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FLLGD 

Case no. 81,Fu85 

R E S P O N S E  OF MARK ZiMMERMAN 

COMES PJOW, f-lARK ZIMMERMAf.I., a s  a pro se litigant, 3 citizefj o f  th is  

Great  s l a t e  i jf Florida,  arid B coricerried pat-erit arid rrtemher of  the qenerai 

pi-~bl i c ,  and tieretq t-espwds tii ihe Pronosed Amendments  to  t h e  Code 

o f  Judicia l  Conduct as f i l e d  herei t i  arid stiows t h i s  Hottot-able Court the 

t o 1 1 o vi i t i  g : 

- 

I .  The undersiqned - f u f l q  - s t ~ p p ~ r t ~  af t  ttie s a i d  p r a p a s ~ d  

amet-idt-~iefits t o  Ttie Code a f  J u d i  ci a1 Conduct a s  d ra f t ed ,  except Canon 

1 
_. .-7 

fallat,.?s: 

As proposed, Canon 3(D)(2) would be amended to read a s  

"A j udge  who r e c e i v e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  or h a s  
actual knowledge  t h a t  s u b s t a n t i a l  l ike l ihood 
e x i s t s  t h a t  a l a w y e r  h a s  c o m m i t t e d  a 
v i o l a t i o n  of t h e  Ru les  Regula t ing  The Florida 
Bar 'SHOULD' t ake  a p p r o p r i a t e  act ion-'  
{erriptiasi s sddedj  





'A judge  who r e c e i v e s  i n f o r m a t i o n  o r  h a s  
a c t u a l  knowledge  t h a t  s u b s t a n t i a l  l ikel ihood 
exists t h a t  a l a w y e r  h a s  c o m m i t t e d  a 
v i o l a t i o n  of The Rules  Regula t ing  The  F lo r ida  
Bar SHALL take appropriate a c t i o n  which  a c t i o n  
SHALL i n c l u d e  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  v i o l a t i o n  t o  The 
Florida Bar, t o  t h e  State A t t o r n e y  o r  t o  t h e  
U-5- A t t a r n e y  a s  appropriate.' 

CANON 3 ( E ) (  1)  

T'-. 
i fitis establishinq - f o r  the whale riation to see, that Florida Court's a re  oti 
the leadi tiq edge - of Jud ic i a l  Catsdot- atsd accountability. - 

- 
5 .  As proposed,  Canon 3(EZ( 1) *+izaufd tie smerided t o  read as 

'A judge  "SHOULD' d i s q u a l i f y  h imse l f  o r  herself 
i n  a proceeding  i n  which  t h e  judge ' s  i m p a r t i a l i t y  
m i g h t  r easonab ly  be ques t ioned ,  inc luding  b u t  n o t  
l i m i t e d  t a  i n s t a n c e s  where:' 
(emptiasi s added) 

The I n t e q r i t U ,  i n  fact ,  the c:otitit-il~ed existence of our pi-eset-it 

s!isterri -. of  j u s t i c e  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  t h e  - judqe  o r  - j u s t i c e  who presides 

i n  a case w i t h i n  o u r  c o u r t s  be i m p a r t i a l  and h o n e s t -  it i s  





' A  j u d g e  S H A L L  d i s q u a l i f y  h i m s e l f  o r  
herself i n  a p roceed ing  i n  w h i c h  t h e  
judge ' s  i m p a r t i a l i t y  m i g h t  r e a s o n a b l y  
be ques t ioned ,  i nc lud ing  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  
t o  i n s t a n c e s  where:' 

" [ c )  a lawyer  t h a t  is a p p e a r i n g  i n  t h e  case 
before t h e  j u d g e  has a n  o v e r r i d i n g  i n f l u e n c e  
w i t h  t h e  judge.' 

4. Further-, the undet-siqned .- recotiit-net-ids that t h e  fallo*+ii t-iq - words 

be adopted a s  part of the 'PREAMBLE' t c ~  the Code of J u d i c i a l  Conduct: 

'You m u s t  n o t  p e r v e r t  j u d g m e n t -  You m u s t  n o t  
be partial  a f  accept a bribe,  f a r  t h e  br ibe  b l i n d s  
t h e  e y e s  of w i s e  o n e s  and  d i s t o r t s  t h e  words  of 
r i g h t e o u s  o n e s -  J u s t i c e  - j u s t i c e  you s h o u l d  
pursue-.-  m 




