
January 29, 1993 

Supreme Court of F lor ida  
Supreme Court  Bui lding 
500 South Duval S t r e e t  
Tallahassee, PL 32399-1925 

TQ whom it may concern: 

I am writing t o  express my oppos i t ion  t o  t h e  p e t i t i o n  f i l e d  by the  
Board of Governors of The Florida 13nr proposing eo-called “anti-bias rules.” 

Tkeae ru les  could be construed i n  such a way as t o  prevent  F l o r i d a  Bar 
members from expressing con t rove r s i a l  opinions on issues r e l a t i n g  t o  race,  
gender, sexual o r i e n t a t i o n ,  stc, Therefore, the  ee r u l e s  would c l e a r l y  
violate the F i r a t  Amendment right t o  free speech as guaranteed t o  a11 
c i t izen8  by the  U.S, Conat i tu t ion ,  

dany F lo r ida  BRP membere belong t o  r e l i g i o u s  f a i t h s  which teach ue 
that homosexuality is morally wrong, and t h a t  we should n o t  knowingly 
a s s o c i a t e  with people who are involved in  an immoral l i f e s t y l e .  dy 
r equ i r ing  Bar members t o  employ homosexuals as aeeocia tes ,  these rules 
would v i o l a t e  our  F i r s t  Amendment r i g h t  t o  t he  f r ee  exercise of r e l ig ion .  

For a t  least t hem two reaeons,  I r e s p e c t f u l l y  reques t  t h a t  t h e  
petition be denied. These proposed  r u l e s  represent y e t  another  attempt 
by the  Bar poLi t ic ianB and bureaucra ts  t o  play an  increas ingly  a u t h o r i t a r i a n ,  
Big Brother role i n  the  l i v e a  of Bar members. In  r ecen t  years, t h e  Bar 
bureaucrncy hus become f o r  rank-and-f i l e  members at best an expensive,  
p a r a s i t i c  pain i n  the  neck, and a t  worst  8 aPaister t h r e a t  t o  our very 
l f v e l i h o o d e  and bas i c  r i g h t s  as American c i t i z e n s .  
of F lor ida  hne an oppor tuni ty  t o  reversa thie d i s t u r b i n g  trend by denying 
t h i e  p e t i t i o n ,  

The Supreme Court  

I do n o t  wish t o  make enemies within the  Bar power s t ruc tu re ,  nor  do 
I wish t o  become a t a r g e t  of’ the  McCarthyite witch-hunts for ‘‘bigots” which 
would s u r e l y  follow a p p r o v a l  of t hese  proposed rules.  Therefore,  I nm 
eigning t h i s  l e t t e r  aimply nnd, 

Since re l y  , 
A CEoncerned F l o r i d a  Bar Member 

cc t hir. John F, Harkneas, J r .  
Executive Ui rec to r ,  The Florida Bar 
The Florida Bar Canter 
650 Apalachee Parkway 
Tallahassee , FL 32399-2300 


