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Sy way of introduction, the Judicial Awareness Coalition is a 
coalition that was formed and shaped out of the efforts of several 
organizations that are concerned with the gender bias condition 
that exists in the legal-judicial system. The Coalition was formed 
just prior to the publication of the Gender Bias Study which was 
commissioned by the Florida Supreme Court. The Broward Coalition 
for Judicial Awareness is a non-partisan group whose purpose is to 
create public awareness of the gender bias condition within the 
legal/judicial system and to publicize the Report of the Florida 
Supreme Court Gender Bias Study Commission. The thrust of the 
Coalition has been to assure that the recommendations contained in 
the Gender Bias Study are implemented in an expeditious way. 

One of the most significant recommendations contained in the 
Gender Bias Study is the creation of a Family Division in the court 
system. Moreover, the Florida Legislature established a Commission 
on Family Courts in order to conduct hearings and make findings and 
recommendations in response to the growing inability of the 
judicial system to respond to the special needs in the family 
practice field. On March 1, 1991, the Commission issued a report 
recommending that the Supreme Court require each judicial circuit 
to submit a local rule establishing a family law division within 
the circuit for approval by September 1, 1991 and to implement the 
rule by January 1, 1992. 

Five judicial circuits throughout the State of Florida have 
already established a Family Law Division to deal with the special 
concerns of Family Law. The five circuits cover over twelve 
counties, including Orange County, Hillsboro County, and Palm Beach 
County. At the present time, Broward County has no Family Law 
Division. 

The Broward Coalition for Judicial Awareness is a non-partisan group formcd to create public awareness of the gender bias 
condition within the Legal/Judicial system and lo publicizc the Report of the Florlda Supreme Court Gender Blas Study Commission. 

Thc mcmbers of the Coalition arc local chaplers of the following orgnnizalions: AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSlTY 
WOMEN (AAUW) AMERICAN CIVIL LIBEKI'IES UNION (ACLU) BROWARD COMMISSION ON THE STATUS OF WOMEN 
(UCSW) ' BROWAW COUNTY WOMEN LAWYERS ASSOClAllON (UCWLA) BUSINESS AND I'ItOFESSIONAL WOMEN'S 
CLUB, INC (BPW) 
JEWlSlI WOMEN (NCIW) . NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN (NOW) GWEN CIIERRY WOMEN'S POLITICAL 
CAUCUS (WPC) UNITARIAN CHURCH SOClAL CONCERNS COMMI'TITE. 
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