eques t  from 

a p p l i c a n t s  the  information omi t ted  from t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n s .  An inc rease  

i n  t he  f e e  t o  $50.00 w i l l  se rve  t o  o f f s e t  the  a d d i t i o n a l  admin i s t r a t i ve  

c o s t s  a s s o c i a t e d  wi th  a  d e f e c t i v e  a p p l i c a t i o n  and w i l l  encourage 

a p p l i c a n t s  and s tuden t  r e g i s t r a n t s  t o  be more d i l i g e n t  i n  completing t h e i r  

a p p l i c a t i o n s .  



The proposed rewording from "decision" to "re~ornrnendation~~ would conform 

this provision to other provisions of the Rules regarding the Board's 

function of making recommendations to the Court. 



a 

A r t i c l e  I V ,  Sec t ion  5 a s  i t  c u r r e n t l y  appears :  

Section 5.a. The required fees must be paid at the time an Ap- 
plication for Admission into the General Bar Examination is filed. 
Each such application, as an integral part thereof, must be accom- 
panied by the following: 

(1) A photograph. 2%"  x 2%", made within six months prior 
to the filing of the application; 

(2) One ( I )  complete set of fingerpr~nts taken and certified by 
I an authorized law enforcement officer; 

(3) Such supporting documents or additional information as may 
be required on the forms supplied by the Board. 

b. Except for applicants who qualify for admission into the 
General Bar Examination under the provisions of Article 111, Sec- 
tion l .c.  the following documents are also required and should be 
fded with the Application for Admission to The Florida Bar, if possi- 
ble. but shall be filed not later than 180 days from the date of notice 
that success has been attained on the Florida Bar Examination: 

(1) A Certificate of Dean (Form No. 3) certifying the applicant's 
graduation from a full-time accredited law school, as is provided 
under the provisions of Article 111, Section I .b. 

(2) An official transcript of academic credit certifying that the 
applicant has received an academic Bachelor's Degree granted on 
the basis as specified under Article III, Section I .a., which transcript 
must come directly from the awarding institution. 

c. An Application for Admission to The Florida Bar, which must 
be filed not later than 180 days from the date of the notice from 

I the Board that success has been attained on all pans of the Florida 
Bar Examination, must be accompanied by the following which will 1 
be deemed a part of it: 

(1) If the applicant is not a natural born citizen of the United States 
and indicates a name change at the time of naturalization, evidence 
of naturalization satisfactory to the Board that such name change 
occurred; 

(2) If the applicant has been admitted to the practice of law in 
one o r  more jurisdictions. evidence satisfactory lo the Board that 
the applicant is of good standing in such jurisdictions and a copy 
of the application for admission filed in each such jurisdiction; 

(3) An authorization and release on a form supplied by the Board 
requesting and directing the inspection and furnishing to the Board. 
o r  any of its authorized representatives, all relevant documents. 
records o r  other information pertaining to the applicant and releas- 
ing any person. firm. officer. corporation. association. organiza- 
tion or institution from any and all liability in respect to such in- 
spection or the furnishing of any such information; 

(4) Supporting documents and 1)thcr information as may be re- 
quired in the forms supplicd h!. thc Board and such other documents 
as the Board may. in addill1 .n. from time to time reasonably require; 

(5) Each applicant must denlonstratc compliance with the re- 
quirements of successful completion of the Multistate Professional ' Responsibility Examination (MPRE) by causing a certificate sup- 
plied by the agency administering such examination bearing the 
score attained on the Multistate Professional Responsibility Ex- 
amination (MPRE) to be forwarded directly to the Florida Board ] 
of Bar Examiners by the desgnee of the National Conference of 
Bar Examiners. 

A r t i c l e  I V ,  Sec t ion  5 a s  it w i l l  appear:  

Sec t ion  5 . a .  The r e q u i r e d  f e e s  must be p a i d  a t  the  t ime en Applzca t ian  f a r  



Admission i n t o  t h e  Genera3 Bar Examinatian i s  f i 3 e d s  Each such 

App l i ca t i on  f o r  Admission i n t o  t h e  General  Bar Examinat ion,  a s  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  

t h e r e o f ,  must be accompanied by t h e  fo l lowing:  

( 1 )  A photograph,  2  1/2" x  2  1 /2 " ,  made w i t h i n  s i x  months p r i o r  t o  t h e  f i l i n g  

o f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n ;  

( 2 )  One ( 1 )  complete s e t  of f i n g e r p r i n t s  t aken  and c e r t i - f i e d  by an au tho r i zed  

law enforcement o f f i c e r ;  

( 3 )  Such suppo r t i ng  documents o r  a d d i t i o n a l  in format ion  a s  may be r equ i r ed  on 

t h e  forms s u p p l i e d  by t h e  Board. 

b .  Exeept f a r  app3iean ts  whe qua3 i fy  f a r  admiss ion i n t o  t h e  Genera3 Bar 

Examinatian under t he  p r e v i s i a n s  a f  Ar t i e3e  3 3 3  S e e t i e n  3  t h e  fa33awing 

daeuments a r e  a3se  r equ i r ed  and sheu3d be f i 3 e d  w i th  t he  App3iea t ian  f a r  Admissien 

t a  The F3ar ida  Bar; i f  pess ib3e;  b u t  sha33 be f i 3 e d  nak 4 a t e r  t han  388 days from 

t h e  d a t e  e f  n a t i e e  t h a t  sueee s s  has  been a t t a i n e d  en t he  F3ar ida  Bar Examinatiant 

----- (33 A e e r t i f i e a t e  e f  Bean (Farm Mas 33 certifying t h e  npp3iean tLs  g radua t ion  

from a fu33-time a e e r e d i t e d  3aw sehaa3; a s  p rav ided  under t h e  p rav5s iens  a f  

Ar t ie3e  T I T ;  S e e t i a n  3sbs 

- - - - - (23 An a f f i e i a 3  transcript a f  aeademie c r e d i t  certifying t h a t  t h e  app3iean t  

ha s  r e ee ived  an aeademie Baehe3erLs Begree g r an t ed  en k h p  h a 3 i s  a s  specified under 

Ar t i e3e  3ZZ; S e e t i e n  3ras ;  whieh t r a n s e r i p t  must came d i reek3y  from t h e  awarding 

i n s t i t u t i a n s  

----- e l  An App l i ca t i on  f o r  Admission t o  The F l o r i d ?  Bar ;--which m u s t  be 

f i l e d  n o t  l a t e r  than  180 days from the  d a t e  of n o t i c e  from t h e  Board t h a t  succe s s  

has  been a t t a i n e d  on a l l  p a r t s  of t h e  F l o r i d a  Bar Examination, ;- must- be 

neeempanied-- by-- the - -  fe33ewing-- which-- wi33--be-- deemed- - e - - p a r t - - o f - -  G t t  - The 

App l i ca t i on  f o r  Admission t o  The F l o r i d a  Bar s h a l l _ n o t  be deem-ed complete u n t i l  

a l l  of t h e  fo l l owing  i tems have been r ece ived  by t h G o a r d :  

(1) I f  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  i s  n o t  a  n a t u r a l  born c i t i z e n  of  t he  Uni ted S t a t e s  and 

i n d i c a t e s  a  name change a t  t h e  time of n a t u r a l i z a t i o n ,  evidence of n a t u r a l i z a t i o n  

s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  t he  Board t h a t  such name change occur red :  

( 2 )  I f  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  has  been admi t ted  t o  t h e  p r a c t j c e  of law i n  one o r  more 

j u r i s d i c t i o n s ,  evidence s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  t h e  Board t h a t  t h o  a p p l i c a n t  i s  of good 

s t a n d i n g  i n  such j u r i s d i c t i o n s  and a  copy of t h e  a p p l j c a t i o n  f o r  admission f i l e d  

i n  each such j u r i s d i c t i o n ;  

( 3 )  An a u t h o r i z a t i o n  and r e l e a s e  on a  form s u p p l i ~ d  by t h e  Board r e q u e s t i n g  

and d i r e c t i n g  t h e  i n s p e c t i o n  and f u r n i s h i n g  t o  t h e  Board,  o r  any of i t s  au tho r i zed  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  a l l  r e l e v a n t  documents, r e co rds  o r  o t h p r  in format ion  p e r t a i n i n g  

t o  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  and r e l e a s i n g  any pe r son ,  f i r m ,  o f f i c e r ,  c o r p o r a t i o n ,  



a s s o c i a t i o n ,  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o r  i n s t i t u t i o n  from any and a l l  l i a b i l i t y  i n  r e s p e c t  t o  

such i n s p e c t i o n  o r  t h e  f u r n i s h i n g  o f  any such i n fo rma t ion ;  

( 4 )  A C e r t i f i c a t e  of Dean (Form No. 3 )  c e r t i f y i n g  t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  q r adua t i on  

from a  f u l l - t i m e  a c c r e d i t e d  law s c h o o l ,  a s  p rov ided  under t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of 

A r t i c l e  111,  S e c t i o n  1 . b . ;  

( 5 )  An o f f i c i a l  t r a n s c r i p t  of  academic c r e d i t  c e r t i f y i ~ g  t h a t  t he  a p p l i c a n t  

h a s  r e ce ived  an academic B a c h e l o r ' s  Deqree q r a n t e d  on t h e  b a s i s  a s  s p e c i f i e d  under 

A r t i c l e  111, S e c t i o n  1 . a .  , which t r a n s c r i p t  must come-_d i r ec t l y  from t h e  awardinq 

i n s t i t u t i o n ;  

( 6 )  An o f f i c i a l  t r a n s c r i p t  of  academic c r e d i t  c e r t i f y i n g  t h a t  the  a p p l i c a n t  

ha s  r e ce ived  t h e  deqree of  Bachelor of  Laws or--Doctor--of Jur i sprudence  a s  

s p e c i f i e d  under A r t i c l e  111,  Sec t i on  l . a . ,  which t r a n s c r i p t  must come d i r e c t l y  

from t h e  awardinq i n s t i t u t i o n ;  

( 7 )  O f f i c i a l  t r a n s c r i p t s  from any addi t ional_-post-secondary i n s t i t u t i o n s  

a t t e n d e d ,  which t r a n s c r i p t  must come d i r e c t l y  from the-awarding i n s t i t u t i o n s .  

(8) Suppor t ing  documents and o t h e r  in format ion  a s  may be r e q u i r e d  

i n  t h e  forms s u p p l i e d  by t h e  Board and such o t h e r  d o c u m ~ n t s  a s  t h e  Board may, i n  

a d d i t i o n ,  from time t o  time reasonably  r e q u i r e d ;  and 

(9) Each applicant must demenstrate eempliance with the 

requirements ef successful cempletien ef the Hultistate Prefessienas 

Respensibility Examination fHPRE3 by causing a A c e r t i f i c a t e  supp l i ed  by t h e  

agency a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  M u l t i s t a t e  P r o f e s s i o n a l  R_espPons~bi l i ty  Exam (MPRE) 

such examination b e a r i n g  the a  s u c c e s s f u l  s c o r e  a t t a i n e d  on t h e  

Hultistate Prefessiena3. Respensibility Examinatien fMPRE3 t o  be forwarded 

d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  F l o r i d a  Board of Bar Examiners by t h e  des ignee  of t h e  Nat iona l  

Conference of  Bar Examiners. 

RATIONALE : 

The f i r s t  s en t ence  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  d e l e t e d  t o  conform t o  t h e  Board p r a c t i c e  

t h a t  t h e  f e e  i s  due wi th  whichever a p p l i c a t i o n  ( b a r  examinat ion a p p l i c a t i o n  o r  b a r  

admiss ion a p p l i c a t i o n )  is  i n i t i a l l y  f i l e d  a s  s t a t e d  i n  A r t i c l e  IV, Sec t i ons  3 

and 4 .  

The r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  i s  in tended  t o  c l a r i f y  t h a t  t h ~  C e r t i f i c a t e  of  Dean and 

t r a n s c r i p t  from t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n  which awarded t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  undergraduate  degree 

must be f i l e d  w i t h  t he  App l i ca t i on  f o r  Admission t o  The F l o r i d a  Bar. 
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The new language would conform t h e  Rules t o  t h e  Boa rd ' s  p r a c t i c e  o f  r e q u i r i n g  

t r a n s c r i p t s  d i r e c t l y  from t h e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  law schoo l  and every  post-secondary 

i n s t i t u t i o n  which t h e  a p p l i c a n t  a t t ended .  P a s t  exper iences  of t h e  Board have 

conf i rmed t h e  need and u s e f u l n e s s  o f  r e q u i r i n g  a p p l i c a n t s  t o  p rov ide  t r a n s c r i p t s .  

An o f f i c i a l  t r a n s c r i p t  may r e v e a l  i n s t a n c e s  o f  undiscl .osed academic o r  conduct 

d i s c i p l i n e  of  an a p p l i c a n t .  A t r a n s c r i p t  may a l s o  e s t a b l i s h  cou r se s  of s t udy  and 

grades  ach ieved  a t  o t h e r  c o l l e g e s  and u n i v e r s i t i e s  which an a p p l i c a n t  may have 

f a i l e d  t o  d i s c l o s e  f o r  a  v a r i e t y  of  reasons  on p r i o r  a p p l i c a t i o n s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  

a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  admission t o  t h e  Bar.  



I 

I 

Article V, Section 5 as it currently appears: 

Section 5. For an Applicanr's ~"es t ionnai re  and ~ f f i d a v i t  filed 
in a defective condition as described in Article IV. Section I the 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  applicant shall pay a fee o f . .  .S25.00 

Article V, Section 5 as it will appear: 

Section 5. For an Applicant's Questionnaire and Affidavit filed in a 

defective condition as described in Article IV, Section 1 the applicant 

shall pay a fee of ................................. $25786 $50.00 

RATIONALE : 

Housekeeping change to correspond to proposed change under Article IV, 

Section 1.b. 



A r t i c l e  V ,  Sec t ion  6-9 a s  they c u r r e n t l y  appear:  

Section 6. The Applicant's Questionnaire and Affidavit filed as 
a registrant as required by Article 11. Section 1,  shall be accom- 
panied by a fee of . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  .$60.00 

Section 7. The application filed late as  provided in Article 11. 
Section 2, shall be accompanied by a fee of . . . . . . . . .  .$70.00 

Section 8. The application filed late as provided in Article 11, 
Section 3, shall be accompanied by a fee of . . . . . . . .  .%105.00 

Section 9. The application filed late as provided in Article 11. I 
Section 4, shall be accompanied by a fee of . .  113W.W~ 

A r t i c l e  V ,  Sec t ions  6-9 

Sec t ion  6.  The App l i can t ' s  Quest ionnaire  and A f f i d a v i t  f i l e d  a s  a  r e g i s t r a n t  a s  

r equ i r ed  by A r t i c l e  11, Sect ion  1 ,  s h a l l  be accompanied by a  f e e  of  . . . . . . . .  
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $-  68r88$300.00. 

Sec t ion  7 .  The app5ieatian r e q i s t r a t i o n  f i l e d  &ate e a r l y  a s  provided i n  

A r t i c l e  11, Sec t ion  2 ,  s h a l l  be accompanied by a  f e e  of . . . . . .  .$ 60.00. 

Sec t ion  8. The app&ieatian r e g i s t r a t i o n  f i l e d  &ate e a r l y  a s  provided i n  

A r t i c l e  11, Sec t ion  3 ,  s h a l l  be accompanied by a  f e e  of . . .  6-98:88$ 70.00. 

Sec t ion  9 .  The app&ieatian r e q i s t r a t i o n  f i l e d  &ate e a r l y  a s  provided i n  

A r t i c l e  11, Sect ion  4 ,  s h a l l  be accompanied by a  f e e  of  . . .  $388:88$105.00. 



Rat iona le :  

Housekeeping changes t o  correspond t o  proposed changes under A r t i c l e  11. 
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A r t i c l e  V I ,  S e c t i o n  3 .c .  a s  i t  c u r r e n t l y  appears :  

Federal Constitutional Law 
Business Entities Including Corporations and Partnerships 
Wills and Administration of Estates 
Trusts 
Real Property 
Evidence 
Torts 
Criminal Law 
Contracts 
Family Law 

c. The Florida Bar Examination shall consist of a General 
Bar Examination and the Multistate Professional Responsibili- I 
ty Examination (MPRE). 

The General Bar Examination shall be designated as Part A I 

Part B shall consist of the Multistate Bar Examination (MBE) 
which is that examination offered to the several states by the 
National Conference of Bar Examiners and designated by that 
organization as the hlultistate Bar Examination (MBE); pro- 
vided, ho\\.ever, that scores achieved by applicants on the 

and Part B and shall be administered only within the State of 
Florida. 

Part A shall be of six hours' duration and shall be composed 
of six one-hour segments to be promulgated'by The Florida 
Board of Bar Examiners. 

One segment shall embrace the subject of Florida Rules of 
Civil and Criminal Procedure. Another segment shall embrace 
the subject of Florida Constitutional Law. The remaining four 
segments, each o f  which shall embrace no more than two sub- 
jects, shall be selected from the following subjects including their 
equitable aspects: 

Multistate Bar Examination administered by an admitting 
jurisdiction other than the State of Florida shall not be transfer- 
red to or recognized by the Board. The Multistate Professional 
Responsibility Examination (MPRE) shall be the examination 
offered to the several states by the National Conference of Bar 
Examiners designated by that organization as the Multistate Pro- 
fessional Responsibility Examination (MPRE), which examina- 
tion is administered generally three times each year throughoul 
the country at various colleges and universities selected by the 
National Conference of Bar Examiners and its designee. 

' 

A r t i c l e  V I ,  S e c t i o n  3 . c .  a s  i t  w i l l  appear :  

c .  The F l o r i d a  Bar Examination s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  a  Genera l  Bar Examination and 

t h e  M u l t i s t a t e  P r o f e s s i o n a l  ~ e s ~ o n s i b i l i t ~  Examination (MPRE) . 
The General  Bar Examination s h a l l  be de s igna t ed  a s  P a r t  A and P a r t  B and 

s h a l l  be admin i s t e r ed  on ly  w i t h i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  F l o r i d a .  

P a r t  A s h a l l  be  of s i x  hou r s '  d u r a t i o n  and s h a l l  be composed o f  s i x  one-hour 

segments t o  be promulgated by The F l o r i d a  Board o f  Rar Examiners.  

One segment s h a l l  embrace t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  F l o r i d a  Rules  of C i v i l  and Cr imina l  

Procedure .  Anether segment sha53 embrace the subjeet of F3erGda eenstitutiana3 

Law: The remaining f e w  f ive segments,  each of  which s h a l l  embrace no 
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more than two subjects, shall be selected from the following subjects including 

their equitable aspects: 

Florida Constitutional Law 

Federal Constitutional Law 

Business Entities Including Corporations and Partnerships 

Wills and Administration of Estates 

Trusts 

Real Property 

Evidence 

Torts 

Criminal Law 

Contracts 

Family Law 

Chapter 4, Rules of Professional Conduct, and Chapter 5, Rules Requlatinq 

Trust Accounts, of the Rules Requlatinq The Florida Bar. 

Part B shall consist of the Multistate Bar Examination (MBE) which is that 

examination offered to the several states by the National Conference of Bar 

Examiners and designated by that organization as the Multistate Bar Examination 

(MPRE); provided, however, that scores achieved by applicants on the Multistate 

Bar Examination administered by an admitting jurisdiction other than the State of 

Florida shall not be transferred to or recognized by the Board. The Multistate 

Professional Responsibility Examination (MPRE) shall be the examination offered to 

the several states by the National Conference of Bar Examiners designated by that 

organization as the Multistate Professional Responsibility Examination (MPRE), 

which examination is administered generally three times each year throughout the 

country at various colleges and universities selected by the ~a tiona'l Conference 

of Bar Examiners and its designee. 

RATIONALE : 

The Florida Bar Examination presently consists of a General Bar Examination and 

the Multistate Professional Responsibility Examination (MPRE). The MPRE tests an 

examinee's knowledge of the American Bar Association Code of Professional 

Responsibility and the Model Rules of Professional Conduct. The MPRE does not 

test on variations of the ABA Code or the Model Rules as adopted by local statutes 

or rules of courts. 

-25- 
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A former Board member and The Flor ida  Bar requested the  Board t o  consider t e s t i n g  

on the  unique a spec t s  of t he  Rules Regulating The Flor ida  Bar which a r e  no t  

covered by the  MPRE. Such unique aspec ts  inc lude ,  f o r  example, the  provis ions  on 

cont ingent  f e e  c o n t r a c t s  and procedures f o r  opera t ion  of  t r u s t  accounts. The 

proposed amendment would enable the  Board t o  t e s t  such unique aspec ts  e i t h e r  by 

machine-scored ques t ions  o r  by inc lus ion  of an e t h i c a l  i s sue  i n  an essay quest ion.  

The proposed amendment would a l s o  d e l e t e  the  requirement t h a t  F lor ida  

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Law be t e s t e d  on each ba r  examination under P a r t  A .  Par t  A is the  

F lo r ida  po r t ion  of t he  exam and i s  prepared by the  Board. The proposed amendment 

would allow the  Board g r e a t e r  f l e x i b i l i t y  i n  t e s t i n g  F lo r ida  Cons t i tu t iona l  Law 

which would include the  a l t e r n a t i v e  of t e s t i n g  F lo r ida  Cons t i tu t iona l  Law with 

another a rea  on the  same essay quest ion.  The Board a n t i c i p a t e s  t h a t  such 

f l e x i b i l i t y  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  the  prepara t ion  of higher  q u a l i t y  quest ions i n  the  a rea  

of F lor ida  Cons t i tu t iona l  Law. 

Under the proposed amendment, one segment of P a r t  A w i l l  cont inue t o  t e s t  on the  

sub jec t  of F lo r ida  Rules of C i v i l  and Criminal Procedure. The remaining f i v e  

segments of  P a r t  A w i l l  t e s t  on the designated s u b j e c t s  inc luding  emphasis on 

aspec ts  of F lor ida  law. Such t e s t i n g  w i l l  inc lude  i s s u e s  of F lor ida  

Cons t i tu t iona l  Law a s  o f t e n  a s  p r a c t i c a l  t o  a s su re  continued emphasis of  t h i s  

important s u b j e c t .  
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A r t i c l e  V I ,  S e c t i o n  9 . b .  a s  i t  c u r r e n t l y  a p p e a r s :  

b. The Application for Admission to The Florida Bar must be!  
filed not later than 180 days from the date of notice that success 
has been attained on both the General Bar Examination and the 
Multistate Professional Responsibility Examination (MPRE). Failure 
to comply with such filing deadlines will result in required reap- 
plication for admission to the Florida Bar Examination and suc- 
cessful completion of all of the examination. The Application for 
Admission to The Florida Bar must be vigorously pursued by the 
applicant. Failure to respond to inquiry from the Board within three 
months may result in termination of that application and require 
re-examination and payment of all fees as if the applicant was ap- 
plying for the first time. 

. . 

A r t i c l e  V I ,  S e c t i o n  9 . b .  and c .  a s  t h e y  w i l l  a p p e a r :  

b .  The A p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  Admission t o  The F l o r i d a  Bar must be  f i l e d  no l a t e r  

t h a n  180 days  from t h e  d a t e  of  n o t i c e  t h a t  s u c c e s s  h a s  been a t t a i n e d  on b o t h  t h e  

Genera l  Bar Examination and t h e  M u l t i s t a t e  P r o f e s s i o n a l  ~ e s p o n s i b i l i t y  Examination 

(MPRE). F a i l u r e  t o  comply w i t h  such f i l i n g  d e a d l i n e s  w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  r e q u i r e d  

r e a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  admiss ion  t o  t h e  F l o r i d a  Bar Examinat ion and s u c c e s s f u l  

complet ion o f  a l l  of t h e  examina t ion .  

c .  The A p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  Admission t o  The F l o r i d a  Bar must be  v i g o r o u s l y  - 
pursued  by t h e  a p p l i c a n t .  F a i l u r e  t o  respond t o  i n q u i r y  from t h e  Board w i t h i n  

three months 90 days  may r e s u l t  i n  t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h a t  a p p l i c a t i o n  and 

r e q u i r e  r e -examina t ion  and payment of a l l  f e e s  a s  i f  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  was a p p l y i n g  

f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  

RATIONALE : 

The change o f  c r e a t i n g  a n o t h e r  s e c t i o n  i s  t o  d i s t i n g u i s h  t h e  p e n a l t y  f o r  f a i l u r e  

t o  respond t o  Board i n q u i r y  and t h e  change from t h r e ~  month t o  90 days  i s  a  

c o n t i n u e d  move toward s t a n d a r d i z i n g  t h e  t ime l i m i t s  th roughout  t h e  Rules .  
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